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RADIO'S 1939 





Year's Attention-Getters 





Programs which, as newcomers or established favorites, were most in 
the radio spotlight during the year, are listed below. This is printed as 
a matter of news, reflecting general trade opinion. 


Jack Benny 

Fdgar Bergen 

Bob Hope 

Fibber McGee and Molly 
Burns and Allen 


Kate Smith 
Bing Crosby 
Major Bowes 
Alec Templeton 














COMEDY 


Fred Allen 
Al Pearce 
Joe Penner 
Tommy Riggs 


VARIETY SHOWS 


Texaco 
George Jessel 


‘Pursuit of Happiness’* 


NOVELTIES 


‘We, the People’ 
Kay Kyser 
‘Information, Please’ 
‘Vox Pop’ 
‘Professor Quiz’ 


‘What’s My Name’ 

‘TQ’ 

‘Stop Me If You've Heard This’ 
‘Battle of Sexes’ 


DANCE ORCHESTRAS 


“\s 


Guy Lombardo 

Paul Whiteman 
Benny Goodman 
Bob Crosby 


Arturo Toscanini® 

| Phil Spitalny 

| Mark Warnow (Hit Parade’) 
i Perey Faith (Canada)* 


Fred Waring 
Wayne King 
Larry Clinton 
Glenn Miller 


STANDARD MUSICAL 


Andre Kostelanetz 
Pet Milk Serenade 
Johnny Green 


NIGHT-TIME PLAYLETS 


Lux 

‘Easy Aces’ 

‘One Man’s Family’ 
‘Big Town’ 

‘Silver Theatre’ 
‘Aldrich Family’ 
Screen Guild 

Helen Menken 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ 


‘First Nighter’ 

‘Blondie’ 

Orson Welles 

‘Amos 'n’ Andy’ 

‘Woodbury Playhouse’ 

‘Those We Lov e’ 

‘Dr. Christian’ (Jean Hersholkt) 
‘Lum and Abner’ 


‘Gang Busters’ 


NEWSCASTERS 


(Commentators or 


Raymond Gram Swing 
John Gunther* 
Elmer Davis 


* Network, but unsponsored. 
~ 


‘ 


| $2,000,000 TAKE 


‘Helizapoppin,’ currently in its 
67th week on Broadway, will have 
Piled up an estimated total gross of 
$2,000,000 by the end of next week. 

his is believed to be the biggest coin 


any show ever grossed in a similar | 


length of time. 
As of last Saturday night (23) the 
—_— and Johnson revue has taken 
Vv a total of $1,955,700, according to 
Ing on the increased 
| — next week, including extra mati- 
a it should easily pass the $2,000,- 
Co nark. Show is at the Winter 
arden, having moved from the 46th 
Street q 
in September, 1938. 
Given 4 
Orit i 
‘Helly of the critics when it opened, 
2 alm ZAPOppin nevertheless picked up 
é Most immediately, 
estimated $20,000 for 


wee k : I t 


take for this 


the first full 
_-* continued to gain steadily 
' (Cc 
‘ontinued on page 47) 


* HELLZ NEARING 


ARIETY’s boxoffice estimates. Figur- | 


few weeks after opening late 


n.g. rating by the ma- 


registering an/ 


Bulletin-readers) 
Walter Winchell 
Paul Sullivan 
Drew Pearson-Bob Allen 


ELECTRIC EYE TO 


RECORD FIELD GOAL? “suc? Moros Sea 


Detroit, Dec. 26 

Leo Fitzpatrick, v.p. of WJR and a 
lirector of Detroit Lion 
team, has put station’s engineers to 
that will 
decisively record whether a field goal 
is good or bad. Fitzpatrick got the 
idea after watching the hullabaloo 
raised by referee Bill Halloran’s de- 
cision which gave the New York 
Giants the championship of the east- 
ern division of the National Football 


; pro football 


work on an electric eye 


League in the final game of the siaill 


son with Washington. 

‘Our engineers believe they can 
make an eye which will record the 
kick immediately and throw a light 
on the scoreboard to indicate whether 
it was good or bad,’ Fitzpatrick de- 
clared. 


> 


Ee 


. . 4 o 
Wax Air Raid Warnings 
Paris, Dec. 26. 
Fiim theatres here are using phono- 
‘raph records to warn audiences 
*re to find shelters when air raid 


nals ? 


PACE-SETTERS 





AUDIENCES NOW 
BEING oTARRED 


Not a Very Encouraging 
Year for Professional Per- 
formers, Although Dance 


Orchestras Did Well—Lot 
| of Radio Names Not on Air 
in 1939 


NO NEW STARS 


At year’s end the pace-setters 
among sponsored radio programs for 
1939 were, in the main, the same 
standard turns and setups that have 
| been drum-majoring the parade for 
|two, three or more years, Again 
j in 1939 there was not much to hail, 
either in personality or in ideas, as 


original to the year itself. 





| Alec Templeton, blind British 
| pianist, was one exception. He 
brought one of the few fresh 
touches of charm and = off-the- 


talent. In the realm 
one characterization, 


beaten path 
yf stooging, 


(Continued on page 45) 


Catholic Priest 
Asks Boycott Of 





| Pittsburgh, Dec. 26 


Protesting against ‘indecer 


at the Nixon 


r | , 
plays 
tneatre 


- . a 


Indie Mpls. Vaudfilmer Trailerizes 


* ® ‘ ! : : ; ) 
IxXon itt e it increase in Fox's instance is $20,000 
|Among the tunes that fetched big 

| 3 ’ g g 





Prosperity Keynote 


Take it from circuit execs, 
U. S. prosperity is on the rise 
and unemployment is decreas- 
ing. 

At the depths of the depres- 











That Its Non-Ma jor Co. Pix Are NSG 


Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 

Frankest admission and one of 
most unique appeals ever made by a 
Minneapolis theatre to the public are 
contained in the trailer being run by 
the independently operated 4,000- 
seat (vaudfilm) Minnesota theatre. 
Trailer confesses that the showhouse 
has been unable to offer ‘good’ pic- 





sion, theatres were registering 
about 50% of their take in the 
afternoons and 50% in the even- 
ings. Average is now 40% at 
matinees and 60% at night. To 
the circuit heads, that means 
more people are working. 


DISC ROYALTY 
UP IN 39, BEST 
IN 12 YEARS 

















| Musie publishing business wil 
royalties on phonograph _ records, 
which rates as the highest amount 
| that has come to the industry from 
' 

| 

| 

' 





that source in 12 years. Royalty in- 
|!come from _ transcriptions figures 
around $270,000, some $30,000 more 
than was realized in '3§ 

| About $230,000 of the transcription 
cate came through the office of 
| Harry Fox, agent and trustee. The 


Barrel 
‘Deep 


royalty payoffs were ‘Beer 
| Polka,’ ‘South of the Border,’ 
|Purple’ and ‘Sunrise Serenade.’ 


VALLEE QUITS MUSIC 


heing nresented 

church, one of the t Catl c | 

parishes in the city, warned his| : 

members last week to stay away Hollywood, D 26 
from town’s only legit site. Warning Rudy Vallee is laving down 
was made in an open letter to the} baton Jan. 1 to become a film pro- 
Sun-Telegraph Which that paper! ducer. Crooning maestro checks in 


printed in full few days ago, and 
Stirred up quite a tempest in show 
circles locally. 

Harry Brown, manager of Nixon, 


(Continued on page 45) 


| BILLY CONN IMPATIENT 


'Decides Not to Wait For U's ‘Jim 
| Corbett’ Film 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 26 
Unwilling to stay idle in Hollywood 
while plenty of dough in the 
| awaited him back east, Billy Conn, 
| light heavyweight boxing champion, 
| returned here, after only a week in 
ithe film colony. 
Conn has ostensibly gone out to 
> : i for title role 


‘Life of Jim Corbett’ but studio 


ring | 
| topical 
| calypso 


at Republic as production assistant 
to M. J. Siegel to learn the picture 
imaking technique in various studio 
|; departments 

| He is slated to supervise two musi- 
= productions in 1940, beginning 
with ‘The Hit Parade of 1940,’ which 
lrolls Feb. 15. Currently Vallee is 
imaking his -final appearance as a 
band leader in Miami, Fla. 


Pee ee 
Caribbean Serenaders 
» .c Yenc , rs > 
Praise Crosby, Winchell 
One of those comical, 
chants from the Caribbean 
minstrels will be available | 
shortly on Varsity wax in praise and | 
explanation of Walter Winchell. | 
Gerald Clark’s calypso band with! 
Cecil Anderson (‘the Duke of Iron’) 


tropical, | 


improvised the hurricane belt salute 
This bit of Winchelliana follows 

: 

iJ 1 1B SD 


take in about $750,000 this year from } 


| tures and that its business ‘has suf- 
| fered because of lack of good screen 
entertainment.” Blaming major dis- 
|tributors for refusing to ser- 
vice it because it is an incividually 
home-operated institution, the the- 
atre pleads nevertheless for patron- 
age. Without such patronage and 
without the ‘good’ pictures, it’s ex- 
plained, the theatre will be com- 
pelled to close. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount- 
Singer pool) has all the loop major 
screen product sewed up and there 
have been threats of an appeal to 
the Government in the theatre’s be- 
half. 

Trailer, which is somewhat of a 
slam at the Republic, Monogram and 
Grand National features which the 
theatre has been running exclusively 
along with its big stage shows, points 
out that ‘as residents of Minneapolis 
you (patrons) are entitled to know 
the truth.’ It states the number of 
people employed—all localites who 
spend their salaries nere—and the 
amounts paid in taxes and for elec- 
tricity. It also emphasizes the im- 
portance of the screen portion of the 
type of entertainment offered 

‘The Minnesota theatre is operated 
by a group of 650 Minneapolis 
people,’ the trailer states. ‘We have 
97 employes and we deal with Min- 
neapolis firms entirely for 
thing required to operate this the- 
atre. Our electric bill is $500 weekly 
and taxes run approximately $1,000 
1 week 


‘Because 


every- 


of the fact that the Min- 


nesota theatre is the only theatre 

) ited \ ) M I ive D rh 
expel cing difficulty 2 obtaining 
good pictures in competition with 
ther Minneapolis theatres that are 
part if theatre chain It always 
I been our honest endeavor and 
desire to give you the best possible 
stage shows and talent and motion 
pictures, and we urge those who 


would like to see this theatre con- 
tinue in operation to attend regu- 
larly. Without your support and 
with the lack of screen product, the 
operators of this theatre may be 
forced to close it.’ 


Strike-Coin Tribute 


Instead of sending flowers to the 
funeral, friends of Heywood Broun 
on the staff of the N. Y. Telegram 
sent the coin collected for that pur- 


| pose to the strike fund of the Chi- 


cago chapter of the American News- 
paper Guild. To be used for relief 
of striking employees of the Chicago 
Herald and Examiner. 

Idea was that Broun would have 
approved of that use of the money. 
He was pre ident ind one f the 


founders of the Guild 


neice 


#25 EIT 


: 
‘ie 








+ VARIETY PICTURES Wednesday, December 27, 1939 


| 
. : 'ROOSEVELT’S GLOBE | 
2 Thanksgivings Buoyed Pre-Amas PRODUCTIONS FLE Caviar In The Poorhouse =, 


B.0. Stretch Considerably—Balaban Sacramento, Dec. 26. | By William “a Halligan 


James Roosevelt's new  picture- 
making outfit, Globe Productions, Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
| was incorporated here, with J. F. T.| We are sitting in the garden under a peachtree. It’s December i), Man 


+ wera 
Even if there is a substantial busi- DANCE-MIME LOOKS SET |O’Connor and J. M. Hale as fellow} hattan, but it’s June in Hollywood, The thermometer registers a cnuy gs 
directors. 


and the roses are in bloom. We are reading the Racing Form anc 


—— — — 



































ness boom in this country, the do- ) | come 
mestic film market cannot hope to | FOR DREISER’S ‘CARRIE’ Papers call for 10,000 shares of| the day s entries at Tropical Park, a race course in some God-forsake), place 
make up for more than about 40% | preferred stock at $100 par, and| named Florida. 
ef the loss that is being suffered | nae 10,000 common at no par. The thought occurs to us that we have not weighed in with our an, aia 
from abroad, in the opinion of Bar- Angna Enters, dance-mime c¢ur- Roosevelt opened offices for his report and we call our No. 1 boy to fetch us a portable and some ide : 
ney Balaban, president of Para-| rently giving a series of perform- |W independent producing outfit in| ‘The only problem we have on our alleged mind is whether we should —_ 
mount, Foreign business itself, he| ances at the Alvin, N. Y¥., may play |# Suite next to Mary Pickford’s on | Santa Anita or the Rose Bowl game on New Year's Day. We can hear the 
declares, is now down from 35% | the title part in a picture version of | the Samuel Goldwyn lot. synthetic sleigh bells on Santa Claus Lane (Hollywood Boul.) and in i 
agg ‘Theodore Dreiser's ‘Sister Carrie’ Ss distance some future Rudy Vallee is practicing on a saxophone. We grope 
This deficit in sales abroad, af- | when she gets to the Coast this for an idea for a story. Why not enlighten the multitude wiih a “te 
fected also by the decline in money | cpring. The novelist is adapting his FOREIGN FILMS eryptic facts about the origin of the motion picture. Who's Who poy 
exchange, could get worse but it also! own story, but there’s some hitch What's What. No sooner said than done. 
plore pace ge | shout the rights, with both RKO and {The first motion picture studio was located at 41 West 21st street 
sast war after about six months. But) Universal involved. Before leaving New York. It was Edison's. Then came the Biograph at 11 East 14th 
the effort meantime must be made to | the east, Miss Enters will make three seest Gs tet Tk, Mack Seanett was soaina tee A atredh rf , 
get the maximum out of this country | shorts of her dance-pantomime rou- saan te balbvast cotmndinn.’ u fo 
tc offset the foreign loss | tines for 20th-Fox. 
Balaban is satisfied with the state; Dancer played to the best business | Our phone rings in the ranch house. It’s the butcher, and he reminds 
of business so far this fall and win-| she’s ever drawn last Sunday night | us that $200 is a lot of pork chops. Merchants are mercenary. We turn 
ter as compared with last year at} (17) at the Alvin, having a capacity | on the radio and hear that a German luxury liner has been sunk by her 


crew in mid-Atlantic. We remember her well. One April night in 1928 
Jack Kearns, Mickey Walker and I went down to the North German Lloyd 
docks to see Lester Allen and Sam Bernard off for Europe. We «sat in 


this time, although the upturn is n0t| house, plus standees, at $2.75 top. As | 
substantial. The Paramount pres-| result of the increased attendance, | 
ident is inclined to credit this more | che is substituting a performance | ; Spe 
to a better quality in film product /this Sunday night (31) instead of to- | Holly wood, Dee. 26. big suite on the Columbus and drank champagne and joked about the time 
than to industrial activity, which 1s | morrow afternoon (Thursday). After|/ Al) major awards of the Academy we would have when we met them in Paris later. We were sailing the 
spotty. i 'four performances in three weeks, | of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences | next night on the Berengaria. Mickey was matched to fight Tommy Milli. 

This year very positive benefits | she’s set for about 40 dates on tour,/ this year are open to foreign films. | gan in London for Charlie Cochran, and I was going along with Kearns 
were derived from two Thanksgiv- | extending to the Coast for the first] Changes adopted by the rules com-| and Teddy Hayes, 


———— 











ings, Balaban believes. He also | time. mittee mean that alien pictures are| We sailed as per schedule, and a few nights later I saw on the wireles 
states that the level of business be- | sonata tient permitted to compete for Oscars in| board that we were in touch with the Columbus. For a gag I sent Le ; 
tween Thanksgiving and Christmas | ; ; : stale wae ggniese oat . | a gag I sent Lester 
8 . cinematography, art direction and| Allen a wire telling him that 1 wanted 50° of Sam Bernard's pinochle 
has held better than in former years. AMU sound recording, from which classi-| Pl@y. 
3008 Looks Geese : & e We @ fications they were previously barred. I had an answer in an hour. Sam had died the second night out 
Paramount, from other sources, Js | Annual dinner is slated for Feb. 29. Columbus. My comedy had turned to tragedy +s atti. 
reporied to be in the best position | | Rules committee voted a regular [The first vau iia: actin Hea. ss a 
on distribution that it has been since | TA | award for color photography to take ipceatiieis nes re a a ac Sas wone flic kers was @ mun named Max 
bankruptcy, with a larger number | 1 the place of the special statuette! has et ss 4 nana his name to G. ™ Anderson, and then 
of contracts closed for the 1939-40 | | awarded last year. Idea is that color | ts a 4 " —e mo pu ture was ‘The Great Tr “obbery.’ An artist 
season than last year, and every-| has achieved enough importance in * the : one w dag s ~ nad been @ photographer's model, was also 
thing pointing to 1940 as the best " ‘the picture industry to be placed on) a inal dala e know her as Mae Murray. ] 
year Par has had since depression, | an equal basis with black and white. My pal, Nick Dandolas, who spends more money on a rabbit hunt than 
both in sales and in theatre opera- —— | Committee nixed proposals for the! Most big shots out here do on a honeymoon, just phoned me to ce = ) 
tion. | establis > scars 9 short! would dine wit } ight ¢ *hasen’s h cid » 
Carl Dixon, Paramount financial Washington, Dec. 26. Frntornsinggarindl yy Boe pelt yet there last Bs af a pager aig ot Pag bse Ml ged ) ‘ er 
executive, who has been abroad for Sun beamed again in October for | proved a request that extras be per- She is celebrity crazy. At one table with a party oat the great osc bore 


four-and-a-half years studying the the entertainment business, according 
situation, returned to New York dur-|to the latest tax figures. After a 
ing the past week and says that he’s | cloudy period which caused despond- 
going to remain here now. Dixon de- | ency, the Treasury's monthly report 


mitted to vote in the finals for the) whose face betrays his genius. At another table was the youthful Orson 
selection of best performances and| Welles with the gang who worked with him when they were all getting 
best supporting roles by actors and) $22.75 a week in Manhattan. Welles has them all working for him at real 
actresses salaries now, and it won't be long before he is as w.k. as the great Italian 


‘lar i ‘ ; rac | showed that October was the besi s , oe 

clared that in France, where he was at * sen hee eene : Under the revised rules, awards! maestro. Mark Hellinger and his beautiful wife, Gladys Glad, arrive and 
rar j S } ! sf arly } fears. } ’ : _ ’ aN, ‘ » tel q 

= the war began, business in the Seathy es alas th niin will be handed out for best pro-| we introduce our lady friend and she is thrilled. Barbara Stanwyck, whose 

theatres was actually less than 9% : . duction, best performance by an} heart is as big as the Yosemite, and her good-looking leading man, Robert 


of normal but that when he left appeens shuenp ware acrompensad actor, best performance by an ac-| Taylor, are in the next booth with Buck Mack, the Princeton er: > 4 
Paris it was running about 65% of the return uf cool weather in Sep- tro..” best supporting performance | they smile hello. Sidney Skolsky, the | ani aa eo re. Sen 
normal. tember. sent the Government's 10% “ay 2: oe ing |] er lf Bg 4 . rig Skols y, the byliner, joins us and tells us Brvan 
admissions levy yield bounding to! 2: an actor, best supporting per- oy has been promoted at Warners and our thoughts go back to the Foy 
the highest ania sine the end of formance by an actress, best direc-| mansion in New Rochelle when the Foy fils were all in short pants and 36 


LASKY TALKS PROD 11937. Payments in November (re- tion, best screen play, best original! for dinner was the usual gathering each evening. 
| : ‘ . story. best ; lirect f inem; Sa OR ee. ae aa : / , 
a flecting October turnstile clicks) tory, best art directing, cinematog |The first vaudeville actor to incorporate pictures in his offering was 





* CVG A 





7177 ek raphy, sound recording, fi »diting ren ‘he = 
were $2,177,644. ei * 7 : _ ary = “e Lew Dockstader He and Jean Havez, his gag man, took a picture on 
. wwe ‘ sie scoring. Musici ‘lassifi- , ve : 
H IV R AL Besides hitting the $2,000,000 mark ‘ tic m peer ge s ae one cide the White House lawn one morning before the guards were up. Lew 
- th srct { : ‘ } “allo ‘alis [or two awards or 118 “0 7" 
or the first time in 1939. the October cba % Oo awart : one “st was blacked up and he had an actor made up to look like Teddy 
a : : oe! ihe best original scoring and one for nnsowe , 
yield topped 1938's best month tt : ‘ y riginal scoriny t { ° ~ Roosevelt. People walking by thought the President was talking to 
10 1° 9 \ ‘ sei > best scoring -gardles 4 , T oe : . z 
7 Hollywood, Dec. 26. (December. with collections of $2.- Sad : f sh ; ict. ti eee Oe ee Booker T. Washington, and the Secret Service grabbed the film from 
Jesse L. Lasky is reported mulling | 020.376). and was $792,923 above the ~°\'\*‘ ng spel hata —_ Lew. They were afraid of the southern vote.] 
en offer to return to film produc- |low point of the current years’ Class A members of Screen Actors . . 
tion with Universal | April : Guild will nominate candidates for _We tell Skolsky that we had been on the set at Warners to watch Eddie | 
soar ee Paeagtcircner eee oF Ee Dietitians ee ae ees the actor division. but both Class A Goulding direct ‘We Shall Meet Again.’ In the picture George Brent, Pat { 
prexy Nate Blumberg during lat- | haul from the wicket bite more than and Class B members, composed of O'Brien and Frank McHugh are playing the leads. They have been work- ' 
t “ fi i Wii I la P = . : F . 1c ctea ly ¢ }. >) 7 34° _ * ; ? 
NN ter's recent Coast trip. $50,000 above the best 1938 stanza extras and bit players, will vote in) ‘5 teadil) es Warners for seven years, a lot of income tax to pay. I'm ' 
2 is SS ae and $449.713 above the previous the finals. Nominations in the di-| 8lad I haven't got it Merle Oberon, whose real name is O’Brien; Jane 
/ ss ; month This was the fattest month- | °& tor division will be made by the Bryan, whose real name is O’Brien, and Pat O’Brien. whose real name is 
} } ° rn v< ! « L CTEM a - = é 4} “ar 0’ ra oo) yr] o peer a4 —" : Tr 
Gering $ Easterner to-month gain since the close of 1936, | "C'&€" Directors Guild, and those in Br peety Sew all working at First National. The studio is making “Three 
de ’ | This November’ payments were! Writing classification by the} Cheers for the Irish,’ but none of them is in it. 
4 —_— 9617 : Screen Writers Guild | i pr ' 
; ee $192.517 ahead of last year and only | ~CT&en Writers Guile The phone rings again, and th me it’s Sk 
j Marion Gering, former director | gpy q0q 1.1; sec peshars : . Frank Capr:; esident of the| invit .] ata this time it's John (Skins) Miller, and he 
Peg, oe : ae bi: $64.929 behind the exceedingly good au apra, presiaent oO 1€ invites me to Christmas dinner with an apology All the good wife will 
oO! aramount and Columbia, is ne- figure registered in November. 1937 Academy, declined to be a candidate) have will be a 20-pound turkev with e; i Ae j > ‘od 
gotiating with Col to produce a film Br awe “ Baga te ere : is i she with eastern oyster dressing, Cape Cod 
; an “7 : tO f As a result. the running score for | 2° the next election, which was post-/} cranberries, Kalamazoo celery. early O} o potatoe English plum pudding } 
nN 1 aSt , . ‘ ’ ari’ ni a s, Engl n pu } } 
. the asim? onl ene Shey Se " ned because so many members f and < le cha : rh 
es . the present calendar year has been | fF - nan) m Of! and some champagne from Rheims This is ‘res “vy f t 
icture wo i : a ‘ : : 4 I mm SiS a great country for vevetapies 
Pictu e would be ‘Song on Your carried to $17.971.773. which is $330.- the board of governors were out of) from the east We hate to hurt the lads’ feel bs , ne 
Bugles,’ by Eric Knight, on which ’ ie lads’ feelings, so we accept 


000 in front of the first 11 months of town. He will continue in office until 


Gering has obtained an option from | jq38 a new prexy is elected [The first exhibitors of motion pictures in California were Sid Graiu- 





Berg & Allenberg. =ia% - ans teins ta: takes basian | ro s father, David, and Toney Lubelski, in San Francisco: in Los 
en ee : : . Angetes a vn ? Talley sh , . - "hs . 
=e ii 4s M e ° N Y an inside t ck for the presidency atte Tr slipcase rates, ates had a store at Third and Main 
& A to N Y eS aire in . - on Deal Of the several names suggested, the 116 Turl re “—* _ lange was in the parlor of a boarding house et 
e . . - 1 irk Stree pan ra 7 | 7 a) 
Rufus LeMaire. agent and former | 2°ard majority is said to favor him eet, Sar ancisco, | 
om a che a assistant to Pandro Berman at RKO Rules committee consists of Melvyn W e vet a Christn as card from Robert P O'Donnell of Dallas r¢ we go 
li sacner } " . . d ouglas ire Sehary King 7 . f *k Le me ut > 4 . . r = : 
Walter Batchel planed from the Coast vesterday . vuuglas, Dore Schary, King Vidor, back to the time when Bob was an usher at the ( hicago Opera House He | 
a d< C10! 7 wy . i > , ) in f ln owes yiorat . ‘ . 
D: 2 a (Monday) for New York on a pro-|* fervyn Le Roy Joh Aalberg,) Migrated to Manhattan and was the first one we got an advance from when ‘ 
avid Broekman duction deal} Dwight Tavlo1 Edwin Stanley he was the treasurer of the Orpheu B ! r <a 
Joseph Callei 1 peed es G M a -~ Pg alge ie rpheum, Brooklyn Then came promotion as ¢ 
JOS ) a la 4 +} } ,eOor ge il iall art j l *k manager o the iplen > . 1 
laeeaiinn @iibee He'll return during the weekend. r rge Mar hi Dai ry] éanu K, = r of the Harlem Opera House Eddie Mannix was the manager of 
rs he fe fies lion . in a Charles . Trowbridge, |; the Loew’s Seventh Ave. just around the corner. Today Bob controls 150 | 
JO! sme! ; lat z »WiiISs Ss > yicture hou S ik ait a } 
Fo een E eee ARRIVALS a rn : . pm y, ia wi Mile tone,; picture houses in Texas with Kar] Hoblitzelle and Paramount; and Eddie 
io a b Rrhcnsen aii . ai wih ~ Selznick, W altel Kingsford,; Mannix is a dominant factor at Metro. Neither one of them has changed 
Tleorae Pram s rnardin« ; Molinari, Joseph Szi- av ie lertz, Be rnard Brown, Jack one iota, and that don't mean the Independent Owners Taxi Association. | 
reorge Fran geti, Helen Kirkpatrick Warner, Irving Pichel, Allan Scott. [The first y . 
Martin Freed ; Walk Disney. Farcict Edousrt. Milton firs! motion picture director was Wally McCutcheon, the father 
cg SAILINGS ive Unis Ged te Geen oe ee ee Se ee ee 
Harry M. Goetz lH ine Petes Walter Ww ; sins siat the idea taken from a column in the Times, and in it he produced the 
: : ? , ans S, alte anger and wet 7 a a ; ae Oe . ; : 
Roy Holmes Dec. 20 ‘London to New York).| four Academy representatives to be es ever to appear in a flicker. The boys took a good slug at 
. * ~ eee Oe ‘Sipe is : F : : ie idea later and they haven't stopped yet. 
Milt Howe Jooss Ballet (Volendam). i added after the election of officers. PI yet.] 


Charles Hunt My charming companion wants to know if I know any producers? She 


Nancy Kelly certainly came to the right man. In the last few years the younger genera- 
Walter Lantz » ~ . tion has been forging to the front and today the studios are sprinkled with 
ae Paul Lukas { er News P { lads who are bound to make their mark as creators of the national pastime. 
Abe Meyer er alning if) IC ures | Anthony Veiller, the son of Bayard, is a producer for Paramount. Bill ‘ 
Abe Montague | Perlberg and Freddie Kohlmar are doing the same at Columbia. Bill 


Robert Montgomery _- Jacobs, the so ‘ ; j i 
; i Ss, son of Abe Jacobs, the Majes ( anager, is at 
Conn Sehisninaer S e jestic (N. Y.) stage manager, 





a ee 


hi sas es eos ' rem Warners, as is Mark Hellinger, the man who le ‘The Roaring Twenties.’ 
7 OS ease Bea Lillie’s London « made ie & 
Sechert sg |} Fear ai ntisag i page s ae roseeccccrscssscedscensse@ee 3t 7) At RRO, young George Stevens is their ace man, and Benny Thaw is g0'n8 
il rw oes adhere clade Page 11 | great guns at Metro along with Arthur Freed, who made the hit, ‘Babes !n 
lalate canliecin Japs seek adjustment on U. S. pix.. eee 23 | Arms.’ At 20th Century-Fox Sidney Lanfield, the ex-vaudevillian, is tops, 

N. , * to om A. | Dick Powell-Fannie Brice show... P; i 99 | and I wouldn't eall Mervin LeRoy an old man by a long shot. , 
Stella Adler sale Page with Boyer... ....<.cecscssccces . P ner oe Sone 3 Youth is the background of the industry. It’s very comforting to have f 
Harold Clurman Gloria Jean's air break............. PT Oe Te ' epee Page 26 we that pull them in at the b.o. like Mickey Rooney, Shirley Temple, 
Olivia de Havilland is || Radio reviews: Helen Menken, Jack Benny, Shirley Temple = | Judy Garland, Bonita Granville and the girlish Galli-Curci, Deanna Duro, 
Benjamin F. Holtzman | Peggy Wood............ > here Pase 28 | not to forget the grosses rolled up by the Dead End Kids. I hope they all 
Ward Morehouse | Reve I-Gordon reunite. . Pane 23 take a lesson out of Jackie Coogan’s book. 

J. J. Murdock B&K’s Chicago names ne 35 [The first independent producers called their company ‘Imp’ in 1910. 
Laurence Olivier New act: Dead End Kids : ‘ane 36 | They lured Mary Pickford away from Biograph with the unheard of 
Harry H. Oshrin Legit ticket situation wide open ay ‘Pam 4] salary of $175 a week. Im the company were Owen Moore, King Bue- 





got and Tom Ince.) 


Harry Revel 
By golly, you get smart out here. 
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1-2 UPPED FILM B.0. 


US. Gives Brushoff 


4 —_—_——_ —-_-___—— 


to Rumors That 


Pre-Trial Augurs Any Compromise 








Washington, Dec. 26. 

Suspicion and trade gossip that the 
Justice Department has abandoned 
the principal assault in its anti-trust 
campaign against the film business 
drew a flat-footed denial last week. 
Wiilingness to hold pre-trial parleys 
with the accused majors {is not any 
confession of weakness, but a move 
to expedite the actual court pro- 
ceedings, it was made clear, 


Reaffirming their intention to 
press the issues to a conclusion, 
spokesmen stood pat on statements 
of Assistant Attorney General Thur- 
man Arnold that divorcement of ex- 
hibition is imperative to insure suffi- 
cient competition in the film indus- 
try. An unusual move was issuance 
of a formal declaration that there is 
no truth in any rumors about pros- 
pective surrender on the part of the 
law enforcers. 


The official statement read: 


‘Information has reached the De- 
partment of Justice that reports are 
being circulated in the motion pic- 
ture industry that the equity action 
of United States v. Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., et al., pending in the Dis- 
trict Court for the Southern Distr:ct 
of New York, will not go to trial. 

These reports are being circulated, 
notwithstanding the fact that it was 
stipulated by counsel for the Gov- 
ernment and the defendants that the 
case will proceed to trial on May 1, 
1940. 

‘Any such reports as are being cir- 
culated to the above effect are utter- 
ly without foundation. The depart- 
ment fully expects that the case will 
go to trial on that date. All neces- 
sary steps for preparation are being 
taken. 

‘Through pre-trial conferences, to 
be held commencing March 1, 1940, 


it is hoped that the length of the | 


trial may be materially shortened.’ 

While departmental spokesmen 
were loathe to go further, the pro- 
nouncement was regarded as refuta- 
tion of whispers that the Commerce 
Department has smoothed the way 
for a consent decree. In the past 
fortnight there have been tips that 
the Commerce peacemakers expect 
“something big’ to happen when 
talks are resumed with the majors 
early in the year. No date has been 
set, but aides of Secretary Hopkins 
have whispered that the ‘cooperation’ 
efforts now are likely to bring some 
worthwhile results and that much 
progress has been made during the 
six-month interval since the last 
group session. 


Judges Woolsey, Caffey 
Unlikely in Trust Case 


Two possibilities that loomed 
strong as trial judges in the Gov- 


4 
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Hail the Losers 


Perhaps most unique of all the 
Christmas parties. which caused 
work to halt in film company 
home offices at noon last Fri- 
day (22) was that arranged by 
Larney Goodkind, Universal's 
eastern talent scout. 

He invited all the talent he had 
interviewed during the year and 
had not signed. About 25 people 
attended, 


RFC MULLS GN 
$450,000 LOAN 
TODAY (WED.) 


Christmas rush to get out of Wash- 
ington last Friday (22) held up con- 
sideration by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. of the $450,000 loan to 
Grand National which was on the 
agenda for consideration that day. 
Next meeting of the RFC directors is 
carded for today (Wednesday) and 
an answer to the long-hanging nego- 
tiations is expected to be forthcom- 
ing. 

Saul E. Rogers, GN attorney, is 
meantime preparing the answer 
which must be filed this week to the 
$10,000,000 suit filed three weeks ago 
against Educational; its subsid, GN; 
Earle W. Hammons, prez; Jack Skir- 
ball, who was formerly associated 
with him; relatives of the two men, 
and others. Rogers said there has 














been no decision as yet as to what 
type of answer would be made to the 
suit, which he doesn’t ‘regard as seri- 
ous.’ He declared there might be a 
general denial; a motion to dismiss; 
a motion to strike out certain por- 


lars. 
Suit, which was filed by two 
stockholders, is regarded as having 





been brought for its Ssiisance value, 
| Rogers said. 





Comm’r of Commerce 
C. J. Ryan, Jr.; Want 
Other Big Biz in N. Y. 


Clendenin J. Ryan, Jr., who re- 
cently resigned as deputy commis- 
| sioner of sanitation in New York to 
| devote full time to Mayor LaGuar- 
| dia’s drive to bring film production 
to the city, moved into new head- 








IDEA 





PLANS TO OFFotT 
FOREIGN LOdata 


Other Perspective Argues 
Against Odd Admission 
Prices — However, 16-21- 
26-32-42-57c. Scales Not 
Unfamiliar in Many Parts 


of the U. S. 


—_—_——_— 


MUST BE WIDESPREAD 








Tuney Titles 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Gene Autry is doing a cycle of 
dramatized song titles at Repub- 
lic, beginning with ‘South of 
the Border,’ recently completed. | 
Schedule consists of ‘Rancho | 
Grande,’ ‘Down By the Old Mill 





Stream’ and ‘Carolina Moon.’ 








Using figures supplied by the Hays 
office, major circuit execs in New 
York point out that an increase of 
but lc in the nation’s current aver- 
age 23c admission levy would take 
care of the loss of income to Ameri- 
can producing companies by Eng- 
land’s coin-freezing regulations and 
drop in attendance. Possibility of 
an increase of at least this minor 
proportion— which wouldn’t even 
conflict with the 40c ceiling caused 
by the Federal amusement tax—is 
seen as strong for the spring if the 
foreign situation remains status quo 
and domestic business conditions 


continue to improve. tures is the idea at 20th-Fox, where 


PIX MOSTLY 
BIGGIES 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Fewer and more expensive pic- 











tions; or a motion for more particu- | 


Figures issued by the Motion Pic- | the 1940-41 program has been whit- 
| ture Producers & Distributors of 'tled down to 48 features, as against 
| America, Inc., show that. there are 52 for the current year. 
| 85,000,000 theatre admissions ev ery | moving toward the complete elimi- 
week, it is pointed out. A lc tilt/ nation of all films in the lower-B 
would mean additional gross revenue | bracket. Films now budgeted at 


Inasmuch as distributors re- | $250,000. 
Two high-budget pictures origi- 


year. 
ceive an average of 30° of the gross 
according to present estimates, their |nmally skeded for 1939-40 release, 
share of the increase would amount | ‘Brigham Young’ and “The Cali- 
to $13,260,000. If the tap could be | fornians,’ have been shifted to next 
pushed up 2c, the increase, of course | S©4502+ 

would amount to more than $26,000,- 
/000, a much higher figure than 
American distribs are now losing 
throughout all of their world mar- 








‘Juarez’ Sets Warner 
Democracy Precedent; 


chief of RKO circuit operations, de- 
clared that if the major affiliated 
circuits would up their average ad- ‘ 
| missions only 3c they Sak tottion’ sneer bp Aireiagy) = the world 
|into their producing “companies an | —— pnd can gape | — 
| additional income of almost $9,000,- likely selicak Wanaer Weak to make 
000, which would go a long way to r 
offset the foreign cuts. 
5 Chains Gross $285,000,000 oe 
Grosses of the five leading circuits | ; we has decided to abandon 
total about $285,000,000 a year. That's | jects like ‘Nazi Spy’ in obedience to 
figured at $120,000,000 for Paramount | President Roosevelt's emphasis on 
}and its partner-affiliates; $45,000,- | neutrality. 
'000 each for Loew’s Fox-West 
Coast and Warner Bros. and $30,- 
| 000,000 for RKO. Average admish 
| to circuit houses is about 30c, higher | 
|than the general average because of 
| the greater proportion of first-runs. | 
| If this 30c were upped by 3c, 
|O’Connor explained that would be | 








| Taking another tack J. J. O'Connor 
| 








‘Juarez’ Clicks in India 
Bombay, Dec. 1. 
‘Juarez’ (WB) is doing big biz 
here and elsewhere in India due 
mainly to its democracy theme and 
stress on rule by the people. 
Home rule has long been the bone 


¢rnment’s anti-trust action against | quarters in the RKO building, Radio| 10%. And 10% of $285,000,000 is| of contention between England and 


the major film companies have dis- 
appeared, leaving the probability 
that a judge from an outside district 
will have to be appointed to hear 


the case. Judge John M. Woolsey 
disqualified himself as his wife owns 


100 shares of Loew's, which he does | 


not deem advisable to sell now. 
Judge Francis G. Caffey, mentioned 
as the other possibility, has been sit- 
ting on the aluminum anti-trust case 
for almost two years in the federal 
Court. Since Caffey is no longer 
young, it would not be advisable to 
shove another long and _ technical 
Procedure into his lap, without giv- 
8 him a much needed vacation. 


Lloyd-Skirball Starter 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
. Frank Lloyd and Jack Skirball, 
ed indie production combination, 
. Ove into the General Service studio 
ext week to make ‘The Tree of Lib- 








erty,’ % 

foes recently purchased from Co- 
‘ la, which retains acing 
Tights, tains the releasing 


Budget is 
000. Sidney 


. Buchman 
his own Script 


is polishing 


said to be around $1,000.- | 


| City, yesterday (Tuesday). He had 
been working, since his resignation 
| two weeks, ago in the Mayor’s office. 

Rvan’'s new title is Commissioner 
of Commerce. Working with him, 
but concentrating on bringing other 
industries but films to New York, 
will be James Pettit. 





KORDA TO COMMUTE 





Alexander Korda, English 
ducing-member of United Artists, 
will divide his picture-making be- 
tween Great Britain and the United 
States when he completes current 
picture in England on the work of 
the British navy. Korda has several 
ideas for films, some of which could 
be best made in England, while 
others require facilities and stars of 
| Hollywood. 
{lieved Korda would arrange his af- 
| fairs accordingly during his present 
stay in England. 

! Exclusive contract held by David 
Oo. Selznick on Vivian Leigh, star of 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ permits her to 





ic V- 


make one film for Ko , WI 
jing plans for a film for her. 


PROD. IN U.S. AND ENG. 


pro- | 


| $28,500,000, which would be the an-/} her India dominion. 
| nual increase. Inasmuch as distribs | 
| get an average of 30% of this. 


|take would hit near the $9,000,000 ‘DETROIT’S RECORD 
| mark. 


| Theatre men do not only point to| 28 000 000 SPENDING 
| the le and 2c tilt figures for illu tra- | ; 4 


their 








| 


UA chief said he be-|} 





Metro's District Sales Manager 
Tells NW Exhibs to Clean Own House 


On Inequitable Zoning-Clearance 


+ ecneemeresseseneie 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 


Metro, through George A. Hickey, 
its western district sales supervisor, 
is first of the major distributing com- 
panies to help pave the way for ex- 
hibitors in the Oregon and Washing- 
ton territories to shake off inequit- 
able zoning and clearance woes that 


| have been one of the chief obstacles 


to successful theatre operation in 

those states for number of years. 
Addressing a conference of Oregon 

exhibs at the Benson hotel, Portland, 


|to which he was invited by Robert 


20TH-FOX’S 48 


H. Poole, executive secretary of the 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners, under 
whose auspices the Portland meeting 
was held, Hickey told the theatre 
operators that it was up to them to 
clean their own house, and then to 
share in greater profits brought about 
by a more equitable setup of zoning 
and clearance, in which all would 
benefit. Metro recognizes the laud- 
able aims and purposes back of the 
PCC, Hickey told the exhibs, and will 





{the theatres, providing it did not cut 


Studio is | 


of $850,000 a week or $44,200,000 a $135,000 will be upped to $200,000 or | 


will | 
| Other such films about national fig- | 
ures in foreign lands, probably sup- | 


planting pictures of the ‘Nazi Spy’ | 


sub- 


be a party to any new zoning and 
clearance setup that would benefit 
| into Metro’s revenue as a whole from 
| the territory. 

| Constructive organization, such as 
is made possible by the newly formed 
| PCC, Hickey said, is only thing that 
can benefit the theatres. Such con- 
| structive organization, the Metro su- 
|pervisor stated, must be 100% for 
| mutual benefits. Such a step, he em- 
phasized, did not necessarily mean 
that Metro would demand higher 
|terms from the exhibitors, but a 
readjustment of clearance would be 
almost certain to increase company’s 
receipts from the territory. 

Portland and Oregon exhibs, as 
well as majority of theatre operators 
throughout the Pacific Northwest, 
have for past number of years been 

due to inability of 





‘N °9 T W P |at loggerheads, 
aZl ype alks lank | these forces to get together on an 


amicable platform, 
|The first thing 


Hickey stated. 
necessary, he re- 


marked, is for a thorough house- 
cleaning by the exhibitors them- 


alene 
seives., 

Setting up of a proper zoning and 
clearance, he added, would work out 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Par Would Like to Release Goldwyn's 
Pix But Chary of Tangling With UA’ 


+ 





Confabs have been held during 
the past few weeks between reps of 
Sam Goldwyn and Paramount on re- 
lease of Goldwyn’s next pic, ‘The 
Westernez,’ but nothing has been 
signed as yet, it was learned yester- 
day (Tuesday). Par is waiting to 
see the legal reaction by United Art- 
ists to Goldwyn’s break-off with 
them of last week, before inking any 
kind of pact. 

Goldwyn, it is understood, had 
gome assurances from Par on pos- 
sibilities of a distribution deal be- 
fore he made the break with UA. 
However, he is said to have been told 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Perc Westmore renewed as makeup 
chief at Warners. 

Paramount picked up player op- 
tion on Susan Hayward. 

Kurt Goetz inked writer pact at 
Metro. 

Walter McEwen drew new con- 
tract as assistant to Hal B. Wallis at 
Warners. 

Metro hoisted Darla Hood’s op- 
tion. 


20th-Fox renewed Joan Davis’ 





by the company that it would take 
no chances on sticking its neck out 
in a legal involvement with UA. 


Talks were also held by Goldwyn | 
before the bust-up with other dis- 
tribution companies on a deal for the 
one picture. All exhibited the same 
wariness of court tangles and the 


unpleasant publicity of being made | 


to appear that they have been sharp- 
shooting to bring Goldwyn over to 
their lot. That there will be legal 
fireworks as a result of the Gold- 
wyn move is certain, Murray Silver- 
stone, UA chief, having made a 
statement to that effect last week. 


Par is understood to have the in- 
side track on Goldwyn’s pix if the 
legal end can be worked out, as it 
is said to have offered most ad- 
vantageous terms for financing ‘The 
Westerner’ and perhaps later pic- 
tures. Company is also definitely in 
need, for prestige purposes, of top 
budgeters by a name like Goldwyn. 


UA’s Goldwyn Answer Thurs. 

Answer will be filed tomorrow 
(Thursday) by Charles C. Schwartz, 
counsel for United Artists, to the 
second action in eight months 
brought against the distributing 
company by Sam Goldwyn, one of its 
owner-producers. UA will reveal in 
its reply to the suit why it refused 


to pay Goldwyn, on the date he al- | 


leges it was due, his $54,559.26 divi- 
dend in the UA producers’ bonus for 
1938, which was declared early in 
September, 1939. 


Goldwyn’s suit, filed through Max | 
D. Steuer, is a demand for interest | 


on the bonus from last Aug. 25, date 
it technically became due, until an 
indeterminate date, supposedly until 
it is finally paid. Suit charges, co- 
incidentally, that UA at first refused 
to pay the bonus altogether and re- 
veals that when a check was finally 
sent (believed to be around Nov. 15), 
it was returned because the interest 


(Continued on page 11) 


GABLE BONUSED 506 
BY M-G FOR ‘RHETT’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Clark Gable’s work as Rhett But- 
ler in ‘Gone With the Wind’ has 
won him a_ $50,000 bonus from 
Metro, to whom he is under con- 
tract. 
International, 
‘GWTW’, 








which produced 


rights. 

Bonus is part of the pact made be- 
tween Gable and Metro when they 
loaned him out. 


Warners Loses $13,000 
Verdict in Labor Tiff 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26, 

Herbert K. Sorrell, business agent 
of the Motion Picture painters, and 
Ralph E. Teckham, his assistant, won 
a $13,000 verdict when the District 
Court of Appeals reversed a Superior 
Court decision in their suit against 
Blayney Matthews, Warners police 
chief, for false arrest during the 
Painters’ strike two years ago. 

At the previous trial, the jury 
awarded the plaintiffs $13,000 but 
Judge Walter S. Gates set it aside. 








2-For-1 Story Swap 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Story swap between Paramount 
and Warner Bros. gives Par ‘Shep- 
herd of the Hills’ in exchange for 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ and Somer- 
set Maugham’s ‘The Letter.’ 

Arthur Landau 
deal, 


% - Sy DB ~ } Y 
a ¢ aera ye Ret aby A ¥ 


act. 
, Metro renewed writer pacts with 
Leon Gordon and George Froeschel. 
James Edward Grant pacted by 
Metro on one-picture writing deal. 
John Golden (not the producer) 
given term contract as writer by | 
same studio. 





| 
Montgomery-Goetz To 
London for 2 M-G Pix; 


Sistrom’s RKO Setup 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Robert Montgomery and _ Ben 

Goetz leave for England today 
(Tues.) to revive Metro production 








Ladies, Be Good 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Jane Bryan and Olivia de Hav- 
illand, Warner stars who refused 
to play in ‘Married, Pretty and 
Poor,’ have been consigned to a 
couple of two-reel doghouses, 
known” as_ featurettes. Miss 
Bryan draws “The Japanese Mys- 
tery,’ and Miss de Havilland gets 
‘Lucky Baldy.’ 

Studio has scheduled six melo- 
dramatic shorts to replace the 
abandoned B productions. 


FEATURETTES 
WITH NAME 
CASTS 


Entirely new type of short subject, 
to combat double features by a sort 














lof compromise, is being considered by 
Warners has handed new long-| 


term writing contract to Milton| " 
| Krims. 


Warner Bros. for next year’s sched- 
ule. New shorts, if a current poll 
of 5,000 exhibs proves favorable, will 
consist of series of two-reel adapta- 
tions of such Warner full-length fea- 
ture series as ‘Penroid’ and ‘Torchy 
Blane.’ They will be made in regular 
| feature style and with name play- 





| 


Warners feel that this type sub- 


ject might find a valuable place as 
'a compromise for double bills. There 
‘are many complaints from organiza- 
tions and parents that duals keep 
patrons in theatres too long at a time. 
New type short would give the exhib 


in London. Two pictures are on the something tangible to put on his 
slate, with Goetz as production chief , marquee and yet keep down the 
and Montgomery as star. First to length of the show. New two-reel- 
roll is ‘I Had a Comrade,’ a yarn of ;€7S are compared by WB execs to 
Nazi intrigue. Second is ‘Busman’s | the ‘shortshort stories’ in magazines, 
Honeymoon,’ a detective mystery. | Waien have proved very popular. 
William Sistrom is pulling out for} Questionnaire sent out by Norman 
London within two weeks to arrange | Moray, Vitaphone sales chief, asks 
for setting up RKO’s English pro- exhibs more than 35 questions on 
duction at Denham, which he will popularity of various subjects, se- 
| supervise. Two stories are being | T€S, musicals, band shorts, value of 
readied for resumption of British | Color, comparison of one with two- 


: : : . | ] +} r} | 
| filming, one dealing with evacuation | Teelers, rating of WB shorts w on 
general | 


He was loaned to Selznick- | 


as part of the deal by! 
which Metro obtained distribution | 


negotiated the | 


lof children from London and one| Competition and asks for 
Included in the 5,000 exhibs | 
to whom they were mailed last week | 


built around British naval activities. 
Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle 

are returning to England in Febru- 

ary to resume British production. 





| | trip to the Coast on which he visited | 
WARNERS BACKLOGGED 17 exchanges. He will leave again | 


| WITH PIX TILL JUNE 


| 





| Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
| Heaviest backlog in recent years is 
|being carried at Warners, with 
|}enough pictures wholly or partially 
| finished to meet release dates until 
June. 

Production of the 1940-41 program 
starts early in February. 


Schaick Orders More 


| Camera Work on ‘Becky’ 





Hollywood, Dee. 26. 

David O. Selznick, upon return 
over weekend from eastern premiere 
of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ ordered his 
‘Rebecca’ back on shooting schedule 
Jan. 2, with indications pointing to 
extensive camera work. 

While studio contends only minor 


| reports are that principals may be 
sent to Monterey, Calif., for two or 


three weeks for new footage replac- | 


ing advance shots at that location. 





U Renews Dietrich 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Marlene Dietrich closed a deal to 
| Star again for Universal as a result 
| of the b.o. reports on ‘Destry Rides 
| Again.’ 

| Next picture, still untitled, rolls in 
| early spring with Joe Pasternak pro- 
| ducing. 








SCHWANNEKE’S PLAY 
Ellen Schwanneke, 


sion of ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ ten- 
tatively inked for lead in a new 
play to be produced by Courtney 
| Burr. Labeled 
| and written by Wesley Towner, it 
| oes into rehearsal in mid-January 
| if deal goes through. 





‘ shall for the vis-a-vis. 


4 a - ee ee U4 
See. 0B nde ¥ is: 7 hee 


continental | 
actress who played in screen ver-'| 


‘Not for Children’ | 


Burr is angling for Herbert Mar- | 


| ideas. 


were 440 Warner house managers, 

each of whom is expected to fill in 

the quiz completely and frankly. 
Moray recently returned from a 


about Jan. 1 to visit 20 more ex- 
changes in a further endeavor to 
learn what type of shorts are most 
sellable. 


| All companies producing the brief- | 


ies are holding off as far as possible 
|on decisions concerning type or num- 
| ber to be made next season. It is 
\felt that the war-created trend of 
| virtually all companies to produce 
fewer features will offer a definitely 
larger market for the one and two- 
spoolers. Producers are waiting to 


of features actually will go. 
a profound effect on short-sales pol- 


icy and influence the number to be 
| turned out, 


SS 


‘Wind Goes Big in 4 Keys 





queues. 


times. 


$25,000, showing two-a-day. 


Artists, day-and-date. 


First week boxoffice returns from initial showings of ‘Gone with 
the Wind’ reveal the Selznick film version of Margaret Mitchell's novel 
to be pointing to hefty grosses. Variety correspondents in Boston, Cin. 
cinnati and Atlanta, the only out-of-town spots already opened, be. 
sides Broadway, report the extraordinary length of the film (three 
hours and 40 minutes) as holding down receipts despite boxoffice 


On Broadway the small capacity Astor has been a sellout since last 
Tuesday's opening, on the basis of two-a-day, reserved seat policy, 
Astor receipts for the first seven days were $23,000, tops. At the Caps 
itol, the Loew organization is trying out a continuous policy, three 
shows daily, with the last complete unreeling starting at 9 p.m. With 
boxoffice scale pushed to 75c. mats and $1.65 eves, money possibilities 
in the Capitol at these prices can come close to $90,000. Film in first 
seven days reached within a few dollars of $70,000. Considered good, 
in view of the absence of audience turnover and unorthodox starting 


In Boston film will collect $38,000, as a three-a-day at the Orpheum, 
and will do about $33,000, two-a-day at the State. 
fagement, premiere opening, finished first week with capacity biz of 
In Cincinnati the first week’s take will 
touch $20,000, on a three-a-day policy, Plan to switch the Cincy Capi- 
tol policy to two-a-day, reserved seats, has been abandoned, 

Picture opens in Los Angeles tomorrow (28) at Carthay and United 


The Atlanta en- 











New Newsreelers’ Union 
Deal K.0.’s Interchange 








national Photographers (made up 
| largely of newsreel cameramen in 
| the east) was signatured last week, 
with details agreed on late Friday 
| (15). Pact differs little from the 
| original agreement handed the pho- 
tographers shortly before the NRA 
was killed. 


ed as a cleancut victory for the 
union. This is based on the $100 
weekly base rate, meaning that most 
cameramen will receive $110 weekly 
minimum. 
ing the old $100 minimum are to be 
included in the raise likely will be 
settled by arbitration. Wage boost 
;is retroactive to October last. 

Workers hired by the day will get 
a $40 minimum instead of the old 
$35 scale. Insurance clause will be 
decided at a later date. 

One vital change as the new con- 
tract reads prevents the interchange 


less Government 
physical setup surrounding a story 
makes necessary the coverage by a 
| Single camera crew. In case of any 
interchanging of prints otherwise, 
the union scale must be paid to the 
| photographers thus forced into idle- 


This is a new form of the old ‘stand- 
in’ rule of musicians, and obviously 
intended to sustain employment in 
photographer union ranks, It will 
| the newsreels had for trying to op- 





RKO Trustee Would Cut $2,775,142 
Tn Five Claims Down to $107,284 eto RKo's 75e Test 


reshooting will be necessary, other | 


‘erate on the ‘Associated Press idea.’ 





Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. Friday (22) reserved decision 
(on an application by Irving Trust, 
| RKO trustee, for a reduction and ex- 
punging of certain claims against the 


others. The total amount of the five 
claims filed is $2,775,142, and the al- 
lowed amount, if the judge agrees to 
the application, will be $107,284. 
The first claim is that of Joseph 
J. Cavanaugh and the Union Guard- 
ian Trust, covering a lease on the 
RKO Downtown, Detroit. Claim for 
$208,333 will be settled for $45,000. 
Next is the claim of Laura F. Albee, 
filed for $187,500 based on a note 
guaranteed by RKO Rhode Island 
Corp., to be allowed at $21,000. Then 
there is the claim of the U. S. Na- 
tional Bank of Denver, filed for 
$407,335, based on a defaulted bond 
issue of Denver Orpheum, to be al- 
| lowed at $37.522. Next is a claim of 





ham, for $14,549, based on a lease 
guarantee of RKO Southern Corp., to 
ha allowed a+ GINA 
We aAIV VV “U“ at Dever, 


Last, and 
claim of 


largest on the list is a 
the American Co. for 


company, and allowing increases in | 


the First National Bank of Birming- | 


| $1,857,425, based on a guarantee of 
bonds of RKO Western, to be al- 
| lowed at $3,558. This claim was al- 
| lowed in a larger amount previously, 
‘and this amount added represents 
interest, 
Underwriting Plan Set 

Judge William Bondy in N. Y. ap- 
proved the underwriting agreement 
|for the new RKO common stock, and 
| ordered the officers and directors of 
| the company, and Irving Trust, its 
jaan, to proceed with consumma- 
‘tion. The approved agreement is 
| Slightly different from the one sub- 
imitted Dec. 11, in that the Atlas 
Corp., the underwriters, has volun- 
tarily relinquished its demands that 
jit, as unsecured creditors (15% of all 
| unsecured claims), be ailowed to 
| participate in the purchase of the 
| stock. This would have meant that 
| Atlas would be receiving the stock 
iat $2.75, and not the $3 as agreed 
ito in the underwriting. Atlas has 
now withdrawn this provision and 
will) not participate as unsecured 
|creditors, but will still receive all 


stock not taken by Rockefeller Cen- | 


} (Continued on page 39) 


Of Footage by the Co’s. 


New wege-hour pact for the Inter-| jngness to 


The 10% tilt in salary was regard- | 


Whether salaries exceed- | 


of prints by various newsreels un- | 
regulation or the 


. : 'ness by the interchange of prints. | 
see how far this slash in the number | 4 


Pass- | 
age of the Neely bill would also have | 


The sales policy on ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ under which an account ig 
| guaranteed a 10% profit, regardless 
‘of what happens, may set a precedent 
}on the bigger pictures in future. It 
‘is believed, and to some _ extent 
feared, in various operating and dise 
tribution circles that Metro’s will 
indemnify “a theatre 
against loss may start something that 
/can’t be stopped so easily. 
| Theatre operating sources point to 
, the fact that a 10% profit on any 
|engagement is not to be sneezed at 
and that no exhibitor should be ree 
| luctant to make a deal under which 
he is assured of a net as good ag 
that. 

While Metro may take it on the 
chin in a few instances, should 
‘Wind’ fall down on the account, the 
general feeling in the trade is that 
| Metro is taking only a very small 
| gamble in view of the property it is 
distributing. Moreover, the record 
high of 70% from the first dollar 
serves as a tremendous. cushion 
against such possibilities and even if 
business does not live up to expecta- 
tions in some cases, Metro may still 
come out with 60%. 

However, if a theatre’s overhead 
is $3,500 and the picture, for the 
sake of argument, grosses only $2,500, 
then it’s a different story, vastly ree 
ducing the return to Metro or leave 
ing virtually nothing. In guaran- 
teeing a 10% return to the account, 
Metro does that only after agreement 
has been reached on what the over- 
head should be on the engagement, 
how long the picture shall play, ad- 
vertising to be spent, etc. 

The thought in certain circles {is 
, that Metro may be spoiling the exe 
hibitor and latter will demand some 
guarantee of profit when a big pice 
ture comes along and the percente 
age demands are stiff. Either that, 
or a demand by the account that the 
| percentage to apply be rubbed down 
since a distributor doesn’t have suf- 
ficient confidence in his product to 
chance a guarantee, It places the 
| distrib on the spot to some extent. 





For ‘GWTW’ Scheduling 
Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 

First half of this opening week 
for ‘Gone With the Wind’ at the 
Capitol, where it’s doing socko biz, 
permitted M-G and the local RKO 
theatre management to learn the 
public’s time-and-price preferences 
on the pic's thrice-daily screening 
setup. 

Starting scale, a tester, was fixed 
at 75c for all seats at the morning 
and afternoon sessions, and $1 for all 
but 230 reserved lodge seats at night, 
the latter priced at $1.50. 

Attendance and requests the first 
three days developed a new scale 


| 
| 
' 





which becomes effective Thursday 
(28). It is the same 75c general 
| admish for forenoon and matinee 


shows and reservations for all seats 
at night, when the number of $1.50 
seats will be increased. 





Butler’s Crosby Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
| David Butler gets the directing 
'chere on the Bing Crosby-Gloria 
| Jean co-starrer, ‘If I Had My Way, 
at Universal. 

Starting date is Feb. 1. 











10% Guaranteed Profi’ Idea On + 
GWITW Creates Many Pros and Cons 
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Predict Other Studio Labor Will 
Align With 1A in “41 on New Deals 


a 
vr 








The five-year studio basic agree- 
ment, which expires April 1, 1941, 
will in all probability be renewed at 
that time with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees returning as a signatory, it 
js predicted in informed circles, 
IATSE withdrew to handle its nego- 
tiations with the studios individually, 
leaving four other Internationals un- 
der the basic agreement. 

Presumption that these four 
unions, all affiliated with the Ameri- 


Busy Young Man 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Ezra Stone finished his picture 
assignment in Paramount’s ‘At 
Good Old Siwash’ and checked 
out for New York. 


Among his chores in the east 
are playing ‘Henry Aldrich’ on 
the radio and ‘See My Lawyer’ 
on the stage, lecturing at wo- 
men’s clubs, teaching at the 


wv 


MORE IDEAS Td 
CTIMULATE BIZ 


Spotting the No. 1 Film (Per- 
centage Picture) at Awk- 
ward Hours Discourages 
B.O. Patronage — Fre- 
quently On Too Early or 
Too Late 


CONTRACTUAL MUST? 


NG SQUAWK 


~~~ -—— - 





Studio Decorators Push Demand For 
Wage Boost Up to $35 Week: Pact 
Signing With PAs Near; Inkers Move 


a 





Hedda’s Good Deed 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 
Wage increases up to $35 a week 
will be demanded by the Society of 
Motion Picture Interior 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 


: ; Decorato 

Hedda Hopper, columnist for z ; Re ators 
on , cee j}at a meeting with producers sched- 

the L. A. Times, turned the | : 

ang es : 'uled for Jan. 3. Demands will also 

Christmas spirit to good use by Pe . 3 

: ‘ 9 ; cover settling up special classificae 

informing studios that her most 


| : ® , 
| tion for some of society’s members, 


valued gift would be a $5 check ; ‘ ‘ 
Bt ; |and provide wage jumps of 10% and 


can Federation of Labor, will seek 
a renewal in the spring of 1941 with 
the producers and that they will not 
only want the IA back with them, 
but that the George E. Browne or- 
ganization will itself desire it, is 
founded on dissatisfaction that has 
come up. It is also believed that 
negotiations for all five large inter- 
nationals in the studios will be re- 
turned to New York. Recently the 
I. has centered its negotiations on 
th Coast, while just a week ago the 
other big unions met in Atlantic 
City to formulate a new year's scale. 


The musicians, of this group, de- 
Cided to string along at the same 
scale as has applied for the past year, 
but the others, the teamsters, elec- 
tricians and carpenters, asked and 
received a 10° boost. It is effective 
immediately. Musicians are assumed 
to be willing to remain .t the same 
scale, since in the studios it is re- 
garded as high. 

As a result of the 10% increases 
voted in Atlantic City, the overhead 
to the studios will be increased about 
$1,000 each weekly. 

Pat Casey, who represented the 
producers in his capacity as labor 
adviser-contact, at the Atlantic City 
meeting, plans to leave for the 
Coast today (Wed.) and will spend 
the holidays there. 


WELLES CUFFO 
FILM FOR RKO 


Orson Welles is making ‘The 
Smiler with a Knife’ for RKO with- 
out pay. He's using many of the 
Mercury Theatre players he took to 
the Coast for ‘Heart of Darkness,’ 
which was originally scheduled to 
be produced first, ‘Smiler’ is being 
filmed while technical preparations 
are still going forward on ‘Heart,’ 

Reported explanation for Welles’ 








gratis chore is that it’s a partial re- | 


compense to the studio for the un- 
expectedly heavy expense on ‘Heart.’ 
Not only were a number of Broad- 
way actors taken to Hollywood for 
the picture and paid several weeks’ 
Salary without work, but story and 
technical difficulties have held up 
Production since early in the sum- 
mer. Now understood that Welles 
figures on using the most ambitious 
setup of sound stages for ‘Heart’ 
that have yet been attempted at 
RKO. 

Meanwhile, Campbell’s soup {fs 
said to be dissatisfied with the way 
Welles is handling its Playhouse 
dramatic series Sunday nights over 
CBS. Sponsor would prefer to air 
the program from the east, because 
of simplified tax problems at this 
€nd, as well as the fact that Camp- 
bell officials could be closer to 
88ency-production confabs. But with 
Welles tied up in a picture deal, the 
Series must originate on the Coast. 


‘Brother Orchid’ Back 


, Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Brother Orchid,’ semi-religious 
YE od yarn, comes off the shelf 
; te for February production 
3 Mark Hellinger. 

Richarg Connell’s story was turned 
‘OWN several months ago by Edward 


x Robin on. It i j j 
‘ inson, s being revised by 
Ear] Baldwin, . 











American Academy of Dramatic 
Art and casting plays as assistant 
to producer George Abbott. 





In line with the squawks that a lot 





payable to the Nursing School 
for the Blind. 
Six checks came through the 








of customers are being alienated by 
bad scheduling of pictures in the 
theatres, action may be taken with | 
a view to forcing exhibitors into 
playing the top films on double bills 
at more convenient times of the day, 
| notably in the evening. It is claimed 
that pfiblic protests against the way 
most theatres schedule the showing 
of their pictures must mea: that 
plenty of people pass up theatres be- 


St. Louis, Dec. 26. 
A few days after the plea of Fan- | cause the film they want to see is 
| being spotted at bad hours. 


chon & Marco for an injunction | 

against members of IATSE Local No.! If a campaign to enlighten the ex- | 
143 from picketing the 5,000-seater | hibitors, awakening them to the fact 
" e h: ic ‘ liev tr int > 

Fox and six nabes of the St. Louis eae atc idaho Ny age og . 
i mos ao wWwiltn respec 1e1r 

Amus. Co., operated by F&M, had pictures boggy amy or where 
been nixed by Circuit Judge Julius | shows are played, fails to get any- 
Nolte of Clayton, St. Louis County,} where, it is a question whether the 
| dictri . ‘ orece actior ; 
F&M filed a $200,000 libel distributors could force action in 


suit | : 
|against eight officers and 44 mem- {some way. Making it a part of the 
} agains 8 : |contract to assign the best hours of 
bers of the Local. ' the day to the choicer picture might 
| In nixing the injunction plea|be attempted. However, occasions 
| which had been under advisement ;are certain to arise where two pic- 


F&M’s Union Squawk 
Lost, Theatre Chain 
Files $200,000 Libel 

















| 


top | 


stage 


to 


for several weeks after a trial lasting | tures on a dual are of comparable | 


a week, Judge Nolte made no com- | value. 
;ment. The libel suit alleged dam- 
| ages to F&M’s business through false lever, the majority of double bills 

statements contained in handbills | being made up of what is generally 

distributed by union pickets. . ‘ 


The petition filed in the Circuit | other being of secondary importance. 


Court asks for $100,000 actual and |The No. 1 picture is usually the per- | | 
for this year and last: 


$100,000 punitive damages andjcentage film, while the other is 


that 





$3,167,896 Paid 


, month 


This does not occur so often, how- | 


referred to as the No. 1 picture, the | 


first day. 








Pix Extras in '39; 
Bigger Checks, Too 





}more for others. 


Present five-year pact between 
decorators and producers runs until 
1942, but contract recently was 
opened by the Society to negotiate 
wage tilts. Special classification will 
be asked for decorators who have 
worked on A pictures for two years 
Or more, with members in this di- 
vision seeking $135 weekly instead 
of present $100 per week wage. 

Regular division of decorators em- 
ployed on less expensive productions, 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Film extras drew $3,167,896 in sal- | 
aries from the studios for 1939, a 
gain of more than $400,000 over 1938. | 
Total of atmosphere jobs placed 
through Central Casting hit 294,688, | 
against 256,426 in 1938 and 296,107 in 
1937, one of the top years 
June was the most prosperous 
for extras, with 34,946 jobs 
handed out. 
istering 32,229. Low months were 
| November, with 16,883 placements, 
December with approximately 
| 16,000. 
Central Casting reported a trend 
|toward more use of players in the 
| $8.25-a-day and higher classifications 


and 
ania 


| and less in the $5.50 bracket. It was 
| pointed out that the increase in jobs 
| refutes the claim that producers are 
| aiming to cut down the use of extras. 


Following is a comparison of jobs 























| charges the handbills  dis- | bought flat. 1938 1939 | 
| tributed to patrons and prospective | Principle complaint is that the No.! Jan. ........ee00. 15,655 21,253 | 
| patrons were ‘calculated to expose /1 feature is being spotted at what is| Feb. ........e0- 23,326 25,280 | 
| the plaintiffs to public hatred, con-|deemed the ‘wrong’ hours, with re-/| March ..........- 15,326 24,204 ! 
tempt and ridicule and injure its! sult that fans who want to see the (9) ert 18,531 22,918 
good name and business standing.’ | lead picture, not caring about the May 23,958 7,596 
The picketing began Sept. 30 and | other, have to catch it at a time that | June ............. 27.418 34,946 
was the outgrowth of F&M trans-|is inconvenient. Too often, it is de-| July ............. 29,316 32,229 
| ferring projectionists from  one/|clared, a customer will call the the- | Aug 20,524 23,540 
| house to another without the sanc- |atre, only to learn the film he or she BOG. 6.06eKtssess 16,693 26,421 
| tion and knowledge of the Local. | wants to see goes on at a time that! Oct. ............. 24,698 23,918 
| During the injunction suit C. B. Nel- | interferes with dinner, or it’s on the | Nov. ..........66: 20,981 16,883 
}son, personnel director for F&M, |last show, so late, that getting out race a asaae hs 20,000 15,500 
testified that biz has dipped 25% | would be around midnight or there- enmesnans 
= the picketing began. | (Continued on page 47) 256,426 294,688 
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Second was July, reg- | 


currently drawing $100 weekly sal- 
ary, are secking increase to $110. A 
demand will also be made for a $15 
wage increase for assistant decora- 
tors, presently drawing down $60 per 
week. 

Producers executive committee 
‘meets this week to consider demand 
lof Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors for 10% wage hike. Under- 
standing is that producer-labor con- 
tacts who have handled negotiations 
will recommend granting the in- 
crease. Tentative deal calls for hike 
to be retroactive to Aug. 25 last, at 
| (Continued on page 11) 
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MAJORS PLAN 
NEELY ATTACK 





Major picture companies and their 
principal organization, the Hays of- 
fice, have outlined main points of 
attack in combatting the Neely bill 
before the House of Representatives 
in the forthcoming session of Con- 
month. All angles which 
alter the present meth- 
ods of doing business are being 
stressed as likely to be ruinous, 
Seven principal objections have been 
drawn up and detailed for those now 
actively engaged in trying to defeat 
the measure, already passed by the 
U.S. Senate. 

One outstanding complaint in this 
list of anti-Neely objections is that 
the bill is a price control law which 
forces retail prices on wholesale 
transactions. It complains that the 
bill requ the wholesaie dis- 
tributor to sell a single item to the 
retail dealer at the same price that 
would be quoted for the same item 


gress next 


acti 7 
drastically 


res 


as part of a large order, Further 
charged that to impose such a price 
control by law on wholesale dis- 
tribution is unheard of in other busi- 


nesses. 

Opponents of the Neely mvasure 
up this series of arguments by 
contending that the curtailed foreign 
markets for American motion pic- 
present a serious problem 
which is not helped any by the Neely 
bill. Claimed that a law to abolish 
wholesale selling and advance buy- 
ing on top of the uncertain foreign 
situation ‘may well wreck the busi- 
ness for years to come.’ 

Third argument against the bill 
points out that the only other en- 
forceable part of the measure, be- 
sides that eliminating wholesale 
selling “Sec. 3, is tabbed the 
essence of the bill), is Sec. 4 which 
outlines a true synopsis must 
be made of each feature and made a 
part of the sales contract. 

Opponents also contend that the 
Neely bill paves the way for pri- 
vate, pressure censorship of Amer- 
ican films. They claim the charge 
that blockbooking compels the ex- 
hibition of indecent or immoral] pic- 
tures is mpletely unsupported and 
has been exploded repeatedly at pub- 
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Ath-Fox’s Test Case on Daddy 
Long Legs’ May Clear Up Plagiarism 
Tendencies in Holland; Other Suits 





Bond of approximately $500 was 
posted by 20th Century-Fox last 
week in Holland in the copyright 


+ 


COMMUNITY SINGS NEW 








TYPE RAH-RAH B. 0. 


Champaign, !1l., Dec. 26. 

A substitute for double feature and 
money giveaway has apparently 
; been found in the revival of com- 
ing trial and should ordinarily be | munity singing in this town and re- 
reached in four or five months. |ports from surrounding territory in- 

Possibility exists, however, that it gicate that not only the young col- 
will not be pressed, as it was brought | jege and high school crowds, but also 
to the attention of the Dutch Minis- the regular towners are veering back 
ter of Justice last month, who is! towards wholesale warbling. 
said to have endorsed the American | Exhibitors who have tried out 
view of the copyright law and pro-| community singing here have met 
posed a confab with the Minister of | with such a response that they have 
Foreign Affairs. It was suggested | expanded the sessions to the degree 
that 20th’s rights—and those of other ‘they are taking the place of the ex- 
film companies—will be protected in | tra feature. Tried out first purely as 
the future without resorting tO an experiment, the community vocal- 
courts. Advance along this line has | jzing in the theatres has become real 
been delayed, however, by the Euro- |) .0,, exhibits billing the tonsil exer- 


suit it brought more than a year 
ago against a Dutch film producer for 
infringing on what 20th claims is its 
worldwide motion picture rights to 
‘Daddy Long Legs.’ Case has now 
been placed on the calendar await- 








PICTURES 


' ’ Dod 
Hunchback’ Dodges 
. * , e . 
Being ‘Pinked’ in Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 26. 

‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ (RKO) 
| just escaped having an ‘adults only’ 
pink ticket slapped on it by the local 
censors, with district manager Tom 
Gorman, along with RKO exchange 
chief Jack Osserman, finally convinc- 
ing ’em that there was no reason to 
exclude the children. 

Basis of the censors’ complaint 
was that the picture was too grue- 
some for the kids, but they were 
finally satisfied on the point that the 


kids have been reading the book in 
school for years with no ill effect, 


‘ONE BIG UNION 
IDEA GAINING 
SUPPORT 


Way for the proposed reorganiza- 
tion of the Associated Actors & Art- 
ists of America (Four A’s) along the 
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More Taxes, Relief Coin, Etc., Again 
Make Film Biz Legislative Target 


§.A.G. AFTER NEGRO AND 
YIDDISH FILMERS EAST 


Screen Actors Guild, which re- 
cently placed a producer of Yiddish 











After an avalanche of state legislae 
tion last year, the film industry again 
is confronted with some 10 regular 
sessions and three or four states 
which threaten to call specia] meete 
|ings in 1940. Necessity of obtaining 
added revenue is expected to Wite 





pean war. 

‘Daddy Long Legs’ case was 
brought against Neerlandia Filmpro- 
ductie, N. V., on the theory that 20th 
was entitled to copyright protection 
in the Netherlands under a recipro- 
cal agreement with the United States. 
There has never been a decision in 
a Dutch court on this reciprocal 
agreement. The two other important 
copyright cases involving American 
rights, both in regard to book publi- 


; “nt 
cation, are on ‘Gone With the Wind’ | 
| 


and ‘Fu Manchu.’ In those, ecom- 
plaint of infringement was based on 
the fact that publication was simul- 


taneous in U. S. with that in a coun- | 


try which is a signatory to the Berne 
pact, basic international copyright 
law. U.S. is not a signatory. 
der this pact, if there is publication 
in a member country, copyright holds | 
good in all other member countries. | 


The U. S. State Department has /! 


long urged thtat the U.S. A. sign the 
Berne pact to give protection to the! 
works of Americans in Holland. Film 
copyright experts are of the opin- 
ion, however, that the energy would 
be better expended in getting Hol- | 
land to respect its reciprocal obliga. | 
tion with the U. S. If it doesn’t 
respect this agreement, it is argued, 
what reason is there to expect that 
it would honor the Berne convention. 

Netherlands have long been noted 
for their alleged piracy of works of 
foreign authors. There is public sen- 


timent against such protection, it is | 


said, which was evidenced as long 
ago as 1891, when the U. S. first 
permitied protection in America to 
the work of foreigners. 





Jce Kennedy Dodges Exam 


Joseph P, Kennedy, U. S. Ambas- | 


sador to England, need not submit to 
an examination before trial in con- 


Un- | 


'cise in their ads and on the screen. 
Why this sudden shift to com- 
;munity yodeling is not completely 
| understood, but the concensus 
‘around here is that the war atmos- 
' phere has a great deal to do with it. 
|This is evidenced by the actual re- 
quests on the part of the audience 
for the old-time war whoops such as 
‘Smiles,’ ‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ 
‘Tipperary,’ ‘Long, Long Trail,’ ete. 





Ex-Exhib, Also Ex-JP, 


Under Fire in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 26. 
| George R. Hart, who disposed of 
his picture theatres in St. Louis 
County several years ago for the post 
of Justice of the Peace, is under fire 
as the ‘marrying justice’ and a suit 
to oust him from the job was filed 
last week in the supreme court by 
prosecuting attorney Stanley Wal- 
lach who charges that Hart is carry- 
ing on the duties as a J. P. despite 
the fact that his term expired Nov. 
8, 1938. This is the second time ef- 
forts have been made to stymie Hart 
who advertises by air, billboards, 





lines of ‘one big union’ was smoothed 
somewhat last week in a series of 
conferences among heads of the vari- 
ous affiliate groups. Equity’s quarter- 
ly meeting at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
was also regarded as having made 
some progress toward acceptance of 
the idea. 

After flying east with Ralph Mor- 
,gan, Screen Actors Guild president, 
| Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
|tary of the same organization, hud- 
|dled all week with officials of the 
lother unions. He also appeared be- 
\fore the Equity council to argue for 
the solidification program and at- 
tended the quarterly meeting for 
ithe same purpose. He planed back 
;to the Coast immediately after the 
|meeting Friday night (22). Mor- 
,gan had returned earlier in the week. 
| While no definite points were 
agreed upon in the series of hud-| 
dles among Four A’s execs, it was | 

felt that Thomson’s visit at least 
, tended to clear the air of a few 
smouldering issues that had de-| 
, veloped between the east and Coast | 
factions in the parent union. Al-} 
though Thomson’s session with the 
Equity coun bring all the 
results he had hoped, it was reported | 
to have ironed out several items open 








j 
| 
} 


cil didn’t 


films on its blacklist, will extend 
to the Negro field in a few days 
its drive to get contracts from indies 
making pictures in New York and 
vicinity, 

Guild will demand the same scale 
as it is getting from major film- 
makers. Paychecks range upward 
from $5.50 a day allotted extras in 
mob scenes, 


Colored Vaude Story 


Vaudeville story, tagged ‘Show 
Business,’ is next on the slate of all- 
Negro productions by Joe Seiden at 
Fort Lee, N. J. Film will star Frank 
Wilson. Story is now being broken 
down for shooting and it is expected 
to go before the lenses in several 
Seiden is also currently cut- 
ting a two-reeler with an all-Negro 
cast which he has just completed. 
With Eddie Green in top role, it is 
called ‘Whatever Goes Up.’ 


Yiddish film, ‘Motel the Operator,’ 
made by Seiden at Fort Lee, goes 
into release soon. It will open 
simultaneously at the Ascot, Clinton 
and People’s theatres in New York, 
and the Little theatre, Newark. 


weeks, 





Mary Martin Bracketed 
With Benny Allen at Par 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Mary Martin gets the top femme 





Allen comedy, scheduled for 
production at Paramount. 


July 


Meanwhile, she is slated to star in 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ if she com- 
pletes her stage work in time. 


Dies Committee Avers 20 


Filmers Are Communists 
Washington, Dec. 26. 


+n to Ayote : 
pres peste Pt ine t to misunderstanding. | 7 - 
street cars, ete., that he will wed Mood f the Eauity arter] | Report to the Dies committee by 
couples st any hour of the day or) “Oe OF ine Squy = QUArtersy | ' Tec : 
, _- ; shes OP meeting whic ‘as sparsely at its investigators today (Tuesday) de- 
|night. The first suit is still pending | ™* 5s cn WES Spareely ale 


| tended, was said to have been defi- 


|in the State’s highest tribunal. : 
favorable to the ‘one big 


| Hart insists that he has been or- | Mitely | 
| dained as a minister in the ‘Church | U0. 
of His Holiness’ and he will continue member and chairman of that or- 
to perform marriage ceremonies. ganization’s committee probing the 
| Hart’s turbulent career as a J. P. be- Four A’s, spoke in favor of the 
|gan on Dec. 28, 1934, when he was unification program, although criti- 
appointed by the County Court. H 2 000 

mee not a pe Bel sl SI * leged inconsistent policy on the mat- $3,000 a month. 
1938, but on Nov. 22 of that year, fol- | '€T- He denied reports that he was} __ Investigators 


lywood actors have been Com- 


| investigation of Communism in the 


film colony reveals that at least 40 
| industries contributed to Communist 


purported to 


for reappointment. It was denied,| Any definite action on the con-| party officers. Whether the report 


clares that at least 20 prominent Hol- | 


Philip Loeb, Equity counci] | Munists. It says that an eight-month | 


| front organizations, giving some of | 
cising the Screen Actors Guild’s al-| these groups incomes as high as| 


get | 
lowing the general election, applied | °PP°sed to the ‘one big union’ plan.) their info from former Communist | 





ness the picture business being sin. 
gled out for pet assessment projects, 
| States which will huddle early 
|next year are Kentucky, Louisiana, 
| Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jer. 
sey, New York, Rhode Island, South 
| Carolina and Virginia. California jg 
| slated to go into special session on 
an. 15. 

Numerous states among the 48 
have their tax problems and the task 
of raising relief money. New Jersey 
has a bond issue to look after. Wis. 
consin, which battled through until 
late in 1939 over tax affairs, threat. 
ens to huddle again. 

Battles over taxes and means of 
raising revenue in Georgia, Idaho 
and Illinois probably will see state 
solons going back into session again 
early next year to iron out their 
difficulties. 

In Pennsylvania, where legisla. 
tors are reported to be lamenting 
the repeal of the state admission tax, 
a special legislative session looms to 
push through some legislation to take 
the place of this taxation, or vote a 
| Similar tax. 





Pitt May Revive Rap 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 26, 

Although still in discussion stage, 
there’s a strong possibility that Pittse 
burg’s old amusement tax will be ree 
vived shortly after first of year in 
an effort to get city out of its press 
| ent financial hole. Mayor Scully ig 
| known to have requested City Solicts 
tor William A. Stewart to make a 
study of law on amusement tax levy 
to see whether city can enact it withe 








| spot in the untitled Jack Benny-Fred | out assent of state legislature. 


Plan would be to impose a levy 
similar to one state used in 1936, le 
on every 25c admission. Takes in 
every form of amusement, including 
theatres, sports and night clubs. 

Understood Scully won't propose 
this levy if City Council approves 
his measure to raise property taxes 
locally on lands and_ buildings, 
Storm of protest aroused everywhere 
over this proposal, however, likely 
| to defeat it in council, in which event 
mayor will come up with his alterna- 
tive, the amusement tax. The statee 
| wide levy, discontinued in 1937 after 
a year, brought in more than $8,000, 
000 in revenue. 





| 








Amus. Tax Tap 
San Antonio, Dec. 26. 
A new worry ts being added to 
theatre owners throughout the state 
with a new amusement tax now be- 
ing proposed to the Texas legisla- 
ture in Austin, Proposed tax would 


Texas’ 


nection with Rae Nasoff’s minority 


Fe A HD ti i, <b but Hart stuck on the job. 
one ch rc e1 Ph ion against I ara- | dition to wedding couples Hart sells 
mount, its officers and directors, ac-| trousseaus, rings, etc., to couples who 


cording to N. Y. supreme court Jus- | visit combo office-home in St. Louis 
tice Samuel Hofstadter. Apparently | County. , 

Kennedy’s own affidavit was the de- | 
ciding factor, as the ambassador de- | 
clared, ‘All the knowledge that I or| 





Hakims Seek Names 


In ad- | S@lidation plan will probably await | will be made public has not been de- 


the report of Bernard J. Reis, who 
was appointed by the Four A’s board 
as a one-man committee to study the | 
| problem and submit a possible plan. 
| His report is due Feb. 15, but a 
| preliminary statement may be forth- | 


be on admissions above 50c. and 
would be in addition to the regular 
Federal levy now in effect. 


cided. If it is released, a committee | 

member, Rep. Voorhis (Dem., Cal.), An added revenue of $21,000,000, 

declared the names of persons ac-| the largest in the history of the 

cused of Communistic activity should | state, would be the result if the bill 

‘in all fairness’ also be made public. | is passed. 
Dies committee authority expires 





on 


my assistants derived came to us by 
means of examinations into the cor- 
porate records, or consultations with 
employees. All that I could con- 


|coming before that time. Jan. 3. 


Inside Stuff—Pici 








| 
Raphael and Robert Hakim, who | 
have made pictures in France, have | 








ures 


Still Tough on Sundays 
Lynchburg, Dec. 26. 
| Burghers of Danville, Va., are get 
| ting Sunday shows the hard way. 


— Although a jury turned loose housé 
ceivabiy centribute to the present) gone to Hollywood, seeking name | manager jailed in a Sunday test case, 
action consists of my personal opin-| players for ‘Volpone,’ which they police department went out the fol- 
ions and conclusions.’ plan to make in English in this | ebechy | lowing Sunday ana arrested four 

gy eae claims $20,000,000 has | country. | Cartoon version of ‘Peter Pan,’ for which Walt Disney has purchased | more theatre employecs. Shows were 
be en lost to stockholders through The Hakims have the Stefan story rights, will not be ready for release before 1944 or. 1945. Preceding 'not stopped, however. Trial of the 
waste and mismanagement. It is his Zweig story under option and are) it on the Disney sked are ‘Pinocchio,’ now in final stages of production; the | new defendants due shortly. 
conieniion that Kennedy, who was seeking either Charles Laughton or | Stokowski-collaborated musical, tentatively titled ‘Fantazia,’ for 1941; | Ministerial group, meantime, 4s 
hired by the Paramount board in! Edward G. Robinson for the lead if ‘Bambi,’ 1942; ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ 1943, and ‘Don. Quixote’ or ‘Peter | circulating petition against Sabbath 
1936 to make a confidential report | they can set production details. . eames ' , 





Sherman’s Rep Oater 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
upped George Sherman 


on the Paramount financial status, 

could disclose information proving | 

the allegations of the complaint. 
Sherwood Vs. Fox Starts Jan. 2 


Trial of Robert E. Sherwood and! Republic 


the Playrights Producing Co.’s suit to a producer-director berth and as- | 
| signed him to handle the company’s | 
_hew western series for the 1940-41 | 


against 20th Century-Fox will begin. 
Jan. 2 in N. Y. supreme court before 
Justice Peter Schmuck. | program, 

Action seeks an injunction and ac-| Gene Autry, Roy Rogers and Three | 
counting of profits of the Fox film, Mesquiteer series will be reduced | 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln,’ Sherwood from eight to six each to make room| 
claiming the title and thence de- on the schedule for the newcomer. 
ceives the public into believing it to 
be an adaptation of his play, ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 





Cal.’s Paralysis Drive 
Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 





Pan,’ 1944. 

The 1944 date is figured as minimun, if Disney can hold to his schedule 
of one a year. So far it has been impossible, but with completion in a| 
month or so of the new Burbank plant, greater speed is hoped for. 

Sir James M. Barrie, its author, bequeathed the copyright to ‘Pan’ to 
London Children’s Hospital. In Disney’s deal with the institution, it stipu- 
lated in addition to coin, that two charity performances for the benefit of 
the hospital be given in London, when the film is released. 


| 
! 





President Roosevelt and family viewed ‘Gone with the Wind’ last night 
(Tuesday ) in the White House after producer David O. Selznick bowed out 
of an invitation to be the guest of the family from dinner yesterday until 
this morning (Wed.), 

Invite came via presidential secretary Steve Early to Selznick in New 
York. It said last night would be the last the Roosevelts would be together 
this holiday and they wanted to view ‘Wind’ ‘en famille’ before separating. 
Selznick replied that he would be delighted to be with the Roosevelt 





Par Sued for Fire 

Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 
Louis D. Lighton, Metro producer, 
jis suing Paramount for $10,000 as 
a result of a fire which destroyed 
haystacks, barns and a silo on his 

ranch last December. 
Plaintiff charges the fire was 
caused by a Par location company. 


Ah ie RP a 


Oe Sb EE 


| California’s theatrical drive for the 
| 1940 anti-Infantile Paralysis fund is 
slated for the last week in January, 
with a goal of $100,000. Half the 


contributions will be devoted to the | 


national campaign and the remainder 
turned over to local charities. 
State’s theatre audiences 


i uted $65,000 last year. 


contrip- 


rd 


family, but hoped they would appreciate that he would like even more to 


be with his own family at this season of the year after having been away 
from them so long. 





Greatly improved sentiment for picture company issues showed up in 
Wail St. during the past week, two factors directly contributing to this | 
shift in attitude. One was the strong financial report of Loew’s (with vir- | 
tually the same net profit as in the preceding fiscal year) and the other | 


(Continued on page 39) 





films. Signers have been warned they 
will not be eligible for jury duty 
trying Sunday show cases. 





Darmour Slated to Do 
3 Columbia Serials 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Larry Darmour will produce three 
serials for Columbia during 1940-41 
season, in addition to his regular 
Jack Holt starring series. 

First of new. serials will bé 
screen version of Milton Cariff news 
paper strip, ‘Terry and the Pirates, 
starting sometime in February. 


‘Lillian Russell’ Leads 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 





Alice Faye and Henry Fonda share | 


top billing in ‘Lillian Russell.’ which 
rolls Jan. 15 at 20th-Fox with Irving 
Cummings directing. 

William Anthony McGuire did the 
script, 
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Chi Shuffles Preems; Wives Plus 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY | 








Vaude Good $35,000, Loy-Powell 
Okay 146, Gulliver, Hunchback’ In 





Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Plenty of mix-up this week, with 
houses trying various openings in 
order to crack the best money 
hances. Two houses decided on 
hristmas Day get-aways, the Roove- 
velt bringing in ‘Gulliver's Travels’ 
and the Palace singling ‘Hunchback 
of Notre Dame.’ Both look for big 


a Saturday (23) the United Art- 
ists put ‘Another Thin Man’ to work 
and figured that the weekend stride 
would aid business, despite the two- 
day pre-Xmas period. Other houses 
remained on their regula, go 
opening schedule. As expected, the 
three days before Christmas were 
lenty slack, with even the pride of 
he recent releases failing to garner 
much boxoffice strength in the face 
of the last-minute shopping rush. 

Chicago has a strong entry in ‘Four 
Wives,’ which is getting plenty of 
talk from the femmes. Starting last 
night (25), the house perked up 

lenty of speed and figures to wind 
= the session with a good account 
of itself. 

Oriental got plenty of free Hearst 
advertising for the Cosmopolitan 
‘90,000 Men a Year,’ but unfortunate- 
ly these ads all broke during the 
Christmas shopping rush. Should get 
good figure, however. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B. & K.) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
%5)—'Mr. Smith’ (Col) (7th wk). 
Ready to call it a run, with ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA) slated to replace for 
the New Year’s trade. Capra picture 
indicates okay $3,500 currently after 
turning in fair enough $4,800 last 
week. 

Chicago (B. & K.) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and stage show. 

eld back by pre-Xmas shopping, 

vt should round out good $35,000. 
ast week ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) 
and vaude, mild $24,200. 

Garrick (B. & K.) (900; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Barricade’ (20th). Not much 
for this one, which sneaked in and 
will sneak out with less than $3,000, 
gad. Last week ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(UA), not much better at $3,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
20,000 Men’ (20th) and vaude. Head- 
ing for good $16,500, almost every 
awd of which will be taken in 

uring the last four days. Last week 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and vaude, 
wound up with so-so $11,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 

‘Hunchback’ (RKO). On single- 
eature basis and started yesterday 

25). Looks $25,000, great. Last week, 
Destry’ (U) and ‘Dr. Christian’ 
(RKO), finished 12-day run to fair 
$7,000 for final seven days. 

Roosevelt (B. & K.) (1,500; 35-55- 
65-75)—Gulliver’ (Par). Opened 
yesterday (Monday) and should get 

18,000, excellent. Last week ‘Eliza- 

eth—Essex’ (WB), after week in 

hicago, didn’t mean much in the 
hopping rush and faded out with 

6,500 for 10-day sojourn. 


State-Lake (B. & K.) (2,700; 25- 
40)—‘Thunder’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Figures for $15,000, okay. Last 


week was off at $10,100 for ‘Co-Ed’ 
(M-G) and vaude. 

United Artists (B. & K.-M-G) (1,- 
700; 35-55-65-75) — ‘Ancther Thin 
Man’ (M-G). Opened Saturday (23) 
and looks for okay $14,000 for initial 

eek. Last week ‘Ninotchka’ (M- 

), took oke $6,700 for third and 
last session. 





‘Gulliver,’ $8,500, ‘Wives,’ 
Vaude, 514G, Seattle Clix 


; Seattle, Dec. 26. 
Christmas week finds plenty new 
Pictures. ‘Gulliver's Travels,’ at Par- 
Amount, and ‘Hardy and Son,’ at 
gitth, are particularly fitted to the 
ule season. Palomar is stepping 
out with ‘Four Wives’ and the an- 
nual local kiddie dance revue of the 
arclay school. Cooler weather is 
elping biz. Katharine Cornell and 
rances Lederer in ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ at Metropolitan, are pull- 
ing capacity biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


quite Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
Che: 27-42)—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Dr. 
Tistian’ (RKO). “Moveover indi- 
Cates fair $2,500. Last week ‘Ni- 
dual ye? and ‘Co-Ed’ (M-G) 
. OV ? j 4 j 
$2,700. veover, eight days, fair 
jpoliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
oe enon ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) 
a. han Island’ (20th) (2d run). 
wan: Only $2,700, moderate. Last 
and Hacllywood ,Cavaleade’ (20th) 
slow $2.20, usice’ (UA) (2d run), 
— yh Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
Vanish y, Son’ (M-G) and ‘Witness 
ood b (U). Anticipate $6,500, 
week’ ° ut under expectations. Last 
Life’ €member’ (M-G) and ‘What 
(Par), nine days, fair $5,000. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
‘Blondie Williams’ (Col) and 
'¢_ Baby’ (Col). Looks for 


800d $5,500. Las 





vv 


(Col), seventh week, nine days, okay 
$3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42)-—‘Remember’ (M-G) 
and ‘What Life’ (Par). Moveover 
from Fifth anticipates only $2,000, 
slow. Last week ‘Another Thin Man’ 


(M-G), eight days, nice enough 
$2,700. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(2,600; 27-42)—Tower London’ (U) 
and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th). Ex- 
pect good $5,500. Last week ‘Barri- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘Pack Troubles’ 
(20th), mild $4,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,235; 21-27- 
37-42)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) plus local 
kiddie revue. Pulling big $5,600. Last 
week ‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep), ‘Pri- 
vate Detective’ (WB), plus vaude, 
n.g. $3,400. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-42)—‘Gulliver’ (Par) and 
‘Neighbors Carters’ (Par). Indicate 
big $8,500. Last week ‘Destry’ (U) 
and Dr. Christian’ (RKO), second 
week, slow $3,500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Jamaics Inn’ (Par) and ‘Under Pup’ 
(U) (2d run). Looks like fair $2,200. 
Last week ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Touchdown’ (Par), second run, $1,- 
800, poor. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Bright 
Boys’ (U) (2d run). See big $2,800. 
Last week ‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), $2,000 mod- 
erate, 


‘4 WIVES. $4,000 
PLEASING IN 
L'VILLE 


ee ee 


Louisville, Deo, 26. 

Xmas doldrums hit here in earnest 
and biz is at a low ebb. Product is 
on the so-so order, but it probably 
doesn’t matter much, as patrons are 
not very interested. 

Nine-inch snow Saturday (23) also 
hurt biz, but Sunday and Monday 
(24-25) it disappeared under warm 
sun, 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—Intermezzo’ (UA) 
and ‘Remember’ (M-G). After move- 
over from Loew’s State, deer hunting 
is in order. Looks like dull $1,400. 
Last week, ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
(UA) and ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), 
pretty good $1,900. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 





‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) and 
‘Honeymoon Bali’ (20th). wp te 
some coin. Everything considere 


, 
’ 


fair enough at $1,400. Last week 


‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Pack Up 
Troubles’ (20th), came through for 
fair $1,500. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Call Pres- 
ident’ (M-G). Reflecting the Xmas 
letdown 
under circumstances. Probably $6,- 
500, light. Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA) and ‘Remember’ (M-G), best in 
town, wrapping up fair $6,400, and 
moveover to Brown, 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Four Wives’ (WB). Looks 
pretty good, considering general pace 
around town, and will wind up with 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Mad Em- 
press’ (WB), lacked draught and re- 
turns meager at $2,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Everything Happens Night’ 
(Par) and ‘All Women Secrets’ (Par). 
Feeling pinch of holiday week, and 
returns won’t create any cheering. 
Indications are for light $6,000, Last 
week, ‘Night Nights’ (Par) and 
‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th), impo- 
tent business getters at $5,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) and 
‘Big Guy’ (U). Displaying amazing 
strength, considering general dull- 
ness in town, and early pace indi- 
cates good $3,600. Last week, ‘Beast 
of Berlin’ (PDC) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), 
lightweight $2,800. 


MUNI, $19,000, STRONG 
IN B’KLYN; KYSER, 176 


Brooklyn, Dee. 26. 


Top attention getter currently is 
Fabian Fox, which has Paul Muni in 
'‘We Are Not Alone’ and ‘Mutiny in 
|Big House.’ Fabian Paramount is 
|holding ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ and 











t week ‘Mr. Smith’ | ‘Covered Trail,’ a second stanza, and 


and not much hoped for- 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 28 


Aster—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Night 
(Par) (27) 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 29) 

Globe—‘The Big Guy’ (U) 
(20). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 29) 

Music Hall—‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Dec. 20) 

Paramount—Gulliver’s Trav- 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘That They May Live’ 
(French Made). 


of Nights’ 


Rivoli—‘Light That Failed’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 
Roxy—'Swanee River’ (20th) 


(29th). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Sirand—‘Four Wives’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 

Week of Jan. 4 

Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(3d wk.). 

Criterion—Joe and Ethel 
Turp Call on the President’ 
(M-G) (3). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 6) 

Music Hall— Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Gulliver’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (3d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Light That 
(Par) (3d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Swanee River’ 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Four Wives’ (3d wk.). 


Failed’ 
(20th) 





Sow ane 


there’s fairly good response at Strand 
showing ‘Beast of Berlin’ and ‘Jeep- 
erg Creepers.’ 


Estimate for This Week 





Albee (3,274; 
Wrong’ (RKO) = and 
(20th), Okay $17,000. Last week, 


‘Tower London’ (U) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th), good $18,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) and ‘Nick Carter, Detective’ 
(M-G). Opened yesterday (Mon). 
Last week, ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ (M- 
G) and ‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) (2d 
wk), okay $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Eliz- 
abeth Essex’ (WB) and ‘Covered 
Trailer’ (Rep) (2d wk). Okay $18,- 
000. Last week, good $20,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Not Alone’ 
(WB) arid ‘Mutiny Big House’ 
(Mono). Nice $19,000. Last week, 
‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and ‘Dr. X’ (WB) 
(2d wk), good $18,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Beast of 
Berlin’ (PDC) and ‘Jeepers Creep- 
ers’ (Rep). Excellent $7,500, Last 
week, ‘Smashing Money Ring’ (WB) 
and ‘Laugh Off’ (U), quiet $5,000. 


‘GULLIVER’ OKE 
$8,000 IN BUFF. 


~~ 


Buffalo, Dec. 26. 

Grosses, which plummeted sharply 
during very tepid session last week, 
are still slow after pre-holiday open- 
ings. 

‘Hardys’ and ‘Gulliver’ are at Buf- 
falo and Lakes, respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). Getting $15,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Remember’ (M-G) 
and Cab Calloway orch, took sharp 





$16,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Gulliver’ (Par). Attracting juve 


trade for okay $8,000. Last week, 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and 
‘Our Neighbors’ (Par), tapered off to 
mild $6,500. 


skidded to poor $4,000. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 


Border’ (Rep) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep) 
three-day filler program, hit low 
$1,500. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 


‘Comedie Francaise’ unit. Berni Vici 
stage show should get around $13,000, 
okay. Last week (25-35), ‘Mutiny 
Big House’ (Mono) and ‘Blue Grass’ 


der $4,500, very tame. 


‘GABLES’ FOR MAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Joe May gets the director task on | 

the filming of the Nathaniel Haw- 

thorne classic, ‘The House of Seven 
Gables,’ at Universal. 

Start is slated for Dec. 29, 





with 





30-40)—‘Covered Trailer’ (Rep) and | 


——— = 


‘GWTW Big Blow on Bway, $93,000, 
In Two Houses; ‘Gulliver’-Glen Gray, 


Colman 506 Each, 


‘Wives -Lyman 456 





Business is heavy in the downtown 
New York area for Christmas week 
and the cops are going crazy trying 
to fill rush calls from managers who 
are being beleagured by heavy 
crowds. This is not true of all thea- 
tres but holds for the majority, par- 
ticularly on the matinees. Over the 
three-day Xmas weekend the mobs 
were knocking down the doors at the 
Capitol, Music Hall, Paramount, 
Strand and some other houses, while 
yesterday (Tues.) the daytime crush 
was very heavy, so much so that 
some storekeepers next to theatres 
were beginning to complain. The 
Par yesterday (Tues.) played to 
13,758 people by 3 p.m. all-time at- | 
tendance record for any day up to} 
that hour. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ has been 
forced to turn away a lot of people 
during the past four days but drag- 
ging ’em downtown, is responsible 
for considerable overflow that is 
falling into other houses. ‘Wind’ 
opened to the general public last 
Wednesday (20) but the first couple 
days did not come near to filling. 
Theory is that with all the publicity 
the picture got, the average fan felt 
it was no use trying to get near the 
Capitol b.o. Last-minute Christmas 
shopping also figured, plus pre-holi- 
day parties. 

However, on Saturday ‘Wind’ 
started its strong upward climb and 
on Sunday (24) went into high gear. 
On Monday (25) the house was jam- 
med to the rafters and on the week 
ending yesterday (Tuesday) the 
gross stood at nearly $70,000 in spite 
of the somewhat indifferent teeoff. 
The capacity at the Cap, with all 





25-35-50) — ‘That’s |seats sold three times daily, is around 
‘Barricade’ | $90,000, not counting the Federal tax. 


Initial week at the Astor is $23,- 
000, which is every seat sold. Thea- 
tre is not offering any standing room 
and there probably wouldn’t be any 
takers if it did. At present the ad- 
vance sale at the Astor for a couple 
months ahead is well over $100,000. 

With ‘Wind’ not monopolizing the 
town entirely, fancy grosses are 
being run up by ‘Balalaika’, ‘Gulli- 
vers Travels’, ‘Four Wives’, ‘Light 
That Failed’ and second-run State’s 
show of ‘Cat and Canary’, plus the 
Louella Parsons unit. Only disap- 
pointers on the street are ‘Every- 
thing Happens at Night’, in its second 
week at the Roxy, and ‘Reno’ at the 
Criterion. Latter washes up its week 
today (Wed) at only $5,000. The 
Sonja Henie picture will end at a 
probable $30,000, following a first 
week of about the same figure. 

‘Gulliver’s’ has the added pull of 
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma Orchestra 
at the Paramount, while ‘Four Wives’ 
has Abe Lyman’s band. Latter, at 
Strand, looks about $45,000, not sen- 
sational but still very good, while 





—Amazing Williams’ (Col) and 
‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col). 

day (24). 

and ‘Trapped in Sky’ (Col), hum- | 
drum biz at under $4,500. ‘South of | 


| Capitol 
| ‘Wind’ (M-G) (2d week). 


| 
| 


|'a week, with all seats 
| around 


(WB), eight days for this drew un- | 





Burt Kelly producing. 


first seven days of ‘Gulliver’, with 
|Gray’s orchestra, is $50,000, again 
very nice though not capacity. Both 
houses are getting strong matinee 
business. 

Second week of ‘Balalaika’, at the 
Music Hall, is so good that the pic- 
ture may be retained a third week. 
Current (2d) stanza will be around 
$105,000, as against $86,000 for the 
first seven days. ‘Hunchback due 
next at the Hall. 


‘Light That Failed’ should hit $50,- 
000 or near, extra good for the 
Rivoli. House is the nearest to the 
Capitol but does not believe it is get- 
ting much of that overflow. Theatre 
lis claimed to be filling at the same 
itime as the Cap, dispelling the over- 


drop and came in with only so-so | flow theory. 


‘Cat and Canary’, with the Louella 
Parsons unit, should have no trouble 
| getting $30,000, very good. The stage 
| bill includes June Preisser, Arleen 

Whelan, Jane Wyman, Joy Hodges, 
i Ronald Reagan and Susan Hayward. 
| Both the Rialto and Globe ushered 





Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35 )—‘Every- | in new films Saturday (23). ‘Charlie 
thing Happens Night’ (20th) and | McCarthy, Detective’ appears a nice 
a oe en tual Ja — $9,000, while ‘Cisco Kid and Lady’ 
$7,000. zast_week, ‘Night Nights’ | wil] get the Globe $7,000 or better. 
;(Par) and ‘Television Spy’ (Par), | ate 


| Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—-‘Wind’ (M-G) (2d week). Be- 


Started Sun- | gan second week last night (Tues.), 
Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) | following first seven days of $23,000, 


all seats being sold. They are all 
gone for New Year’s week, too. 
(4,520; 75-$1.10-$1.65)— 
Day-and- 
ating with Astor, but with no seats | 
reserved here, first week’s take is | 
near to $70,000, good. House on! 
old, can do | 
$90.000, not including tax. | 
Teed off a little slowly, people fear- | 
ing inability to get near b.o. ‘Wind’ | 
set sail at top speed with arrival of | 
the holiday weekend. A total of 100 | 
cops were necessary Sunday (24). | 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Reno’ | 
(RKO). Out today (Wed.) after a} 
sad week of only $5,000, and replaced | 
by ‘Night of Nights.’ ‘Nick Carter’ 


(M-G) got $6,500, o.k. for before 
Xmas. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th). Not great suns at $7,000 or | 


better, but satisfactory -rofit for this | 


theatre. ‘City in Darkness’ (20th) 


was $5,000, fairish. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Daytime 
Wife’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Laugh It 
Off’ (WB) (ist run), doubled, plus 
Dempsey- Willard fight pictures. 
Films of the Toledo fight of 20 years 
ago believed accounting for much of 
a fair $8,000 that is being grossed. 
Last week ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
(20th) (ist run), $8,100. 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Gulliver’ (Par) and Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma band, Jimmy Savo and 
others (2d week). Begins holdover 
today (Wed.) after coming through 
to $50,000 the initial seven days, 
which included three pre-Xmas shop- 
ping days. Thus this is fancy busi- 
ness, although not the tops here. On 
the holdover the $50,000 figure is 
virtually certain to be beaten, how- 
ever. Last week, second for ‘Here 
bert’ and the Allan Jones-Mary Mar- 
tin duo, $40,000, fine. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
and stage show (2d week). Stepping 
high for a probable $105,000 and may 
hold a third stanza. First week $86,- 
000, very good for before Christmas, 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 — ‘Charlie 
McCarthy’ (U). Doing very well, 
around $9,000 and may be held over 
for New Year’s. ‘Tower of London’ 


went 12 days, doing remarkable 
$19,000. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 


‘Light That Failed’ (Par). In spite 
of the strong competition, including 





| lent. 
| (30). 


| 25-40)-——‘Judge Hardy Son’ 


‘Wind’ and the stage-show houses, 
this straight filmer is pulling ’em for 
a week of $50,000 or close, excel- 
Begins second week Saturday 
Final three days of ‘Destry’ 
was $5,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Every- 
thing Happens at Night’ (20th) and 
stage show (2d-final week). Didn’t 
do much on its first week at $30,000, 
but held for Christmas and will get 
about the same figure, disappointing. 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) being moved 
in Friday (29) for New Year's. 


State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Cat and 
Canary’ (Par) (2d run) and Louella 
Parsons unit. Plenty of action here 
this week, $30,000 or thereabouts, 
very nice. Last week ‘Intermezzo 
(UA) (2d run) and James Barton, 
Estelle Taylor, Ciro Rimac orchestra, 
around $15,0U0, poor. 


Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 }— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and Abe Lyman. 
Opening a little off here, Xmas buy- 
ing hurting, but hitting fast stride 
now and will end the first seven days 
at $45,000 or around that. This is 
fine business, though not quite sen- 
sational. Final (3d) week for ‘Eliza- 
beth and Essex’ (WB), plus Al Dona- 
hue’s band, $18,000, mild. 


ROONEY FORTE 
136 IN BALTO 


Baltimore Dec. 26. 

Shifting opening days and prod- 
uct to get most out of expected holi- 
day play, local exhibs are anticipat- 
ing extra active b.o. on heels of re- 
ported biggest retail store buying 
in seasons. Smartly spotted is p.a. 
of Dead End Kids, at the combo 
Hipp, ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ at Keith’s, 
and ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ at Loew’s 
Century. 

De luxe Stanley held off ‘Four 
Wives’ until Sun. (24) and is build- 
ing to bullish proportions. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 








15- 
(M-G). 
Building smartly to strong $13,000. 
Last week ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), not 
much at $5,600. 

Hippodrome’ (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Amazing 
liams’ (Col.) leaning heavily upon 
strong stage show headed by p.a. 
of Dead End Kids. Chalking up 
fine $15,000. Last week ‘Blondie 


(2,205; 


Wil- 





| Baby’ (Col.) had annual production 


of local talent, ‘Baltimore Follies,’ 
to thank for fairish $11,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) -—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par). 
Opened Sat. (23) and anticipating 
big biz after promising getaway. Last 
week ‘Big Guy’ (U), stayed five days 
to uneventful $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 1 -25-35- 
55)—‘Everything Happens Night’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Marking time with 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) announced to 
open Fri. (29). Henie film adding 
possible $2,500 to uneventful first 


| round at $2,700. 


Stanley (WB) (3,200: 15-25-35-40- 
(55)—‘Four Wives’ (WB). Opened 
Sun. (24) and building nicely. Last 
week ‘Dress Parade’ (WB), stay 


10 days to mildish $8.800 
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FI 
Bagdad Also Will 


Have a Commercial 
Licensing Hookup 


Commercial licensing field on pie- | 
tures, originally developed by Kay 
Kamen and Walt Disney, grows 
more competitive with Bud Fox En- | 


terprises reported planning the sale | 
of licenses to manufacturers on) 
Thief of Bagdad,’ Alexander Korda 
production for release through 
United Artists. The Kamen-Disney 
organization is presently in the field | 
on ‘Pinnochio,’ while Paramount set | 
up a department for licensing six} 
months ago on ‘Gulliver's Travels,’ 
followed by Metro for ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
and ‘Gone With Wind,’ 

‘Gulliver’ will return in commer- | 
cials a net of at least $100,000, it is | 
estimated. Picture cost $1,400,000, | 
including prints, and a budget of | 
$225,000 for advertising has been set 
up. ; 
On ‘Snow White,” Kamen-Disney 
netted a total of $498,000 on manu- 
facturing licenses. Split is 50-50 be- 
tween Kamen and Disney. 

Out of deference to Paramount 
and its release at this time of ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,’ Arthur Mayer and | 
Joe Burstyn, who distribute foreign- 
mafes in this country, have with- 
drawn ‘The New Gulliver,’ from cir- 
culation in the domestic market. This 
is the Russian version of ‘Gulliver.’ 
Their U. S. rights to this foreign- 
made expire in 1942. 

Par has warned Pocket Books, 
Inc., publishing company, that it| 
must cease all reference to Para- 
mount and Max Fleischer in its edi- 
tions of ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ which is | 
in the public domain. Although any | 
mention of Par and Fleischer might 
be regarded as of publicity value, 
Par takes the position that the| 
Pocket Books people are trading | 
upon the picture version of ‘Gulli- 
ver,’ 


ORPH., OMAHA, GOES TO 
VAUDFILM; PAR STR. PIX 








| 
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By John C. Flinn 


Sprinkled through the holiday mail expressing good 
cheer, encouragemeat and gratitude for the national 
blessings of peace and good will on part of the earth, 
anyway, there have been letters from theatre operators 
who have taken time off to discuss angles of film show- 
manship. 

The fact that these communications bear postal can- 
cellations from nearly every state in the union gives 
their contents unique value. In a day and age when 
Business leans heavily on national surveys, ballots and 
polls, percentages of those who do and those who don t, 
those who are for and those who are against, there is 
something refreshing in the informal replies to a brief, 
but earnest, recent letter of inquiry as to what was 
going on in the far-flung film industry. 

‘As I understand it,’ declares one correspondent, ‘I 
am just blowing off steam and not writing for publi- 
cation. You are responsible for any printed articles, 
and not I.’ That seems a reasonably accurate state- 
ment of the case. ; 

Thereupon the writer launches into discussion of 
various phases of current trade practices, or clearance 
and admission price protection. The subject never was 
handled with clearer analysis. From another theatre- 
man comes an expression of deepest concern as to the 
ability of Hollywood producers to adjust their budgets 
to cope with shrinking film rentals from Europe and, 
at the same time, preserve entertainment quality which 
will keep American boxoffices at the peak demands, 
Another writer declares that unless exhibitors prompt- 
ly abolish the abuses of giveaways and premiums and 
re-emphasize the film end of their programs as most 
important and essential, the next move will be to offer 
the theatres themselves as bingo prizes. And from 
the west comes the plea for fewer and better pictures, 
and quick, too, because so many well known film stars 
have ruined themselves with the public through radio 
appearances in which they have shown s0 little talent 
that their drawing values are fast disappearing. 

And in the midst of dire misgivings and distraught 
expressions comes also from the head of a large and 
expanding circuit a statement of bright optimism as 
follows: 

‘So confident am I that the industry will continue to 
go forward and will continue that growth which has 
marked it up to the present time, that my company is 
now committed to an extensive building program—in 
fact, the largest in its history. My associates and I 
could exhibit no more convincing proof of our confi- 
dence as to the future of motion pictures.’ 

From such a widespread source of film topics, ably 


| discussed, outstanding conclusion of theatre operators is 


the conviction, almost unanimous, that the time is at 
hand for drastic revision of distributor-exhibitor rela- 
tions. The issues no longer are confined to methods of 
sharing the public’s boxoffice dollar. It goes deeper 
than that, to the problem of retaining public interest 
in films. 


CHOICE PLAYING-TIME PROBLEM 


‘At present the situation is very unhealthy,’ a promi- 
nent exhibitor writes. ‘With the picture costs mount- 
ing, the distributors keep increasing the number of 
pictures to be plaved on percentage, and turning out 





Omaha, Dec. 26. 
Tri-States Theatres have switched | 
Paramount, 3,000-seater, from stage- | 
screen policy to ‘big pictures’ policy | 
and will keep house open for the| 
next few months at least, according 
to E. R. Cummings, district manager. | 


a lot of quickies that exhibitors have to absorb some- 
how or other. The result is that they (exhibs) have 
to use their good playing time to exhibit mediocre 
product, as well as poor product, and drive the patrons 
from their theatres. 

‘If an exhibitor could only play the type of picture 
that his patrons want he would be in a position to pay 
more for the product and even give it a longer run s0 


An acknowledged white elephant | that he would benefit as well as the distributor. This 


because it is off the beaten path, the 
Paramount has been open inter- 
mittently for the past several years. 
Tri-States recently unshuttered on a 
stage policy with so-so results. 

Idea is to play best pix there at 
40c top for a week and then move 
product to the Tri-States’ Omaha in 
heart of main business section for 
another week. Stage shows will be 
booked to the Orpheum, another 
3,000-seater also operated by Tri- 
States, ; 

New lineup of managers moves 
Don Allen, Omaha manager, to the 
Paramount. Don Shane, formerly 
assistant at the Orpheum, goes to 
the Omaha, and Bill Miskell, Or- 
pheum manager who has been doub- 
ling at the Par, will return to his | 
regular post. 





Shirley Temple’s First 
Personal; With ‘Bluebird’ 





| means, aS you can readily see, the voluntary or com- 
| pulsory adoption of the Neely bill prohibiting block 

booking. This is not purely theoretical. I am encoun- 
| tering the same difficulties in my own operations daily. 
| Only recently we had to play pictures like ‘Fifth Ave- 
nue Girl,’ ‘In Name Only’ and ‘When Tomorrow Comes,’ 
and give them preferred playing time because we had 
| committed ourselves to playing a certain number of 
| percentage pictures. The result was an economic loss 


for us. The industry as a whole would be better off 
had I been able to use that playing time for some other 
pictures that were not under contract and the receipts 
would have been better. There would have been more 
money after paying for the pictures than was left when 
1 played the others, and the film company would have 
received more money for the rental of the pictures 
that would have played in place of these. 

‘Of course, with the system of selling individually, 
there would be the inducement to make more worth- 
while productions to gross more at the boxoffice and 
a penalty imposed on poor productions because they 
would not be bought by the exhibitor. The result 
would be greater interest in motion pictures by the 
public and more of its entertainment dollar spent for 
motion pictures than is at present. 

‘If the entertainment value of pictures is increased 
as above stated, in my opinion there would be no ne- 
cessity for changing the scale of admissions, but if the 
present practice continues and the industry continues 
to give the poor quality of pictures that is being deliv- 
ered now, there is nothing left for the exhibitor to do 
but reduce the admission scale in order to tempt the 
public to go to the boxoffice.’ 


CLEARANCES 


Typical of numerous expressions on the problems of 
clearances between first and subsequent runs (a sub- 
ject soon to be revived for discussion when the U. S. 
Government anti-trust suits go to trial in the spring, 
is the following: 

‘Outside of the fact that the exhibitor is in for a bit 
of intensive selling, merchandising his feature, serving 
the community, providing comfort, security and con- 
venience, as well as escape into the land of make- 
believe, there is a situation in selling and distribution 
which is being consistently neglected by the producers 
and distributors, and that is the lack of pride in their 
product—and I don’t mean that part of their product 
which is machined out for the second half of a double 
bill program. 

‘The out-moded method of selling all the contracts in 
a territory over a period of 90 days is responsible for 
a practice which ig surely but steadily undermining 
the admission price structure of the first-run theatres. 

‘There is no rhyme or reason for a picture deserving 
of ‘A’ house ‘A’ time to ke released to a second run in 
any situation under 90 days, and the third, subsequent 
and suburban runs in proportion. 

‘Consider, for instance, the engagement of a top- 


territory. From $700 to $1,500 is spent on exploitation. 
This is done 52 times a year; 90% of the selling goes 
to the star, title and producer; a single salvo with very 
little cumulative benefit. How can there be cumulative 
benefit when by Thursday of the playing week they 
are already loading the exploitation guns for the fol- 
lowing week’s broadside? 





—...., 


|Weisfeldt’s Theatre 
In Close Tieup With 
Radio Station WEMP 


Milwaukee, Dec. 26, 

A tie-up between a radio Station 
and a film theatre prevails here that 
may be unique in the nation for its 
closeness and many-sided character 
Relationship in question exists be. 
tween the Riverside theatre, man. 
aged by Ed. J. Weisfeldt, and Station 
WEMP, managed by C. J. (Chuck) 
Lanprier. Both the show shop and 
the kilocycle cabin are situated in 
the same building in downtown Mi. 
waukee. 

Amateur shows in the theatre are 
broadcast on Monday nights. ‘What's 
the Answer?’ a quiz show in the 
theatre, goes on the ether Thurs. 
day nights from 9 to 9:30. ‘Stage 
Door Charley’ is a WEMP program 
consisting of interviews with newly 
arrived actors on Fridays (the day 
the theatre week begins) and thea. 
tre organ is used for daily recitals 
from 10:30 to 10:45 am. Whenevey 
the theatre has a band attraction the 
musie is broadcast over WEMP, 
Talent from the theatre is frequently 
taken to Charlie La Force's Radio 
Theatre in the Boston Store where 
the daily (11:45 to 12) man-on-thee 
street type of show attracts an estle 
mated 8,000 persons per month, 


TEXAS PLAYS UP MARY 
MARTIN'S HOMECOMING 


Ft. Worth, Dec. 26, 
Mary Martin’s heart belonged to 
Weatherford and vice versa over the 
Christmas weekend. Her homee 











| coming Friday (22) was a parade of 
bracket picture for a week's run in the key town of a/| 


welcome banners and _highjinks, 
hypoing her preem here in ‘Victor 
Herbert’ (Par). 

Photographers from nearby Ft, 
Worth and Dallas appeared to have 
snapped hundreds of pictures of her, 
and the proudest person in town wag 
Billy Jones, Negro mammy who 





‘The producer-distributor accepts this exploitation 
unblinkingly, perhaps here and there offering a co- | 
operative campaign if the original budget is hiked up | 
50% or doubled. He repays the first run campaign | 
expenditures by dropping these same pictures into | 
inferior theatres at admission prices not half that of 
the first run houses anywhere from 20 to 45 days, a| 
period in which a second run downtown and several 
suburban runs will have played the picture two days 
only, possibly three, with the selling expense one-tenth 
that of the first run and mostly of indexical character. 

‘From there it goes on to the dumps, and in most 
territories within a period of 90 days of release, all 
runs have been satisfied, with a couple of campus the- 
atres and non-theatrical institutions thrown in for good 
measure, 

‘The producers want more money. Let them take 
their million or $2,000,000 productions and handle them 
intelligently without seeing how many nickels and 
dimes they can get in before the prints wear out or 
notes fall due. 


‘And speaking of prints, their present allotment 


would be cut 25% by using horse-sense in regulating | 


the release and booking of top bracket product.’ 





DET. MGR. CASHES — 
IN ON A MISTAKE 


Detroit, Dec. 26. 

After cashing in on poor opening 
of new nabe here by staging the 
gala opening all over again, manager 
Joe LaRose comes up with another 
nifty. Near his New Harper theatre 
was the dedication of Detroit’s new | 
Denby highschool, a million-dollar | 
structure. So energetic 
hustled over cameras to take news- | 





ground in 
houses, 





cusiomers on 


Free Eats 





Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 
Eats giveaways are gaining 
local neighborhood 


On heels of free cornbeef sand- The 
wiches for Homewood patrons 
and free coffee in St. Louis Park 
lobby, the Franklin, another up- 
town spot, passes out free ham- A small 
burgers and coffee to the first 500 
Friday 
LaRose| House admission is 20c. 





$200,000 DAMAGES 
IN 2 THEATRE FIRES 


Lake Charles, La., Dec. 26. 
Paramount, second 
cinema here, was destroyed by fire 
Sunday (24), with loss estimated at 
$50,000 to $60,000. 

afternoon audience left 
the building quietly after the flames 
broke out. Origin of the blaze, 
which began near the street en- 





nights. 








reels and let it be known to the 14,- 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Shirley Temple makes her first 
personal appearance in connection 
with a picture when ‘The Bluebird’ | 


opens in San Francisco, Feb. 1. Mop- | 


pet has attended banquets and other 
Hollywood functions, but never 
walked on the stage to plug a film. 

In addition to Shirley, Don 


Ameche, Alice Faye, Henry Fonda,| 
Brenda Joyce, Linda Darnell and! 
Eddie Collins are slated to appear at| 


the Frisco preem. 





‘COMMAND’S’ 75G BALLY 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Exploitation budget of $75,000, ex- 
clusive of advertising, 
‘Dark Command,’ the Civil War pic- 
ture at Republic. 
Idea is to cash in the public interest 
aroused by ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 


OR DOSS RE DE th oe 


that he was going to run the pictures 
in his house. 

Plenty of film was ground out 
with most of the 14,000 pretty sure 


000 citizens assembled for the affair | NSS Will Distribute Par 
Accessories, Traiiers; 


trance, undetermined. George Bail- 
lio, official of the Southern Amus. 
Co., operators of theatre, carried to 
safety the ticket girl who had faint- 
ed in her glass cage outside the blaz- 
ing foyer. 

$150,600 Fire Loss 





largest | 


is allotted | 


they were in the newsreels, When 
films were printed up, however, it 
| was found that the camera was 
| shooting at pace of 16 frames a sec- 





ond instead of normal 20. Every- 
body in the film when’ it was pro- | 
jected look like halfbacks bound for | 
a touchdown. 

There was no way of slowing up 
his projection machines, so LaRose | 
decided to gag the newsreel. He'| 
shot in such captions as ‘You never | 
Saw sO many people in a hurry to) 
| get to school.’ “They must be giving | 
away something inside” The folks 
who came to see themselves in pic- 
tures took it big, laughed plenty and 
| never knew that a blunder was be- 
'ing covered up. 





Losing $25,000 a Yr. 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

National Screen Service will dis- 
tribute Paramount trailers under 
deal closed over weekend, and is 
taking over nationwide distribution 
of Paramount sales accessories, Don 
Velde, who has been in charge of 
Par accessories, moves over to Na- 
tional Screen and wherever possible 





| Par personnel in the field accessories 


departments will be absorbed. 

Par has been reported losing as 
high as $25,000 a year on its acces- 
sories sales, 

Studio will continue making its 


,;own trailers, National Screen func- 
‘tioning only in the distribution. 


Kansas City, Dec. 26, 
Orpheum theatre building at Par- 
sons, Kans., destroyed by fire last 
Tuesday (19). Theatre was part of 
three-story structure which also in- 
cluded shops, and entire loss is esti- 
mated at $150,000. 





Fire Takes an Encore 
North Baltimore, O., Dec. 26. 
For the second time during 1939, 


helped raise Mary, and has been with 
the Martin family for 35 years. She 
posed for a picture, too, with Mary 
on her lap singing ‘My Heart Be» 
longs to Mammy.’ 

Miss Martin sang at three shows 
in Weatherford Friday, four in San 
Antonio Saturday (23), and four in 
Ft. Worth Sunday. She sings in 
Dallas today (Tuesday), then leaves 
for Chicago. 


104,300 Seats Pledged 
To ‘Pot of Gold’ Campaign 


Columbus, Dec. 27. 

P. J. Wood, secretary of the Ohio 
ITO, announced that a total of 104,300 
seats was pledged last week to the 
Tums ‘Pot of Gold’ campaign. Mass 
meetings were conducted by Wood 
in Columbus, Cleveland and Cincine 
nati. A total of 200,000 seats is neces 
sary before the campaign can get 
under way. 

Each theatre owner is to be a 
sessed 3c. per seat, a total of $6,000, 
to guarantee payment of double thé 
Tum’s award. It is understood that 











‘Gulliver’s’ Break 


Detroit, Dec. 26. 

Sick and crippled children here got 
the beat on the rest of the town in 
seeing ‘Gulliver’s Travels.’ Max 
Fleischer gave the okay to have 8 
special print of film flown into town 
for showing in seven hospitals to 
the kids. Showings came a few 
hours ahead of opening at Michigat 
which wasn’t bad, since kid parties 
got plenty newspaper space. 

Local Variety club loaned its pre 
jection machinery for the charity 
shows and the Motion Picture Oper 
ators Union furnished the projec 
tionists. 


WB’S DR. EHRLICH BALLY 
Groundwork to crash editorial 
pages throughout the country with 











fire broke out in the Virginia theatre} comments on its new Fdward G. 


on Dec. 20. Ernest Walters, manager,! Robinson starrer, ‘Magic Bullets,’ i§ 


was trimming a Christmas tree in the! being laid by Warner praisery 


lobby when informed of the blaze by | 





the arrival of firemen. Smoke caused 
minor damage, 

| The building was damaged to the 
extent of $30,000 by a fire last May. 


Picture, based on life of Dr. Ehf- 
| lich, will be given special previeW 
30 key cities during January, events 
| being staged principally for those 
'who guide editorial policies of pres* 


=» 


OWMANSHIP =: 


the campaign will commence Jan. 9% ¢ 
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Wednesday, December 27, 


1939 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY > 








| ‘Guliver’ $15,500, Henie, $14,000 
| Raffles, $10,000, In Healthy Frisco 
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San Francisco, Dec. 26. 


With plenty of advance ballyhoo, 
énaffies,” at United Artists, bids fair 
to turn in a good week. Hottest 
film this week, in keeping with the 
season, looks to be ‘Gulliver's Trav- 
els’ at the Paramount. 

Biz generally is on the upbeat now 
that the Xmas shopping is over and 
kids are at liberty for a full week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Hardy 
Son’ (M-G) and ‘City Darkness’ 
(20th) (2d week). Should get very 
good $12,000. Last week fat $14,500. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) plus vaude. | 
Indicate $14,300, okay. Last week 
‘Bright Boys’ (U) plus Major Bowes’ 
unit, so-so $13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Beware Spooks’ 
(Col) (3d week). Third week looks 
for mediocre $6,500. Last \-eek, sec- 
ond, also weak at $7,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40)— 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ (Par) and ‘Neigh- 
bors Carters’ (Par). Looks like 
town’s best with an estimated $15,500, 
Last week ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) 
and ‘Call on President’ (M-G), fair 
$11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
*Tower London’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ 
(U). Moved over from the Warfield. 
Should get okay $5,500. Last week 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), $6,000, very 
good considering bill ran two weeks 
at Fox before moveover. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
5-75)—'Raffles’ (UA) plus ‘March of 

ime.” Heavy ad space in local pa- 
pers helping to neat $10,000. Last 
week ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter 
(UA), poor $5,500 for nine-day pe- 
riod. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Everything Happens Itight’ (20th) 
and ‘Cisco Kid, Lady’ (20th). Sonja 
Henie’s drawing power hereabouts 
ghould bring pretty substantial $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Tower London’ (U) 
and ‘Laugh Off’ (U), good $14,000. 


‘Wind High 206 
In Forte Cincy: 
Destry $11,500 


Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 

Riding on the gale of ‘Gone With 
the Wind’s’ swirling debut, combo 
takes of ace houses are making a 
mighty jump from last week’s sub- 
cellar grosses and exhibs are again 
believing in Santa. 

‘Wind is pounding out a smash 
first-week figure at the Capitol and 
seems a cinch to set an all-time high 
for a run at that theatre. | 

Albee’s ‘Judge Hardy and Son’ and | 
‘Destry Rides Again’, at the Palace | 
are doing okay. Dualed ‘South of the 
Border’ and ‘Beware Spooks’ are 
black markers for the Lyric. Keith's 
has a no-dicer in ‘Return of Dr. X’. 
Shubert is marking time this week 
With a h.o. on ‘Not Alone’ pending 
vaudefilm revival Friday (29). 

Estimates for This Week 

















Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Judge Hardy Son’ (M-G). Good 
12,500. Last week ‘Housckeeper'’s 


aughter’ (UA), fairly good $10,000. | 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1-$1.50) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). 
a-day showings. Pre-Yule opening 
no barrier to great $20,000 for first 
week of this long-awaited and sen- 
sationally - ballyhooed pic. With 
change to reserve-seat plan to be- 
8in on eighth day (28), and Noel to- 
do passed, plus advance New Year's | 
Eve sellout, it is destined for bigger 
second week. Last week, ‘Another 
Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d wk), 
at regular 35-42 scale, okay $4,000. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
ugh Off’ (U) and ‘Call Messenger’ 
(U) Split with ‘Blue Grass (WB) 
and ‘Black Limelight’ (Ind). Aver- 
age $2,200. Same last week on ‘Big 
Fpuse (Mono) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ 





preiths (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
Tr. x’ (WB). Poor $3,500. Last | 

state Turps Call President’ (M-G) | 
asement-scraper at $1,800. 


pyre (RKO) (1,400; 35-42 )—‘South | 


| credit for robust $12,500. 


Three- |: 


| ka’ (M-G) and ‘Sued Libel’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Mee WOR. 6s cccavees $1,779,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 173 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
HN. ¥.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
i &} 7 Serer $1,663,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 theatres) 


Indpls. Perks Up; 
‘Barricade -Vaude 
Profitable $11,000 


Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 

With Christmas coin loose in the 
town, downtown managers have 
booked in their best bets to cut them- 
selves a slice of the lucre. As a re- 
sult the b.o.s are ringing a yuletide 
symphony. 

Loews leads the pic houses with 
‘Judge Hardy and Son’, coupled with 
‘Fast and Furious’ Circle, with single 
feature, is second with ‘Gullivers 
Travels’. Indiana is in the profits 
column with ‘Four Wives’ and 
‘Honeymoon’s Over.’ Apollo, back 
on a single feature policy, is taking 
a beating from its stronger competi- 
tors with ‘Amazing Mr. Williams’, 

Lyric, with only vaude in town, is 
riding nicely with ‘Moulin Rouge’ 
on stage and ‘Barricade’ on screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (25-30-40)— 
‘Amazing Williams’ (Col). In the 
basement with brutal $1,600. Last 
week, ‘Germany Surrendered’ (In- 
die) and ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), poor 














$1,800. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (25-30-40)— 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par). Traffic 


moving back into the house again 
with nifty $10,000, helped by 25c 
price for kids, upped from 10c. Last 
week, ‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) 
and ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO), very bad 
$4,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (25-30-40)— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th). Better than 
average, $8,200. Last week, ‘Tower 


London’ (U) and ‘Night Nights’ (Par) | 


in cellar at $3,800. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (25-30-40) — 
‘Judge Hardy Son’ (M-G) with ‘Fast 
Furious’ (M-G). First pic taking 
Last week, 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Remember’ 
(M-G), puny $5,800. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 
‘Barricade’ (20th) 
Rouge’ on 
Last 


25-30-40)— 
and 


week, ‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and 


| Orrin Tucker’s orch, built to socko 


$15,900 for healthiest week-before- 
Christmas in theatre’s history. 


‘Guliver, 1246, Hardy, 





$12,000, Big in Denver 2232°E2%.,. 


Denver, Dec. 26. 
‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ at Denham, is 


best gross in months and months. 
‘Judge Hardy and Son’ is doing fine 
at Orpheum and will stick for eight 
days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA), after 
week at Denver. Poor $2,500. Last 
week ‘Elizabeth—Essex’ (WB), fair 
$3,500, after week at Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 

“Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at Orpheum. Only $2,000, 
poor, in sight. Last week‘ Ninotch- 
(RKO), 
okay $2,500, after week at Orpheum. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)\—‘Gulliver’ (Par). Drawing big 
$12,500, with plenty of kids in tap 
Last week ‘Neighbors Carters’ (Par), 
only $4,000, poor. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Everything Happens Night’ (20th). 
Fair $7,000. Last week ‘Housekeep- 
er’s Daughter’ (UA), average $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO). Pulling big $12,000. 
Last week ‘Another Thin Man’ (M- 


‘Moulin | 
stage, profitable $11,000. | 


Lincoln Drops Way Off; 
Garbo Only Fair $3,000 





Lincoln, Dec. 26. 

Normal biz ain’t this week, so 

everybody will finish up short. Night- 

time pace was slowed over weekend 

by stores holding open house until 

10 p. m., which sucked all the money 
into the Christmas buying tills. 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750: 


10-15)—‘Peck’s Circus’ (RKO) and 
‘Phantom Stage’ (U), split with 
‘Roving Tumbleweeds’ (Rep) and 


‘State Police’ (U). Nether regions 
the first half, but whole week head- 
ing for fair $800. Last week, ‘Fugi- 
tives’ Night’ (RKO) and ‘Trigger 
Fingers’ (Vic), split with ‘Cowboy 
Quarterback’ (WB) and ‘Mesa City’ 
(RKO), light $700. 

Liberty (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- 
600; 10-25-35)—‘Amazing Williams’ 
(Col). Fairly good $2,600. Last 
week, second for ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), 
$2,900, all right. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Mostly 
matinee strength, but will go eight 
days to fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Call President’ (M-G), sad $2,200. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Everything Happens Night’ 
(20th). Fair $3,400. Last week, 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB), better than ex- 
pected, $3,100. 


Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- 
100; 10-20-25)— Beware, Spooks’ 
(Col) and ‘Married Cop’ (Rep). Good 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Espionage Agent’ 
(WB) and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col), very 
light $1,500. 


RAYE-KYSER BIG 
$28,000 IN PTSBG. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 


Looks like Xmas week will have to 
spill its b.o. goodies down the stretch. 
Still, that’s always been the way, and 
nobody’s worrying much and confi- 
dent pickup will come through as it 
has in past year. Slow getaways this 
time of season are usual, and pres- 
ently no exception, first two or three 
days of current stanza being ‘way off. 

Only spot to withstand the week- 
end successfully was Stanley, where 
combo of Martha Raye and ‘That’s 
Right, You’re Wrong’ kept ’em com- 
ing and should blaze through with 
hefty week. ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ got 
away slowly, but looks to pluck off 
most of the kid trade during vaca- 
tion week. Fulton is back in the 
running again with ‘Day-time Wife’ 
after two-week shutdown, and hope- 
ful flicked will ride two weeks. Sen- 

















(25) with ‘Blondie Brings Up Baby,’ 
| opening bill in for four days only. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U). Picture dis- 
tinct disappointment for Bergen fans 
and pretty lucky it has holiday week 
to ride through on. Figured for the 
kid trade, and that should pull it 
through modestly, anyway, for $6,000. 
| Last week, ‘Amazing Williams’ (Col) 
just fair at $4,500, and ‘Shipyard 
Sally’ (20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), 
in for three days only, around $2,000 
on Bank Night draft. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 
Wife’ 


(1,700; 25-40) 
(20th). Returns 
after two-week shut- 
down and pulling favorably on mar- 
}quee draw of Tyrone Power and 
|}Linda Darnell. Headed for around 
$7,000 or better, and likely to stick 
well heeled 


las spot still isn’t too 


| with product. 

| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.600; 25-35-50) 
|—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 
|ral for the juves and should attract 
enough of them to insure $14,000 at 
least. That’s not bad. but still 
up to expectations, either for picture 
or for holiday week. Last week, ‘Not 


not 


| Alone’ (WB) got raves but little biz, | 


; Only about $10,500. 


| Semater (Harris) 
(Col) and 


| ‘Blondie’ 


(1,750; 25-40)— 
vaude Stage 
| shows resumed yesterday (25), open- 
jing bill headed by Barry Wood run- 
ning for four days only, house going 


;}to Friday inaugural this week (29). | 


| . ° 
| Price scale a bargain. Started slowly 


| Xmas day and no opportunity of get- 

| ting line on policy’s chances yet. Last 

| week, ‘Destry’ (U), after fortnight at 
| Alvin, got 11 days and good $3,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 

at’s Wrong’ (RKO) and Martha 

| Raye unit. eal b.o. combo, with 


ator reinaugurated vaude yesterday | 


L. A. Bullish: ‘Gulliver’-Vaude 
Fine $21,000, Henie Fair $18,700, 
Mice’ Potent 1G ‘Wives 2d N. G. 





Broadway Grosses 


—_— 


Estimated Total Gross 
ca. rer $432,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear. ....cescccc $410,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘WIND’ BLOWING 
BIG $71,000 
IN HUB 


-—— 


Boston, Dec. 26. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is grabbing 
top coin and attention here this week, 
with two Loew houses (Orpheum and 
State) playing the super-epic at 75- 
$1.10-$1.50 scale, Between the two 
it will take around $71,000 the initial 
week. 

With ‘Wind’ running single feature. 
there were three solo pix on big- 
time screens Monday (25), when 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ opened 
at the Memorial. Probably more of 
a coincidence than a trend. 

‘Gulliver’ is garnering medium biz; 
holdover of ‘Destry Rides Again’ is 
satisfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Heroes Blue’ (Mono) and ‘Crashing 
Through’ (Mono), with vaude, four 











three days. 


run) and ‘Had Million’ 
sue), dual, with vaude, four days 
and ‘Legion Flyers’ (U) and 
(RKO) (2d run), double, three days 
$6,500, off. 


ter’ (M-G), dual. 
000 
‘Llano Kid’ (Par), double, same. 
| 35-40-55 )—‘Destry’ (U) and 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO), three days 
Looks like strong $20,000. Last week 


good $19,600. 











| 40-55) —‘Gulliver’ 
; bors Carters’ (Par). 
| groove, $15,000. 
| beth Essex’ 


| $3.50)-—"Gone With Wind’ 


days; and ‘Fugitive Large’ (Col) and 
‘Beware, Spooks’ (Col), with vaude, 
Indicates good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) (2d 
(Par) (reis- 


‘Rio) 


‘Destry’ and ‘Laugh Off,’ dual, very 


vv 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 


‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ at Paramount, 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ at RKO 
and Pantages, and ‘Mice and Men,’ at 
Four Star, are piling up lucrative 
grosses this holiday week. Balance 
of the town is also okay. 


Par did better than $8,000 on Sun- 
day-Monday, while ‘Hunchback’ was 
particularly strong at the RKO, 
opening Xmas Day and winding up 
with $3,500. The Pantages got bet- 
ter than $3,500 on the day. 
| The State-Chinese, with the Sonja 
Henie pic, ‘Everything Happens At 
Night,’ is moving to a fair week, 
while the WB day-dater, Downtown 
and Hollywood, are faring so-so with 
second week of ‘Four Wives.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—‘Everything Happens at 
Night’ (20th) and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), 
dual. Opening in admittedly worst 
week of the year for show biz, Henie 
pic did not pick up very good mo- 
mentum on first four days and week 
looks like around $7,200. Last week, 
‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter’ 
(M-G), almost $7,500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Smash- 
ing Money Ring’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Holdover of this bill fo Christmas 
week hardly warranted and current 
stanza looks like $5,000, after first 
seven days brought okay $8,300. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Mice and Men’ (UA). Debuted 
(22). Holiday business heading it for 
excellent $7,000. Last week, ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA) on final (sixth) week, 
fair $1,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Smash- 
ing Money Ring’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Hitting around $5,000 on holdover, 
holidays helping, after first week’s 
fairish $7,100. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
| Hunchback’ (RKO). Opened solo 
|/on Christmas day. Last week, ‘Alle- 
gheny Uprising’ (RKO) and ‘Amaz- 
ing Mr. Williams’ (Col), eight days, 
;} not so hot $7,000. 
Paramount (Par) 
» | —‘Gulliver’s 
stage show. 

















(3,595; 30-40-55) 
Travels’ (Par) and 
Geared for the juvenile 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) | and Xmas trade and should hit neat 
—Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Car- | $21,000, easily town’s leader. 
Getting pallid $4,- | h.o 
Last week, “Dr. X’ (WB) and | modeling. 


Will 


House dark last week for re- 


| RKO (2.872; 30-40-55) — ‘Hunch- 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- | back’ (RKO). Got underway (25), 
‘Laugh 
Off? (U), dual, (2d wk-4 days); and | rising’ 


Last week (8 days) ‘Allegheny Up- 
(RKO) and ‘Amazing Wil- 
-{liams’ (Col), okay $7,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)— ‘Everything Happens Night’ 
(20th) and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), dual. 





Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | Juve patronage heiped on four days 
(Par) and ‘Neigh- | last week and normal trade started 
Hitting medium 
Last week, ‘Eliza- | week, 
(WB) and ‘Private De- 
| tective’ (WB) (2d wk), $10,000, fair. | 


Orpheum (Loew). (2,900; 75-$1.10- | 40-55) —‘Hardy Son’ 


|Sunday for around $11,500. 
‘Hardy’ (M-G) and 
Carter’ (M-G), $11,700. 
United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
(M-G) and 


Last 
‘Nick 


(M-G). | ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), dual. Doing nicely 


(Par). A natu- | 


|Opened with strong advance sale.|on moveover and aided by holiday 
| Packing the house at night, but get- | trade. Should hit around $4,000. Last 
| ting relatively light morning biz and | week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
| better matinee trade. Initial week | Angel’ (M-G), neat $3,700. 

will hit around the $38,000 mark, big.| witchire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
| Last week, ‘Eternally (UA) and 65 \—'Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Inter- 


| ‘Blondie’ (Col), dual, $12,000, weak. | 6279’ (UA), dual. Excellent $6,000 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 35-35-40- | on moveover. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ 


| packing ’em in and handing over the | for sécond holiday week, inasmuch |55)—‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Nick /(M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), very 


| Carter’ (M-G). on the pale side, $6,- | good $7,000. 
(000. Last week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) and oat —a 
| ‘Llano Kid’ (Par), dual, $5,500. 
| Seollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) | cerned, is George Raft's 
—Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Dress Pa- | 5'r!pes_ at Warne r, but 
rade’ (WB) (both 2d run). N.s.h. | least spell a small profit. 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Not Alone’ (WB) | 


‘Invisible 
it will at 


| 


Estimates for This Week 


and ‘Real Glory’ (Par) (both 2d run), | ; ; : 

— oe " | Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 10-30-40) 
State (Loew) (3.600; 25-35-40-55)— | Judge Hardy Son’ (M-G). Boosted 

\‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Adding |”: sOOnEey 5 DOXOHICe COMpn a 


|}may go to fine $9,000. 


; Last wee 
‘up to biggest week this house has |.) Kildare Secret’ Ke 


(M-G) and ‘Call 


seen i 4 ¢ 3,000. Last | . ; ; 
nee a cee, ee (UA) pose ; on President (M-G ), split, $5,000, 
|‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), double, weak | Detter than expected. 


Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-30-40) 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB). Raft's no 
bait alone, but should take around 
$4,500, fair. Last week, ‘Big Guy’ 
(U) and revival ‘Submarine D-1’ 
(WB), $3,000, poor. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40)—‘Gulliver’ (Par). Kiddies 
go for this one, maybe to the tune 
of $8,000. Last week, ‘Allegheny Up- 
rising’ (RKO), ‘Tower London’ (U) 


| $8,500. 


Apollon Unit-Turf’ Fine 
$10,000, Leads Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 26. 











to Raye exerting heavy draft and 
Kyser dittoing on screen. He's al- 


with $28,006, swell. 


| ways been big on stage here, holding | >&ck to Dixie. 


|house record. Should come through | stage unit is setting the Christmas 


Santa Claus brought happy days 


and ‘Pack Up Troubles’ (20th) in 
Dave Apollon’s new 


three-way split, $3,700, poor. 


Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2,800; 





4 : - ‘ Kildare’ | 8,001 Last week, Dead | week pace at the Orpheum, sup- | 15-40-55)—‘King of Turf’ (UA) and 
(ant (Rep) and ‘Beware Spooks ve aie oo ee | End Kids in person helped ‘Cat and | ported by ‘King of the Turf.’ Town's | Dave Apollon’s unit. Pacing town 
Ol). Fair $4,500. Last week, | (M-G), $8,000, fair. : 'Canary’ (Par) to excellent $20,500, | ‘ if . _|for fine $10,000. Last week, ‘Jones 
' ‘| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— : business is generally good, snapping : , 
good $5 geote (U), surprisingly | wrutiny Big House’ Mono) and /| best pre-Xmas week house has ever Faoe 5 pool sles cries A gow Rg Sa Family Hollywood (20th), and Eve- 
,000. 5 : og | had -|lyn Brent’s unit, four days, frai 
‘Blondie Baby’ (Col). Only $2,500, had. fic pre-holiday letdown. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Des- | mor Last week ‘Beware Spooks'| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Call |" P a ; aes ie 
try’ (U) Ok oat | poor. s } atic mae ats ‘ x’ | ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ at Loew's Strand (Lichtman) (1.000: 10-2f- 
‘Re » Okay $11,500. Last week,/ (Col), after week at Rialto, and;on_ President’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. and ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ around the | and 5 ; sgt ag 
member (M-G), six days, sad | ‘Dress Parade’ (WB), good $4,000. (WB). Twinner has all of the ingre- | *‘ . : tg : | 30)— Flying Deuces’ (RKO). Doing 
¥8,000, a Rialto (Fox) (878: 23-40)—Eliza- | dients, but it’s not getting over. |corner at Malco —" as -— | all right on its share of week which 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42) | beth—Essex’ (WB), after week at! There were raves, too, for the Joe | it out for ne ~— » trade. ae is to include ‘Little Accident’ (U) 
‘No lone’ (WB) (24_ ‘k). Very | Denve and ‘Money Ring’ (WB).|Turps’ debut. May reach $5,000, but are very good at the b.o., especially | and ‘Call Messenger’ (U), two days 
Poor $3,000. Last week, sorry $4000. | Poor $1,400. Last week ‘U-Boat 29° | that's only fair biz. Last week, ‘What | at matinees. }each, to. good $2,100. Last week, 
ouse resumes vou ‘Aln pct eet | ce " * and ‘Hot aymoon’s Overt sife’ (Par) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ Ynly weak sister among the pic-|‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Legion 
day (29), Gmim policy Fri- 30th) fair $1,700 — : (WB), fairish, $4,300. itures, as far as local draw is con-! Lost Flyers’ (U), split, $2,200, good. 
p14 ii , A sf . 


if 
‘ 
i. 
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Philly Improves; ‘Gulliver’ $1 5 700 
‘Hardy,’ $16,300, Raft, 146, All Good 





Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

The old Christmas bugaboo isn’t 
living up to advance notices at some 
of the downtown houses this week. 
In fact, biz is higher than this period 
last year, especially in theatres with 
such films like ‘Gulliver's Travels.’ 
‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ ‘Ninotchka.’ 

Real sleeper is ‘Invisible Stripes 
at the Earle, which unshuttered Sat- 
urday (23) with straight pictures 
after being closed for a month due to 
difficulties with the musicians’ union. 
The Raft starrer is thumbing its nose 
at the Yuletide hoodo and looks like 
a socko $14,000 for the week. 

Not quite up to par is ‘Everything 
Happens at Night’ at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68) — 
“Tower London’ (U) (2d wk). Pick- 
ing up after slow start and is set for 
fair $9.400, after netting $11,600 for 
the initial sesh. ‘Raffles’ (UA) opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Film still hurt by the stigma cf open- 
ing at the Stanton. Yule slump 
dragged it down to weak $2,200, and 
it was pulled yesterday (Monday) 
after six days for opening of ‘Another 
Thin Man’ (M-G). Last week, ‘Dis- 
puted Passage’ (Par), fair $2,800. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). The Rooney se- 


rial still has plenty on the ball and is 


set for profitable $16,300. Great im- 
provement over the pallid $10,000 
grossed by ‘Remember’ (M-G) last 
week. ‘Hardy’ holds until Saturday 
(30), when ‘Four Wives’ (WB) opens, 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB). 
on the right foot as a straight filmer 
with plenty of black ink for neat 
$14,000. Warners is trying to run 
this house witht Class A, first-run 
films as an experiment. Has had 
reputation of showing only turkeys 
in the past in addition to stage at- 
tractions. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 
‘Everything Happens’ (20th). 
ing to write home about with $13,400 


32-42-57-68)— 


for the sesh, but much better than | (17) 
the very poor $9,800 for ‘Barricade’ | 


(20th) last week. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 


(M-G) (2d 
Garbo still plenty 


—Ninotchka’ 
Laughing 


run) 


Starting off 


socko 





lo5.40)—Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par). 
Started Wednesday (20). Good biz, 
| despite shopping rush, and_ holiday | 
rade carrying along to big $9,000 for 
Expected to stay longer. Last 
. ‘Kid 


week, | 


t 
| week. y stay 
lweek ‘Child Born’ (WB) and 
|Nightingale’ (WB), second 


» | fair $4,700. 


| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
| _"Hunechback Notre Dame’ (RKO). 
Last week 


| Opened Christmas Day. ’ 
(RKO), | 


\‘Dr. X’ «WB) and ‘Reno’ 
| with Dempsey-Willard “ight pictures, | 
| six days and very slow $3,500. | 
| Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)—'Big | 
‘Guy’ (U) with Kiddie Revue and 
i'Thurston Magic Show on. stage. | 
| Light $5,000. Last week ‘Way Down | 
South’ (RKO) with Donald Novis 
heading stage bill, $5,500 light. 


‘Calliver, $8,000, 





Night’ Plenty Bright 


$6,000 in Rosy Port. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 26. 

All houses are aiming for nice biz 
for the holiday season. ‘Four Wives’ 
is putting the Broadway over in a 
large way and another natural win- 
ner is ‘Everything Happens at Night’, 
at Paramount. 

Two fine Christmas pix are ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son’, at Parker’s UA, and 
‘Gulliver's Travels’, at Liberty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—'Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Blue 
Grass’ (WB). Bonanza at $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Tower London’ (U) and 
‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), nine days, 
good $4,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000; 30-35-40)—‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Neighbors Carters’ (Par). Get- 
ting good $9,000. Last week, ‘Barri- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
(20th), average $4,000, 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40 )—Another Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Little Terror’ (U) 
(4th wk). Okay $2,500. Third week 
$3,000, following first two big weeks 
at UA. 





‘Wives, $7,000, 


Omaha, Dec. 26. 


Double holiday should help hypo 
biz after a sorry pre-Xmas season. 
Drop in temperatures to near-winter 
clime also helping to boost b.o. takes. 

‘Four Wives’ getting the town’s 
best for $7,000 in nine days at the 
Brandeis. ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ pulling 
Paramount out of a slump with 
snappy $8,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
i\berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Mr. 
| Smith’ (Col) and ‘Xmas Carol’ (M- 
iG), dual, split with ‘Blackmail’ 





Noth 1 (M -G) and ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ 


| (WB), dual. Good $1,600. Last week, 

‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Under-Pup’ 

, dual, split with ‘Miracles’ (M- 

|G) and ‘Unmarried’ (Par), dual, $1,- 
500, so-so. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 

, | 25-35-40) —‘Four Wives’ (WB) and 


with $5,700 after husky three-week |‘Smashing Money Ring’ (WB), dual. 


run at Boyd. 
(WB), nice 
showing. 


Last week, ‘Not Alone 
$5,200 for 


second-run | Last week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) and 
™ 


»|Town’s best at $7,000 in nine days. 
‘Cafe 


Hostess’ (RKO), dual, $3,500, me- 


Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 32-42-57-68)— | diocre. 


‘Remember’ (M-G) (2d run). 
to forget with poor $4,000. Last week 


‘That's Wrong’ (RKO) slightly better 


with $4,200 


Easy | 


Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
,| ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘City Dark- 
ness’ (20th). Moveover from Par- 
}amount fairish $5,000. Last week, 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68)— | ‘Tower London’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ 
*‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par). Kids home | (U), good $6,500 in six days. 


from school for Xmas vacations re- 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 


sponsible for the neat $15,700 for this !—*Everything Happens Night’ (20th) 


animated cartoon feature. Last week 


‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) good $11,-|N. ¢, $6,000. 


200 for second round. 

Stanton (WB) 
‘Rulers Sea’ (Par). 
this thriller. Last week, ‘ 
Lady’ (20th) 
fight pic, good $5,300. 

Studio (Goldberg) (398; 32-42-57 
—‘Return Frog’ (Sel) and 
Barber’ (Sel) (3d wk). 


week. ‘Harvest’ 
Thursday (28). 


HARDY SON OK 


(French) open 





$11,700 IN K.C. 





Kansas City, Dec. 26. 

Christmas 
b.o. back to normal after weak 
nesses during shopping week. Al 


fronts are blaring strong films and 


biz is better in every house. 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 


is set for extra playing time. 
heum, 
weeks. 


Tower stuck to Friday openings. 
Weather took sudden turn Satur 


day (23), with steady rain and chilly 
temperature making driving hazard- 


ous.. Past 60 days had seen spring 
like atmosphere. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox 
west) (820 and 1,200; 


Mid 


Brought in unexpectedly for Thurs 
day opening. Getting along smooth 


ly, but not too big at $8,000 combo 


Last week ‘Barri 


was a filler 


for eight days. 
cade’ (20th), 


death at $2,000 comb 


Oo. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 


Baby’ (Col). 


(1,457; 32-42-57)— 
Fair $5,600 for 


and Dempsey-Willard 


‘Demon 
About $2,000 
for third round after neat $3,200 last 


holiday bringing the 


broke at the 
Newman Wednesday (20), solo, and 
Only 
Christmas Day opening is the Or- 
where ‘Hunchback’ moved 
in and likely to play 10 days or two 
As usual, the Midland and 


10-25-40) — 
‘Everything Happens Night’ (20th). 


in both 
spots for a four-day run and slow 


Started Friday encour- | 
agingly and looks for good trade at} 
$11,700. Last week ‘Remember’ (M- 


»}and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par), dual. 
Last week, ‘Barricade’ 
(20th) and ‘Little Accident’ (U), 
| $6,000, poorish. 


i | Paramount 


i 7 ank) (3 ° -95- 
isco Kic (Blank 000; 10 


|40)—‘Gulliver's Travels’ (Par) and 

‘What Life’ (Par), dual. Nice $8,000. 
|Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and 
‘City Darkness’ (20th), dual, $6,000, 
n.g. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25-35) 
—WMr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Blackmail’ 
(M-G). So-so $900. Last week, ‘South 
Border’ (Rep) and ‘Main Street Law- 


) 


s 


yer’ (Rep), first-run dual, $1,100, 
fairish. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Marshall Mesa City’ (RKO), 


‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep) and ‘Sky 
Patrol’ (Mono), first-run tripler, split 
with ‘Trigger Fingers’ (Cap), first- 
run; ‘Speedway’ 
Gates’ (Col), tripler. Nice $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Cowboys Texas’ (Rep), 
first-run; ‘Glory’ (UA) and ‘Dust 
Destiny’ (WB), tripler, split with 
Overland Mail’ (Mono), ‘Everybody’s 


.| wood Cavalcade’ (20th), tripler, $1,- 
1} | 100, good 





Steinbeck Trying To 
Beat Self In On B’way 


With announcement by 20th-Fox 
that ‘Grapes of Wrath’ will go into 
the Rivoli, N. Y., on Jan. 24, United 
Artists has put on added steam in its 
-| effort to get the other John Stein- 
beck story filmization, ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ on Broadway first. 


- Attempt was made by UA to pre- 
cede ‘Grapes’ in the Riv, but that 
appears impossible, as it is expected 
to hold the current pic, ‘Light That 
Failed,’ in the house, long enough to 
-| carry it up to the ‘Grapes’ date, etc. 
As result, an effort is being made to 
put ‘Mice’ into the Music Hall. 
Whether it will get in before Jan. 24, 
however, can’t be determined until 
; after the New Year’s weekend. De- 
ciding factor will be the length of 
runs of the current ‘Balalaika’ and 








G) and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), low $7,000. | ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ which 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10-/ follows, 


Nifty in Omaha 


(WB) and ‘Prison | 


Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
20-30-40) —Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and 
‘Swing Professor’ (Reliance), plus 
vaude better than average $5,200. 
Last week, ‘Mutiny Big House’ 
(Mono) and ‘Danger Flight’ (Mono) 
with vaude, par $4,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) —‘Everything Hap- 
pens Night’ (20th) and ‘Dr. Christian’ 
(RKO). Strong $6,000. Last week, 
‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Sued Libel’ 
(RKO), over the top for $5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Pri- 
vate Detective’ (WB). Strong holi- 
day program registering good $5,700. 
Last week, ‘Not Alone’ (WB) and 
‘Laugh Off’ (U), $5,000. 


'HUNCHBACK’ 








Washington, Dec. 26, 

With entire weekend falling into 
the pre-Christmas category for all 
|but one spot, even a hefty spurt for 
jthe other four days can’t bring total 
;}up to more than barely respectable 
|level. Christmas Day found ’em com- 
{ing back in droves, but the damage 
|was done. ‘Hunchback,’ only pie to 
| bow on holiday, looks for swell week 
|}and should lead town. 
| ‘Ninotchka,’ which braved Christ- 
;mas slump for solid take last week, 
{is holding to within $2,000 of same 
| figure. 

Of the two big vaude spots, neither 
|of which has an ace stage name, th@ 











Capitol appears to have the edge, | 


| With ‘Everything Happens At Night,’ 
{over the Earle, with ‘On Dress 
| Parade.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Everything Happens Night’ (20th) 


| and vaude. Al Trahan helping behind | 


| footlights, but week won’t better fair 
| $15,000. Last week, ‘Barricade’ (20th), 
{pathetic $10,000. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) (2d wk) 
|Second weck of repeat holding to 
| Satisfactory $4,500. Last week, good 
| $5,200. 

| Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
\‘Dress_ Parade’ (WB) and _ vaude. 
|Dead End Kids’ swing into gentle- 
| manlikeness roundly panned; no- 


$14,000. Last week, ‘Amazing Wil- 
jliams’ (Col) and vaude, sad $10,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
|‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Only new pic 
| bowing Christmas Day opening, with 


| hefty buildup for weeks, plus critics | 
| Hobby’ (WB), first-runs, and ‘Holiy- | hailing it as pop spectacle, may get | $10,000. 


big $15,500. Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) 
(2d wk), nine days, good $9,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Flying 
Deuces’ (RKO). Maybe oke $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Beware, Spooks’ (Col), 
weak $3,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holding 
| beautifully for $15,000. Last week 
same pic slid slightly to good $17,000. 


“HUNCHBACK? $8,500, 
SWELL IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Dec. 26. 
Usual pre-Christmas slump has 
| given way to a peppier pace, with 
main stemmers prepared to greet the 
ad Year holiday with stronger pic 
are, 

New pix are at RKO Albee, with 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ and 
Strand, with ‘Gulliver's Travels.’ 
Loew’s State is also riding high with 
‘Judge Hardy and Son.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hunchback Notre Dame’ (RKO). 
Heavy ad campaign, which stirred 
pre-opening interest, should help this 
one clear swell $8,500. Last week, 
‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO) and ‘Sued 











BIG $15,500, D.C. 


name vaude looks to get passable | 








| vv 


‘Libel’ (RKO), garnered okay $1,200 
in four-day run. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
/50)—‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Miss- 
ling Evidence’ (U). N.g. $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Grey Walls’ (Col} (3d downtown 
wk), swell $3,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
| ‘High School’ (20th) and vaude. Get- 
| ting good $6,500. Last week, ‘Biz 
Guy’ (U) and vaude, fair $6,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ (U). 


Picking up daily and should finish 
with nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Dress 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Missing Evidence’ 
(U), good $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Fugitive 
Large’ (Col). Popular Hardy series 
good for swell $13,000. Last week, 
|‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Henry Ari- 
zona’ (M-G), poor $8,800. 

Strand (Indie? (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Main 
Street Lawyer’ (Par). Opened Sun- 
day (24). Early pace indicates big 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Night Nights’ 
(Par) and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par), disap- 
pointing $4,000. 


Det. Vamps Juves: 


‘Gulliver, $18,000, 
Leading the Way 


— 








Detroit, Dec. 26. 
After the seasonal doldrums, pic 
houses here are hoping for a big hypo 
during the holidays. Town has spent 
itself poor with unprecedented 
Christmas shopping, but theatres 
hope there is some money left. 


With the kids out of school for a 
week, nearly all of the bills reflect 
juve stuff and family trade pictures. 
‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ which has had 








plenty of bally and small-fry tieups | 


| here, should bring the Michigan well 
up, while Charlie McCarthy, Detec- 
| tive,’ should do as well for the Fox. 
That the bills are aimed at the 
family trade is reflected in such 
series affairs as ‘Judge Hardy and 
Son,’ ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare,’ Sonja 
Henie and Dead End Kids on current 
| bills, 
| Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) 
'*Tower London’ 








Wife’-Davis Orch, Okay $12,000, Vs, _ 
Money Butterworth, $7,000, in Mpls 





Minneapolis, Dec, 26 

War-torn Europe hasn't got much 
on the local loop entertainment em. 
poriums currently. Tossing the tradi. 
tional seasonal goodwill into the dis. 
card, the showhouses are staging ane 
other of their recurrent battles. The 
hot stage fight between the Minne. 
sota and the Orpheum is grabbing 
most of the spotlight although ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels’ and ‘Our Neighbors, 
the Carters’, on their own, also are 


|landing considerable public atiention, 


Orpheum has tossed in Johnny 
‘Scat’ Davis and his band plus other 
acts against Charlie Butterworth 
Judy Starr and the usual impressive 
Minnesota theatre supporting array, 
With ‘Day-Time Wife’ on the screen, 
the Mort H. Singer Orpheum has a 
film advantage over the Gordie 
Greene spot, which is compelled to 
struggle along with an indie release 
of no great consequence. 

The State went to town advertise 
ing ‘Gulliver's Travels’ and the car- 
toon feature apparently merits the 
buildup. There's mixed critics’ opine 
ions regarding ‘Remember,’ Century 
offering, but customers seem to ap- 
prove it. 

With most of the houses opening 
Friday, the three pre-Christmas days 
naturally got the week off to a bad 
start, but the canto is expected to 
wind up in a blaze of boxoffice glory, 
Saturday and Sunday (23-24) were 
surprisingly good, 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Law Pampas’ (Par) and ‘Bad Angel’ 
(M-G), dual first-runs in for six 
days. Heading for good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Rio’ (U) and ‘Private Detec- 
tive’ (WB), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Lost Flyers’ (U) and ‘Inspector 
Hornleigh’ (20th), $1,400, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Remember’ «(M-G). Robert 
Taylor, Lew Ayres, etc., in cast a dis- 
tinct boxoffice help. Patrons approve 
and should build, in spite of some 
reviewers’ dissent, to good $6,000, 
Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d 


| wk), $4,000, good enough after big 


$9,500 first eight days at State. 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— 
Rasputin’ (French) opened today 
(Tues.) ‘Man Godfrey’ (Col) (reis- 
filled in acceptably for ‘Ras- 


sue) 


|} putin’ (French), which was kept out 


; when 


Catholic Legion of 
protested against 
satisfactory $800. 


Decency 
its showing. Did 
Last week, ‘Nurse 


Cavell’ (RKO) (2d wk), $400, poor. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 


‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). Adapt- 


led from novel written by a former 


(1,700: 30-40—~— | Fair $2.800 looks about tops. . 
(U) with ‘Amazing | Week, ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), $3,000, 


local newspaperman and getting 
some extra publicity because of that. 
Last 


| Williams’ (Col) (both second run), | good. 


Moveover from fair 
May climb to $6,500. 
drab $4,500 with ‘Cisco Kid Lady’ 
(20th) and ‘High Grey Walls’ (Col). 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Everything Happens’ Night’ 
(20th) and ‘Charlie McCarthy, De- 
tective’ (U). Slow start, but shows 
promise of neat $15,000. Last week. 
‘Tower London’ (U) and 
Williams’ (Col), fair $14,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-55 )\—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par) 
and ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G). With 
plenty of juvenile interest, cartoon 
should lead town with $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Cat 
Canary’ (Par), only fair $12,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
| 000; 30-49-55) —‘Cat Canary’ (2d run) 
and ‘Dress Parade’ (WB). Should 
get good $8,000. Last week, didn’t do 
bad with $6,000 on ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
(2d run) and ‘Television Spy’ (Par). 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000; 30-40-55) —‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). 
‘Hardy’s’ steady lure should cop nice 


week 


(4,000: 





G) (3d week), good $6,000. 


| 
‘Durbin, $10,000, ‘Mice,’ 
4G, Montreal Winners 


Montreal, Dec. 26. 

Upturn in grosses currently should 
see a five-figure take on Durbin opus 
at Loew's, with others also above 
last week. Zero weather is cutting 
into grosses, 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—‘Not 
Alone’ (WB). Big ballyhoo for Muni 
getting $6,500, good enough. Last 
week, ‘Daytime Wife’ (20th), poor 
$4,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
(M-G). Lucky to get $5,000, feeble. 
Last week, ‘Dawn I Die’ (WB), poor 
$4,000 on repeat. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘First Love’ (U). Getting all the biz 
in town, with excellent $10,000 in 
sight, Last week, ‘Remember’ (M-G), 
faded to $4,500, poor. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Covered 














at Fox. | 
Last week a | 390-40)—'‘Money 


‘Amazing | 


Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M- | 


| 








Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
Burn’ (Rep) and 
Charlie Butterworth and Judy Starr 


heading big stage show. As usual, 
lots of show for the low admission 


price. Butterworth and Starr not 
proving magnets. With a slow start 
because of three-day pre-Christmas 
influence will do only about $7,000 
mild. Last week, ‘Calling Marines 
(Rep) and vaude, terrible $3,500. 
Orpheum (‘(Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis’ band heading 
vaude. Stage show well liked; ditto, 
picture, and looks like big $12,000 in 
six days. Last week, ‘Roaring Twen- 


ties’ (WB), $6,500 for nine days. 
Okay. o 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 


40)—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ Par). Help- 
ed by fine advertising campaign. 
Critics and customers spilling much 
praise on this one and matince trade 
is terrific. Stretching toward g00 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), 
$4,000, poor. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—Mr. 
Smith’ (Col). First neighborhood 
showing of boxoffice sock. Heading 
for big $4,000. Last week, ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G) split with ‘Disputed 
Passage’ (Par), $2,500, mild. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
‘Neighbors, the Carters’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Has the benefit of a record 
rave from one of the newspaper Te- 
viewers and is building, but no cer- 
tainty yet that it possesses the stuff 
to make for a profitable extended 
run, even in a sure-seater spot such 
as this one. Fairly good $1,800 in- 
dicated. Last week, $1,400, mild. 

oe 





Trailer’ (WB). Pacing for fair $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Barricade’ (20th) and 
‘What a Life’ (20th), poor $2,000. ; 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50) — 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA). Looks like $4,- 
000, good. Last week, third repeat 
filler of ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter 
(UA) and ‘Man Dared’ (Par), poor 
$1,500. . 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600;  25-50)—L’Entente | Cordiale 
(4th wk). This is equivalent 0 
Xmas week for French, and pic “a 
gross at best $1,000 after poor $1,2 
last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Mon Pere et mon Papa’ an 
‘L’Etrange Nuit de Noel.’ Pacing for 
poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Femme du 
Boulanger’ and ‘Sommes-Nous De- 
fendus,’ weak $3,700. 
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b Fears of Anti-Yank Laws in Australia 


fective until it had been approved 
by the Class B membership. 
It is also denied by SAG that Class 








120 Foreign Films for Home Distrib 








B members cannot call a strike with- 
a ° out consent of Class A members, and : 
Fa ed as Theatre Circuit Deal N | points out that only recently Class + 
S Fars |B members voted almost unani- ii epor e aye i apan, 
mously to remain in Guild. Answer 
eae ee eal + also denies that Guild exercises con- ° ° a 
‘ ii dntianesite D E trol over employment of Class B x] fF * si 
Fears by American mpanies members, pointing out that they may (om Ol ac e y f 
of anti-American legislation aimed at ecorators, fe. secure employment on any favorable a *9 
distribution ot _ Rapin Continued from page 5 terms that can be secured. + = ol 
were somewhat allaye ast wee ee nf A ot ae Heim’s attorneys contend that | be 
with the report that the Australian oe ee aroming to jaggy crafts court action will be continued in 4 M UJ S Pi t Tokyo, Dec. 26. A 
product-pooling arrangement be- Final iaadialens of new wage pact event present plaintiffs withdraw ore U. 3. rictures | Government here is reported to 4 
tween Greater Union and Hoyts,| With screen Publicists Guild is set|!"0™M Suit. It is claimed that ma- € W B . F | have set the 1940 quota for foreign “3 
major theatre circuits Operating in for some time this week by pro- jority of extras, who endorsed ac- et ar an in rance | imports at 120 pictures, with U. S. ce 
the Antipodes, had reached the ducers, with last minute details now tion, have expressed their willing- ——- | companies landing 81. Remaining 39 i 
signatory stage. Approval shortly by being ironed out. Flacks’ pay under _— ” Contate Crive Sor full young Paris. Dec. 26. | are supposed to be divided largely # 
Hoyts, the final obstable to the pact, new clause is based on an hourly representation in the SAG. Four more Peer ting sicts ‘added | among France, Germany, Great 
has been indicated. ila rate to equal minin.um of $100 per to 15 aleuntie ania hears "aang, Britain and Scandinavian countries 
While the ont, — —_ pate week for seniors, with corresponding ¢ ’ ’ - added to the list of films tabooed in| Last year, about 188 pictures were Be 
last canes —"s 7 a" sage - scale for juniors and apprentices. France for the duration of the war, | allotted. Setting of film quota is 4 
a eo ted H a ave | Scale will cover 42-hr. work week, S Car ] This boosts the number of pictures,| understood to be preliminary to a 4 
been reports that some Hoyts execs} maximum under Wage and Hour ’ French and foreign, which have had| pact calling for withdrawal of dis- I 
had been wrangling over certain | Act, plus 12 hours of overtime at their visas withdrawn to 66 ‘trib revenue collected in 1939 | 
| phases of the arrangement, thus! gouble regular hour rate to make — New American vix banned are ‘All | iin ihe sa es 
eatening completion of the deal | : rea : an pix banned are Following is the way the quota is , 
threatening pie @!/up 54-hour week publicists have a ] 1é 00 e Quiet on Western Front’ (U), ‘The! ee See # 
d possible legislative measures scree 4 ve a , * | reported divided among American 4 
an pc _ 7 agreed upon, | Road Back’ (U), ‘The Big Parade’ | frms: Metr 3: Param - Co- ; 
Down Under against American com- Junior pay scale of $50, $55 and $60 Wee i 1 ne) creas: BROT, 35; Paramount, 14; Co ; 
ee pay =e = we ° ° e. | (M-G) and ‘They Gave Him a Gun’! jumbia, 11; RKO, Universal, 20th- a 
panies per week, and apprentice pay of 60, (M-G). Fox. Warner Bros. 9 each: and a) 
However, Dan Michalove, exec of | 79 and 80c per hour will be worked ] e on on it Last week’s list included eight. y ~ ee — Sen * 
; National Theatres, 20th-Fox sub- | out. Breaking down agreement’s | WB pix two oak iene TER ‘bees Artists, 7. 4 
g sidiary, is understood to have gone! minimum weekly pay into hours will pe M-G one RKO in a are | —_— +8 
d to Australia in the fall for the pur- | avoid, it is hoped, any possibility of aaah ‘plus a probable UA. ee Highly Favorable 
peer of Fawn gg Fe ae Magia suits to recover extra pay if, in fu- London, Dec. 26. | ricarieniekemntaeaiesaiceumane | Reported quota lineup for Japan 
| — rs ee ots sro te aan ture, courts Soctare — non-pros The past week has seen the West | ; ; ‘is regarded in New York as measur- 
aie the th tt of Ganneat Thea- | wg fo frie week pro") End assume a ener Rae eee See American Indies ewes an ee ae ae 





at any time since the start of the 
war, and this factor must be at- 
tributed to the premieres of ‘All's 
Clear,” some of whose material is 
from Noal Coward’s ‘Set to Music,’ 
and Firth Shephard’s production of 
‘Shephard’s Pie.’ 

‘All’s Clear,’ presented by H. M. 
Tennent, Ltd. and staged by Har- 
Old French, revealed itself as an 


tres to serve as a joint booking or- | 
ganization for both Greater Union| New cartoonists union, which re- 
and Hoyts. Both chains would) cently affiliated with International 
share product of U. S. major circuits | Brotherhood of Painters as Local No. 
under the setup. | 852 of Painters union, has started 

Both Norman B. Rydge, chairman | drafting its demands for submission 
of Greater Union, and Hoyts offi-| to producers. Parleys are expected 
cials approved the plan last sum-|to get under way this week. Car- 
mer while Rydge and Charles Munro, toonists are notifying National La- 


Inkers Ready Demands 


Mexico City, Dec. 26. 

Prospects of producing in Mexicar 
studios have been 
American Independent 


workers’ union. 


asked by the 
Producers’ 
Assn., according to the pic studios 


The Mexican organization expects 


| viewed as highly favorable to U. S. 


Producing in Mexico firms since American distributors get 


jabout 75% of total allotted foreign 
{ distribs. 

Picture officials in N.Y. are in- 
clined to believe that additional 
productions might be allewed inside 
Japan next year because England, 
France and Germany, which always 
send many pictures there, doubt- 


1 


Hoyts head, were in New York. | bor Relations Board they are waiving 





that some American indies will pro- 


Until recently, Greater Union had 
to be content largely with in- 
dependent production, plus Univer- 
gal and second-pick of Metro 











lessly will have a shortage of prod- 
uct. 

No official confirmation of the 
quota was forthcoming at press time 


oscillating revue, being alternately | duce in this country. 
good and bad, in its opening at the es 
Queens theatre last Wednesday} Tito Guizar is returning here from | 
(20) with Beatrice Lillie in the lead; the U. S. early in January to play | 


| jurisdiction over caffieramen in car- 
| toon departments of studios in favor 
of International Photographers Lo- | 
cal, 659. | 























because Major Frederick L. Herron 
‘ : | part. With the comedienne han- » len ‘ ‘ao. + . aus a 4. , i 
and Paramount fare, while other ma- Extended conferences were held |! oe . alegre the lead in a pic as yet untitled. head of the H: fice foreign de- the 
tee . ' 4 dling the same numbers that. she Fernando de Fuentes will direct, | 2©2¢ Of “me ays office foreign de ih 
jors were giving their pictures to| last week by committee from Society | did a tenis when % wes Weteneed . “SW ‘ partment, was out of the city iy 
Hoyts, leading to Greater Union's! of Motion Picture Art Directors with | 0 . Broadway last Bees - ‘Clear’ mers 4 
charges of monopoly. Now Greater producer representatives. Groups | sn ” pe ea Pests in the e ‘ re 
: ssts stay owe es Bek. 1 So f 
Union has Universal Columbia. | discussed various clauses in pro- | S¥S5° ying | G Idi » -Par Japs Push U. S. Accord 4 
% es a ‘ | times, when the theatre has become Oo oyn ; ae i 
Monogram, Republic and second posed closed shop pact submitted by pocoungtpionadtiaga™ sie Milan alin ollywood, Dec. 26. ; 
: : _ . . : . . or eans Ol escape a e Pr- P ae nigh i 7 fy 
choice On much of Paramount and /| directors. Latter are seeking a min- bree sett S Continued from page 4 Despite the Japanese embargo on 
Metro’s lineup. Metro also supplies | imum wage and substantial pay in- aie cs cakek: Wat: ab ee : : ; all foreign pictures, and the re- 
its own seven theatres in Australia. | crease for members in lower salary _— & to aiso Includes | wasn’t added, as Goldwyn had de-| striction on the export of dollars, 
brackets Bobby Howes, Fred Emney, Adele | manded. there is still a definite desire to 
Studio Painters, who have offered | Dixon, Gladys He ; on, among _o Ten days after first papers were create goodwill between that country 4 
P . 8 W ° to trade 10% of their 15% pay in-| the rev - also a cal coupse a served in this latest action on Dec.| and the U. S., reports Morton E. 
aris i artime | crease for job security, have notified | sketches by Arthur Schwartz and |g Goldwyn announced the ‘termina- | Feiler, American film contact for the 
( |independent producers that new | Howard Dietz, while the American | tion’ of his distribution contract with | Japanese government, who has just ~ 
P |minimum wage scale of $1.54 per | fave tunes composed by pcaard |UA. His basic complaint is addition | returned here after a three months’ 
Paris, Dec. 12. hour, approved by major companies, | Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, ‘Let's | of too many producers to the com-| stay in the Orient. 
First French propaganda pic, ‘Nos | will be enforced in the indie field. | Make Memories ronight and “Have! pany and failure to give him the. Japan has always been an excellent a 
' Freres o’Afrique’ (Our African’) Copy of new rates for all classifica- You Met Miss Jones” are other) amount of control over its affairs customer for American films, Feiler By 
| Brothers’), started, with Aimee Na-/| tions has been mailed to individual | clicks. brits ; that he believes due him because of | states, and with the present situation 
varra, former Odeon femme lead, di- | producers by Herbert Sorrell, busi-| The Shephard show, which came | the preeminent position among its | in Europe and the ‘disruption’ of that 
: ; ; : ~ Prince Thursd a : a a . é ; ‘ 
t recting. Pierre Brasseur, Lisette | ness representative of the Painters, | Ito the rincess Thursday night | producer-owners which he alleges he | market for American films, the 
~ .) . ‘ c rlomerat) 4 . 
Lanvin, Constant Remy, Claude May, | Local 644. (21), is a conglomeration of the | holds. Orient becomes a more important 
, . . ; ~: ‘ s | far . sips rith «5 2 : : z 
Aimos, Azais, Aime Clariand, Felix Simultaneously, major studios were farcical and musical, with ape ate UA execs regard the latest action sphere, he added ; 
Oudart, and the Arab tenor, Mahied- | notified that following rates are re-| excerpts from previous Shephard | .- Qontinuation of the ‘sniping’—this Feiler, who was appointed advisor “tam 
dine, comprise cast. troactive to Aug. 25, last: shows. It’s set for twice-daily per- time over an insignificant matter—_| to the Japanese picture industry sev- + 
- — Painters and paperhangers, $1.55 | formances at popular prices and the which Goldwyn began last January | eral years ago, left here Sept. 23 for 
¢ Comedian Fernande! left his | hour; location, $18.30 per day; loca- ; premiere audience, which applauded in seeking legal wavs out of his| Tokyo on invitation of the Japanese { 
ale < ¢ ae tas ndicate he it’s i "4 <¢ ie . mac j 
camouflaged army truck to entertain | tion weekly rate, $108.81; gang bosses | 10ud and often, indicated that it's IN| tarmer with UA, which was signed’ government to discuss goodwill re- i 
) fellow soldiers on the front and color mixers, $1.77 hour; loca- ; for a successful run July 22, 1936, and runs 10 years from | lations. t 
ace tion $20.97; location weekly rate, Cast for ‘Pie’ includes such Brit- Sept. 2, 1935 a \ 
| Duke and Duchess of Windsor at- | $122.12; marbleizers, grainers, deco-| ish names as Sydney Howard, Ar- Sidelicht the Pl 
. _ ' = a a | - _—— 7 r » Lrarn > 7 9 “4 ar 
} tended entertainment given at St, | raters, furniture finishers, $1.85 hour, | thur Riscoe and Vera Pe arce, a vet lgelights en the nai MEXICANS TO MAKE 4 
; Germain in aid o. the Light Ar- | location, $21.60 day, location weekly | —ee > — me musicass, Papers in the new action reveal 2 
) moured Brigade, with Josephine Tate, $129.61. Spraymen and agers,| The other week's opening was at several sidelights on Goldwyn’s con- | 43 PICTURES IN 1940 d 
| Baker. Noel-Noel. Claude Mav and_ $1.85 hour, Jocation, $21.60 day; loca- | the opposite extreme You of All! tract and on the ‘Silverstone Plan,’ | 4 
) Jean Maugier appearing in sketch, tion weekly rate, $129.61. Sign | People,’ which bowed at th Apollo | the schedule under which UA pro- | cnieeains é 
> « « > on . ° coe *} . r ¥ y + F t - ? ps ; r 
‘Somewhere in the Ile-de-France.’ writers, $2.21 hour; location, $25.76) on Friday night (22) t's an in- | queers’ bonus is paid. Goldwyn’s | Mievtan Cite. Tne. oe 
| a day; location weekly rate, $154.56.;mocuous comedy that has little pact, it is said, provides that if any}; , sr rege wt ag el gee 
{ ary ae . * ; chance 1 SEE a ’ _, | Pic production this year isn’t ex- 
French public cannot get used to | Shop helpers, $1.04 hour; mainte- | chance to survive other producer gets a better break pected .o be so bad despite current 
. A : ‘ « . ma . »cte ( we Si Lf PS 
' standing at attention at the end of | mance painters, $1.39 hour. Fore- — ee oe from UA than Goldwyn, the same effect of labor difficulties that 
' > . . ~~ » -) S ; C °S 
} stage programs while the ‘Marsel-|™e€" on call will receive $102.19 and . terms automatically apply to Gold- closed most of the studios for 
=" = . — ~ | "1O0Se IDS L > G 
laise’ aw —— - > avg | kKevymen $91.19. Apprentice first year S - VW} bb xce as regards shorts and : : 
| ee ee ee eee ee will be paid $5.75 te $6.90 second even-Language VUdDIN jn —ooe ee prod ‘aad in | Several weeks last summer. Output 
sing » calc eal > see wl e paid $5.75 day, $6.90 second | “eis ansuage ' 
being played, Papers writing edi- wens aa $8.05 third vear F Dis ? ‘Pj hi 9 = ‘ 7 ~t 4s ca mae tines will be 43 features, of which three 
- 5 ear, and $ thir year. any ON-BNZisn speaking ( ry : rE 4 ate 
| , Po ee study Lab A k or ney S Indcc 10 and not released in En slish-speaking | #*€ NOW I the making. 
<a ’ Study Labor Attac alata ii aia _—— . = Producers are Satisfied, though they 
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SWANEE RIVER 


(Color) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
20th Century-Fox release of Kenneth 
Mar gowan production, Features Don 
Ameche, Andrea Leeds, Al Jolson. Directed 
by Sidney Lanfield. Sereenplay by John 





film form which was previously 
turned out in silents by Pathe in 
1916 and Paramount in 1923. Pres- 
ent version, carrying advantages of 
sound and dialog, is productionally 
‘fine. Combination of excellent por- 
trayals, vigorous direction and pow- 
erful dramatic force, ‘Light That 
Failed’ aims particularly for class 





‘Naintor Foote and Phillip Dunne; camera, 
Fert Glennon; editor, Louis Loeffler; mu- 
sical direction, Louis Silvers. Previews a 
in studio projection room, Dec. 19, ‘3%. 
Running time, 85 MINS, 

Stephen Foster. .......-+eeeeee Don Ameche 
FONG. occccsccesnccosesseessesd Andrea Leeds 
Te. BP. Chelaty.. cccccscnsccccvessesoe AT Jolson 
Henry Kleber........-ceseee- Felix Bressart 
OS ESC ereerrre tet rs c Chick Chandler 
Andrew McDowe:!)......-eeeee Russell Hicks 
Old Joe. .ec..: Peper re George Reed 


Hall Johnson ¢ Rett. 2th eeu eas Themselves 


Wms BIRTHS ..c ccc csee 


Marion Foster........eseeseoes Diane Fisher 
WORE ccdccecectscecsececeeos Charles Ha'lton 
BPBRTORE. oc ccceccccccces George Breakstone 
0 PPT Terrors Tey ty Al Herman 
MEE, POSTER, oc ccerecscces Charles Trowbridge 
Henry Foster. ....cccccccsees George Meeker 
eS -.  auedn as avesaes Leona Roberts 
Morrison Foster.....-..eee- Charles Tannen 
MED Cuebsd sé 44090008 80R08 Harry Hayden 
Mrs. Griffin........ weceeeeeeClara Blandick 
Mrs. McDowel!......csceeeees Nella Walker 
Temperance \Woman...... ....-Esther Dale 





‘Swanee River’ is a cinematic biog- 
raphy of Stephen Fostor, composer 
of American folk songs nearly a cen- 
tury ago. Beautifully photographed 
in Technicolor, and parading several 
of Foster’s melodious tunes, picture 
carries handicap of conventional and 
slowly-developed dramatic theme 
lacking in spontaneity. The excellent 
color and showmanly presentation, 
however, assist materially to over- 
come the cumbersome story. With 
Ameche, Jolson and Andrea Leeds as 
nominal marquee attractors, picture 
carries sufficient entertainment fac- 
tors to sustain it for profitable biz in 
the regular runs. 

Story .of Foster's life, struggle to 
success and tragic death has been 

rovided with convenient dramatics 
by scripters John Taintor Foote and 
Phillipe Dunne. Failure to gain 
sympathy for the frequently-imbib- 
ing composer, who neglected both his 
wife and child while on benders, is 
not entirely the fault of the writers. 
The background of Foster’s life ne- 
eessitated sketching him that way, 
resulting in lack of audience sym- 
pathy for the main character. 

Foster visits Louisville to get his 
first inspiration to write negro folk 
songs. While there, he falls in love, 
and composes ‘Oh, Susanah.’ Pe- 
cunious, he sells the composition out- 
right to minstrel man E. P. Christy 
(Jolson) who makes it famous. Pair 
strike up a lasting friendship, with 
Christy responsible for the com- 
poser’s early successes. Following 
marriage to Andrea Leeds, Foster 
goes to New York, but his periodics 
force his wife to leave with their 
child, and he hits the downgrade. 
Picked up in a slum saloon by 
Christy, Foster straightens out long 


enough to write ‘Swanee River,’ but 


a heart attack strikes him down be- 
fore its initial presentation. 
Picture’s main attractions to re- 
tain audience interest is the liberal 
spotting of eight Foster songs that 
are buth familiar and popular. Jol- 
son sings ‘Oh, Susanah,’ ‘Camp- 
town Races’ and ‘Swanee River’ in 
minstrel show setting, putting them 
over in showmanly presentations. 
His offering of ‘Swanee River,’ after 
telling the audience that Foster has 
just died and the song will live as the 
composer’s memorial, is dramatically 
impressive. Jolson gives out here 


as in the old days at the Winter Gar- 


den on Broadway. 


Ameche, as Foster, sings 


onvonet Richard Clarke | 


three 


trade rather than general audiences. 
{Picture will hit good biz in the regu- 
|lar runs, catching attention ot the 
learriage trade, literati crowd and the 
critics. Lacking appeal for the 
women, picture has to hurdle a sub- 
stantial obstacle in this respect. 

Although the story has its dramatic 
and tragic moments, it unwinds at a 
most leisurely pace that drops at 
times into a study of characters in 
uneventful situations. There’s trag- 
edy in the grim realization of a man 
that he will go blind at any time, 
but it’s not a particularly happy 
premise for picture purposes. 

The story can be summed up in 
one sentence. A man’s man faces 
the doom of blindness, and rushes to 
paint a masterpiece before darkness 
falls. William Wellman, with his 
flair for broad sweep of action, opens 
the picture with a colorful battle in 
the Sudan between the small British 
force and the fuzzy-wuzzies. He 
closes with the same type of vivid 
panorama when the blind war cor- 
respondent returns to ride out with 
the cavalry to his death. 


Between these episodes, the story 


| 
| 


| 





of characterizations and undramatic 
sequences. But through it all, scripter 
Robert Carson and director Wellman 
maintained the tenor and spirit of 
Kipling’s story, passing up oppor- 
tunities to inject obvious and over- 
theatric situations in place of the 
originals. 


Colman, as the war correspondent 
and artist, provides depth and sin- 
cerity in a difficult assignment. He 
is a typical Englishman of adventur- 
ous strain—complacent in his success, 


faces darkness, but withal calm when 
he makes his final decision to die in 
battle to end it all. 

Walter Huston is excellent as Col- 
man’s plal, who steers him through 
| the tragedy of impending blindness. 











|Ida Lupino highlights with an ex- | 


|ceptionally dramatic episode as the 
prostie who poses for Colman’s paint- 
|ing, and eventually cracks under the 
|strain of constant 
|what the painter 
masterpiece. Miss 
terization is vivid 
will gain attention 
| matic actress of top rank. Muriel 
| Angelus, in her first film appearance, 
|is adequate for mild romantic inter- 
est but handicapped by an unevent- 
ful role. 


anticipated his 


and memorable; 


man’s London quarters. 





adolescent love affair of Colman and 
Miss Angelus two decades before 
story opens, is unnecessary and wast- 
;}ed footage. Sequence only serves as 
imedium for meeting of the couple 
|many years later, and script could 
| have provided this situation without 
|the handicap of the prolog footage. 

‘Light That Failed’ is authentically 
British in its underlying texture and 
background. As such, it will click 
heavily in various parts of the Brit- 
|ish Empire, where it can be released 
| within a reasonable time. Every- 
| where it will get critical attention on 
its top production standards, 


numbers—My Old Kentucky Home,’ 


“Ring the Banjo’ and ‘Jeanie With the 
The Hall John- 
son choir presents ‘Here Comes the | 
‘Old Black Joe.’ |_| Menegram 
The latter, sung at grave of the old 
is memorable in 


Light Brown Hair.’ 
Heavin’ Line’ and 


Negro coachman, is 
its setting and rendition. 


Ameche has been handed a most | apt: 
unsympathetic role as the composer, | ;*¥"*: 
and has further handicap of unin- 


spired direction to prevent him 


frcm injection of some semblance of 
sparkle in a tough assignment. An- 


drea Leeds is adequate, although re- 
strained, as the understanding wife 
of a dreamer; while Jolson puts both 
verve and punch into the role of the 
minstrel man. Felix Bressart is 
prominent in support as the music 
teacher and friend of Foster. 

Picture has been provided with 
jmpressive production background, 
accentuated by the 
Technicolor throughout, especially 
the exterior scenes along the river 
and in Kentucky. 


LIGHT THAT FAILED 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Paramount release of William A, Well- 
Tan production. Stars Ronald Colman; 
features Walter Huston, Ida Lupino, Mu- 


riel Angelus, Dudley Digges. Screenplay by 
Robert Carson, based on novel by Rudyard 


Kipling; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl; edi- 
tor, Thomas Scott; second unit director, 
Jeseph C, Youngerman; asst. directors, | 
Stanley Goldsmith, Fritz Collings, Clem 
Jones. Previewed at Westwood Village, 
Dec. 19, '30. Running time, 98 MINS, 
BGM FIGIGOP, 6c ciccoceciewes Ronald Colman 
Torpenhow..-ece-s 6b 60606 «.. Walter Huston 
PEROMIG. 5.6 6563S 55050600460068 -.-Muriel Angelus 
Bessie Broke. .cccccccee ceseees¢s Ida Lupino 
THO NIIDAL. vecccccves eooee-Dudley Digges 
Nis 66540 646. 0060c 0000 N00 Ernest Cossart 
Madame Binat......cvcocsesss Ferike Boros 
Monsieur Binat........... Pedro de Cordoba 
Gardner......- eo seeeeeebasaee Colin Tapley 
Red-haired Girl. .....ccccesss «..-Fay Helm 
Dick—as @ bDOY......-eceee. Konald Sinclair 
Maisie—as a girl.............Sarita Wooton 
BEN ebb de es ecececoeess Halliwell Hobbes 
Boldier Model. .ccscccsvcvccces Charles Irwin 
OS) . Pree ree re seceeus Francis MeDonald 
COV ORE Es cde cocccncersseeces George Regas 
DG 26s 666642860650 % ... Wilfred Roberts 
This is the third appearance of 


excellence of | 


(WITH SONGS) 

release of Criterfon-Philip N. 
Krasne production. Features James Newill, 
Jean Carmen, Milburn Stone. Directed by 
Elmer Clifton. Based on novel . 
|} Rides the Range,’ by Laurie York Erskine; 
adaptation, Sherman Lowe; editor, Roy 
songs, Jack Brooks and = Jules 
At Central, N. Y., dual, week Dec. 
tunning time, 61 MINS, 


; Loman, 


21, "3 


. SS Seer ere James Newill 
Ce TA 0 ksi vanessa ecens Warren Hull | 
Re ee cocccee Gan Carmen 
Co .. e ero Milburn Stone 
MCCIMEKY s c05%. .. Walter Byron 
LaMonte. Stanley Blvstone 
Dr. Smith. .-- Robert Fraze 
CRON, sso .--Joseph Girard 
red " a Scice ° David O'Brien 
Slant Eve -Earl Douglas 
} imo Pete fed Adams 
Gsreen.... ‘ Rov Barcroft 


Good action 


the Renfrew 


film of the 
mountie 


north in 
series, 
|plenty of shooting, suspense, agree- 
able romantic fiavor and a fist fight 
in a cabin among several men that 
|has been very effectively staged. 
| James Newill, striking outdoors type, 


| shoulders the vocal burden entirely, | 
two numbers, ‘Crimson Sunset,’ and 
|“You’re So Easy on the Eyes,’ both | 


listening 
them well. 

Story concerns the efforts of a 
| brother and sister to hi-jack a ship- 
;ment of gold that is going to a min- 
/Ing company that has been stolen 
|from them. Jean Carmen, the girl, 
}is a screen personality that should 
go places in time. She figures in the 
cabin fist fight and herself takes 
some punishment in the free-for-all 
that transpires. 

Balance of the cast is made up of 
characters who are typed, but never- 
theless quite satisfactory. These in- 
clude Warren Hull, also playing a 
mountie; Milburn Stone, Walter 
| Byron, Stanley Blystone and David 
| O’Brien, among the more important 
| members of the cast. 
| Technically, Philip N. Krasne’s 


acceptably. Newill sings 








‘Renfrew 


| 


| 
| 


| 


unreels in London through a maze | 


but concenterated energy when he | Mason 


Lupino’s charac- 


to her as a dra- | 


A scotch terrier, ‘Mr. Whis- | 
kers,’ adds intimate touches in Col- | 


Utilization of a prolog establishing | 


r| paced vehicle. ' 
upper bracket western class, will go | 
very well with the juve pasteboard | 


oe ATOR Eyes Cody | 
i 


vith | 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Swanee River’ (20th). Life 
of Stephen Foster an = unim- 
pressive stery; will hit profitable 
but not big b.o. 


‘Light That Failed’ (Par). 
Colman starred in Kipling 
classic. Production fine for mod- 


erate b.o. 

‘Crashing Thru’ (Mono). Ac- 
tion item of the north that suits 
for the lower half of duals. 

‘Marshal of Mesa City’ (RKO). 
Very good George O’Brien west- 
ern, All around family pic, with 
okay action. 

‘Days of Jesse James’ (Rep). 
Actioner, built around several 
supposed exploits of the James 
brothers. A dualer. 

‘Citadel ef Silence’ (FA). 
French import of better grade, 
based on strong romantic drama, 
should do OK in U. S. 

‘Le Bois Sacre’ (French). 
Adultery theme okay in France 
but would have censor trouble 
in U.S. 

‘Tevya’ (Maymon). Yiddish 
languager starring Maurice 
Schwartz, one of the best of its 
kind. 








the exteriors have not been so well 


photographed, Film does not list a 
photographer, nor does the_ press 
book. Char. 


Marshal of Mesa City 


RKO-Radio release of Bert Gilroy produc- 








tion, Stars George O'Brien; features Vir- 
xinia Vale, Henry Brandon, Leon Ames, 
Directed by David Howard. Screenplay, 
Jack Lait, Jr.; camera, Harry Wild; art, 
Van Nest Polglase; editor, Frederick 
Knudston, At Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
ning time, 60 MINS, 

Mee bed COHeaw ESSERE ORS George O' Brien 
jie 1) WRPAeree ree Treen? ir Virginia Vale 
MSG otek bee seci seven uebenres Leon Ames 
MINOR 6oecass9 ek eeed sneer ..- Henry Brandon 
MERVOR ccccccoces Panaeneoeees Lloyd Ingraham 
Butch. ccccccesces ; .. Slim Whittaker 
Dvitcckcaceskdd? Che BheSe ben Mary Gordon 
Henderson. ...cecesesescccces Harry Cording 
PTT TT TT ITE Ee Joe MeGuinn 
BIOEEY c cccccscccccescececcesennse Frank Ellis 

This is a good George O’Brien 


western, an edge better than his pre- 


work to destroy | vious ones, and he has always main- 


tained a good average for the saddle 
|opuses. It’s a story and screenplay 
|by Jack Lait, Jr., and among other 
things has as the romantic attraction, 
Virginia Vale, second 
Hollywood winner (Des 
July 2). 


films, having been on a 
Par for some time and in several fea- 
itured roles before being given the 
| buildup and moniker re-vamp of the 
Gateway program. She goes into 
this western, frontier school teacher 
role easily. and does well by it. She’s 
obviously in for some training while 
the studio finds something better for 
| her. 

Marshals 


have been increasingly 


| past year, especially the peace officer 
| migratory type of the Wyatt Earp 
school, who talked little but shot 
well. It’s one of these, who is the 
O’Brien characterizatien, called in by 
la citizens’ committee to rout from 
office a gang of range terrorists who 
work under direction of the county 
sheriff. Leon Ames. 

O’Brien pins on the badge, which 
elects him as an immediate target. 
Knowledge of his aptitude in gun 
matters stalls the mobsters’ for 
awhile, but they import Henry Bran- 
don, a quarrel-picker with a light- 
ning draw, to indulge in some leaden 
persuasion. Brandon, impressed by 
the whiteness of O’Brien, elects to 
i} become his deputy, instead, which 
| brings things to a head fast. 
Dave Howard, who has 








handled 





delivers him in an_ anpropriately 


‘Marshal’ is in the 


sale, and has stuff for the family trade 
generally. Barn. 


Days of Jesse James 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic retease of Joseph Wane produc- 
tion Stare Roy Rogers features George 
Hayes. Screenplay, Earle Snell, from orig- 
inal bv Jack Natteford: camera, Reggie 
Lanning; musical director, Cy Feur. Ite- 
viewed in Projection Room, N, Y., Dee. 14, 

| '39. Running time, 63 MINS, 

3 PEOTeeTrererre EET LETT Tee Roy Rogers 
SOR nace Caecvccene George ‘Giaabby’ Hayes 
are ee ee Donald Barry 
Mary..... [hbesivesseabee were Pauline Moore 

|} Captain Worthington......... Harry Woods 
Sam Wyatt. Pere rer rey Arthur Loft 
Dr. Samuels. at egeeeace Wade Boteler 
feo Se ene ee Ethel Wales 
| Buster Samuels..............Scotty Beckett 
| Frank James..........-.....Michael Worth 
CG MOOT 66s 2c keeieerd Glenn Strange 
| TIAOT PROTIE v:0 040 bs seseasnes Olin Howland 
Ns 16604046465 0055s koe dcnand Monte Blue 
MeDaniels Trritiy Ty eeee..Jack Rockwell 
WOR UNE + 6006.0 2e6dss cdwasonss .-Fred Burns 





‘Days of Jesse James’ as a title 
means little in this instance. The 
train robber’s activities in this un- 
folding are incidental to a feud over 
a bank robbery solution James is 
supposed to have committed. Its un- 
reeling is interesting enough, though 
| the story and direction leaves many 
| loose ends still unraveled at the fin- 
| ale. However, faults aren't so glaring 
| that action fans won't derive satis- 





Rudvard Kipling’s tragic drama in ' production is okay, although some of’ faction. It’s replete with the usual 


aah tS eae Ae 


Pini <b: < 


NeAeMa WERE 





Gateway to 
Moines, 


Miss Vale, Dorothy Howe prior to 
being Laskyized, is no newcomer to 
termer at 


O’Brien for a long time. directs him| has made it 
again in ‘Marshal,’ and Howard again | p, 


ifinding out 
| sweetheart. 


i 








gun-throwing, battles and chases, etc. 

Rogers is hired by a bankers’ as- 
sociation to solve a $50,000 bank rob- 
berv for which the James brothers 
are blamed, Harry Woods, as Capt. 
Worthington, head of a national de- 
tective agency, is brought in by the 
railroads to curb James’ depreda- 
tions on that quarter. Rogers and 
Worthington are continually at log- 
gerheads. Former joins the James 
gang and proves to his own satisfac- 
tion that the bank robbery was done 
by bank officials and blamed on the 
James bunch. 
the guilty bank officials out of town 
and collars ’em on a train making a 
getaway with the cash. 

That ends the story-—-no telling 
what happened to the James boys. 
Story shoots off in all directions, and 
the finale, wherein the missing cash 
is recovered and bank depositors 
paid off, is weak, inasmuch as most 
of the tale’s telling is concerned with 
grabbing the James gang. Rogers is 
plenty adequate in his role, singing 
several fairly impressive range tunes. 
One such scene, however, conforms 
with the usual singing westerns. Has 
Rogers and part of the James gang 
singing solo and in group with ac- 
cordion accompaniment, when the 
mob is supposedly hiding out and 
silence should be required. Even if 
the musical accompaniment were 
visible, which it’s not. it would still 
be a wonder what sort of an outlaw 
would tote one around with him. 

Installing Harry Woods as a peace 
officer is enough to tip action fans 
that he can’t be trusted even in that 
role. He has always played heavies. 
Gabby Hayes supplies his usual 
laugh quota as Rogers’ partner. 
Pauline Moore isn’t effective as 
Hayes’ granddaughter and Rogers’ 
heart Interest. Donald Barry and 
Michael Worth are okay as the James 
brothers. Camera standard. 


The Citadel of Silence 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Alliance 
production, 





Film release 


Features 





| 
| 
| (In French; with English Titles) 
| 
| 





By a ruse he scares | 


Wednesday, December 27, 1939 


== 


LE BOIS SACRE 


(‘Sacred Woods’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Dec. 12. 


Distributeurs Association release of Heyy} 
Films production, Stars Elvire Possess 
Gaby Morlay, Victor Boucher, Andre 
Lefaur; features Dallo, Armand Pe manok 
Directed by Leon Mathot, Dialog ‘and 
adaptation, from Robert de Fliers’ and A 
de Caillavet’s play of the same name, by 
Carlo Rim; camera, Rene Gavean, Muct 
Van Hoorebecke. At the Olympia and 
Biarritz, Paris, Running time: 105 MINS, 
Bes PERPHOEIO... a coscesccesss Victor Boucher 
Mme. Margerie...ccsccsesses Elvire Popesce 
Rr eee \ndre Lefaur 
Mme, Champmorel............ Gaby Morlay 
NIE ss oebs 6.0 b54 shaksKA WERE A SS ..Dalio 
BR PIORG. vi vceccnceccceses Armand Bernerd 


‘Le Bois Sacre’ is a fast-running 
witty story of a wholly French vint. 
age with a battery of established 
draw names which should combine 
to assure good boxoffice in domestie 
showeases. It should do well, par- 
ticularly because of its spiciness and 
contagious humor, which is the order 
of the day since the war. 

Although it is undouLtedly the 
best effort of the new season, it has 
no commercial possibilities abroad, 
Like so many other local picts which 
base their action on dialog -nd a cer- 
tain native type of humor, this one 
is not for export purposes as dub- 
bing would rob it of much of its fun, 
The censors would do the rest, for 
they would certainly object to the 
adultery theme. 

It was adopted from a play of the 
same name, dating back to the early 
20s, and its chief fault is that it re- 
mains a theatrical piece. It is a 
minor offense, however, since the pie 
moves along at top speed with but 
few lapses, and these could be easily 
remedied by more judicious cutting, 
Carlo Rim’s dialog and adaptation 
are exhilarating, with his subtle 
satire being poked with equal skill 





| the 
of Imperial Film |deeply chagrined because she is over- 


at the morality of present-day so- 
ciety. 
Elvire Popesco plays a 


novelist, 
best seller of the day, 


who is 


Annabel}; >lerre : : 
Renoir, Bernard pA ge Ae ae I ‘4 | looked when the Legion of Honor is 
Marcel L’Herbier. From novel by T. H. | given out. Refusing te pay the price 
paehyae 223 adaptation, ‘T. H. Herbert; Eng- | hinted by the rakish, ogling Director 
lls apse A cig yoeenrayny. ; | of Beaux Arts (Andre Lefaur), she 
week Dec, 23, '39. Running time, $1 MINS, | CSSA8YS other channels. Out of the 
Viana Wolonska......... -.ee.eeAnnabella| Clear comes the rather dubious 
Comma nent of the Citade be . Pie pone ir|} chance, Gaby Morlay, as the di- 
Si De 6065668 bee tons ternard oneret “Ac es j ‘ - ar . lic 
ian ae mauuee Savee | rector’s wife, falls hard for Victor 


SSOVOTROP. ccocccvece ..- Alexander 
Prison Spy. 


Prison 


tignault 
VECte GES eee ouee Lucas Gridoux 
Ti; usty -- Pierre Larquey 


_ A strong love story, backgrounded 
in Russia in the days shortly preced- 
ing the world war, ‘The Citadel of 
Silence’ is a French import of major 
consequence and _ its 
America are far above the average, 


| In spite of the fact that the film is 
|lengthy, as most from abroad 
|} and the dreariness of prison life 


be- 
comes somewhat tiresome, the gen- 
eral worth of the production more 
than compensates for these shortcom- 
ings. 

_The story is of imperialistic Rus- 
sia but, being based on the struggle 
of Poland a quarter of a century ago, 
it strikes a note of timeliness for all 


| ; : meme | audiences since Poland had a second 
| important as film subjects during the | recent taste of Russia. 


An exploita- 
tion approach might be to point up 
the Russo-Polish angle. in view of 
what has happened in the 1939 war. 

While much of the production 
deals with the meanness of life in 
a prison fortress ruled by hard Mus- 


covite hands, the theme jis. the 
spirited fight of Poles and Russian 


plebes against the system that existed 
25 years back. Following a foreword 
explaining that a girl’s father had 
been executed, Annabella being the 
survivor, the plet lays a foundation 
in efforts of a small group to bump 
off the local governor. Annabella 
escapes and flees to Paris, but her 


| hubby’s head, 
help her get the Legion of Honor by 


or | the 
chances in} 


| role. 
| betrayee 





b.f., played by Bernard Lancret. is 
knocked off for a prison ‘erm at a 
place where the inmates are not per- 











mitted to speak. Hence the 


‘Citadel of Silence.” The producer | 
one of the grimmest 


astilles yet pictured, with some of 


| the methods to maintain discipline 
| considerably on the gruesome side. 


A unique turn in the plot is the 
marriage of Annabella to a colone] 
who is placed in charge f the prison, 
the wedlock being for the purpose of 
what happened to her | 
In the end, the lad and | 
other prisoners effect an escape that | 
has been well filmed and particu- 
larly well directed by Marcel L’Her- | 
bier. His short sequence dealing 
with the assassination plot early in 
the footage is also a em. i 

Joe Weil's pithy English titles 
make it possible to follow the story 
with ease, but in some respects the 
action is too conversational. Cutting 
it for American consumption might 
be desirable. 

Annabella, brought to Hollywood 
by 20th-Fox, turns in a ine perform- 
ance, with all the charm at her com- 
mand going into her work. Lan- 
cret, opposite her, plays his role ca- 
pably but, being a prisoner, is out of 
the dialog for about half of the pic- 
ture. At the beginning, he gets a 
little noisy in spots, tending to over- 
act. The fine character actor, Pierre 
Renoir, acquits himself very credit- 
ably, as do lessers, including Rob- 
ert LeVigan, Lucas Gridoux and 
Pierre Larquey. Last-metnioned is 
excellent, while he’s on, as a prison 
trusty. 

General workmanship on the film 
rates much over average,: with very 
good photography figuring. 


and Louis Nee. Char. 


title, | 





should make it a 








Two | 
cameramen are credited, 4. Thirard to 


Boucher, the authoress’ dentist-hus- 
band. The red ribbon tantalizes 
Popesco, and she puts the devil in 
telling him he could 


responding to Morlay’s 
That's the yarn’s basis. 
All the ends finally meet and even 
most conventional should 
prove of the final pastoral scene. 
Performances are superb. Mlle. 
Morlay, as the vivacious, flighty wife 


affections, 


ap- 


are, | who periodically falls for some pass- 


ing male, makes a difficult role ap- 
pear easy. As much can be said for 
Boucher. Lefaur is first-rate, keep- 
ing the audience guffawing with his 
satire. 

Mile. Popesco stays will within her 
It is strange to see her as the 
rather than the betrayer. 
Dalio, as the Russian ballet master 
who preceded Boucher as Morlay’s 


lover, and Armand Bernard, the 
diplomat who comes near spoiling 
Popesco’s chances of getting the 


decoration, contribute sizably to the 

action, 
Photography 

music good, 


and sets ordinary; 


Ravo, 


Ils Etaient Neuf 


Celibataires 


(‘There Were Nine Bachelors’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, Dec. 12. 
C.C.F.C. release of Films Gibe preduc- 

j tion, Stars Sacha Guitry, Elvire Popeses 
features Max Dearly, Victor Boucher, Andre 
Lefaur, Aimos, Marguerite Moreno, Dl- 
rected by Guitry Storv and ecenario, 
Guitrv: music, Adolphe Borehard; camera, 
— At the Marivaux and Colisee, 

aris 

Cast: Sacha Guitrv. Elvire Pone o, Mas 
Dearly, Vietor Boucher, Andre Lefaur, 
\imos, Marguerite Moreno, Saturnin- Fabre, 
Hetty Stock feld Marguerite Pierry, G. 
Libeau, Genevieve Guitry, Marguerite TDe- 
\ Sinoel Gildes, Ga. Dibes Morton, 
Princess Chylo, Jacques Erwin Georges 
‘rey, Cremieux. Running time, 120 MINS. 
‘is Etaient Neuf  Celibataires’ 


brings back Sacha Guitry to the 
screen in one of his less inspired 
moments. The film’s chief demerit 


seems to be too much Guitry, with 
the French Noel Coward pulling an- 


|other ‘jack-of-all-trades’ stunt as 
author, scenarist, dialogist, direc- 
tor and actor. It results in a com- 


posite that brackets the pic as ordi- 


nary. 


Plot has some claims to originality 
and a battery of local draw names 
b.o. suecess mm 
France. Yet, it lacks crack exploita- 
tion possibilities. The fault lies, not 
in Guitry, the author, but rather 17 
Guitry, the director. Its chief ap- 
peal will be to a limited group © 
Guitry fans for whom a few of the 
author’s quips and bon mots will be 
well worth the price of admission. 
Its chances abroad seem to be Off- 
side. Cee 

It fails to click because of its !T- 
regular tempo caused by ill timing, 
repetition and the introduction of 
irrelevant material which, of course, 
is necessitated if Guitry is to strut 
about. It is far too long and a more 
liberal use of the shears would have 
been welcomed. The finale wither? 
nothing, with Guitry himself 

(Continued on page 45) 
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HELEN HAYES QUI 
HOLYWOOL 


Why did Helen Hayes decide on her very first day 
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in a studio that she would never bea success in pictures? 


LY How was “The Sin of Madelon Claudet” remade _ ; Ke 


from a “colossal” failure into a colossal success? 





























What actress called Helen Hayes “the biggest damn 


fool and the best actress I have ever seen”? 
Why did one studio threaten to sue her for $96,000? 


Step up to your newsstand today — or wherever you 
buy the Post—and find out why millions of people 
are reading this biography of Helen Hayes. 
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Hollywood, Dec. 26 ! 
Studios continue average production levels, having 33 pictures before the 
cameras. as of Dec. 22, to assure hired help a better Christmas, 


Columbia | 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 
POREBPES - csceccces 40 x 3 6 23 23 
Westerms ...ccces ‘ 16 4 0 4 & 8 
BOrias ..vccescsee ‘ 4 0 0 0 4 4 
Totals 60 12 3 10 35 35 


! 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: j 
‘CRIMINAL CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘MUTINY ON THE SEAS,’ formerly | 
titled ‘ILLICIT CARGO,’ drama; produced by Parry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; screen play by Eric Taylor and Albert DeMond from | 
original by Erie Taylor; photographed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack | 
Holt. Eduardo Ciannelli, Dick Purcell, Harry Carey, Donald Briggs, Sig | 
Rumann, Irene Ware, Kathleen Howard, Eddie Kane, Paul Fix. | 
‘HIS GIRL FRIDAY,’ romantic comedy produced and directed by How- | 
ard Hawks: no writing credits released; photographed by Joe Walker. Cast: | 
Cary Grant, Rosalind Russell, Ralph Bellamy, Helen Mack, Ernest Truex, 
Abner Biberman, Frank Jenks, Roscoe Karns, John Qualen, Frank Orth, 
Clarence Kolb, Porter Hall, Isabel Withers, Pat Farr. 


} photographed by Sid Wagner. 


Advance Production Chart 


Going throuch the editing mill currently are 88 features and 180 have 
already been released or previewed towards a total promise of 544 pictures 
for the season. 


Walton, Andrew Pena, Tony Guerrero, Lawrence Porter, Lumsden Hare, 
John Merton, Olaf Olsson, 

‘CONGO MAISIE,’ comedy; produced by J. Walter Ruben; directed by 
H. C. Potter: no writing eredits released; photographed by Charles Lawton, 
Jv. Cast: Ann Sothern, John Carroll, Rita Johnson, Sheppard Strudwick, 
J. M. Kerrigan, Eily Malyon, E. E, Clive, 

‘THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER,’ comedy-drama; no production 
credit: directed by Ernst Lubitsch; adapted by Sampson Raphaelson from 


the Hungarian stage play by Nickalaus Laszlo; photographed by William | 


Daniel. Cast: Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Joseph Schildkraut, 
Frank Morgan, Sarah Haden, Felix Bressart, Inez Courtney, William Tracy. 
Metro Pix Now in Production 
‘FLORIAN,’ romantic-drama; produced by Winfield Sheehan; directed 
by Edwin L. Marin; original novel by Felix Salten; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Robert Young, Helen Gilbert, Reginald Owen, Rand Brooks, 

Lee Bowman, Irina Baronova, Lucille Watson, Joe Yule. 
‘NEW MOON,’ Sivmund Romberg operetta; produced by Robert Z. Leon- 


‘ard: directed by W. S. Van Dyke II; no writing credits released; photo- 


graphed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Billie 
Burke, Bunty Cutler, Buster Keaton, Nat Pendleton, Mary Boland, Richard 
Purcell, John Miljan, Grant Mitchell, Claude King. 

‘YOUNG TOM EDISON,’ biography; produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; 
directed by Norman Taurog; adaptation by Dore Schary and Hugo Butler; 
Cast: Mickey Rooney, Gene Reynolds, 


‘BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS,’ western with songs; produced by Jack Fier | Virginia Weidler, Fay Bainter, George Bancroft, Bobby Jordon, Victor 


for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Joe Lewis; no writing credits re- 
leased: photographed by George Meehan. Cast: 
Meredith, Sons of the Pioneers, Henry Hall, George Cleveland, Dick Curtis, 
Al Bridges, Bruce Bennett. 

‘CONVICTED WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘DAUGHTERS OF TODAY,’ 
meller; produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Nick Gridine; no writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Rochelle Hudson, Glenn Ford, Lola Lane, Frieda Insecort, 
June Lang. 

‘THE LONE WOLF STRIKES,’ formerly titled ‘DOUBLE IN DIA- 
MONDS,’ mystery meller; produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by Sidney 


Charles Starrett, Iris | 


| Kilian, Eily Malyon, Lloyd Corrigan, Clem Bevans. 

‘AROUSE AND BEWARE,’ historical adventure; produced by Edward 
Chodorov: directed by Leslie Fenton; original novel by MacKinley Kantor; 
photographed by Ray June. Cast: Wallace Beery, Dolores Del Rio, John 
| tow ard, John Wray, H. B. Warner, Victor Varconi. 


| Monogram 





Now Balance to 


{ 
' 


Salkow; no writing credits released; photographed by Henry Freulich. | Number Number Now _ in Be Placed Stories in 
Cast: Warren William, Joan Perry, Alan Baxter, Astrid Allwyn, Robert | of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Wilcox, Eric Blore, Montagu Love, Fred Kelsey. ; Promised pleted ing — 9 — 
‘TEXAS EXPRESS,’ western with songs; produced by Leon Barsha; di- | Features voces cece Pe 2 13 B 
rected by Joe Lewis; no writing credits released; photographed by George | Westerns ...-seeee ae Bie bos pan 
Meehan, Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Ed Le Saint, Dick Curtis, | a - ; ‘ 37 37 
Bob Nolan. Sons of the Pioneers, Kenneth MacDonald, Harry Cording, Totals .......+> . ‘ ‘ 


Francis Walker, Lillian Lawrence. 


‘MUSIC IN MY HEART,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO HAPPINESS,’ | 
musical comedy, produced by Irving Starr; director, Joseph Santley; no 


Pictures in the cutting room: 
‘YUKON FLIGHT, meller, produced by Phil Krasne; director, 


Staub, photographed by Mack Stengler. Cast: James Newill, Louise 


writing credits released; photographed by John Stumar. Cast: Tony Mar-| Stanley, Dave O’Brien, Carl Hackett, Warren Hull. 


tin, Rita Hayworth, Andre Kostelanetz, Edith Fellows, Alan 


Mowbray, 
Eric Blore, George Tobias, George Humbert. 


‘BULLETS FOR RUSTLERS,’ western: produced by Jack Fier for the | 


Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson: no writing credits released; 
photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Lorna Gray, 
Bob Nolan. Sons of the Pioneers, Dick Curtis, Jack Rockwell, Ed Le Saint, 
Kenneth McDonald, Lee Prather, Francis Walker, Hal Taliaferro, Eddy 
Laughton, Tim Spencer. 

‘PIONEERS OF THE FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘GUN LORD OF THE 
FRONTIER,’ western, produced by Leon Barsha: director, Sam Nelson; 
protographed by George Meehan. Cast: Linda Winters, Bill Elliott, Dick 
Curtis, Richard Fiske, Stanley Brown. 

‘CAFE HOSTESS,’ formerly titled ‘STREET OF MISSING WOMEN,’ 
meller; producer, Irving Briskin; associate producer, Jack Fier; director, 


Sidney Salkow; no writing credits released: photographed by Ben Kline. | 


Cast: Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak. Bruce Bennett. Don Beddoe, Wynne 
Gibson, Douglas Fowley, Peggy Shannon, Lorna Gray, Betty Compson, 
Linda Winters, Beatrice Blinn. 
Columbia Pix Now in Preduction 
‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME,’ formerly titled ‘FIVE LITTLE 


PEPPERS MIDWAY,’ family drama; produced by Jack Fier for the Irving | 


Briskin unit; directed by Charles Barton: no writing 
photographed by Allen Siegler. 
ald Sinclair, Dorothy Ann Seese, Charles Peck ,Tommy Bond, Rex Evans, 
Dorothy Peterson. : 

‘TOO MANY HUSBANDS,’ romantic-comedy: 
by Wesley Ruggles: no writing credits released: photographed by Joseph 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur .Melvyn Douglas, Fred MacMurray . 
Davenport, Sam McDaniel, Walter Sondering. 

BLONDIE ON A BUDGET,’ family comedy 
directed by Frank R. Strayer; no writing credits released: photographed 
by Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton. Arthur Lake, Larry Sims 
Daisy (canine), Danny Mummert. Rita Hayworth, Don Beddoe. , 


credits released; 


produced and directed 
Harry 


; produced by Robert Sparks: 


Metro 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Peatures ......... 51 20 4 8 19 19 
Selznick-Int’'l ..... 1 l 0 0 6 0 
ee 52 21 4 8 19 19 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘HENRY GOES ARIZONA,’ comedy-drama: produced ky Harry Rapf; 
directed by Edwin L. Marin: based on the W. C. Tuttle Argosy magazine 
yarns; photographed by Les White. 
Ann Morriss, 
Emmett 
Spindola. 


Virginia Weidler, Guv 


; Kibbee, Slim Summerville, 
Keane, Chester Conklin, 


Tennen Holtz, Jim Thorpe, 


Robert 


“BROADWAY MELODY OF 1940,’ musical: produced by Jack Cummings; 
directed by Norman Taurog; no writing credits released; photographed by 
oder gq cel ea ig Astaire, Eleanor Powell, George Murphy, Ann 
Morriss, Frank Morgan, lan Hunter, Lynne Carver, Gladys Blake, Florence 
Rice, Herman Bing, Joe Yule. ; i ; 

bg ve OF ppt ol en: producer, Victor Saville: director, Rich- 
arc 1orpe; no writing credits released; photographed by Ra une. vast: 
Robert Montgomery, Edward Arnold. Reginald 4 a Mca 
Gladys Blake, E. E. Clive, Ronald Sinclair, John Butler 
Wade Boteler. 


‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CIN 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten: directed by Frank aceasta cs me 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Walter Pidgeon. Thurston Hall Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner 
sgh saci Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frenk Puglia, Adri- 
‘STRANGE CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘NOT TOO NARROW. N 
DEEP,” drama; produced by Joseph Manciewicz; director, Frank ys 
no writing credits released; photographed by Robert Planck. Cast: Joan 
Crawford, Clark Gable, Melvyn Douglas, Paul Lucas, J. Edward Bromberg 
Albert Van Dekker, Sara Haden, John Arledge, Eduardo Ciannelli, Peter 
a. io Fix, Francis MacDonald, Betty Compton, Bernard Nedell, Jack 
ulhall. 


‘NORTHWEST PASSAGE’ (Technicolor), historical drama; produced by 
Hunt Stromberg; directed by King Vidor; no writing credits released: 
photographed by Sid Wagner. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Robert Young, Walter 
Brennan, Laraine Day, Denald McBride, Truman Bradley, Isabel JeweHh, 
Helen MacKellar, Regis Toomey, Hugh Sothern, Addison Richards, Douglas 


Barbara Bedford 


ENS RE ANE IE, GE oe EE RS ae ’ 


Cast: Edith Fellows, Clarence Kolb. Ron- | 


Cast: Frank Morgan, George Murphy, | 


Robert | 


Owen, Edmund Gwenn, | 


| ‘WESTBOUND STAGE,’ formerly titled ‘UNDER WESTERN SKIES,’ 
| musical western; produced by Edward Finney; directed by Spencer Ben- 
nett: screen play by Robert Emmett from story by John Foster; photo- 
| graphed by Marcel LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Nelson McDowell, Murial 
Evans, Nolan Willis, Steve Clark, Tom London, Reed Howes, Frank Ellis, 
| Chick Hannan, Kenneth Duncan, Frank LaRue, 

| ‘MR. WONG AT HEADQUARTERS,’ meller, (1938-39 release) produced 
by William T. Lackgy; directed by William Nigh; screen play by Scott 
Darling; story by Joseph West: based on the James Lee Wong stories by 
Hugh Wiley; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant 


Jason Robards, Pauline Drake. 


by Howard Bretherton; screen play by C. B. Williams and Marion Orth; 
photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Warren Hull, Kay Linaker, Wil- 
liam von Brincken, George Cleveland, Fern Emmett, Willy Costello, Vince 
Rush, Ed Keane, Hans Wollenberger. 

‘PIONEER DAYS,’ western; produced and directed by Harry Webb; 
i screen play by Bennett Cohen; photographed by Edwin Kull. Cast: Jack 
Randall. June Wilkins, Frank Yaconelli, Nelson McDowell, Ted Adams, 
Glenn Strange 

‘CHASING TROUBLE,’ mystery-comedy: produced by Grant Withers; 
directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Mary McCarthy; photo- 
|graphed by Harry Neumann, Cast: Frankie Darro, Marjorie Reynolds, 
| Mantan Moreland, Milburn Stone, Lillian Flliott, Alex Callam. 





Paramount 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
Studios wt sh 50 14 6 14 18 18 
Harry Sherman... & 4 1 4 0 0 
MONON woah wa aeuns 58 18 5 18 18 18 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 

‘ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS,’ formerly titled ‘CAMPUS WIVES,’ 
drama; associate producer, Edward T. Lowe: director, Kurt Newmann: 
screen play by Agnes Christine Johnston, based on story by Dale Funson; 
photographed by Theodore Sparkuhl. Cast: Joseph Allen, Jean Cagney, 
Virginia Dale, Peter Hayes, Betty Moran, John Arledge, Joyce Matthews, 
| Audrey Haynard, Wanda McKay, Kitty Kelly, Janet Waldo, Lawrence 
Grossmith, Una O’Connor, George Meeker, Dick Elliott, Lambert Rogers, 
Phyllis Adair, Fay Cotton, Barbara Denny, Gwen Kenyon. Marjorie Bell, 
Margaret Roach, Mildred Shay, Constance Keene, Fay McKenzie, Loraine 
Miller, Lorraine Krueger 

‘OPENED BY MISTAKE,’ drama, produced by GMO: associate pro- 
ducer, Stuart Walker; director, George Archinbaud:; screen play by Stuart 
Palmer and Garnett Weston; based on a story by Hal Hudson and Kenneth 
Earl; photography by Theodor Sparkunl. Cast: Charles Ruggles. Janice 
Logan, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Florence Shirley, Byron Foulger, 
Cy Kendall. Sam Ash, C. L. Sherwood, Walter Soderling. John Hartley 
Lawrence Grossmith, James Burke, George McKay, Lloyd Corrigan, Al 
Stewart, James T. 
| Deslys, John Gallaudet, Dick Rush, Douglas Kennedy. 
| “DR. CYCLOPS’ (Technicolor), meller; produced by Dale Van Every; 
| directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack; original screen play by Tom Kilpatrick: 
photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Albert Dekker, Janice Logan, Thomas 
| Coley, Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaconelli. 





| ‘ADVENTURE IN DIAMONDS,’ formerly titled ‘DIAMONDS ARE 


’| DANGEROUS,’ GMO production; directed by George Fitzmaurice; screen | 


| play by Leonard Lee and Franz Schulz; based on story by Frank 
| O'Connor; photographed by Charles Lang Cast: George Brent. Isa 
Miranda, John Loder, Nigel Bruce, Elizabeth Patterson, Matthew Boul- 
ton, Rex Evans, David Glyde, Rex Downing, Douglas Gordon, Harry 
Stubbs, Norman Ainsley, Guy Bellis, Nikolayeva, Hi Roberts, Walter 
Kingsford, Ralph Forbes, Gerald Rogers, Janet Waldo, Major Sam Harris, 
Roger Gray, Tony Marsh, Ed Gargan, Bobby Hale, Vera Lewis, E. E. Clive, 
Keith Kenneth, Wilfred Roberts, Susan Paley, Jack M. Lee, Ernest Truex, 
Charles Irwin, Charles Bennett, John Ward. 


‘UNTAMED’ (Technicolor); produced by Paul Jones; directed by George 
Archainbaud; screen play by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan and Frank Butler; 
based on ‘Mantrap’ by Sinclair Lewis; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: 
Ray Milland, Patricia Morison, Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Ejily 
Malyon, J. M. Kerrigan, Esther Dale, Jane Darwell, Bahe Denetdeel, 
|Charlene Wyatt, Gertrude Hoffman, J. Farrel! MacDonald, Sibyl] Harris, 
Clem Bevans, Fay Helm, Darry! Hickman, Roscoe Ates. 

‘REMEMBER THE NIGHT,’ drama; GMO production; directed by 
Mitchell Leisen:; original screen play by Preston Sturges; photographed by 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Fred MacMurray, Beulah Bondi, 

(Continued on page 16) 





Ralph | 


Withers, Marjorie Reynolds, Charles Trowbridge, John Hamilton, Craig | 
Reynolds, Jack Kennedy, Lita Cheveret, Frank Puglia, Stanford Jolley, | 


‘FRONT PAGE LADY,’ meller: produced by T. R. Williams: directed | 


Mack, Jack Norton, Edward: Marr, Scotty Groves, Kay | 


60,000 PAID 








Biggest splurge of story buying 
| since the outbreak of the European 
war and the drop in foreign markets 
was marked Jast week by the ex- 
penditure of $260,000 by three com- 
panies for two books and two Broad- 
way legit plays. Putting up the coin 
| were Paramount, Metro and RKO, 

| Largest single deal of the lot was 
| Metro's purchase yesterday (Tues- 
'day) of ‘The World We Make,’ Sid- 
/ney Kingsley’s drama at the Guild 
theatre, N. Y. Price is $100,000 and 
the release date of the picture is next 
| July 1, Sale was negotiated by the 
author, who personally contacted 
story editors of the various film com- 
panies to refute earlier reports that 
Warners had acquired the 
i rights. 

Angle of the transaction is that WB 
| bankrolled the production and was 
| therefore figured to have the inside 
ltrack in the bidding. However, 
Metro topped the offer. Understood 
there is a phase of the deal by 
which Kingsley will take over War- 
ners’ share in the production, but 
just how that will be worked cut 
isn’t revealed. Likewise not known 
how the managerial share of the pur- 
chase price wiil be split between 
Kingsley (who is producer as well as 
author) and Warners. Kingsley will 
get the regular author's 60°) share, 
but must split that with Milton 
Brand, from whose ‘Outward Room” 
he adapted the play. ‘World’ is 
Kingsley’s third picture sale, his 
‘Men in White’ and ‘Dead End’ hav- 
ing previously been filmed. 

Par followed on expenditures, pay- 
, ing $85,000 for ‘Skylark,’ legiter by 


screcn 





; Samson Raphaelson, currently in its 
llth week at the Morosco, N.Y. Play 

had been spoken of as a possible film 

vehicle for its star, Gertrude Law- 
rence, in an eastern-made picture. 
John Golden, who produced the legit 
version, had been confabbing with 
Mayor LaGuardia on possible film- 

ization of the play in New York, but 

the idea has now been scrapped. Far 

will star Claudette Colbert in the 

| picture. 

Third big buy of the week was 
of the best-selling novel, ‘Kitty 
Foyle,’ by RKO for $50,000, Par wag 
also interested in this, making the 
first offer for it, but was unwilling 
to pay the steep price demanded. 
During the negotiations RKO 
stepped in and copped it. Metro had 
an eye on it, too. Christopher Mor- 
ley wrote it. 

Metro purchase, for $25,000, was of 
an as yet unpublished novel, ‘Bioth- 
er, Here’s a Man,’ by Kim Beattie, 
an officer in the Canadian army. 
Macmillan brings it out in February. 
| Understood that vehicle is for Spen- 
cer Tracy. Twentieth-Fox was inter- 
ested in it at first. Max Becker ne- 
gotiated the deal. 

Other Story Buys 

Deal by which Metro purchased 
screen rights to ‘Escape,’ best-selling 
novel, on a sliding scale basis, has 
been called off. Studio will pay a 
flat fee of about $60,000. Original 
plan was to pay $35,000 and $2.000 
additional for each 10.000 copies sold, 
with the maximum $70,000 in 18 
months. 

This was the first deal of this type 
ever made. It fizzled because of dis- 
agreement over the tabulation sys- 
tem. Involved were: reprints, fer- 
eign rights, etc., although it appeared 
certain that, on virually any basis, 


Metro would have paid near the 
maximum. Original deal was nego- 
tiated in October by Monica McCall, 
then of the Curtis Brown agency, 


and the new one by Allen Collins, of 
the same office. 


Hempstead’s Kickoff 
Hollywood, Dec. 26 
First production for David Hemp- 
stead under his new contract with 
RKO is ‘Kitty Foyle.’ Hempstead js 
|due in Hollywood Jan, 2 to put 
scripters on the job. 


} 








e b J ° . . 

Keighley’s Disraeli Film 
| Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
| William Keighley’s next piloting 
!job at Warners is ‘Prime Minister,’ 
, based on the life of Disraeli. 
| He had been tentatively 
| to ‘Torrid Zone,’ 


Bette Davis Back at WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 26 
Bette Davis, on vacation for sev- 
| eral months, returns to the Warner 
| lot Jan, 2 to start on ‘All This an 
| Heaven, Too.’ 
Actual shooting starts Jan. 15 
der Anatole Litvak’s direction. 
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Elizabeth Patterson, Snowflake, Tom Kennedy, Sterling Holloway, John | 
Wray, Georgia Caine, John Beck, Thomas W. Ross, Virginia Brissac. j 


‘THE BISCUIT EATER, drama; produced by Jack Moss; director, Stuart 
Heisler; screen play by Stuart Anthony and Lillie Hayward; based on a| 
story by James Street; photography by Leo Tover. Cast: Billy Lee, Helene 
Millard, Richard Lane, Lester Mathews, Snowflake, Gordell Hickman, 

‘THE WAY OF ALL FLESH,’ drama; GMO production; associate pro- | 
ducer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released; | 
photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Akim Tamiroff, William Henry, | 
Gladys George, Muriel Angelus, Norma Nelson, James Seay, Roger Imhof, | 
Berton Churchill, Douglas Kennedy. 

‘AT GOOD OLD SIWASH,’ drama; produced and directed by Ted Reed; | 
screen play by Don Hartman; based on the stories by George Fitch; photo- | 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: William Holden, Bonita Granville, Ezra 
Stone, Vaughan Glaser, Judith Barrett, Phillip Terry, Richard Denning, 
James Seay, John Laird, John Hartley, Douglas Kennedy, John Arledge, | 
Jean Phillips, Audrey Maynard, Kay Stewart, Paula De Cardo, Kathleen | 
McCormick, Jimmy Dodd, Harry C. Bradley, Dick Winslow, Michael Gale, | 
Lane Allen, William Orr, Dave Dunbar, Aldrich Bowker, Kent Rogers, 
Frank Coghlan, Jr., Robert Scott, Alan Ladd, Gaylord Pendleton, James 
Flavin, Stanley Blystone, Lux McBride, Hal Brazeale, Richard Clayton, | 
Bradley Clark, Billy O’Brien. 

‘HIDDEN GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘THE MAN FROM BAR-20,’ western; | 
produced by Harry Sherman: directed by Lesley Selander; no writing | 
credits released; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, | 
Russell Hayden, Ruth Rogers, Britt Wood, Roy Barcroft, Minor Watson, 
Lee Phelps, Ethel Wales. 


‘EMERGENCY SQUAD,’ GMO production; associate producer, Stuart | 


Walker: directed by Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Harry Hallenberger. Cast: William Henry, Louise Campbell, 
Robert Paige, Richard Denning, Anthony Quinn. 


‘KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE,’ western: produced by Harry Sherman; | 


associate producer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Les Selander; screen play 
by Norman Houston, based on a story by Zane Grey; photographed by 
Russell Harlan. Cast: Russell Hayden, Jean Parker, Harry Humphrey, 


Ancrum, Ethel Wales. 
‘THE LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS,’ western, produced by Harry Sher- 


by Zane Gray; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Victor Jory, 
Jo Ann Sayers, Russell Hayden, Morris Ankrum, Noah Beery, Jr., Ruth 
Rogers, J. Farrell MacDonald, Esther Estrella, Alan Ladd, Georgia Haw- 
kins, Earle Askam. Tom Tyler. 

‘ROAD TO SINGAPORE,’ musical-comedy, produced by Harlan Thomp- 
son; director, Victor Schertzinger; screen play by Don Hartman and Frank 
Butler; based on a story by Harry Hervey; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby. Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Judith Barrett, 
Charles Coburn, Anthony Quinn, Jerry Colonna, Johnny Arthur, Pedro 
Regas, Belle Mitchell. Nina Campana. Benny Inocencio, Gloria Franklin, 
Carmen D’Antonio, Bob O’Connor, Ed Gargan, Greta Grandstedt, Don 
Brodie, John Kelly, Kitty Kelly, Freddie Walburn, Payne Johnson, Larry 
Harris, Roger Gray, Monte Blue. 


‘THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER,’ comedy-drama; associate producer, Wil- 





J. Farrell MacDonald, Rad Robinson, Britt Wood, Victor Jory, Morri | 


| duced by Max Gordon and Harry Goetz; directed by John Cromwell; play 
and screen play by Robert Sherwood; photographed by James Wong Howe. 


Cast: Raymond Massey, Gene Lockhart, Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard, 
Dorothy Tree, Harvey Stephens, Minor Watson, Alan Baxter, Howard 
De Silva, Aldrich Bowker, Maurice Murphy, Louis Jean Heydt, Clem 
Bevans, Harlan Briggs. 

‘SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON,’ drama, produced by Gene Towne and 
Graham Baker; director, Edward Ludwig; story adaptation by Towne and 
Baker; screenplay by Walter Ferris; photography by Nick Musuraca, Cast: 
Thomas Mitchell, Edna Best, Freddie Bartholomew, Terry Kilburn, Tim 
Holt, Bobby Quillan, Christian Rub, John Wray, Herbert Rawlinson, Fred 
Kohler, 

‘MARINES FLY HIGH,’ melodrama; produced by Robert Sisk; directed 
by Ben Stoloff; screen play by Jerry Cady; photographed by Frank 
Redman. Cast: Richard Dix, Chester Morris, Lucille Ball, John Eldredge, 
Paul Harvey, Horace MacMahon, Dick Hogan, Steffi Duna, Bob Stanton, 
Doris Lloyd, Frank M. Thomas, Nestor Paiva. } 

‘LITTLE ORVIE,’ drama; produced by William Sistrom; directed by Ray 
McCarey; screen play by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton from the novel 
by Booth Tarkington; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: John Sheffield, 
Ernest Truex, Dorothy Tree, Ann Todd, Daisy Mothershed, Ray Turner, 


| Fay Helm, Dell Henderson, 


‘VIGIL IN THE NIGHT?’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced and directed 
by George Stevens; from novel by A, J. Cronin; photographed by Robert 
De Grasse. Cast: Carole Lombard, Brian Aherne, Anne Shirley, Brenda 
Forbes, Robert Coote. 


‘SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ melodrama; produced by Cliff Reid; 


directed by Jack Hively; screen play by Ben Holmes and Jerry Cady from 


novel by Leslie Charteris; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: George San- 
ders, Helene Whitney, Jonathan Hale, Bela Lugosi, Donald MacBride, John 
F. Hamilton, Thomas W. Ross, Elliott Sullivan, Byron Foulger. 


RKO Pix Now in Production 


‘PINOCCHIO’ (1939-40 release), Walt Disney adaptation of child’s folk 
tale by C. Collodi; an animated feature in Technicolor, 

‘THE PRIMROSE PATH,’ drama; produced and directed by Gregory 
La Cava: no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph August. 
Cast: Ginger Rogers, Joel McCrea, Marjorie Rambeau, Henry Travers, 
Vivian Osborne, Miles Mander, Queenie Vassar, Joan Carol, Carmen 
Morales. 

‘IRENE,’ romantic comedy with music; produced and directed by Her- 
bert Wilcox; screen play by Alice Duer Miller from the James Montgom- 
ery play; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Anna Neagle, Ray Mil- 


'Jand, Roland Young, Alan Marshal, May Robson, Billie Burke, Arthur 
| 
man; director, Leslie Selander; screenplay by Norman Houston, original | 


Treacher, Isabel Jewell, Doris Nolan, Tommy Kelly, Ethel Griffies, Marsha 
Hunt, Stuart Robertson, Juliette Compton. 

‘MY FAVORITE WIFE,’ drama; produced by Leo McCarey; directed by 
Garson Kanin; screen play by Sam and Bella Spewack; photographed by 
Rudolph Mate. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary Grant, Randolph Scott, Gail 
Patrick, Ann Shoemaker, Scotty Beckett, Mary Lou Harrington, Donald 
MacBride. 

‘MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY,’ comedy; produced by Robert Sisk: directed 
by Les Goodwins; screen play by Charles Roberts: photographed by Jack 
McKenzie. Cast: Joe Penner, Linda Hayes, Russ Brown, Fritz Feld, Tom 
Kennedy, Granville Bates, Arthur Q. Bryan. 

‘BILL OF DIVORCEMENT,’ drama; produced by Robert Sisk; directed 
by John Farrow; screen play by Dalton Trumbo from the stage play by 
Clemence Dane; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Maureen O'Hara, 





liam Thomas; directed by James Hogan; no writing credits released: pho- 
tographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Martha Raye, Charles Ruggles, William 
Frawley, Richard Denning, Gertrude Michael, William Duncan, Ann Shoe- 
maker, William Demarest, Inez Courtney, Lorraine Krueger, Betty Mc- 
Laughlin, Anne Harrison, Tom Dugan, Jock Norton, Benny Baker, Bill 
Boggess, Bert Hanlon. Grace Hayle. Wanda McKay, Wilfred Roberts, 
John Hartley, Darryl] Hickman, Pat West, Jane Webb, Si Jenks, Sam Ash, 
Eddie Borden. 


‘WOMEN WITHOUT NAMES,’ formerly titled ‘STRANGE MONEY,’ | 


| 


drama; associate producer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Robert Florey; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Stuart Thompson. Cast: 
Ellen Drew, Robert Paige, Judith Barrett, John McGuire, Thomas FE. 
Jackson, Warden M. Thomas, Joseph Sawyer, James Seay, Louise Beavers, 
John Miljan, Charles Williams, Esther Dale, Marjorie Main, Charles Waldron, 
Cy Kendall, Weldon Heyburn. 


‘THE SHOWDOWN,’ formerly titled ‘FOUR ACES,’ formerly titled 
‘GUN CHORES,’ Hopalong Cassidy westen; produced by Harry Sherman; 


Adolphe Menjou, Fay Bainter, Herbert Marshall, Dame May Whitty, Patric 
Knowles, C. Aubrey Smith, Ernest Cossart, Kathryn Collier, Lauri Beatty. 








Republic 
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Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
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Westerms .ccccccee 24 7 0 1 16 16 
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Wotals ...ccccces 52 17 1 3 31 31 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
‘THE WOLF OF NEW YORK,’ meller; associate producer, Robert North: 


directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Harold and Daniel Kusell;| directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; photographed 


original story by Jack Jungmeyer: photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: | 
William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Britt Wood, Morris Ankrum, Jane Clayton, 
Wright Kramer, Donald Kirk, Roy Barcroft, Kermit Maynard, Walter | 
Shumway. 

‘TYPHOON,’ meller (Technicolor); GMO production; directed by Louis | 
King; screen play by Allen Rivkin; based on story by Steve Fisher; photo- | 
graphed by William Mellior. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Robert Preston, | 
Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Paul Harvey, Norma Gene Nelson, Jack 
Carson, Al Kikume. 

Par Pix Now in Production 

‘BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN,’ comedy; produced and directed by 
Mark Sandrich; no writing credits released; photographed by Charles Lang. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Virginia Dale, Eddie Anderson, Phil Harris, Andy 
Devine, Merriel Abbott Dancers, Ellen Drew, Lillian Cornell, Kay Linaker, 
Theresa Harris, Dennis Day, George Guhl, Billy Bletcher, Allen Wood, 
Monte Collins, Harry Baldwin, James Burke, Edgar Dearing, Eddie Acuff, 
no Faust, Eddie Chandler, Dick Rush, Roger Gray, Willie Fung, Sonny 

10rre. 


‘SAFARI,’ drama; GMO production; directed by Edward H. Griffith; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Medeleine Carroll, Tullio Carminati, Lynne Overman, 
Muriel Angelus, Fredrik Vogeding, Clinton Rosemond, Thomas Louden, 
Fred Godoy, Jack V. Carr, Billy Gilbert, Hans Von Morhart, Darby Jones, 
Henry Rowland, George Melford, James Davis, Al Duval, John B. Wash- 
ington, Ben Carter, Hassan Said, Major Sam Harris, Jesse Graves, Ernest 
Whitman. 

‘GOLDEN GLOVES,’ drama; G. M. O. production; associate producer, 
William C. Thomas; directed by Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Robert Ryan, Jean Cagney, 
Richard Denning, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Edward Brophy. 


‘HOLD YOUR HORSES,’ western; produced by Harry Sherman; directed | 


by Lesley Selander; screen play by Nosman Houston based on a story by 
Clarence E. Mulford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William 
Boyd, Russell Hayden, Britt Wood, Harvey Stephens, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
— Carter, Rad Robinson, Frank Lackteen, Edward Waller, Jack Rock- 
well. 

‘DOWN WENT McGINTY,’ drama; produced by Paul Jones; directed by 
Preston Sturges; no writing credits released; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Muriel Angelus, Akim Tamiroff, William 
Demarest, Allyn Joslyn, Harry Rosenthal, Libby Taylor, Thurston Hall, 
Steffi_Duna, Esther Howard, Donnie Kerr, Mary Thomas, Walter Soder- 
ling, Harry Hayden, William Edmunds, Dorothy Vernon, Sylvia Andrew, 


Kay Stewart, Jean Phillips, 
RKO-Radio 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 
‘ARE TINCOUN IN ILLINOIS’ (1929-40 release). historical drama: pro- 
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by Reggie Lanning. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Rose Hobart, James Stephenson, 
Bill Demarest, Jerome Cowan, Maurice Murphy, Ann Baldwin, 


‘HEROES OF THE SADDLE,’ western; produced by Harry Grey: di- 


| rected by William Witney; no writing credits released; photographed by 


William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton, Duncan Renaldo, 
Loretta Weaver, Patsy Lee Parsons, Byron Foulger, William Royle, Al 
Taylor, Douglas Deems, Darwood Kay, Patsy Carmichael. 


‘VILLAGE BARN DANCE,’ drama with music: associate producer, 


| Armand Schaefer; directed by Frank MacDonald; no writing credits re- 
| leased; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Richard Cromwell, Doris 

Day, Barbara Jo Allen, Robert Baldwin, Esther Dale, Don Wilson, Lulu 
| Belle, Scotty. 


Republic Pix Now in Production 
‘THE DARK COMMAND,’ meller: associate producer, Sol C. Siegel: 
| directed by Raoul Walsh; no writing credits released: photographed by 
Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, Claire Trevor, Roy Rogers, Walter Pidgeon, 
Porter Hall, Joseph Sawyer, Marjorie Main, George Hayes. 


20th Century-Fox 








(1939-40) 
: Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Roems Cameras tion 
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i 52 30 3 11 1l 11 

Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 

‘THE BLUE BIRD,’ fantasy in Technicolor: associate producer, Gene 
Markey; directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Ernest Pascal from book 
| by Mi urice Maeterlinck; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley 
Temple, Spring Byington, Eddie Collins, Sybil Jason. Gale Sondergaard, 

Nancy Kelly, Laura Hope Crews, Nigel Bruce, Johnny Russell, Leona 
| Roberts, Jessie Ralph, Al Shean. : ar 
| cate MARRIED HIS WIFE,’ comedy; associate producer, Raymond 

ees Seater, Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits released; photography 
By Ernest Palmer. Cast: Joel McCrea, Nancy Kelly, Roland Young. Mary 
| Boland, Mary Healy, Lyle Talbot, Elisha Cook, Jr., Barnett Parker, 

' GRAPES OF WRATH,’ drama; associate producer, Nunnally Johnson; 
a John Ford; no writing credits released; photography by Gregg 
raeee,, — Bn anod d Foes, Doris Bowdon, Charlie Grapewin, Jane 

arwell, John Carradine, ie Quillan, Russel i Ss i 
Frank Darien, Frank Sully. . ee ae me 

‘LITTLE OLD NEW YORK,’ drama, produced by Raymond Griffith: di- 
> sei Henry King; no writing credits released: photography by Leon 
ree. Cast: Alice Faye, Fred MacMurray, Richard Greene, Brenda 
Gal Andy Devine, Henry Stephenson, Ben Carter, Clarence Hummel 

son. 

“CHARLIE CHAN IN PANAMA,’ meller, produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; 
director, Norman Foster; no writing credits released; photographed by 


Chris-Pin. Martin, Kane Richmond, Mary Nash, Lionel Royce, Helen 
Ericson, Edwin Stanley, Don Douglas, Frank Puglia. 7 

“THE MAN WHO WOULDN’T TALK,’ meller; produced by Sol Wurtzel; 
directed by David Burton; no writing credits released: photography by 
Virgil Miller. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Jean Rogers, Richard Clarke, Mae Marsh, 
Joan Valerie, Douglas Wood, Onslow Stevens, Eric Blore, Irving Bacon. 

‘SHOOTING HIGH, drama; produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: directed by 
Alfred Green; no writing credits released. Cast: Jane Withers, Gene 
Autry, Marjorie Weaver, Katharine Aldridge, Jack Carson. 
one AS YOU FEEL,’ Jones Family comedy; produced by John 
Stone; directed by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released; photo- 
| graphed by Charles Clarke. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Ken 
\ (Continued on page 18) 





Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Jean Rogers, Lionel Atwill, Sen Yung, | 
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Hays Meeting Covers 
Neely, Foreign Coin, 
The 1940 Budget, Ete, 


The Neely bill, tentative discussion 
of the 1940 budget and the foreign 
coin situation occupied the meeting 
of the Hays office directors Thurs. 
day (21) after lack of quorum forced 
an adjournment from the previous 
day. This was the regular quarterly, 
year-end session, with the directorate 
showing its concern over foreign 
losses by calling in all foreign de. 
partment chiefs for a closeup ver. 
sion. 


Although the matter was taken up 
only preliminary discussion was held 
on the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors’ Assn. budget for next 
year. That will be decided when the 
directors huddle again Jan. 3. 

Last Thursday’s session was the 
first since Great Britain had decided 
to freeze approximately 50% of the 
net annual revenue of seven majors 
|in Great Britain, or about $17,500,- 
000. The British quota law remain- 
ing as it was, until March 31, that 
must force a majority of the major 
companies to go ahead with produc. 
tion in England, which had been 
temporarily halted. A large portion 
of the frozen currency probably will 
be used for this production. 

Besides Will Hays and Major Fred- 
erick L. Herron, head of the Hays 
office foreign division, Maurice 
Silverstone, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
W. C. Michel, Jack Cohn, Nate 
Blumberg, Barney Balaban, George 
J. Schaefer and Joseph H. Hazen at- 
tended the board meeting. 

The foreign chiefs called in were 
Arthur M., Loew, David Bernstein 
(who accompanied Loew), Phil Reis- 
man, John A. McConville, Walter J. 
Hutchinson, Arthur Kelly, Karl Mce 
| Donald, J. W. Hicks, Jr., and Joe H. 
| Seidelman. McDonald appeared in 
|the absence of Joseph Hummel, for 
Warner Bros. 

Plan to lend financial aid to varte 
ous units such as the AMPA commite 
tee, recently appointed, to combat 
the Neely bill, was reported as one 
of the topics up for consideration. 


U’S ’39-40 RELEASES 
AT HALF-WAY MARK 


Hollywood, Dec. 26, 


Universal has delivered half its 
1939-40 quota of pictures and is set 
to release four additional features 
within three weeks, 

‘Charlie McCarthy, Detective,’ 
‘Green Hell’ and ‘The Invisible Man 
Returns’ are ready for delivery. ‘My 
Little Chickadee,’ the Mae Weste 
W. C. Fields co-starrer, goes into the 
editing room this week. 














—_____._- —— 


Waiting for Grant Keeps 
Edington Idle Till March 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Harry Edington’s Famous Produc- 
tions at Universal is taking a siesta 
because Cary Grant is unavailable as 
star of the company’s next picture, 
‘La Chienne,’ until March. 

Currently Grant is playing in ‘My 
Favorite Wife’ at RKO, after which 
he goes into ‘Tree of Liberty’ at 
Columbia. 


Kelley Made U Exec 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Dan Kelley, casting head at Uni- 
versal for six years, was upped to 
associate executive, with authority to 
negotiate with directors and writers 
as well as players. 
New contract runs for two years. 





Lesser Tests Legiter 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Lois Hall, currently in the cast of 
‘John Barrymore’s ‘My Dear Chil- 
| dren,’ planes in today (Tues.) from 
| Chicago for a screen test. 

If she clicks she gets the femme 
|lead in Sol Lesser’s ‘Our Town.’ 








DIRECTOR THIELE’S % SUIT 
Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 


Stanley Bergeman agency filed 
suit for $2,120 against William Thiele, 
Metro director, charging breach of 
‘contract. Plaintiff asks commissions 
'on Thiele’s $600 weekly salary since 
| April 10, 1939, plus percentage of 
{his earnings under the studio con- 
tract. 
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GEO. RAFT - JANE BRYAN WM. HOLDEN 


m INVISIBLE STRIPES ‘wis, 


HUMPHREY BOGART - FLORA ROBSON 
PAUL KELLY ° Directed by LLOYD BACON 


Screen Play by Warren Duff « From an Original Story by Jonathan Finn 
Based on the Book by Lewis E. Lawes « A Warner Bros.—First National Picture 


ALL THESE IN JANUARY, TOO! 


THE FIGHTING | ‘BROTHER RAT |‘A CHILD IS ‘BRITISH ! 
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James Cagney * Pat O'Brien « George Brent The whole brilliant cast of ‘Brother Rat’ Geraldine Fitzgerald * Gladys George Boris Karloff - Margaret Lindsay 
Jeffrey Lynn * Alan Hale « Frank McHugh and the wonder-baby Jeffrey Lynn + Gale Page rey reer: ceeereres ee ences 
° g ° . 
Dennis Morgan + Dick Foran * Wm. Lundigan Peter B. Good Spring Byington oon o ukcons . WAL 8. WALL | 
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lirec by Lew Landers; no writing credits released; photographed by 
tae A Cast: Edmund Lowe, Margaret Lindsay, Elizabeth Ris- 


| 
e. * ona 
Advance Production Chart + nage oe yang Jerry Marlowe, Joyce Compton, Julie Stevens, Chick 


Chandler, Cliff Clark, Lillian Yarbo, 
Universal Pix Now in Production 


‘MY LITTLE CHICKADEE,’ western comedy; no producer credit; di- 
rected by Edward Cline; no writing credits released; photographed by Joe 
Valentine. Cast: Mae West, W. C. Fields, Joseph Calleia, Dick Foran, Anne 





(Continued from page 16) 


Howell, George Ernest, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan, Joan 
Valerie, Dorothy Dearing, Irma Wilson. Nagel, Margaret Hamilton, George Moran, 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Production ‘FLASH GORDON CONQUERS THE UNIVERSE’ (1940-43 feogm). 
‘DANCE WITH THE D&£VIL,’ drama; produced by Harry Joe Brown: serial; produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Kay *ay~ 
directed by Henry Hathaway; no writing credits released. Cast: Tyrone! jor: screen play by George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and Barry Shipman, 
Power. Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arnold, Lloyd Nolan, Charley Grapew1n, pased on the Alex Raymond cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash and 
Lionel Atwill. , William Sickner. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ Coe — Homeee. — 
¢ JAS J TENTURESS,’ dr: - produced by Nunnally Johnson; | Gwynne, Charles Middleton, Frank Shannon, Roland Drew, irley Dean, 
Pinay gg Minti py scien ae eslesels photographed by | Victor pg ee pen neven, Seas — on ae 
nr st: in iche reene, Erich von Stroheim, Peter | Nilssen, Lee Powell, gar Edwards, Ben Taggart, Ray Mala, Ch - 

Paes Snaeieny. Cast: Zorina, Richard G an waeew © Eee, 
‘HOTEL FOR WOMEN NO. 2,’ drama; produced by John Stone; directed ‘RIGADOON,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Harold Schus- 














é aieaae tad : leased; photographed by George | ter; no writing credits released; photographed by Milton Krasner, Cast: 
ene tend eee Fe sag Reon weed Robert Lowery, Henry | Lola Lane, James Craig, Eduardo Cianelli, Tom Fadden, Henry Victor, 
Wilcoxon, Elise Knox, Mary Beth Hughes, Katharine Aldridge, Helen | Robert C. Fischer, Clarence Muse. 
Ericson, Dorothy Dearing. 
United Artist Warners 
rusts (1939-40) 
(1939-40) 
New Balance te easton te 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories 
Now Balance to , 
. oe f Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in o E 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- ' — — = — a — 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras _ tion Totals ........+. « 
Samuel Goldwyn... 4 3 1 8 0 v Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 
Selznick .......:+: 4 1 ® . : ; ‘BRITISH INTELLIGENCE,’ formerly titled ‘SECRET ENEMY,’ formerly 
Walter Wanger.... 6 2 : ° ° ° titled ‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; associate pro- 
Chaplin ........ eee 1 : ° 1 2 2 ducer, Mark Hellinger; no writing credits released; directed by Terry 
Reach ....... a 2 1 4 1 2 2 Morse; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff, Margaret Lind- 
ee : 5 i ® F 4 4 say, Holmes Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard Mudie, Clarence 
Edward Small..... 6 0 1 6 5 5 Derwent. 
Lesser-Lubitsch ... 3 6 6 0 3 3 ‘A CHILD IS BORN,’ formerly titled ‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 re- 
Dougias Fairbanks . 1 0 6 0 1 1 lease), drama; executive producer, Hal B, Wallis; associate producer, Sam 
David L. Loew..... 1 0 ® 0 1 1 Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Robert Rossen; photo- 
- = ~~ — = = graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale 
 ererrie ey ; 40 10 3 5 22 22 Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: O'Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette Fabares, John Litel. 
‘REBECCA,’ meller; produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Alfred ‘PRIVATE DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘LADY DICK,’ meller; pro- 


Hitchock: from novel by Daphne du Maurier; photographed by George | duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; screenplay by Earl Snell; 
Barnes. Cast: Lawrence Olivier, Joan Fontaine, Judith Anderson, Reginald | photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: Jane Wyman, Dick Foran, Maxie 
Denny. George Sanders, Gladys Cooper, Philip Winter, Nigel Bruce, Ed- | Rosenbloom, Gloria Dickson, John Eldridge, Don Douglas, John Ridgely, 
ward Fielding, Florence Bates, | John Harron, Selmer Jackson, Morgan Conway, Julie Stevens, William 


‘TWO’S COMPANY,’ feature-length comedy; produced by Hal Roach; | 
directed by Gordon Douglas; no writing credits released; photographed by | 
Arthur Lloyd. Cast: Laurel and Hardy, Jimmy Finlayson, Eddie Conrad, | 
Claire James. 


‘HOUSE ACROSS THE BAY,’ Walter Wanger production, directed by | 
Archie Mayo: screenplay by Kathryn Scola; photographed by Merritt 
Gerstad. Cast: Joan Bennett, George Raft, Lloyd Nolan, Gladys George, | 
Walter Pidgeon, June Knight, Pat O’Malley, Emmett Vogan. 


‘1,000,000 B. C.,’ produced by D. W. Griffith; directed by Hal Roach; | 
screen play by Mickell Novak and George Baker from an original by | 
Eugene Roche: photographed by Norbert Brodine. Cast: Victor Mature, | 
Lon Chaney, Jr., Carole Landis, John Hubbard, Mamo Clark, Jacqueline 
Dahlia, Inez Palange, Edgar Edwards, Gale Fisher. 

‘SEND ANOTHER COFFIN,’ formerly titled ‘CITY FOR SALE,’ formerly 
titled ‘SEND ANOTHER COFFIN,’ mystery meller; produced by Walter 
Wanger: directed by Tay Garnett; screen play by John Lay, Robert Tall- 
man and Ken Englund; from novel by F. G. Presnell; photographed by 
Merritt Gerstad. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Ruth Terry, Broderick Crawford, 
Edward Arnold, Claire Dodd, Alan Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, Bernard 
Nedell, John Sheehan, Howard Hickman, Douglas Fowley, Eve Arden, 
Douglas Dumbrille. 


UA Pix Now in Production 


Davidson, George Irving. 


‘CALLING PHILO VANCE,’ formerly titled ‘PHILO VANCE COMES 
BACK,’ meller; produced by Bryan Roy; directed by William Clemmens; 


| screen play by Tom Reed from story by S. S. Van Dine; photographed by 


William O'Connell. Cast: James Stephenson, Henry O'Neill, Edward 
Brophy, Margot Stevenson, Sheila Bromley, Jimmy Conlin, Don Douglas, 
Martin Kosleck, Ralph Forbes, Creighton Hale, Harry Strange, Richard 
Kipling, Joseph Crehan. 


‘YEARS WITHOUT DAYS,’ formerly titled ‘CITY OF LOST MEN, | 
formerly titled ‘20,000 YEARS IN SING SING,’ meller; executive pro- | 


ducer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Samuel Bischoff; directed by 
Anatole Litvak: screen play by Courtney Terrett and Robert Lord from a 
story by Warden Lewis F. Lawes, Wilson Minzer and Brown Holmes; 
| photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Ann 
| Sheridan, Jerome Cowan, Willard Robertson, Robert Strange, Billy Wayne, 
| Eddie Kane, Tommy Jackson, John Ridgely, Burgess Meredith. 


| ‘INVISIBLE STRIPES,’ meller; produced by Lou Edelman; directed by 
Llovd Bacon: no writing credits released; photographed by Ernest Haller. 
| Cast: George Raft, Humphrey Bogart, Wiiliam Holden, Flora Robson, Mare 
| Lawrence, Joseph Downing. 

| 





| ‘THE FIGHTING 69TH,’ war picture; produced bv Lou Edelman; director, 


| ° ° . ° ° 
‘ lig <eighley; screen play, N é i : i T 
UNTITLED COMEDY; production, direction and screen play by Charles | William Keighley; screen play, Norman Reilly Raine, photography by Tony 


Chaplin; photography by Kar! Struss and Rollie Totheroh. Cast: Charles | 

Chaplin, Paulette Goddard, Henry Daniell, Emma Dunn, Maurice Mosco- | 

vich, Max Davidson, Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nichelson. , 

Gerstad. Cast: Joan Bennett, George Raft, Lloyd Nolan, Gladys George. 
‘THE WESTERNER,’ western drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; | 

directed by William Wyler; no writing credits released; photographed by | 

Gregg Toland. 


| Gaudio. 


Cast: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris | raphy credits not released. 


Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, George Brent, William Lundi- 
gan, Jeffry Lynn, Dennis Morgan, Henry O'Neill, Dick Foran, Alan Hale, 
John Litel, Frank McHugh, Sammy Cohen, De Wolf Hopper, Big Boy 
Williams. 


‘BROTHER RAT AND THE BABY,’ comedy; directed by Ray Enright; 
screen play by Earl Balwin, Finklehoff and Monk; producer and photog- 
Cast: Eddie Albert, Wayne Morris, Priscilla 


Davenport, Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul Hurst, | Lane, Jane Wyman, Ronald Reagan, Arthur Treacher, Nana Bryant, Jessie 


Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, Charles Halton, 


‘MY SON, MY SON,’ drama; produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Charles Vidor; no writing credits released; photographed by Harry Strad- 
ling. Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Brian Aherne, Louis Hayward, Frances Dee, 
Josephine Hutchinson, Henry Hull, Sophie Stewart, Bruce Lester, Lionel 
Belmore, 


Sulveseal 


(1939-40) 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Peatures ...cccccs 40 14 2 5 19 19 
Arlen-Devine 
ACCOM ....cccce 7 4 0 1 2 2 
Westerns en 7 5 0 0 2 2 
Serials . a : 4 3 1 l 0 0 
Famous Productions 3 0 0 1 2 2 
Totals . ie teln ata 61 26 3 s 28 28 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

‘THE GREEN HORNET,’ serial; produced by Henry MacRae; directed by 
Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Jerome Ash. Cast: Gordon Jones, Anne Nagel, Wade Boteler, Keye 


Luke, Philip Trent, Walter McGrail, John Kelly, Gene Rizzi, Douglas Evans, 


Ralph Dunn. 


‘THE INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS,’ comedy-drama; associate producer, 
Ken Goldsmith; director, Joe May; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Milton Krasner. 
Nan Grey, John Sutton, Cecil Kelloway, Ivan Simpson, Forrester Harvey. 


‘FRAMED,’ formerly titled ‘TROUBLE’S MY MIDDLE NAME,’ comedy; | 


associate producer, Ben Pivar; director, Harold Schuster; original screen 
play by Roy Chanslor; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Constance Moore, 
Frank Albertson, Robert Armstrong, Jerome Cowan, Sidney Blackmer, 
Judith Allen, Herbert Rawlinson, Jerry Marlowe, Barbara Pepper, Dick 
Wessel, Harold Daniels, Anne Gwynne. 

‘THE DEVIL IS YELLOW,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by 
Phil Rosen; screen play by Harold Buchman and Roy Chanslor: based on 
a novel by Frederick P. Davis; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 
Wayne Morris, William Gargan, Margaret Lindsay, Roscoe Karns, James 
Burke, Eddy Chandler, Robert Emmett Keane, 

‘OH, JOHNNY, HOW YOU CAN LOVE,’ drama; produced by Ken Gold- 
smith; directed by Charles Lamont; screen play by Arthur T. Horman; 
photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: Tom Brown, Peggy Moran, Juanita 
Quigley, Allen Jenkins, Donald Meek, Isabel Jewell, Horace MacMahon, 
eee Jane Rhodes, Joe Downing, Matt McHugh, Renie Riano, John 
Hamilton. 


‘GREEN HELL,’ drama; Famous Productions; directed by James Whale; 


Cast: Vincent Price, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, | 


Busley. 
| 


‘FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; director, 
|Terry Morse; original story by Leonard Neubauer, screenplay by Alex 
| Gottlieb; photographed by Arthur L. Todd. Cast: Roger Pryor, Lucille 
| Fairbanks, Don Douglas, Morgan Conway, Sheila Bromley, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
John Gallaudet, Lottie Williams, Joe Devlin, Stevan Darrell, John Harmon, 
| Robert E. O’Connor, Thomas Jackson, Eddy Chandler, Ed Keane, Willis 
| Claire, Gus Glassmire, Bernice Pilot, George Lloyd. 
| 


‘GRANNY GET YOUR GUN,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; director, 


George Amy; screenplay, Kenneth Gamet; photography by L. William | 


| O'Connell. Cast: May Robeson, Harry Davenport, Margot Stevenson, Vera 

Lewis, Archie Twitchell, Ann Todd, Clay Clement, Max Hoffman, Jr., 
| Arthur Aylesworth, Granville Bates, Clem Bevans, William Davidson, 
Hardie Albright, Walter Wilson, Nat Carr. 


| ‘MAGIC BULLETS,’ formerly titled ‘DR. EHRLICH,’ biographical drama; 

producer, Wolfgang Reinhardt; director, William Dieterle: original screen- 
play by Heinz Herald and John Huston; photographed by James Wong 
Howe. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Ruth Gordon, Montague Love, Albert 
| Basserman, Charles Halton, Donald Meek, Torbin Meyer, Henry O'Neill, 
| Marie Ouspenskaya, Harry Davenport. ; , 

“KING OF THE LUMBERJACKS,’ action meller: produced by Bryan 
Foy; director, Bill Clemens; screenplay, Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz: 
photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Payne, Gloria Dickson. Stanley 
Fields, Joe Sawyer, Victor Kilian, Herbert Haywood, Earl Dwire, James 
Conlon, Creighton Hale, John Deering, Cole Panzer. Jack Mower, Pat 
West, Nat Carr, G. Pat Collins, John Sheehan, John ‘Skins’ Miller, 

‘GAMBLING ON THE HIGH SEAS,’ meller: produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by George Amy; no writing credits released: photographed by Lou 
OC onnel. Cast: Wayne Morris, Jane Wyman, Gilbert Roland, John Litel, 
William Pawley, Murray Alper, Robert Strange, Roger Pryor, George Mea- 
der, John Gallaudet, 





Warner Pix Now in Production 


‘VIRGINIA CITY,’ western drama; produced by Robert Fellows; execu- 
tive producer, Hal B. Wallis: directed by Michael Curtiz; original screen 
play by Robert Buckner and Howard Koch: photographed by Sol Polito. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins, Randolph Scott, Alan Hale, Donald 
Tim Pan nag on P hair od Jory, Moroni Olsen, Henry O'Neill, John 

, Granville Bates, Charles Middlet ‘ man, Harold Hick- 
cath, Chavien tetetelane, on, Brandon Tynan, Harold Hick 

‘AND IT ALL CAME TRUE,’ produced by David Lewis: directed by Lew 
Seiler; from the Lewis Bromfield novel: photographed by Ernest Haller. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Jeffrey Lynn, Humphrey Bogart, ZaSu Pitts, 

‘WE SHALL MEET AGAIN,’ drama; produced by David Lewis; directed 
by Edmund Goulding; no writing credits released; photographed by Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Merle Oberon, George Brent, Pat O’Brien, Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald, Binnie Barnes, Jane Gilbert, Frank Wilcox, Maris Wrixon, John 
Ridgeley, Marjorie Gateson, Herbert Anderson, George Reeves. 

“THREE CHEERS FOR THE IRISH,’ meller; produced by Sam Bischoff; 
directed by Lloyd Bacon: no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Rosher. Cast: Priscille Lane, Thomas Mitchel!, Dennis Morgan, 





original story and screen play by Frances Marion; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan Bennett, John Howard, Alan | 
Hale, George Sanders, George Bancroft, Vincent Price, Gene Garrick, Fran- | 
cis McDonald, Mala. 


‘HONEYMOON DEFERRED,’ formerly titled ‘DOUBLE ALIBI,’ formerly 
titled- ‘HONEYMOON DEFERRED,’ drama; produced by Ken Goldsmith; ' 


9 ae eR AS RE a PN RAR GE tpt SES aS 


Alan Hale, Morgan Conway, Wade Boteler, Henry Armetta, Frank Jenks 
J. M. Kerrigan, Edward Gargan, Ferike Boris, , ; Peon 


“MARRIED, PRETTY AND POOR,’ comedy-drama; produced by Henry 
Blanke; directed by Vincent Sherman: based on a play by Maxwell Ander- 
son; photographed by James Wong Howe, Cast: John Garfield, Claude 


meer gg ang Merkel, Dennie Moore, Frank McHugh, Elisabeth Risdon, Ger- 
trude Nils. 


No Widespread 
Drive Against 
Bingo in Pennsy 


——a 





Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

The State attorney-general’s office 
on Saturday (23) announced that it 
would take no action against bingg 
and bank nights in theatres, assert. 
ing that the question was entirely 
up to local and county authorities, 
The announcement scotched reports 
that the State Motor Police would 
make a statewide drive against the 
games. Russell Shockley, chief 
deputy attorney-general, said there 
was no specific legislation on 
Pennsylvania statute books covering 
such subjects and that none was en. 
acted by the last session of the state 
legislature. 


Pennsylvania motor police are 
charged with enforcement of game 
bling laws only where suspected vio« 
lations seem to be too broad for 
local authorities to cope with, 
Shockley said. 





L. A. Law His Theatres 
Los Angeles, Dec. 26, 

New city ordinance against pin- 
ball games is being jockeyed by local 
reformers to operate against film 
houses where numbered wheels and 
other mechanical devices are used to 
determine the winners of giveaways, 

Law was aimed specifically at pin- 
ball machines, but contains a joker 
that might be construed as applying 
to theatrical gimmicks, 


‘Auction’ Gag Causes Arrest 
Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 

Orvin Moore, manager of the Ohio, 
operated by George Settos, was 
hauled down to the bastille by the 
|} local gendarmes Tuesday (19) for 
| operating a screeno game. Lotteries 
have been nixed legally here, and 
| Moore thought he had an out, which 
police are giving him a chance to 
prove in court. 

Nabes are getting away with 
money giveaways in form of an auce 
tion, with auctioneer offering to buy 
different articles from people in au- 
dience at prices far above their ac- 
tual worth. For instance, in one 
house, $5 was paid for a cigar lighter, 
which turned out to be a match. 











Clearance 
|____. Continued from page 3_WW 


to mutual advantage of all exhibi- 
tors, and would automatically ine 
crease distributing company’s reve 
|enue without hurting any individual. 

Executive secretary Poole of the 
Pacific Coast Conference, comment- 
ing on Hickey’s advice to the Port- 
land area exhibs, said he was salis- 
fied the Metro sales executive had 
emphasized the desirability and need 
for a thorough house-clearing in 
their own ranks, and that the re- 
marks indicated the position of @ 
friendly company, whose _ stand 
would be certain to work inestimable 
benefits to everybody concerned. 

James Hone, executive secretary of 
the Independent Theatre Owners of 
|the Pacific Northwest, embracing the 
'state of Washington, part of Idaho 
iand Alaska, will shortly arrive in Los 
Angeles to confer with Poole and 
various distributing company district 
chiefs, regarding zoning and clear- 
ance conditions in his territory. 
Hone will be first of the Pacific coast 
lexhibitor organizations identified 
with the Pacific Coast conference to 
come here for confabs, with Portland 
expected to follow suit in the imme- 
diate future. 














Drum Roll for ‘Fu’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Republic rolled its new serial 
‘Drums of Fu Manchu,’ with Henry 
Brandon in the name role. 
H. S. Brown eis producing, with 
William Witney and Jack English as 
co-directors. 





Pic Waits on Parker 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Jean Parker moves into the femmeé 
lead of Monogram’s ‘Son of the 
Navy’ as soon as she finishes in ‘And 
| So Goodbye’ for Academy. 
Navy film is based on the Lux ra- 
dio skit which starred Ginger 
| Rogers. 
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(WE DIDNT WRITE THIS AD! 

3 INEE IRIVER compete 
| | ) to ‘Alexander’ s Ragtime Band.’ Is aimed a 
| e| for popular appeal and can’t miss!" 
| ~+Daily Variety 
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: a has ever had, with the combination of 


office bell everywhere as swell entertain- 





SUG am & Si comes close : 
upon the heels of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
_ They are both in same cycle so to speak. 
And ‘Swanee’ is certainly jam-packed 
with the same beautiful sentiment and : : 
charm. Don Ameche’s portrayal of Stephen | 
Foster is as good as Paul Muni’s Pasteur 
and Robert Donat’s Mr. Chips.” 
—Jimmy Starr, L. A. Herald 
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| DWAN n eons cues | 
| Technicolor film from 20th Century-Fox. | 








Tensely dramatic story that has captured | | 
the true American spirit and brought to : 
the screen a vivid nostalgic piece of cel- 
luloid entertainment and beauty. ‘Swanee 
River’ like ‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ will 
have entire nation singing old songs.” 
—Erskine Johnson, L. A. Examiner 
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V the best blend- : 


ing of story and song the sound screen : 
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i story and song magnificently acted, pro- 
: duced and directed. Should ring the box 






—Hollywood Reporter 
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THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 
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sR Dent Chai FILM BOOKING CHART 
Noble, Jr.s Return to Dent Chain 
‘ oe 
hifts: er Oves (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
aluses n 9 all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in VarRiETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
sail ; ‘ to Type Abbreviations R. T.—Run 
Lincoln, Dec. 26. jholder of the Monogram franchise Be eer serie eds, Un Denele-Beama, Wotan D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; Ml ~ Meee 
T B. Noble. Jr.. as of Jan. 1, goes in Buffalo and Albany sectors, . ——————— === ——————=» 
k at the helm of L. L. Dent's ; isla meer a WEEK Rev. : 
esa Theatres, Inc., as general Class nie Se ee 26 OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T. 
manager and will headquarter in Application a ag oo "Rosenberg RELEASE V ~~“ J = : , anita — — a an 
menves. © olo. - — pagg hc ac e and associates to convert the City 10 20 39 11 ll SMITH GOES To WASHINGTON (Col) RD  § Stewart-J. Arthur-C. Rains 126 
City t r/c. Wennaien Theatres.|Ice Co. property at 47th and Oak 1am, 10/18 Al THE CIRCUS (M-G) C Marx Bros.-K, Baker-F. Rice 85 
<—? here since thev’re affiliated | into a 1.000-seat theatre was denied 11/22 TELEVISION SPY (Par) D Ww. Henry-J. Barrett-W. Collier, Sr, 58 
with the Dent string anvway. by the board of zoning adjustment. SHIPYARD SALLY (20th) c G. Fields-S. Howard 

This will cause wholesale moving, Protests against commercializing of 111 FACK UP YOUR TROUBLES (26th) c J. Withers-Ritz Bros, 15 
of execs, Larry Starsmore, present the neighborhood were made by the 126 OKLAHOMA FRONTIER (U) WwW J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F, Knight 59 
acting gm going back to Pueble | University of Kansas City, Nelson 11.22 SMASHING MONEY RING (WB) M_iR.« Reagan-M. Stevenson 61 
Colo., as city manager, and Bob Art Gallery and the Barstow a F cacemectneatiore cases — <a Panny hing am 
Pfotenhauer, now at Pueblo, being | ail nearby. A 10, 27,39 1025 BEWARE SPOOKS (Col) Cc J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 65 

nt into Oklahomm City, as city! In line with the trend in the — 12 6 BAD LITTLE GIRL (M-G) DV. Weidler-G, Reynolds-R. Owen 4 
cauhiaae? Howard Federer, presi- | neighborhood, Rosenberg’s plans in- 11/1 MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE (Mono) DC. Bickford-B. MacLane 84 
dent of NTI here, will stay on. ‘eluded expenditure of more than 11.222 DANGER FLIGHT (Mono) D 4J.Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 

T. B. Noble, Jr., with Dent as g.m.| $40,000 for landscaping and deco- 1018 DISPUTED PASSAGE (Par) RD  Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard 89 
until three years ago, left to set up| rating, but this failed to sway the 10 18 SUED FOR LIBEL (RKO) D K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Lane 65 
the theatres in Oklahoma City. | board. —— 10.25 20,000 MEN A YEAR (20th) DR. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay 83 

St. Louis Active 9/13 HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER (UA) C J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W.Gargan _— 80 

. ile St. Louis, Dec. 26. 11/1 LITTLE ACCIDENT (U) CD =H. Herbert-B. Sandy-F. Tice 65 

noses Rew Ser Kerasotes Bros., Springfield, IIL, to 1025 THE ROARING TWENTIES (WB) D J. Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 106 
Milwaukee, - 20. as s S. cele i aa EK 5; CREEPERS jeayv --R. 

Warner-First Nctional, as Vita-! improve the Senate, Springfield. __!' 11/1 __ JEEPERS CREEPERS (Rep) CD Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers 6s 
graph, Inc., took out a building per-| The LaRose, Roseville, Ill, opet-' 44 9 gg 118 BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY (Col) CP. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 
mit this week to erect a $40,000 film! ated by George Spicer, damaged by , **/ 12.27 STRANGER FROM TEXAS (Col) WC, Starrett-L. Gray-D. Curtis 54 
storage, exchange and office building | ¢r6 that started in projection booth. 10:11 NINOTCHKA (M-G) CD G. Garbo-M. Douglas-I. Claire Ml 
next door to the Fox exchange in the | The Savoy, 366-seater, one of the 1122 OVERLAND MAIL (Mono) W Jack Randall 57 
W. State-N. Eighth St. block where} ont chain in Princeton, Ky., be- 12:13 FIGHTING MEN (Mono) D J. Newill-S. Blane 
all the city’s film distribution ac-|** dis t] d 10/11 THE FLYING DEUCES (RKO) CS. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 65 
tivities are being centralized. — ~~ —— 1227 MARSHALL OF MESA CITY (RKO) W George O’Brien 61 

RKO's new $50,000 building in the| | Hayward Opera House, ale vink 126 HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE (20th) CD J. Rogers-R. Walburn-M.Rambeau 61 
film center is rapidly nearing com-| recently used as a roller-skating rin 11/1 LEGION OF LOST FLYERS (U) MR. Arlen-A. Nagel-A. Devine 63 
pletion and will be ready for oc-' and dance hall, destroyed by fire. 11/18 CALL A MESSENGER (U) M BB. Halop-H. Hall-M. Carlisle 64 
cupancy in about six weeks. It will 11/22 KID NIGHTINGALE (WB) C J. Payne-J. Wyman 58 
be an ultra modern structure stream- Goodstein’s 1,000-Seater ne ee ee — . . ieiceiniaimmneadieritinn iach ena ~_ 
lined throughout, and not a_ mere Denver, Dec. 26. | 44 /10, 39 118 REMEMBER? (M-G) DR. Taylor-G. Garson-L. Ayers 82 
warehouse; to serve as the model for! J. J. Goodstein will build a 1,000- ; 12 6 HEROES IN BLUE (Mono) DP OD. Purcell- B. Hayes 60 
approximately 30 other RKO new | seat, stadium-type house on East 11/1 CAT AND CANARY (Par) M_ B. Hope-Paulette Goddard-J. Beal 172 
exchanges to be built throughout the | Colfax next spring. Owning the en- 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER (Rep) ME. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin i2 
country in the next three or four!tire block, he wiil use the balance 11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING (RKO) D J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C., Sanders $8 
years. for parking. 11,8 DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK (20th) D  C. Colbert-H. Fonda-E, M. Oliver 103 

C. W. Hermes has reopened the 11/8 FIRST LOVE (U) RD D.Durbin-R. Stack a4 
WB Upstate N. Y. Huddle Bayfield, Bayfield, Colo. 118  #ONE HOUR TO LIVE (U) M —iD.« Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel 61 
Albany, N. Y.. Dec. 26. Nathan Salmon, Sante Fe, N. M., 104 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX (WB) DB. Davis-E. Flynn 106 

House managers from WB Albany, | operator, to the Mayo hospital, | ———— —— ~~ Bi ee Silons i ET Dos Pie ee 
Troy and Utica theatres gathered last | Rochester, Minn., for several weeks | ]] /]17,39 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RD M.Loy-W. Powell-C. A. Smith 101 
week for conference on 1940 pictures | treatments. . 11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mono) M  W.Lawson-S. Hale 58 
and policies with Moe Silver, New| F, A. Polich, assistant at the Or- RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mono) D No Cast 
York state manaser for Warner} pheum, resigned, succeeded by Phil 9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D D. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockwood $6 
houses, and Charles Smakwitz, east- | Douglass, chief of staff, which job | 11/22 TOWER OF LONDON ‘U) M B. Rathbone-B. Karloff 82 
ern district manager. Silver conduct-! was given to Leland Stewart. 11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER (Rep) > J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 63 
ed a similar meeting in Buffalo with| hos. Sutton, assistant at the Ta- | 10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) D = J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 
Ralph Crabill, western district man-| bor, named student salesman for | 11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (20th) C J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 64 
ager, and house bosses in Warner | 20th-Fox. and will start ot ~ 11/1 ON DRESS PARADE (WB) M Dead End Kids-J. Litel 62 

neatres west of Utica. James Faugh-|ties in Denver, then to Salt Lake, | ———————__—_—______ $$$ —— — ——_—_—-— = 
poo contact manager: Max Fried- | the west coast, to New York, and in| ]],/24 39 AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS (Col) Cc J. Blondell-M. Douglas 80 
man, head booker, and Joe Wein- | about a year is slated to go to South 11/22 SECRET OF DR. KILDARE (M-G) D L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 83 
stein, assistant booker, also made the | America for the Company. 12/20 ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL (Mono) Ww Tex Ritter 58 
trin to Buffalo. | Larry Paulson, 20th-Fox salesman, 11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) cD F. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 

Screencraft Pictures, Inc., char- | together with his family and some 11/22) THAT’S RIGHT, YOU’RE WRONG (RKO) MU K. Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Horton 91 
tered to conduct business in New|friends from Shanghai taking the 33/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (20th) cD T. Power-L. Darnell-W. William 7 
York, with Bernard H. Mills, of Al- | auto trip to Mexico City. 11/29 BIG GUY (U) D V.McLagien-J. Cooper 7 
bany, and Jacob S. Berkson, of Buff- Glenn Miller, —" a 11/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) D P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 112 

H state Republic fran-|Colo., theatre owner, leased the | — - : en "Po —— — i = A 1S LS 
a Gee eee directors.| Plaza, Denver grind, from Dave/|12‘1 39 12,6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) cD A. Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 
Berkson is related to Harry Berkson, Cockrill. CAFE HOSTESS (Col) CD C. Grant-R. Russell-R. Bellamy 

‘ GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA (Mono) w C. Reynolds-J. King rp | 
YUKON FLIGHT (Mono) D J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 
a a at la tia a aa susie aeaRNalaaRAtiinias ; 12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep) WR. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 57 
[TMM AAAI MONARO | 11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) CD _‘~P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young 85 
i i: 12 nd RENO (RKO) DR. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 73 
‘3 11/2 CITY IN DARKNESS (20th) M S. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 7 

i N \ ork ] heatres ii 10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (20th) $M _ G.Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers 90 

i gE 12/20 LAUGH IT OFF (U) Cc J. Downs-C,. Moore 64 

eee be snunnianmtannn senaeremmenmnnnmnee’ F 11/29. RETURN OF DR. X (WB) MH. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 60 

12 8/39 11/15 FUGITIVE AT LARGE (Col) M J. Holt-P. Ellis « 
Ji 19/18 ious ed THE WEST Ae Ww Bill Elliott 

of 2, 1ENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G CF. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee 

THERE’S A BETTER SHOW AT THE LUCKY TEXAN (Mono) W John Wayne 

a THE LLANO KID (Par) WT. Guizar-A. Dunn-A. Mowbray 69 

“ TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) D J. Lydon-J, Kerrivan 
12/13 BARRICADE (20th) CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 170 
MAN FROM MONTREAL (U) DR. Arien-A, Devine 
12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WB) M J. Wyman-D. Foran 87 
12/15/39 12/13 NICK CARTER, DETECTIVE (M-G) M W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull 
. T'TE SECRET FOUR (Mono) D  F.Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
ne ea & si ¥ nr & x WESTBOUND STAGE (Mono) W Tex Ritter 
‘ 11/22 ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS (Par) RD J. Allen, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 
12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 
12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) PD  S.Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
11/22. MISSING EVIDENCE (U) M P. Foster-I. Hervey 64 
THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) D M. Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 
12 22.39 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col) CD C.Grant-R. Russell 
sii 12/13 JUDGE HARDY AND SON (M-G) CD L. Stone-M. Reoney-C. Parker 88 
GONE WITH | | 12/20 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS (Par) CD Cartoon 75 
| MONEY TO BURN (Rep) CD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 60 
THE WIND 12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) DS. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings 76 
| 12/20 CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) M €E, Bergen-R. Cummings 78 

While these engagements are limited, GWTw Our ” 11/22 FOUR WIVES (WB) RD Lane-Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert 119 

SS a ee ee ~ _ SLIGHTLY HONORABLE (UA) CD R.Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold = 

ASTOR Se *s St me Wa es 12/29, 39 12/20 BALALAIKA (M-G) MU _ON«. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 

B'way & 45th Hol.) 75e te $1.10, EVES: SEQUEL TO ; 11/29. GREAT VICTOR HERBERT (Par) MU  M. Martin-A. Jones-W. Connolly 5&4 

All seats reserved $1.10-$2.20, 12/13 THOU SHALT NOT KILL (Rep) D  C.Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day 

. 12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) Ws iR.z. Rogers-G. Hayes-D. Barry 63 

Cie eee 12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) D_ C. Laughton-M. O'Hara 115 

Sree & Bitt peanentation hoot 01 0 0. 11/29 CISCO KID AND LADY (20th) RD  C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 73 

Doors Open 10:30 PRICES: Before 5 P.M. (3 His Orchestra and 12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) Ww M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M, Auer 90 

Cont. Perform- P.M. Sat., Sun. & Hol.) ) an 8-Star Revue! Mi INVISIBLE STRIPES (WB) M G. Raft-J. Bryan ;: 

“tan wa tes Ona TAM, 12/20 RAFFLES (UA) CD _D. Niven-A, de Havilland-D. Digges 70 _ 

P.M. Sat., Sun. & Hol STRAND °: 25 sion. to Fri. 1/5/40 TWO-FISTED RANGERS (Col) WC. Starrett-I. Meredith 
Shes, “5 uae hg ong B’way & 47-Opens 8:30 a.m.-Late Film 12:15 a.m. THE EARL OF CHICAGO (M-G) Cc R. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 
“ EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD W.Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 
arenas tn pr eren HELD OVER LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) Ww G. O’Brien-V. Vale 
‘“ ’ JIMMY SAVO 12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD Dz. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson §5 
” GULLIVER § FRAMED (U) Cc C. Moore-F. Albertson-R. Armstrong 
The LIGHT MERRY MACS A CHILD IS BCRN (WB) RDG. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn _- 
TRAVELS” bd 1/12/40 CONGO MAISIE (M-G) CA. Sothern-J. Carroll-R. Johnson 
THAT FAILED GLENN GRAY aia DANGER AHEAD (Mono) MJ. Newill 
. : engage 11/22. GERONIMO (Par) W sOPP«. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 89 

UNITED RIVOLI Broadway ||“ Paramount Pictur. | AND HIS ORC. 12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD iL. Velez-D. Woods-L. Errol 67 

ARTISTS at 49th Bt ee HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) W _ Rz Livingston-R. Hatton-P. L. Parsons 

Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS Pe A R A M Oo U N 4 TIMES CITY OF CHANCE (20th) M _séEL“C’. Barri-C.. Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 

SQUARE INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M V. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutton 
pres wae a sient BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) Cc J. Bryan-P. Lane 
1/19/40 MesiC IN MY HEART (Col) MT. Martin-R. Hayworth-E, Fellows 
oy? MUSIC HALL Thurs., Deo, 28 ate SHOP AROUND CORNER (M-G) CDM. Sullavan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 
Mepis ; James Stewart UNTITLED (Mono) M_ Boris Karloff 
STARTS DEC, 30 Last Times Wed. Jean Arthur UNTIT 
Louella Parsons “MR. SMITH NTITLED (Mono) M Frankie Darro al 
“HUNCHBACK and Her Hollywood | GOES to WASH.” REMEMBER THE NIGHT (Par) RD iB. Stanwyck-F. MacMurray-B. Bon 
Stars of 1940 MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD A. Marshall-B. Read-P. Knowles 
OF NOTRE DAME” he annie i rom HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (20th) C J, MeCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 
“THE CAT AND! Benny Fieldg wesT OF CARSON CITY (U) Ww J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 
Spectacular Stage Productions THE CANARY” Others REBECCA (UA) M LL. Olivier-J. Fontaine-J. Anderson 
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) MM. Lindsay-B. Karloff 
4. ahs jets iat Prac 7 raf & ie "e pans =~ . 
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L “How’m I | Pn 


doin’, Doc?” 














“You've never 
been in better 
shape, Leo!” 
























CAN M-G-M KEEP UP 











THAT SIZZLING PACE? 


| While “JUDGE HARDY & SON” a 
“BALALAIKA” are in the holiday saaune 


here are two more M-G-M hits just previewed: 


PREVIEW! “EARL OF CHICAGO” SENSATIONAL! 


Terrific enthusiasm greeted surprise preview in Los Angeles of Robert Montgomery’s new 
| picture “Earl of Chicago.” Performance rated of Academy Award calibre. This is the first 
American production from Victor Saville of “Citadel” and “Mr. Chips” fame. 


PREVIEW! “SHOP AROUND THE CORNER’ GRAND! 


Ernst Lubitsch fresh from “Ninotchka” triumph clicks again in heart-warming entertainment 
| with tenderest romance the screen has ever seen. Great cast! Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, 
Frank Morgan and others. The preview audience raved! Another Topnotchka hit! 


HELLO 1940! LEO IS HOT! 
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einies German Band, WIMJ 





Coin-Getter, Draws Polish Ire; 


May Be Re-Named Liberty Band 


——_—___ + 


Milwaukee, Dec. 26 


Tli4h, and | 


ith the city’s population 
also that of much of the surroundins 
territory largely of German descent. | 
one of WTMJ's most popular daily 
shows for a number of years ha 
been His 
with a band program of German mu- 
sic. With its German dialect com- 
edy and many spot announcements, | 
the program has been the station's 
most profitable program. However, 
Milwaukee's largest 
ality group is Polish, and, with the 
this _is 
largely responsible for a number of 
squawks reaching the station against 
the broadcasting of the German pro- 
grams. These attacks say WTMJ 
isn’t ‘neutral.’ 

The usual Christmas party spon- 
sored and participated in by Heinie 


Heinie and Grenadiers 


second nation- 


war in Europe continuing, 





Nicer Now 


Fdward Klauber tossed a cock- 
tail party for the CBS execs last 
Thursday (21). During the event 
the network’s executive v.p. re- 
marked: 

‘It’s nice to have you all gath- 
ered here. The last time I 
brought you together was in 1934 
to announce a cut in your sal- 
aries.’ 


SCHENECTADY 
— DRAWS 23RD 
~ WOULD-BE 


— 











. | 
band, held annually to capacity | 
crowds in the Auditorium for a 
number of years for charity, was 


called off this year. However, when 
the band put on a special program 
in observance of the birthday of iis 
clarinetist, Alex Mayr, who also 
plays in the nationally famous Blatz 
Post, American Legion band. Le- 
gionaires packed the studio for the 
broadcast and there was so much 
waving of the American flag that 
there is now talk of renaming 
Heinie’s Grenadiers ‘the Liberty 


Band.’ 





Diplomats’ Kids in D. C. 
Washington, Dec. 26. 

Prevented by the war abroad from 
wishing the children of the world 
their usual Merry Christmas, ap- 
proximately 40 children--sons and 
daughters of foreign diplomats sta- 
tioned in Washington — appeared 
Wednesday (20) on annual In- 
ternational Children’s Party broad- 


tha 
tné 


cast of NBC. From the crowded 
stage at the Washington Hoicl. 
youngsters from the ‘liquidated’ 
countries of Poland and Czech 


slovakia, and from war-torn Fin- 
land, tweaked the heart-strings of 
their audience with grave explana- 
tions of ‘sad Christmases’ and ‘try- 
ing times’ for their own small c 
patriots. 


Air of pathos hung over moppe‘s 
as, dressed in colorful native cos- 
tumes, they piped their greetings via 
shortwave to all parts of the world 
Possibility of unpleasant diplom 
episodes, however, was avoided when 
aggressor nations sent ‘regrets’ that 
their children would not be present 
this year. 

Principal applause went to the 
daughter of Risto Solanko, secretary 
of the Finnish Legation, and to the 
13-year-old son of Witold 
kewiez, counselor and Charge 
d’Affaires of the Polish Embassy. 
Young Wankowicz declared that ‘I 
would like to say Merry Christmas 
to the children of Poland, but I can- 
not do so, as it will be a sad Christ- 
mas for them.’ Explained that ‘The/r 
eouniry is not free, their homes have 
been destroyed, many of them are 
orphans, and they will have little to 
eat...But we pray with them 1 
Poland may be restored and that 
Christmas shall again become a day 
of rejoicing, not only for them but 
also for so many other suffering 
children throughout the world.’ 

Jittery NBC officials, who 
weeks have dreaded the annual 
fair, escaped with but-few mistakes 
in protocol. Some squawks from 
frosty mothers over the order of 
precedence in which their tots ap- 
peared 
were expected. 


Ida Bailey Allen Broke 


Ida Bailey Allen (Chapman), radio 
household hints expert, filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday), 
listing liabilities of $11,527 and assets 
of $7,500, all of the latter being insur- 
ance policies. 

Miss Allen declares .that she has 
been earning only $1,500 yearly for 
the past-two years. Among ereditors 
are B. Williams, $1,000 for services: 
Edward Peyton Harris, RKO Bldg.., 
N. Y., $300 for services; Charles 


Ail 


for 
af 
ai 





Wan- | 


in the program, but these | 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 26. 

Mid-Hudson Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
chartered last spring by WOKO em- 
ployees for the purpose of operating 
a station in Kingston, N. Y., has 
changed its location to corner of 
Washington and Iroquois streets in 
Scotia, suburb of Schenectady. 
Papers to this effect have been filed 
with the Secretary of State by Sam- 
uel Jacobs, Albany. 

Duell Richardson, assistant man- 
ager of WOKO, and Forrest Willis, 
announcer - pianist - commentator at 
station, were among the directors 
when company was incorporated. 

Two other petitions now pend be- 
fore the FCC for Schenectady (home 
of WGY) stations. Troy, nearby, 
also has a new one authorized. 


Syracuse Petitioner Appeals 
Syracuse, Dec. 26. 

Sentinel Broadcasting Corp., un- 
successful so far in efforts to obtain 
a license to operate in Syracuse, 
where WSYR and WFBL have been 
blanketing the field, has filed notice 
of appeal from the F.C.C. rejection 
of its application for a rehearing of 
the case, 

Notice of the new move has been 
arved on. T. 


Sherman Marshall, 
president of Civie Broadcasting 
Corp., which has been granted a 


license as WOLF. Civic opposed the 
re-hearing application in the scram- 
ble for third-station permission here. 


No date has been set yet for the 
hearing before the circuit court of 


appeals in Washington, D. C. 





RADIO CITY TOO SMALL 


NBC Has to Hire a Hall or Two Out- 
side Its Home Plant 
Spotting of two new radio shows 
in the east forced National Broad- 
casting Co. last week to hire outside 
auditorium space. 
America,’ DuPont program, opening 
tomorrow (Thursday) night, goes 
into the Ritz theatre on West 48th 





Street. 
NBC also engaged the Barbizon 
Concert Hall, with about 600-r>-at 


capacity, for “The Aldrich Family,’ 
which starts in the east, Jan. 2. 


Lorillard Demand for Spot D 
_ Tmpedes Reps Christmas Hilarity 





‘Cavalcade of! 


. » ad . 
Dolphe Martin Will Train 
, . " . - | . 
50-Voice Juvenile Choir 
Dolphe Martin, leader-composer 
who recently returned from Paris, is 
organizing a juvenile choir of 50 
voices out of the talent on Bob 
Emery’s ‘Rainbow House’ Sunday 
morning show on WOR, N. Y. 
Believes it can be sold commer- 
cially. 


J. L. BOOTH, 32, 


| Detroit, Dec. 26. 

Acquisition of WMBC here by 
‘John Lord Booth, 32, scion of the 
Booth Newspapers family, is ex- 


pected to result in numerous changes | 


in policy at the indie _ station. 
Booth’s efforts to gain control of 
WMBC, reported in Vaniery several 
. Were finally crowned by 
‘he Federal Communications Com- 


nission last week. 
Son of the former U. S. minister to 
Denmark laid out $125,000 for 1,642 


shares of WMBC's stock, representing 
62° of the capital stock. The shares 
were owned by E. J. Hunt, who's re- 
tiring because of illness. 
some time has been a minority siock- 
‘holder in WJBK here, 
'skedded to join the new Transconti- 
nenial network Jan. .2. 

Assuming control of WMBC on 
Jan. 2, Booth will become president 
and general manager of station. He 
says he plans to retain the present 
staff, headed by Hy Steed, who’s been 
station 
but several shifts in capacities of 
present staff are expected. A 200- 
foot tower atop the Boulevard build- 
ing, in basement of which 
located, will transmit the new night 
power of 250 watts (until FCC’s ap- 
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Fan Letter Blasts Philly 


= 





from all the local stations night 
Johnny’ without end. 





BUYS WMBC, DET. 
| 





A long-suffering Philly radio listener sent the 
Evening Ledger Sat. (23) as a commentary on 
‘I have lived in four of the biggest cities on 
but I have never heard worse radio programs 


‘I see by the papers that decent radio programs are still produced 
and can even be heard in other cities. 
tried for weeks to get the New York Philharmonic Orchestra on Sun- 
day afternoons, but found out it didn’t come over any Philadelphia 
station until last week, football taking precedence, 

‘I am nightly driven to desperation and further by the same old 
records, interspersed at about one-minute intervals with plugs for 
cloihes, 25-cent lunches, installment plan dental work, all of which I 
know by heart by now, and consequently wouldn’t get a new suit or 
get my teeth fixed if they fell apart or out. 


Philadelphia, Dec, 26. 

foliowing letter to the 
the local radio scene: 
the Eastern seaboard 
than those that issue 
after night .. . ‘Oh, Johnny, Oh, 


But you can't hear 'em here. I 


There's a limit.’ 
Ear to the Ground. 


(Signed) 





Studebaker Report Has 





Booth for | 


which is} 


manager for several years, | 


, arbitrary requirements cannot be im- | 


station is | posed, was silent on the idea of set- | 


proval last week station had only 
100 watts at night). Booth, a former | 
newspaper advertising salesman, 


plans to devote full time to radio. 
There is no indication that he in- 
tends to alter siation’s present setup 
of foreign-language programs. 


Marjorie Lawrence, Met, 
Not a Milwaukee Name; 


WTMJ Subs Local Yodeler 


Milwaukee, Dec. 26. 


WTMJ broke a habit of years’ 
standing in not carrying the NBC 
Christmas program which. tradi- 
tionally starts with ‘Silent Night’ 


and winds up with the tolling of the 
chimes of New York’s. Trinity 
Church at the stroke of midnight. 
WTMJ got into the habit originally 
when the song was sung. by 
Ernestine Schuman-Heink, 
name in this German city. 

Although heretofore making much 
of the program in Milwaukee Jour- 
nal publicity WTMJ this year de- 
cided that Marjorie Lawrence of the 


Metropolitan opera was not well 
fenough known in Milwaukee and 
that, in any event, the Trinity 


chimes rang out when it was only 11 
p.m. in Milwaukee. 

Instead WTMJ went to a 
Lutheran church for Christmas eve 
candle light services and ‘Silent 
Night’ rendered by a home town so- 
prano better known than the Met 
lady. 





Bill Shomette new voice at KMAC, 


San Antonio, 


ala 





Lorillard’s idea of a cops ’n’ rob- 
bers show for Union Leader over an 
| NBC hookup has been put on ice 
; until the account sees what might be 


| done in plugging the tobacco by way | 


,Of spot broadcasting. The alternate 
| campaign would be local live pro- 
,8rams on the basis of two quarter- 
| hours a week, 

The tobacco company’s decision 
| to take a look at the possibility of 
spot was a sudden one. It came last 
| Friday (22), and instead of the usual 
| pre-Christmas office parties the 
| Staffs of the various station reps 
; were kept busy that day checking on 


availabilities and compiling data that | 


ithe agency on the account, Lennen 


Premmar, 1,030 Park avenue, wigeed Mitchell, said it had to have on 
h 


on a loan. 


xand by Tuesday noon (yesterday). 


time she had een on the air in ni 


| 
+ | 
Ted Collins Misses First 
Broadcast in Nine Years in younger generation. 


| them ‘Fanaticos de Jazz’ down there, 


Kate Smith on her 


| broadcast over CBS last Friday night | 
istepped in 


Grapenuts 


the absence of Ted Collins. Latter | 
_ Was home abed with a heavy cold 
but was listening in, 


Singer explained this was the fir 


years without her manager-producer | 
present, 


| paign to get 


Some Industry Praise 


But Little That’s New 


Washington, Dec. 26. 


Confidence that joint effort will 
bring about fullest utilization of 


radio’s educational possibilities was | 
expressed last week in the report of | 


four years of mulling and experi- 
menting by the Federal Radio Edu- 
cation Commission, 
tween numerous gencralizations, the 
only other noteworthy point was a 


Asking more questions than were 


said that he is convinced the indus- 
try, the educators, and the govern- 
ment are on the right road in trying 
to exploit radio through cooperative 
means. He indicated a feeling that 


ting aside any fixed proportion of 
broadcasting facilities for pedagogs’ 
use, and conceded that advertising 
revenue is imperative to keep the 
industry going. 

To this extent, the 
highly gratifying to 
servers, although they felt 
ally that it was a relative 
portant document. 

A plan fo carry on vigorous cam- 


report 
industry 


was 
ob- 
Rener- 


unim- 


stations to use recorded 
educational 
features, 


programs as 


was revealed in the report. 


“rin? 
sC! ) 


With a 


clearing house already oper- 


ating on a broad scale, Studebaker 
Said the Federal Government in- 
i}tends to wax some of the more 
worth-while pieces and make them 


a great 


local | 


available gratis to stations which will 
play ball 
Interior 


series ‘Americans All—Immigrants 
All,” financed by a special grant 
from the Carnegie Foundation, So 


far, 1,008 programs in the series have 
been distributed by the Script Ex- 
change, report said. 

The Script Exchange 
oped into a substantial 
Studebaker said. Clearing program 
ideas, it distributed 210,427 up to 
June 30, 1939, the buik to educational 
and civic groups planning programs 
and instructors and radio workshops 
in colleges and universities. There 
are 5,000 subscribers, although but 
354 have actually aired programs. 


‘FANATICOS DE JAZ2’ 


has devel- 


activity, 





That’s Chilean for Jitterbugs—Femme 


| 


| for 
| Grace & Co., owners of the station. 
| Only 
| Latin 
|equipment for coming power boost to 


|plane in fresh weekly batches. 


|sult is development of ‘jeeterbogs” 


| prises—Grace Line, 


At the Kated offices in N. Y. Tues- regular 


Radie Exec in N. Y. 


Blanca Anthes de Bombal, man- 
ager of Radio Chileana, 





Santiago, 


|Chile, arrived in New York last week 


confabs with execs of W. R. 
femme 
America, 


station manager in 
she will buy new} 


5,000 watts. The station is now RCA- 
powered at one kilowatt. 

Senora de Bombal also will study 
presentation and advertisjng techni- 
que. Programs now feature Yank 
swing platters brought down by 
Re- 


, she says. | 


Commercials at Radio Chileana are | 


immediately following | restricted to plugs for Grace enter- | 
i] 
Andre Baruch’s sign-on to explain 


Panagra Air-| 


| lines, ete. 


Propaganda battle on Latin Amer- 


»|ica airlines still going full blast, 
|Senora de Bombal reports. 


st | still ahead but Britain gaining since | Thursday (28) to open a radio agen- 
ne recent wattage increase. 


Germany 


American reception just middling, 
she says. Too undependable for 
re - broadcasts but good 


cay morning it was said Ted Collins! neighbors enjoy our programs when 


was expected on the job momen-|they do come in. 


tarily. 


She'll be in New 


| York about a month. 


| report had 
| answered, Dr. John W. Studebaker, | 
the Federal Education Commissioner, | 


sustaining | 
initiated in recent months, | 


Start was made with the} 
Department | 


They. call | 


—————. 


CONCERT STARS 


BOOKED QUICK 
ON WGN 


| 
| Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Sandwiched be- | 


WGN’'s sudden scheduling during 
; the holiday period of a series of 


| high-priced concert artists has caused 
pat on the back for the N.A.B. code. | 


much speculation in the trade. One 
it that Col. Robert R. 
McCormick decided of this way of 
disposing of the station's surplus 
profits for 1939 rather than paying 
it in taxes to the Government. WGN 
denied the report. 

The bookings were patently of the 
last-minute stripe, so much so that 
there was little opportunity to get 
out much advance publicity on Grace 
Moore’s appearance Christmas night 
(25). Jan Kiepura is set for tomor- 
row night (Thursday), while Allan 
Jones will head a list of name gues- 
tees in a special program New Year's 
Eve (31). 


NBC Breakfast Club May 
Be Locally Sold by Web 
Affiliates After Jan. 1 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Starting with the first of the year 


| the ‘NBC Breakfast Club’ shows will 


be offered for local sponsorship by 
the various NBC blue stations. NBC 
will charge the stations one-quarter 
of the station's gross evening rate, 
with the station privileged to sell the 
programs in 15-minute packages, 
Show will retain its 60-minute run, 
however, with the present talent set- 
up including Don MeNeill, Jack 
Baker, Evelyn Lynne, Nancy Martin, 
the Cadets, Morin Sisters, Vagabonds, 
Escorts and Betty, Three Romeéos, 
Dinning Sisters and orchestra umder 
direction of Walter Blaufuss. 








‘POWELL, BRICE HEAD 


SAMPLE JAVA PROGRAM 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Another wax of a half hour show 
has been shipped east for inspection 
by General Foods and Benton & 
Bowles as possible replacement of 
eurrent hour ‘Good News’ setup for 
Maxwell House. Dick Powell and 
Fanny Brice in her ‘Snooks’ turn 
dominate the prospective program, 
with Hanley Stafford continuing as 
Miss Brice’s feeder. Meredith Will- 
son conducted the music. ; 

Understood trim to a half hour 
will occur late next month. 


WIP on Mutual Jan. 1 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

WIP will take ten shows a week 
from the Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem starting Jan. 1. This makes the 
second outlet MBS will have here. 
The major portion of the network's 
shows is aired via WFIL. 

WIP will get the overflow, pro- 
frams that WFIL cannot clear. 


Dolan’s N. Y. Pitch 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Ken Dolan goes to New York 











cy for Dolan & Doane. He'll remain 
there for several months. 

Shirley Ross (Mrs. Dolan) starts 
rehearsals after first of the year for 
Dwight Wiman’s ‘Nice Work, 10 
which she is to share starring wiU 
two others not yet selected. 
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NEW WEB 


N.Y. Guest Booking Almost Nil 








With the advent of 1940 there t remains but one variety show eman- 
ating out of New York on NBC or Ceclumbia which reguiarly program 
by program makes use of guest names from the entertainment world. 
That lone program is the Vitalis-George Jessel event on the NBC-red 
Friday nights. This narrowing down has made it tough for booking 
agents who used to look forward to such weekly spots for no small 
share of their income. 

Kate Smith still uses guests but her tieup with the Group Theatre 
makes the line of importation erratic. With the Fred Allen show the 
penciling of name guests is even less regular. Booking agents felt the 
blow hardest on this score last October when the Rudy Vallee show, 
the original major user of guestees, folded. 


Boake Carter on Transcontinental 








Sponsored by lita Raita Nias Account—| uled to begin operations on Jan. 2 


Will Drop Wax Series 


+ 


| 

Boake Carter, out of network Obol Sc : ilm 
broadcasting for almost a year and al er ripts Fi 
half, is scheduled to return five times | 
a week with the start of the new 
Transcontinental web next week (2). 
He'll be sponsored by Dr. Lyons 
Toothpowder via Blackett-Sample-| 
Hummert at 7:45 p.m., his old Philco | 
time. 

In line with the code of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
the spieler will avoid controversial 
comment, sticking pretty much to) 
straight reporting with some back- 
ground interpretation carefully bal- | 


anced to avoid taking sides. Blackett- | 

Sample-Hummert, agency on the ac-| 

count, is understood to hold veto| 

power on the copy. Broadcasts wi 

yriginate from WMCA, New Bog 

with Carter moving over from his} 

home in Philadelphia to handle 

them. | 
Carter, since last September, has! 

been airing via discs which are air- | 








Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Arch Oboler, NBC producer, has 
turned scenarist and checks in at 
Metro to adapt Francois Croisset’s 
‘A Woman’s Face’ as a starrer for 
Joan Crawford. 

He continues with his radio plays 
and gets time off to go to New York 
|for airing of ‘Johnny Got His Gun’ 
| with James Cagney. 

















holiday in Fort Worth, took a train, 
|with the idea of planing in from 
| some northern point. 


RAD I 0 VARIETY 23 


AT DEADLINE 


“TRADE ANT Vocal School Wins Award of $3,000 
(NN PERFORMANCE On Boy Tenor Working 1 in | Radio 

















THOMPSON WINS ACCT. Verdict of $3,000 against Patsy 
Vagueness Still Prevails as oie | Marchese, youthful tenor, who has 
*sp- Agency Sells Autry Show to Wrigley been appearing on various New York 
Transcontinental Is Within Gum indie stations, was awarded the An- 
Week of Start — Behind- ——- thony Scotti Studios last week fol- 
Chicago, Dec. 26. lowing trial of the breach of contract 
the-Scenes Stuff Reported Gene Autry has been set for the| action before Justice E. R. Koch in 
—-—--- | Wrigley program, replacing the cur-| the N. Y. supreme court. Scotti, who 
!rent Jesse Lasky ‘Gateway to Holly-| had sued for $10,000, charged that 
A. T. & T. ANGLE | wood’ show, which quits on Sunday | under a contract he made with the 
—_—— | (31). New program starts on Jan.7,} boy’s father several years ago he 
| with Autry to be used in a semi- | was to share in the singer’s income 
Trade attention between the holi-| dramatic show which has not ra bao he was 21 year old. Marchese 
days is directed at Elliott Roose-| been completely decided upon. Show | is usually billed as the ‘boy Caruso.’ 
1s new wel Although sched- continues on Columbia, same time. | During the trial Nick Kenny, N. Y. 
adorn ™ _ 6 ; With the shift to the Autry set-up,| Mirror columnist, was named as a 
that particular slice of Wrigley busi- | once frequent booker of the boy tenor 
the course of the organizers of the| ness is taken over by the J. Walter} on his (Kenny’s) various programs. 
proposed Transcontinental Broad-| Thompson agency, which first came| Justice Koch reserved decision on a 
casting System became further up with the Autry program idea. motion to set aside the verdict. 


; Show will originate on the Coast 
blurred by rumors and behind-the-| 4nq is set for a 13-week gallop for 


scene manouvers during the past| the starting contract. 
week. One report had it that Elliott Danker Flying In 
Roosevelt resigned as TBS president Danny Danker, Coast head of e 9 
following his inability, after re-| JWT, flies to Chicago Tuesday for 
peated pressure from the H. J. Bren-| signaturing of contracts. Audition 9 
nan interests in the organization, to| program, which clinched the Wrig- 
put up a required additional $100,-|ley deal, was produced by Paul 
000, but this was denied by Roose-|Rickenbacher and Bob Brewster, 
with Brennan, who owns WJAS and | Wen Niles announced. | YARN 
KQV, Pittsburgh, and the Sentnee Half hour program is a mixture of | 
yesterday (Tuesday) but he was un- |songs by Autry and dramatics. | conan 
to New York o ‘ha | ‘ 
vessel Pe ae ee ae | Pepsodent will go on with ‘Mr 


velt in Fort Worth on Christmas Day | from the script of Carroll Carroll, 

grounded passenger planes. Anablener | District Attorney,’ even though it 
he and Jack Adams, chairman of the 

TBS, who was also spending the 




















(25). Roosevelt was slated to meet|Lyn McManus and Eddie Helwick. 
Vad put in a cancellation with NBC 


be gern before last. The latest 13- 
extension becomes effective 


ire "14. 
Account had previously decided to 
_ it quits for Pepsodent after a run 


41 weeks on the ground that its 





The uncertain situation also re- 
flected itself with the prospective 


ret v1: “i ‘ Soa budget did not allow for both 
mailed to stations throughout the} James S. Adams, rated as one of Senen. Sean oe She new netweEe. | 


country for local sponsorship. This | the most important cogs in the Ben- 
service will be discontinued on Jan. | |}ton & Bowles machine, has quit 
26. He had, at the top, 31 clients for! the agency to become executive vice- 
the platters and at the moment has) president of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 
about 25. It is understood the scheme | It’s a newly created post which puts 
develope d many unseen headaches,} him secend in command to President 
as it was found that radio listeners | E. H. Little. With B&B Adams held 
were unwilling to accept comment) the titles of v.p., secretary treasurer 
48 to 72 hours old, as they are in|and general manager, 
newspaper columns. Timeliness was Theodore L. Bates, B&B v.p., as- 
jiscovered to be much more impor-| sociated with Adams as executive on 
tant on the air than in the dailies,|; the C-P-P account moves up as 
where there is a front page to turn; No. 1 contact 
to for spot news before reading the 
columnists. Vagaries of local spon- 
sorship were also found a headache. 
Figures Helped news editor (B. C, 
Although Carter was last heard on! der), in Miami 
the networks in Sept., 1938, survey | game. 
of favorite radio commentators in 
the January issue of Fortune places 


and the soap company. 


handles news mike. 


Erle Smith, KMBC. Kansas City, | 


Headache Pow- | velt’s group on the financing of the | joins a temporary and extempora- | 
for Orange Bowl | preject. 


In his absence John Farmer | | still named as figuring importantly | Coast especially for the charity 


They had been advised that there Bob Hope and the cops ’n’ robbers 
would be a minimum of 20 hours of Westinghouse is the latest to buy | serial. The reversal came when the 
TBS commercials for the start and| an evening half hour on the NBC | account saw ‘Mr. D. A.’s’ latest C.A.B. 
they now find that the most that the| blue network. It’s the Thursday 8} and Hooper ratings. Lord & Thomas 
organization can deliver on Jan. 2,| to 8:30 period. There will be 80- -odd | is the agency. 

the scheduled starting date, is 16%, | stations in the hookup. | In the meantime the show had 
hours. Many of the prospective af- Show will be set within the next || een submitted to a number of other 
filiates hesitate dropping some of|few days and will start sometime | agencies, 

their more choice local customers| January. Fuller, Smith & Ross o4 

until they feel sure that the income | the agency. Entry of Westinghous ” 
from TBS will put them on the will mean the shifting of the Thurs- ‘KOA FEEDS RECIONAL 
credit side of the ledger. | day inning of ‘The Green Hornet’ 


j 
Brennan, whose stations are af-| (sustaining) to some other. spot. 











between the agency | filiates with CBS, is secretary-| es COMMERCIAL T0 I] 


treasurer of TBS, and, according to| KCMO, Kansas City, will carry 
reports, Brennan’s faction has been | the East-West Shrine football game 


: Denver, Dec. 26. 
at frequent loggerheads with Roose-|from San Francisco Jan. 1. Station 


KOA debuts its first regional com- 
| mercial, Chamberlain Laboratories, 
| Jan. 7. The show running a half 
| hour will be fed by KOA to 11 out- 
| lets in the Rocky Mountain area 


Among the banking firms|neous network lined up Coast to 


(Continued on page 46) | game. 








him fifth, He is topped by Lowell | —oO——_"_ 


on i care em na De Sen A EN ER an =| KOA’s 15-piece orchestra will be 











Thomas, 24.8%; H. V. Kaltenborn, 


part of the show. 





20.8; Ed. Hill, 9.3, and Winchell, 6.8°%. 
Carter’s score is 6%. Raymond Gram 
Swing is listed at 3.8 and Elmer 
Davis at 3.5, with the remainder of 
the airers also-rans. In a coincident 
survey by Fortune of most widely- 
read newspaper columns, Carter 
ranks third, only Winchell and Dero- 
thy Thompson preceding him. These 
figures are said to have played an 
important part in B-S-H bringing 
him back to the ether. 

Carter’s last sponsor was General 
Foods. They bankrolled him for six 
months, following his five-year 
Stretch for Phileo. Gabber's stren 
uous side-taking ran him into dif- 
ficulties which were a factor in his 
losing seetaietendaittni 


th AN 





Holcomb Pilots Penner 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Larry Holcomb of Sherman K. 
Bilis agency has taken over produc- 
tion of the Joe Penner program for 
Ward Baking following withdrawal 
of Glen Heisch. 

Latter returns to full time duty as 
KFI-KECA program director. 








EARL EBI TO CHICAGO 
Detroit, Dec. 26. 
Earl Ebi, actor and producer at 
WWJ has joined NBC in Chicago as 
&® producer, 
, Will work under Wynn Wright, 
‘ormer program director at WWJ, 
who’s now production chief at NBC, 


Copy May B 


NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





LAST CALL! 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Occasion will be celebrated by a 
special pore in the KOA studios 


Jimmy Saphier Quilting 
MCA’s Air Department 


Jimmy Saphier has resigned from 
the radio department of Music Corp 
of America, effective Jan. 15 He 

vas with the org about nine months, 
N having been in on the ‘Pot O’ Gold’ 
ile 

He'll go west in about x weeks 
and reopen his’ Hollywood ; 
agentry biz. 


Strotz Gets a V.-P. 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
Sidney Strotz, who has been in 
charge of the NBC Central division 
for the past year, has been elected 


of 


ARIETY 


Special Exploitation Advantages |: :?.°°:0: 


Strotz took over the chieftaincy of 
the NBC midwest office last year to 
replace Niles Trammell who went to 
New York as executive v.p. 


Gale Page with Boyer 
Hollywood, Dee, 25. 
Charles Boyer will have Gale Page 
. m in support when he returns to Wood- 
V bury Playhouse Jan. 3. As femme 
e Sent to Any ariety Office ‘lead of the series with Jim Ameche, 
whom Boyer’s return replaces, she 


HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON has : l Be or all age curt on her = 
ie trac eal with Ameche was settled. 
1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin 8 Pl. Un Petal y the hunatin fens duo 


will be reunited during the summe: 








Chie ‘ABO. 


lavoft of Bover 
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MILWAUKEE: A SHOW BIZ GAG 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 





Milwaukee, Dec. 26. 


‘What’s the worst week in show business?’ the theatrical 
wags used to ask. The answer was ‘the week before Christ- 
mas or Milwaukee.’ Of course the same gag has been told 
on Memphis and one or two other burgs that had fish-hooks 
jn their pockets when it came to buying or sat on their hands 
when it came to applauding. The point is that Milwaukee 
cai: stare down a buffalo nickel, never wearies of the leg- 
work necessary in bargain-hunting, is slow to behave emo- 
tionally. All of which should suggest that Milwaukee ought 
to be an ideal dog town for radio programs and campaigns. 
If Milwaukee goes for it it should be something. Because 
Milwaukee goes hard. 

Radio has performed its sales job admirably here. FCC 
records for 1937 (last available) show that, all things con- 
sidered, national spot and local business were good. Net- 
work business, on the other hand, was anemic, indicating 
that some time-buyers think they can cover Milwaukee from 
Chicago, and also indicating that the Milwaukee stations 
have not done much in sales promotion. 


That old bugaboo of Milwaukee radio—i.e., Chicago station 
overlap—is by now pretty well broken down. They are a 
good two hour train ride apart and the population makeup 
of the two cities is entirely different sociologically, as well 
as in purchasing habits. Finally, all talk of overlapping cov- 
erage between Milwaukee and Chicago could just as well be 
applied in dozens of other instances where that problem is 
never thought of. 


That Milwaukee in the past has been the victim of a situ- 
ation from which other cities escaped is perhaps due, to some 
extent, to Chicago’s self-praise and Milwaukee’s habitual, 
dour silence. Perhaps, too, Chicago’s wattage had plenty to 
do with the matter. At any rate, time buyers might well ask 
themselves why they believe that Chicago can influence Mil- 
waukee when they don't believe, as a rule, that Baltimore 
can influence Washington, D. C. (which is much closer to 
Baltimore than Milwaukee is to Chicago). Meantime the 
Milwaukee stations can well ask their parent newspapers 
why, in view of a ticklish situation just coming to a close, 
the papers persist in listing Chicago stations atop their radio 
logs. 

Getting away from a coverage discussion—which is not the 
object of these articles anyhow—again brings up the matter 
of Milwaukee population. Largely composed of German and 
Central European origin, it specializes in a ‘gemuetlich’ type 
of living—i.e., a contented, conservative, and yet mildly 
jovial existence. Because of the big emphasis on family and 
fraternal life, plus the innate dislike of this type of popu- 
lation to spend money on a binge, Milwaukee is an atrocity 
@s a theatre city. That goes for night clubs, too. Anyone 
who doesn’t pull in the sidewalk at 9 p.m. is not a true native. 


A TOWN WITH DEPT. STORE 
ACCOUNTS ON THE RADIO 


And, as indicated before, the population is a tough cus- 
tomer. Department stores, in order to perk up business, run 
a continual series of sales and bargain-days to get the re- 
calcitrants into the stores. On the other hand, sports are 
avidly followed—a fact recognized thoroughly by the Wad- 
hams Oil firm which has bought up all the major sporting 
events in sight. To make a long story short, there’s nothing 
economically wrong with Milwaukee, but the population— 
possibly something like the population of St. Louis—is a 
special breed with special characteristics. Milwaukee simply 
is not metropolitan despite its immediate urban population 
of around 750,000. 

All of which—again—could make Milwaukee a good test 
city. In fact, the three stations—WTMJ, WISN, and WEMP— 
have more or less slanted their operations in that direction, 
although each specializes in something different. Indeed in 
few cities have the broadcasters so completely differentiated 
themselves. WTMJ, for instance, comes close to being a real 
metropolitan outlet, but its emphasis—well geared to the 
population—has been on things close to civic pride: new tech- 
nical developments, civic and educational angles, smooth 
programming, etc. WISN meantime ieans toward everyday 
local affairs, music, sports, and chatter. And WEMP takes 
a whack at foreign languages plus music, meanwhile doing 
a superlative (the word is used in the full sense here) job 
of selling the department stores. 

WTMJ, NBC basic Red outlet, is owned by the Milwaukee 
Journal, and—perhaps more than any other station noted on 
this trip—is infested with a pioneering spirit. During 1935-36 
the station experimented with facsimile, later dropping this 
angle on the grounds that facsimile is still in mechanical in- 
fancy and that public reaction to it is far from ripe. Cur- 
rently WTMJ is building a high-frequency setup to test both 
frequency-modulation (Armstrong) and amplitude-modula- 
tion in the shortwave sphere. Meantime, an application has 
been turned in asking for privilege to experiment with tele- 
vision programming. WTMJ furthermore was a pioneer in 
the coincidental type of audience survey, and has innovated 
(if not pioneered) in several other matters: all its salesmen 
are equipped with portable radios; sales presentations often 
are recordings with dramatic and musical embellishments to 
give ‘em pep; and a big music and copyright file system is 
maintained. 

WTMJ has two rates. Aboui 26% of its revenue comes un- 
der the local rate classification; 26° is network intake; and 
48° is via the national rate. However, about 56% of the 
national rate stuff originates inside the state and is. in other 


words, regional business. By way of merchandising, the sta- 





Ripley Reconnoiters Troy 


{Proctor Theatre 


Troy, N. Y. Dec. 26. 
Construction on WTRY, a new One| org has favored the Tro 
in the Harry C. Wilder list, is slated 
to start in a few weeks unless the 
losers in the litigation over WTRY’s 


torially scored 


| manager for the new outlet, was in| Robinson, Munson And 


| Troy Jast week checking on trans- 
For New Wilder WTRY | mitter details. Studio will be in the 


building. 
| Record, which with the Times Rec- 


their ‘dog-in-the-manger attitudede 


tion will provide any ‘reasonable’ service at cost and lists its 
accounts in the ‘Retail Journal.’ But anything which might 
be construed as rate-cutting is strictly out. Very few elec- 
trical transcriptions are used, no records whatsoever may be 
played after 9 am., and the house orchestra of 16 pieces, 
batoned by William J. Benning, musical director, is ad- 
vantageously employed. 

Walter J. Damm is WTMJ’s general manager, and the fel- 
low who nursed the place from infancy. Until Oct. 1 of this 
year Damm was also public relations manager of the parent 
newspaper, but subsequently WTMJ (which originally came 
under the paper's promotion department) is now in a sepa- 
rate setup, and Damm has dropped his duties on the paper. 
Station manager is Lewis Herzog, previously with the Jour- 
nal’s promotion department. Assistant station manager, pro- 
gram director, and ace sports announcer is Russ Winnie, here 
since 1928 (he was originally in the real estate business). 
Commercial managership is handled by W. F. Dittmann, 
while Russ Tolg supervises continuity and publicity. 

Cream of WTM4J’s locally produced shows include plenty 
of participation stanzas to eliminate the hazard of too many 
announcements sans production, The day’s schedule opens 
with a prayer at 6 am. (WTMJ probably has the world’s 
largest library of recorded prayers—1,385 invocations by 277 
clergymen of every creed). From 6:02-8:30 a.m. a partici- 
pating ‘Top of the Morning’ musical clock is emceed by Bill 
Evans who, uniquely visited an average of 50 listeners per 
day throughout the summer to find out about his stanza and 
give away prizes to those who heard a certain musical selec- 
tion on it. From 8:30-9 a.m. Nancy Grey has a ‘What's 
New”’ participating series in which books are reviewed, in- 
terviews are cooked up, etc. Incidentally, WTMJ annually 
pays this gal’s expenses to tour the U.S. and get up new 
material for her stint. An old standby ‘Heinie and His 
Grenadiers’ goes on (participating) from 11:30-12:30 p.m. 
This is a German band stanza which has been running for 
eight years. The station owns the title to the show, but the 
same band has been on it right along (the outfit also makes 
over 60 annual p.a. dates, and once staged a softball game 
witnessed by 22,000 spectators). 

Other programs include: Johnny Olson and His Rhythm 
Rascals for Oshkosh overalls; a sidewalk reporter (Bill Evans 
and George Comte) for P. & G.; a ‘Bulletin Board’ from 
1-1:15 p.m. giving news, market reports, etc.; the ‘Song Doc- 
tor’ (participating) from 5-5:30 p.m. in which Jack Teter, 
singer, and Bob Heiss, emcee, run a stump-me contest; Russ 
Winnie’s and Charlie Nevada’s sports stanzas; “Today's 
Events’ at 10 p.m., spieled by George Comte, sponsored three 
nights and open two nights; plus tie-ins with universities, 
colleges, PTA groups, civic committees, etc., galore. On 
Sunday the station lets would-be soapboxers blow off their 
steam via a ‘Public Speaks’ stanza. Running from 12-12:30 
p.m., the series affords the speakers each five minutes to have 
their say-so. The WTMJ schedule has nine newscasts daily. 
Sports spieled by Russ Winnie (assisted sometimes by Bob 
Heiss), are liberally used in season. 

WISN is the CBS outlet, affiliated with the Milwaukee 
Sentinel (Hearst). Operating with a staff of 52, the station 
maintains swell labor relations with its employees, uses a 
single rate, and is doing an increasing amount of business. 
The latter divides as follows: 22% network; 60% local; and 
18° national spot. Merchandising is liberally dished out via 
cards, limited amounts of mail, etc. The house band num- 
bers eight men. Polish and German hours (participating) 
are aired on Sundays. 

General manager is Gaston W. Grignon, here since 1924 
and previously on the editorial department of the paper. 
Grignen also supervises the commercial department. Local 
sales manager is Fred Zindler. Programming is handled by 
Woods Dreyfuss, an eight-year man who previously did an- 
nouncing and vocal work. Elmer Krebs is musical director, 
while Alan Hale is the name sportscaster. 


SMART LABOR RELATIONS MARKS 
OPERATION OF HEARST’S WISN 

WISN’s locally-produced shows include: Milton Brandl’s 
musical clock, featuring request numbers, from 6-9 a.m, (par- 
ticipating); ‘Ann Leslie’s Scrapbook’ from 10:45-11 a.m., 
spieled by Mary Ann Le May along home economics lines 
under participating sponsorship; ‘Down by Herman’s’ from 
12:45-1:15 p.m., a participating German band idea cooked up 
by Elmer Krebs; ‘Mary Ann Presents,’ another stanza by Miss 
Le May, this one presenting guests from 1:30-1:45 p.m. (sus- 
taining); Jimmie Conway’s participating man-on-the-street 
at 4:45 p.m.; an Xmas script show for kids at 5:15 p.m., spon- 
sored by Gimbel’s department store; ‘Styles in Rhythm,’ a 
participating house orchestra production at 6 p.m.; plus sev- 
eral transcribed shows. Local and visiting big shots are in- 
terviewed each Sunday at 9 a.m. on a ‘Breakfast Club’ stanza, 
Alan Hale and Jimmie Conway are featured as newscasters. 
Civic tie-ins are adequate. 

WEMP is the local station, being jointly owned by Gene 
Dyer (who bought out Ralph Atlass’ interest some years ago), 
Charles Lanphier, Glenn Roberts (attorney ), ‘and Herb 
Mount (attorney). Contrary to industry gossip, the LaFol- 
lettes (traditional Wisconsin political family) never had a 


‘onsin political famil had a 
dime in the station. Charles Lanphier, once with WHFC 
“ , 
Cicero, runs the place. 


Charlie La Force is program direc- 
tor. The total staff includes 37 members. Three union mu- 
Sicians are the quota, but WEMP employs eight. 

Music, sports and news are big items here. But since Mil- 
waukee has about 150,000 Poles, plus numerous other nation- 


Stevens East for ‘Town’ 
Troy 


Munson, Leith Stevens, Crane Wil- 





franchise take the case to the U. S. 
supreme court. The District of Co- 
lumbia court of appeals last week by 


PI ; Murray Arnold, 
a unanimous decision denied the ap- 





the Tri-City Broadcasting Co., of}! Allen, who resigned 
confirming WTRY’s assignment. | chief, 
Fred L. Ripley, now with Wilder’s | 


WSVR Svracnce. and the designated! chief temporarily. 


te. > QR BA th . oP, SE > 


Arnoid Turns Respectable 
] é ° ’ 
Ph =< cco tage | aun the customary trek to please 
WIP, has been upped to the post of | ° alleen 
peal of WOKO-WABY, Albany, and| program director, to replace James | 
» C8! last week to | 
Schenectady, from an FCC decision} join the staff of WFIL as program | rich cigars resumes sponsorship Jan. 


bur and William Robson make the 
| jaunt. 





After a holiday recess, La Fend- 





j the NBC Red network. 


alities, WEMP uses fare directed at Croations, Swiss, Hun. 
garians, Italians, Jews, Czecho-Slovakians, Poles, Germans, 
and Slavs. Most of these stanzas are spotted on Sundays op. 
posite big network shows. The Polish and German stuff, 


- however, is run daily. Except for a Jewish dramatic group, 


WNEW’s New Plant | 


control panels to mikes, office equip- 
ment and repainting. Should be com- 
pleted by first of year. 

Part of the cash set aside is for a 
new antenna, when and if the FCC 
okays a current application for a di- 
rectional radiator. 
| application is a plea for a boost in 


14 of the Sunday afternoon Smoke | night-time power to 
Arnold will also double as press | Dreams series fed by WLW, Cinn., to 


the whole works is musical. 

As mentioned before, WEMP has been very cagey in the 
way it snares department store business. This is how the 
deal was worked: figuring that the primary interest of any 
store (especially in a tough city like Milwaukee) is to get 
‘em into the emporium, the station sold the sponsors on the 
idea of using institutional shows with audience-participation 
twists. All of the programs are put on directly in the store, 
thus luring customers there. And most of them run daily, 
The Boston store, for instance, has Charlie La Force's mane 
on-the-street from a radio theatre in the store. Inter. 
viewees, instead of spieling over the air, spiel into a record- 
ing machine and the resulting disc is aired so the partici. 
pants can hear themselves talk, Later they get the discs for 
souvenirs. Gimbel’s meantime has an ‘Open House’ jn 
which clubs, women’s organizations, etc., use the store for 
clubroom and broadcast their meetings. The same store ad- 
ditionally has a ‘Radio Workshop’ in which dramatic groups 
from colleges, clubs and schools broadcast plays from the 
store. Schuster’s and Sears-Roebuck—also WEMP custom. 
ers—use straight announcements plugging merchandise. 

The rest of the schedule includes lots of music, five news 
periods daily, and some sports. Allen Trimm pilots the par- 
ticipating musical clock from 6:30-7:45 a.m., and also has a 
session of songs. There's a ‘Lost and Found Column’ at noon 
as a service to listeners. Elmerk Ihrke has a sponsored 
‘Stump Me’ show at 4:45 p.m. Eskimo pie sponsors grade 
school dramatics, while the used car dealers operate a 
mythical auto race and give away prizes. There's also a 
sponsored series called ‘Union Label’ in which the A. F. of L. 
tells listeners the advantages of union-made goods. By way 
of civic stuff, WEMP has a series on the lives of famous Wis- 
consin people, and ties in heftily with civic and fraternal 
groups. 

Business is largely local, although some national spot and 
regional accounts are starting to come in. Merchandising is 


soft-pedalled. 
THE CUSTOMERS 


National and regional spot accounts on the three Mil- 
waukee stations are as follows: 
Ametcan FIome Products... .cccccccaccvscetéce Mackett-Sample-Hummert 
ei ks SOVIET TTrIecrerirreeiri rrr I. DL. Tareher® 
EDU “WT MAGINS k 0:090.06 666 6050045 5444400000 mS eee eee anes ETE a. bes 
Campbell Cereal....... ‘one coh eche nee Osseo ebeee seeds Hh, OW KKastor® 
Carter Products (Arrid).........-. resbbeeevesee se teaes Small & Seiffer® 
Carter's Littio LAVEF Pillseccccvccccvcccsccecveceves ... Street & Finney® 
ee EEO oes TTS eT TT eee Te TTC TTT eT J, Stirling Getehell® 
Cigee Camby. cccccccs Mitieenhetabaaee Cee bane ea eons -Albert 1 Hille 
Cnienee Tecnica! Comens. caésccciccaacvecncecacvdse ° ..Critehfield 
Coca-Cola HBottling..... coe Vanderbie & Rubens 
Coca-Cola Bottling sie Seip ee soothe we wb ee OR Vanderbie & Rubens* 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet (Vel) rceeehes keene ewes Benton & Bowles® 
Crown Cork & Seal MYSCTT CTC eTT TTT TT tt re Benjamin Eshleman® 
warner Beets’ Deyburch A Son... ...ceeccsevevecescecsececes . Direet® 
Ex-Lax EEE CO TOLER CEE TERT LETTE TCT TT TT CT ssseeeJ08, Katz® 
Edwards Motor (« ee ee ee ere Neisser-Meyerhoft® 
Feminine Products . io oa Ook aiden a a oe een ae Spot Broadcasting® 
First Wisconein Natl. Ban ° rere eee bas Scott-Telander® 
Fitzpatrick Bros...-.. Cueee , see Pad .. Neisser-Meyerhoff 
Feley & Co,. ceneasiend ed ; . ~+eee-bauueson & Salomon*® 
Mrank Pure Wood. ...scsces chéveeieaen sight ‘ Direet® 
Ford Motor ceiticcaewad ‘ i ckoFaaaessseebeakes cool. We meee 
Foster-Milburn : ia hd oe ldate hoe (sesteennaseea Spot Broadcasting® 
Mrs. Gebel’'s Home Made Apron Co.....cccccccccccces ha cea Direct® 
RON | SNe a2 ag ullba Gaunt ERO bed ce eee eee oes ae Benton & Bowles 
Gardner Nurseries ‘ Coote ecesteesoseebeosteOrerwest Hadio AGY. 
General Mills (Gold Medal, Kix, Wheatles). PS-H & Knox Reeves 
Griffin Mfg, Co Bermingham, Caéetleman & Pierce® 
aN « PU BRNOE 6 6 455 5000 v cack ech Ewe okie se BRAD 
tS ORO I EER Oe i Sete ee oe oe Rogers & §& ih® 
PERERUDINY MIGUEL . SCMOON 5 conk coed okeedkée be ck eid baecdass Critehfield 
Hilinois Central RR.... es -taples 
Independent Milwaukee Hrewe ‘ie 660.00 0nn4 ..Direct® 
Industrial Training Co.... ; : ew lLunke & As iates 
Oswald Jaeger Baking....... kK 1-Van Pietersom-bDunlap*® 
Keen Rick Mfg. ( Direct® 
Kingsbury Breweries oe , ; Crane Ik eit? 
Thos. Leeming (Paequin) ‘ ere ° Win, Kety® 
Lever MCS Ss 6S eae saw o.8 Mbie% @ ae) oOd ah bne eabe ia Ruth \ livan® 
Life M:; zine RBD&OF 
1.i-On Beddir Ca Cte bm CADENES CHE COKE Sven Dasakiuake Gustav Marx Adv.® 
PGs Pi PENN ss 5.9.502.4 Hana. bo 40's v.00 4400s c0 ERS ...- Young & Rubicam® 
Joe Lowe Cory .. Biow 
SAgwett Mm Myers: Toheteo. .....s «cs. ..c..ecn... Vewell-Emmett® 
EMISOCOW HOM. TIRED: 6055x490 49.069 204 av K ake cca -.. Newell-Eminett 
Luder bay APOE LG RUG BY antirk eae alaus ct ie ion seessesesds M, Mathes® 
Lutheran Laymen's League Kelly, StuhIman & Zahrnidt 
Marshall & Isley Pank Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap® 
MATYAS MALINRCOULICRL a 6 o>. 6.i404.5-50.04006 ba voencnwe ee Jos, Katz® 
co EO ESE ee EA Osa ity Wade® 
BEUIWMUMON. DIBIG COUNCH < oii okcwd0c ocko vckeune cack, Mort on Adv.® 
Milwaukee Gas Light . wien # is et peeks: Ben Dean Adv.® 
Milwaukee Livestock Exchange.... Pate ; Direct 
Milwaukee Western Fuel.............. Lote Pre een wy Scott Pelander® 
Natir nal Dairy Prods. (Sealtest)........ eo ae a ra i Kee & Albright 
Northwestern Mutual Life Ins ¢ .Matteson-Fogartyv-Jordan 
Oshkosh Overall gaciwi Pesan hee Owe a iba eee Ruthrauff & Ryan 
O-Ke Doke Popcorn... Ccvocsecteesosseecceds Walter Thompscn® 
Pate Oil Ce : ° , eee ee coccceccessdORe Barnes 
Pinex.... ree eer ree eran .Russel M. Seeds* 
Pillsbury Flour iii in pk ert caret Tate we aah Hutchinson® 
Plankinton Paeckins . Cramer-Krasselt 
Procter & Gamble (Ivory, White Naphtha. Crieco) oF; Compton 
Procter & Gamble (Duz) ead Compton® 
Quaker ¢ ts . ° ° Sherman kk Ellis® 
Railwav xpress sass ; : ..Caples® 
J Kk Rauh Cigar... F h Direct® 
Rav-Light Trading (Cx umer-Krasselt*® 
Reid Murdoch.... 2 Rogers & Smith*® 
Rockwood & Co.. he tr ... Federal 
Rotter Baking ae eae oe) al ie a a ee ee Allen Rieselbach Adv.*® 
Roundy Peckham & Dexter a oe ee ite Neisser-Meverhoft* 
Smith Rroe ae) _ oy , J 1) Tarcher® 
Jos Schlitz Brewin; wee eeee Needham, Louis & Brorby* 
Stanco., Ee Se ee en er ie aa MceCann-Ericksen 
litilities Engineering Inst.......ccccececcsees First United Broadeneters 
Vick Chemieal......... Pe ey a ...Morse§ International® 
Wadhams Oil (division of Socony-Vacuum).. ooeeeee SeOtt-Telander 
Wander Co. ....... ‘ er re ee Blackett-Sample-Hummert*® 
eee Sete. “Ae OY RAN. 640 5 50:00's Eas 6 0e449 wale deed cee aes Direct® 
Wee: BOE. . cicécccsxws eee ee eee ee ee er eer err sae eT } y® 
weapon de OO. cot 62 eck ae TEUTTECITT IPT TTT U, S. Advertising® 


Wisconsin Electric Power... 
* Accounts marked with an asterisk use announcemente, chainbreaks, 
or time signals, 


Loose-Wiles May Expand 
Transcribed ‘Uncle Jimmy’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. WNEW, New York, is currently Loose-Wiles Biscuit Co. may ex- 

y station, edi- | PR clined oe = ein modernizing its studios. Refurbish-| pand its ‘Uncle Jimmy’ (transcribed) 

‘ | “wee sinatioa or ‘Big |; . : : ; 

the appellants for| moun in New York Jan. 16. Ona|i2& includes everything from new| campaign in a big way. Newell- 


Emmett is looking into the stations 
and time avaiiable. 

Series is now being carried in sev- 
eral midwestern and southern mar- 
kets. 





Included in that Janet Murrow recently broadcast 
with Ed Murrow on a CBS trans- 


|atlantic from London to give a pic- 








5,000 watts. 


| Outlet currently operates on 5,000|ture of Christmas shopping in the 
day, 1,000 night. 


| English capital. 
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“VWARIJETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
@ &t. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Squaré 
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ASK QUOTA ON 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


VARIETY, LONDON 7 
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Bishop Was Safe 


Rt. Rev. Arthur Carlisle, Bishop of Montreal, was permitted to de- 
liver an address to the Rotary Club, which went over a local station 
Jast week, without first submitting text of his speech to the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. for censorship. 

Due to previous difficulties after McGill Professor Adair’s speech 
was aired the CBC officials granted permission for the talk with warn- 
ing that if anything of an untoward nature was heard on the air the 
Rotary Club would be deprived of broadcasting privileges in the future. 

Rt. Rev. Arthur Carlisle spoke on the need for religious faith in time 
of war. 


AUSTRALIAN 
AIR CONTROL 
REVISION? 


Sydney, Dec. 10. 


Australian Jegislators are expected 
1o bow to the demand that the 
Broadcasting Act be so amended as 
to take the authority over the govern- 
ment-owned and commercial stations 
away from the federal postal depart- 
ment and invest it in a newly created 
Air Commission. Advocates of the 
change declare that the time is aed 
for the complete overhauling 
radio as operated by the 2 8 A 
and that the medium would advance | 
much more rapidly were it shorn of 
much of its present red-tape. 

It has also been suggested that the 
privately owned stations get a share | 
of the revenue now flowing to the 
government station as a result of the 
license fee on receiving sets. 








DOCTOR’S 2ND STATION 


Brunswick Physician Sets Up 

Another 100-Watter 

St. John, N. B., Dec. 26. 

Dr. C. H. Houde, of New Carlisle, 
Que., who began managing a broad- 
casting station at New Carlisle six 
years ago (CHNC), is broadening out 
in the radio field and founding an- 
other station. The second one in 


New 





on the Quebec provincial line. The 
call letters are CKNB. The fre- 
quency is 1,210 kilocylcles, and, for a 
start, it will be a 100-watt station. 
To be boosted to 200 watts soon. 

Stanley Chapman, for several years 
an announcer at CHNC, has been ap- 
pointed resident manager of CKNB. 
Opens next week. 





‘MEXICAN STATION 


San Diego, Dec. 26. 
Mexico, 
here, 
} radio program devoted t 
| the United States Navy. Formula for | 
pow program includes free radix 
| 


| XEMO in 
border from 
thriving 





mentions of sailors wanting share- 


JOSE BOHR AND WIFE | mentions of saitors wanting share 
PLAYING TEXAS DATE) tit °neine navy 


| their widowhood may end. 

San Antonio, Dec. 26. | Program is sponsored by 
Joss Bohr and his wife are making | jewelry house. 
their home in this city for the pres- | 
ent. He is heard twice each week 
through XEQ, Mexico City, 


ina Mu- | 


sical program written by his wife v " , a. a, ae 

called ‘Remote Control From. the Crosley Booking Subsid 

Bug House.’ The skits will continue Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 

to be presented by electrical tran- Bill McCluskey, 

ecriptions. WLS Artists Bureau, Chicago, and 
Bohr opens at the Shadowland | for the past two seasons booker for 


Night Club on Dec. 

will feature an exchange of talent | Dance troupe, last week took on an 

from Mexico and the United States.|exec post with General Prograr 
oan) a Service, Inc., which directs nner 


and fair dates for the Boone County 
LOCAL QUIZ SHOWS 


Jamboree hillbilly combo and other 


nA WLW and WSAI acts. 
One in Polish—One Has Ty Tyson PF hore cone inl ing * — ——. 
‘Pitching’ Questions lich originates a Saturday nigh 
= show on WLW, recently deserted 
Cincy and neighboring cities for 


Detroit, Dec. 26. ree 
There's nn tndient : outfits 
vere s no indication of a letup in 


own barn-auditorium setup in Ren- 


permanent location in the 


quiz programs hereabouts, with fro Valley, near Berea. Ky 
Ww and WJBK just adding two of | McClusi ing wie te * If of the 
the quizzers. WW.’s show, bank- ' a a = 


Girls of the Golden West team that 
lately switched 
the Boone 


rolled by Lakeside Biscuit Co., uses 
Ty Tyson, sportscaste r, and originates 
twice weekly from WW4J's_ radio 
theatre. Sponsor shells out from $1 
to $3 for correct answers to Tyson's 
‘pitches.”” Runs 15 minutes Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 

WJBK’s 


from the Renfro to 


County crew. 


Ski News Sponsored 


quiz show is in Pol po Montreal, Dec. 26 


Campbellton, N. B., which is exactly | 


HAS U. S. NAVY SHOW | 


just over the} 
is conducting a 


in east plus information about ships 
wives figure when | 


a credit | 
Bill McCluskey an Exec Of 


formerly with the! see another boost in 


24 where they | personals by the Renfro Valley Barn 





YANK WAX 





PAEGENT ANZAG 
BAN APPEALED 


Australian ‘B’ Stations (Pri- 
vate) Want Government to 
Relax Stringent ‘War 
Measure’ Now Preventing 
American Transcriptions | 
From Entering 


STOPS IMPORTS 


aD + 


Gladstone Murray Broadly Hints 


CBC Staff 


+ 
v 
! 


CAN’T JUST TAKE STROLL | 


Mexico Will Cancel Licenses of Sta- 
tions That Close Down 





Mexico City, Dec. 26. 

Mexican Broadcasters that suspend 
operations without a good reason 
will have their licenses revoked, the 
Ministry of Communications has an- | 
nounced. A station which goes off | 
the air without permission will be | 
allowed 15 days in which to make an | 
explanation, If the reason isn’t | 
forthcoming or 





Sydney, Dec. 26. 


prising the so-called ‘Class B’ broad- 
casters, are requesting the govern- 
ment to ease its recent ban on the 
importation of American transcrip- 
tions. They're urging that tran- 
scriptions be classed the same as 
films, because of their entertainment 
angle, and admitted on a quota basis. 
Present restrictions permit only one- 
sixth of last year’s import figure, 
but formerly waxed editions of U. 


|S. dramatic serial programs 








were 


as . : ; 
| Shipped néere in voiume, 


ernment should permit the importa- 
|tion of a percentage of mother ma- 
|trices, from which duplicates could 
| be made by 
|present it is permissable to bring in 
samples and a few mother matrices. 
By samples is meant recording of a 
, | Single program of a series, But sub- 
|sequent chapters in the series are 
banned. 

s| According to Frank Marden, of the | 
Commonwealth network, local pro- 
ducers are now turning out what’s 
i} known as ‘home brew’ transcrip- | 
tions in place of the former im-| 
ports. The MacQuarie network has 


ry} 


1 st 4 ‘= 4 : ~o4 - - 7A 
been the heaviest importer of Amer- | 


ican waxes. Imposition of a 75c per 
side duty had already cut down “od 
importation of U. S. transcription 
but the recent ban has _ vi tually | 
ended it. Any further shortage wil 
domestic-made 
ET's. At the time it was imposed, 
the government's ban was described 
as a wartime measure. 


KGKO SELLS 5,000 
WAR MAPS IN 2 WKS. 


Ft. Worth. Dec. 26. 
5,000 Rand 


| KGKO has 


sold some 


McNally maps in the past fortnight | 
through a program called ‘“Today’s | 
Battle’ which traces the war in Eu- 
rope. Station pays a fee to a United 
States army officer to provide the 
experting and so ballyhoos the pro- 
Sram, although Government regula- 
tions pr¢ hibit officer's actual partici- 


pation On all 
This gives an idea of interest at 
this distance in the European waltz 


Randy Ryan Shifted 


Lincoln, Dec. 26. 


Sponsored by a local ready-to-we: slack Horse Ale will sponsor | 
ladies apparel shop. Highlights noe o' weekly ski broadcast this winter 
competing teams, who vie for pur- | Ove! Canadian Marconi _ station 
chase certificates good at any of CFCF, with Gorman Kennedy as | 
Sponsor’s stores. Losing team’s | spieler giving dope on conditions in 


relief fund.|the Laurentians, new trails and 
M.c. is Eugene Kons stantynovicz, with | various ski competitions, 

Mary Grabowski giving commercials! Reliable Toy (Ronalds) also spon- 
in Polish, |soring new weekly half-hour pre- 


pram over station CFCF. National 


share goes to Polish 





° _ | Drug taking three-time weekly spot 
Mexican Show to NBC | wit h series of skits. 
} acerca ees 
Ss Ant D 26. | Fashions for Latins 
an Antonio, Dec. RII 
ane first series of exc hange pro- | Ninon ae a a 
ams fro 1 | inon, fas i Si 
i. on ae Chronicle, will begin a 


W > Francisco 
Cc ek Meteetis each Posstay ot | series of weekly broadcasts for Latin | 
p.m, CST. | America on women’s fashions, via 
Program will include the Domin- | | Genera Electric’s shortwaver, KGEI, 
uez Bros. (4) and a 16-piece native | San Francisco, Dec. 27. 
Orchestra and a guest soloist each They will ride the air from 8 to 
Week. 8:15 p.m., EST, which will 
salvos into Mexico City and most of | 
| Central America an hour earlier, into 


en 


— Dailey, news editor of WTAM 
eveland, in New York Aer gig | Peru and Chile on EST, 


ny news-handling methods at/}tine an hour later, and into 
tai ” fee hours later. 


bring | 


into Argen- 
Brazil | 


Shifting exec personnel marked 
the closing days of 1939 in Nebraska- 
Kansas radio. Most of the changes 
lwere due to reorganization of the 
Herb Hollister-Don Searle interests | 
in the two states, 
| Randy Ryan. manager of KMM4J, 
iGrand Island, Neb., left to join the 
lnew 250-watter, KORN, Fremont, 
Neb., as commercial manager. He 
was replaced at KMMJ by Ted Mat- | 
thews, lately a sales exec with | 
|WKZO, Kalamazoo, and formerly | 
station manager of WNAX, Yankton. | 

Jack Todd has been made manager 
lat KANS, Wichita, and Hollister ca 
set himself in as general manager 
jo KFBI. 

Searle is 
KFAB-KFOR, 
|; Omaha. 


with | 
KOIL, | 


still head man 
Lincoln, and 


KTSM, El Paso, | 


Harold Moon at 
Texas. i 


' from KXOX, Sweetwater, 


One idea advanced is that the gov- | 


domestic producers. At | 


| 
| 
| 
ithe company’s Montreal and Toronto 


cense will be cancelled. 


Ministry issued the rule after | 


Federal commercial stations, com- | XEKL, operated by Hemmer & Ro- 


by a German-Mexican company 
|in the shoe manufacturing town of 
| Leon, suddenly quit operation, 





Canadian Figures Show 
Big Radio Set Increase 
Since War’s Outbreak 


Montreal, Dec. 26. 
Canadian radio listening audience 
has jumped 40% since the war broke 
;Out if reported increase in 








months is any indication. 
| parts of the Province of Quebec, and 
|elsewhere in Canada, sale of radio 
| sets have trebled since outbreak of 
| the conflict. Increase has been noted 
|in cities as well as rural districts. 
Dealer circles speak of the phenome- 
{nal increase in large family homes 
|where two or three sets are no 
|longer a novelty despite the annual 
| $2.50 radio license fee. 

Volume of time sales on Canadian 


In some 


| Stations has been holding up well so 


|far, with cancellations the exception | 
rather than the rule. Two of largest | 
'agencies here advise they have not | 
lost a single radio account, with re- 
newals mostly as expected, since the 
war began. 


‘AUSTRALIAN WAX 


| FIRM ABSORBS RIVAL 


Sydney, Dec. 9. 


Tele-Vox, Australian recording 
company, has taken over its com-| 
f ease Feature Radio, and will ex- 


tend its activities to cover the com- 


mercial transcription field as well as | 


records. Both firms were leaders in 
the Australian recording business 
jand the acquisition of Feature is 


figured to give Tele-Vox a command- | 


ing position. 
| Due to the government 
on transcriptions, the manufacture 


‘ 


of discs in Australia has increased 
tremendously in recent months. 
Local broadcasters used to import 


nearly all commercial transcriptions 


from the U. S., but 


a duty of $7.50 ¢ 
side, or $15 a platter was slapped or 
by the government and the cost 
now figured to be prohibitive 

Domestic transcription makers 
formerly inferior to those n tne 
U. S., have expanded their facilities 
since the application of the tax and 
are now capable of turning out waxes 
in sufficient quantity and quality to 
meet local needs. They still copy 


U. S. patterns, for the tempo of 

American performance as wel] as the 

flavor of American jazz and swing 

has always been popular in Australia. | 

Prevalence of siang and American 

idiom jn dramatic transcriptions was 

formerly a drawback with imporied 

platters, but since domestic discs are 

now being used that difficulty is vir- 

tually non-existent. 





Byworth 1 ‘Takes Over 


Nec. 26. 
E. A. Byworth, former president of | 


Montreal, 


setups, has taken over the Toronto | 
division of Associated Broadcasting | 


| Limited and changed its name to the 


Commercial Services 
Limited. 


J. C. Tobin 


Broadcasting 


is vice-president. 


satisfactory the ~1 





sale of | 
radio receiving sets during past three | 


Must Not Unionize 


Winnipeg, Dec. 26. 
The Winnipeg Free Press fired a 
questioning editorial against the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. when 


it became known through loca! labor 
circles that the CBS’s general man- 
ager, Gladstone Murray, had advised 
all CBC employees to reject all over- 
tures by labor unions, in a carefully 
worded but quite clear letter. 

The CBC g.m. shot a letter to all 
CBC pen pushers and others stating 
in part ‘Members of the staff of the 
CBC who may be advised to bring 
pressure to bear on the management 
| through a trade union should realize 
such a course in war-time would in- 
volve grave considerations which 
His Majesty’s government in Canada 
could not disregard.’ 

While, it was pointed out, the ac- 
tual wording of the note did not of- 
ficially forbid the formation of a 
union, employees would be dumb if 
they didn’t get the point Murray 
wants no collective bargaining. Free 
Press asked if this policy, if such it 
was, confined itself to the CBC and 
advanced the thought that possibly it 
[oe the thin edge of new anti-labor 
wedge. 
| Local offices of the CBC had no 
|comment to make either way when 
called on the matter, referring all 
| callers directly to Ottawa or the 
| head office. 








BBC SANCTIONS AIR 
CREDIT FOR SPIELERS 


London, Dec. 15. 

Conservative British Broadcasting 
Corp. after 16 years of history is 
making a break with precedent by 
| agreei ng to give billing to staff an- 
nouncers. Policy has hitherto been 
| to hide identities of staff gabbers be- 
| hind a veil, but will now be relaxed 
so that where the lads are doing 
other than a straight job of an- 
|nouncing they get credits for their 
contribution to the program. 
| First to score is Alvar Liddell in 
‘Great Occasions,’ whose task is more 
comparable to emceeing this item 
than merely introducing it. Close 
irunner-up is Elizabeth Cowell, first 
'woman announcer to be added to 
permanent strength, who debuts by 
|}ushering in a ‘Kentucky Minstrels’ 
program, with advance credits ‘n’ all, 





| GUMSHOE INTO TOWN 


Outside Talent Not Emphasized On 
Arrival in Winnipeg 


; y aw | 
Import tax | 


Winnipeg, Dec. 26 

Talent staff strengthening of the 
Winnipeg end of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. Includes Doro- 
thy Alt and King White. Miss Alt 
was in New York awaiting a boat to 
England when the war broke out. 
White, formerly of WLW, returned 
to Canada, his native land, to join 
the army, but that being already 
over-manned he was returned to 
radio. 


Winnipeg studios have also ac- 
quired other personages of varying 
prominence in Canadian radio, 


Geoffrey Waddington, musical con- 
ductor from Toronto, and Jack Kan- 
nawin, now head producer here, are 
cases in point. 

The several moves to strengthen 
Winnipeg radio programming have, 
contrary to the obvious and cus- 
tomary  ballyhoo, been carried 


| through with what seems to be a de- 
| liberate intention not to emphasize. 
i The advent of 


Miss Alt and 
were unnanounced. 


While 


This may have something to do 
with local Winnipeg pride which 
|once before, years back, overflowed 


with indignation that CBS sent out- 


|siders here to entertain. 





Ida Allen Discs Bought 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 26. 
Midwestern Dairy is set with KSL 
for two quarter hours weekly to proe 
mote use of Arden milk. 
Ida Bailey Allen transcriptions 
will be used. 
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WITH AID OF MIRRORS AND STAGE MONEY 


OBSCURE NOBODY BECAME BROADCASTER 


FCC Hears Testimony—Hotly Denied by Accused— 


That WSAL, Salisbury 


, Maryland, Was a Classic 


Example of Hidden Ownership of a Radio Station 


Washington, Dec. 26 


Intriguing yarn of figure-juggling, 


which met flat-footed denial, and in- ji of $1,500 which he had loaned dental 


timations that some criminal action 
may result went into official records 
last week as the FCC conducted its 
first revocation hearing 
charges of misrepresentation in ob- 
taining a permit for construction of 
WSAL, Salisbury, Md., local outlet. 
when 


license on 


Proceeding was unfinished 
holiday interruption took place. 

With Commissioner Thad H. Brown 
presiding, circumstances surrounding 
the activities of James W. Gum, law 
partner of former Senator Clarence 
C. Dill, Gene D. Gillette, one of the 
industry’s leading consulting engi- 
neers, and Frank M. Stearns, osten- 
sible owner of the Maryland plant 
were probed intensively in the most 
serious move yet made to compel 
respect for the Communications act. 
Matter is far more important than 
the incident a couple ef years ago 
which led to the suspension of a lo- 
eal barrister for making misleading 
statements and using ‘dummy cor- 
porations’ to thwart rival operators. 

In a double-barreled inquiry, As- 
sistant General Counsel George H. 
Porter produced voluminous testi- 
mony indicating that funds for con- 
struction of WSAL were put up by 
Gum and that Gillette, not Stearns, 
was the real proprietor of the 250- 
watt outlet. Clear intimation given 
by the commish prosecutor that ac- 
tion more serious than cancellation 
of the station’s papers is a possible 
consequence. 


With Stearns, a former filling sta-| 


tion proprietor, in the role of star 
witness, Porter elicited testimony 
that Gum and Gillette were the real 
parties behind the application for a 
construction permit. While Gillette 
backed up most of Stearns’ asser- 
tions, the most damaging statements 
were hotly denied by Gum, who 
spent more than two days under 
sharp grilling. Not only the commish 
lawyer, but counsel for the WSAL 
manager and Commissioner Brown 
pounced on Gum repeatedly. 

Testifying that he never lived in 
the eastern shore town until the sta- 
tion was authorized in 1937, Stearns 
recited how Gum propositioned him 
about filing a petition for the plant, 
went through the motions of putting 
cash in the bank, prepared a false 
exhibit showing his financial quali- 
fications, 
a note, and then demanded all stock 
in a potential corporation be signed 
uvVel. 


Admits Untruths 


Frank admissions that he gave 
Taise testimony at the original hear- 
ing were entered by Stearns, who 
said he never had $10,000 as previ- 
ously asserted, conceded his stake in 
the station was only a few hundred 
and observed he never knew Salis- 
bury existed until he signed the pa- 
pers requesting a construction per- 
mit Many of the assets which he 
listed as having were the legal 
property of his wife, Stearns added 

About a week before the hearing, 
Stearns related, Gum took him to a 
local bank and opened an account in 
which he said $10,000 would be de- 
posited. The lawyer kept the pass- 
he added. After a favorable 
report on the application was pub- 
lished by the commish examiner, 
Gum took the money back, giving 
him a note made out to Gillette for 
$10,000, the nominal owner § said. 
Later the note was cancelled when 
Gillette received a mortgage on the 
station in the amount of $25,000. 

The ostensible proprietor, who 
said he gets $60 a week and 10% of 
the net earnings for running WSAL, 


was 


book, 


made by Gillette, while money spent 
for equipment and construction was 


had him give the engineer } 


$10,000 as the price for the job and 
his services. 
All of the money, with the excep- 


the attorney, was withdrawn and re- 
turned to Gum after the hearing, 
Gillette declared. The engineer said 
he refused to give back the cash un- 
til he received the note signed by 
Stearns. Shortly before the hear- 
ing, Gillette loaned Gum _ $1,500, 
which was deducted from the $10,- 
000, the Commish was told, 


Fell Out 


Telling of a split between Gum 
and Stearns, Gillette recalled that he 
urged the former filling station pro- 
prietor to try and raise money in- 
dependently, forgetting about the 
lawyer, so the project could go 
ahead, Finally Gillette said he went 
ahead to protect his own investment 
of time, money, and effort, taking 
the mortgage on the station with the 
idea he would be paid out of earn- 
ings and possibly might exercise the 
option and assume complete control. 

Although other witnesses tended 
to substantiate Gillette and Stearns, 
the chief accusations met with stub- 


| born denials when Gum was placed | 


on the stand. The lawyer insisted he 
never put up any cash, never bor- 
rowed $1,500 from Gillette, had no 
connection with the note Stearns 
gave the engineer, never took 
Stearns to the bank to open an ac- 
count, never received $8,500 back 
from Gillette, and knew 
about the $10,000 supposed to repre- 
sent the applicant’s assets. 

An important point which the 
Commish had not settled when the 
recess occurred Thursday (21) con- 
cerned Gum’s purchase of a small 
home in suburban Maryland about 
the time the money supposedly was 
being shuffled. After bank records 
were introduced to bear out the 
| testimony by Gillette and Stearns, 
Gum maintained he did not use $l,- 
900 which the engineer said he bor- 


rowed to make a down payment on} 


the 


was 


residence. Instead, the money 
borrowed from his law 
former Senator Dill, Gum in- 
sisted, and an additional amount 
came from turning in U. S. Govern- 
ment baby bonds. 

Possibility that the WSAL case 
will have ramifications was seen in 
some of Porter's questioning. 
mony by Gillette under direct exam- 
ination included mention of indi- 


ate, 


+ 


+++ 


nothing | 


@Ssoci- 


Testi- | 








| viduals interested in other stations 
|and applications. The Commish al- 
ready has inquired into the facts sur- 


}rounding true ownership of two 
other plants, WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, 
{and WQDM, St. Albans, Vt. in 


which the engineer reputedly has an 
| interest. Hearings on renewal 
| licenses of both of these outlets have 
| been scheduled as a result of inci- 
disclosures during last year’s 
|chain-monopoly hearing, and the 
line of inquiry in the WSAL pro- 
‘ceeding hinted the Commish may 
threaten to revoke the papers for 
| both of these. 





MUTUAL SELLS 
TWO BIG ONES 


—_——-——-—— 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, today (Tuesday) received or- 


ders from the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency for hookups to 
carry the Wander Co. (Ovaltine) 





| programs, ‘Little Orphan Annie’ and 
i‘The Carters of Elm Street,’ cur- 


rently on NBC. Shows switch to 
Mutual Jan. 22, using in each in- 


| stance 85 outlets from Coast to Coast. 
‘Annie’ will retain the 5:15 EST 
| time but no period has been set for 
| ‘Carters.’ 


| Schenectady Society 
| — 





Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 26 
Bill Meenan, press agent for WGY, 
|}and Mrs. Meenan won the prize at 
| the station’s annual Christmas party 
|for the most original couples cos- 

tumes. They were Hitler and Stalin 


|; with wings and halos, as ‘Angels of | 


McCullough 
outfit; 


Annette 
children’s 


Peace.’ 


wore 
the best d 


Bernar 


| Cruger, assistant chief engineer, the } 


most original, having built himself 
into a perfect five foot replica of a| 
| velocity microphone. 

sketch on WGY, written by Vic 
| Campbell, had seven male members 
jin drag. 

| Guests included: Philip D. Reed, 
new chairman of board of General 


| Electric; Charles E. Wilson, new 
president; Martin P. Rice, Chester H, 
|}mour, director of television for the 
company, and others. 


Lester Scott, formerly of KNOW, 
Austin, is new announcer at KABC, 
San Antonio. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Eric Dressler succeeds House Jameson in ‘Young Widder Brown’ serial 
on NBC....new players in ‘Young Doctor Malone’ are Eustace Wyatt, Nancy 


Peterson, Reed Brown, Jr., George 


and Take It’ now has The Norsemen in support. 


Divorce’ by Dr. Lyons 


last week affected Effie Palmer, 


David Baxter....Ed East’s ‘Name It 
folding of ‘Orphans of 
Richard Gordon, 


| Gov. 
| that 
| application for permit to operate ra- | 








White House 


Wednesday, December 
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The White House now marks news 
the 
broadcast over the 


publication but for 


be 


newspaper 
release may 


releases not only for the time of 
earliest moment at which the 
radio. This occurred over the 


week-end in connection with the appointment of Myron C, Taylor po 
special American delegate to the Vatican. 
Albert Warner of CBS called attention to this new practice in hig 


Washington giving 





broadcast from 


the item in question. 








FOUR YEARS ON DOCKET 


WDAF Loses No Time Once FCC 
Okays Night Power Boost 


Kansas City, Dec. 26. 

WDAF, Kansas City Star station, 
went on evening schedule with 5,000 
watts last Wednesday following re- 
ceipt of the FCC okay day before. 
Station now operates full time at 
5,000 watts, as will KMBC, CBS af- 
filiate. On 610 kc. with only three 
other stations, WIP, Philly; KFRC, 
San Francisco, and WIOD, Miami, 
WDAF is not required to construct a 
directional antennae and went im- 
mediately to its new allocation. 
KMBC has construction of a direc- 
tional antennae under way and will 
be able to use its new power step- 
up about Feb. 1. KCMO, owned by 
the rival Journal, now uses 5,000 day 
time and has application for same 
amount night time. Application of 
WDAF had been on the FCC docket 
four vears. Increase of power among 
the three stations has brought no 
increase in rates, 

Dean Fitzer, g.m. of WDAF, said 
completion of the station’s new stu- 
dios is expected about Feb. 1, and a 
program featuring the K. C. Philhar- 
monic orchestra of 90 musicians will 
be originated to the basic red net. 
New studio will be only one in area 
large enough to provide floor space 
for a full philharmonic. Net 
from 12 to 1 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 4, 
will also include dedicatory speeches 
by execs of net (probably Lenox 
Lohr) and station, 


‘GOVERNOR'S APPEAL 
FOR STATION RAPPED 


Valdosta, Ga., Dec. 26 


H. B. (Hell Bent’) Edwards, mem- 


A burlesque} ber of Georgia House of Reps and 


ardently enthusiastic political foe of 
EF. D. Rivers, has notified FCC 
he objects to granting Rivers’ | 


dio 
he 


station here 
wished to 


Advising FCC that 
appear before that 


| body when question of permit comes | 
, Lang, William Meerihue, John Gil- | 


| resented 


and | inesses here ji l st: . 
\a i businesses here in Valdosta who | experimental 


| 


| 


up, Edwards explained that he rep- 
‘numerous business firms 


oppose the granting of a permit to 


| E. D. Rivers.’ 


Edwards also wrote FCC that his 
constituents had appealed to him, as 
Lowndes county rep in House ‘to | 
vigorously oppose the application.’ 

Governor, in Atlanta, refused to 
comment on drive against his appli- 
cation, which filed in 


was Novem- 


| ber, at same time as that of Marvin 


| Griffin, 


Claire Wilson, Pat Feardon, Vivia Ogden, James Krieger, Madeleine Pierce, | 


Warren Bryan, Geraldine Kay and director Martha Atwell 
yut, Don Goddard in, on WEAF only for Peter Paul candy 


te! 
Didier Van Ackere awaiting arriv 


Gabe Heat- 


al from France of entrepreneurs that 


may result in speedy action on Caribbean station that has long been pend- 


...Mutual made a Santa Claus 


§ 
ng 


bundle of sponsor samples .Mora 


Martin and Warren Ashe into ‘Against the Storm’, 


I. J. Fox linked up WABC, N. Y., and WEEI, Boston, for 


show Christmas afternoon 
for 30 minutes 
ness’ show 


9c 
(2 


(Sunday afternoons). 


Major 
commercial price, $10,000. N. W. Ayer 


Telephone & Telegraph Co. a program consisting 


4 special variety 


»). Program emanated from Boston and ran 
CBS has had seve 


aide to 
permit to 
bridge, Ga. 

John Greer, twice campaign HQ 
manager for Rivers and clerk of 
Georgia House, was recently granted 
permit to operate station at Cordele, | 
Ga., where he edits The Cordele Dis- 
patch. 

Rivers’ second term ends in Janu- 
ary, 1941, and Georgia law 


who 
Station in 


Rivers, 
operate 


seeks 


Bain- 


reads that 


| he cannot succeed himself 


ral nibbles for its ‘Pursuit of Happi- | 


obstacle to a 
has auditioned 


sale has 
for the 
of a 60-piece 


been the 
American 
orchestra 


batoned by Don Voorhees, James Melton and Francia White. 





IN CHICAGO... 


Rupert Labelle, June Meredith, 


Karl 


Weber, Bernardine Flynn into 


‘Affairs of Anthony’ on NBC.,..Kathryn Card oult....The Avalon show 
has Bud Vandover doing characterization, Don McNeill and Cliff Arquette 
related that arrangements for bank ‘ePlacing Del King and Red Skelton....Final program of ‘Anne Thomas, | 
credit to finance operations were Career Wife,’ was Dec. 22....affects Ferne Persons, Henry Hunter, Mary 


} 


brandt, Betty Arnold, Linda Barrett. 


Desmond, Cliff Soubier, Michael Romano, Lester Damon, Laurette Fill- 


... Newcomers to ‘Houseboat Hannah’ 


charged on the books as a liability. serial on NBC are Nancy Douglass, William AmsJe!!, Donald Gallagher, 


Gillette, he added, borrowed cash to 
pay for building the outlet. 
A story which coincided in many 


Carl Kroenke, Virginia Dwyer. 


Frank Worth, former assistant musical director 
who was released with other musicians when the heavy NBC chain pro- 


u 


of WTMJ, Milwaukee, 


details was told by the engineer, 8'ams forced a cutting down on local stuff, is now doing arrangements for 
Gien Welty, director of NBC’s National Barn Dance. 


who said that all initial transactions 
were with Gum. Gillette testified 
that Gum gave him $10,000 at the 
downtown bank where Stearns had 
opened the account, as weil as a con- 
tract signed by Stearns employing 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Joe Thompson directing, John Frazer announcing, Bill Sabransky con- 


him to build the station and fixing writers for Joe Penner, viz, Oscar Brodney, Max Hayes, Hal Raynor. 





__ , 7 
Gloria Jean’s Air Break 
Gloria Jean, who debuted in ‘Un- 
derpup,’ is getting a radio break be- 
cause of decision by Universal to put 
her into Bing Crosby’s next starrer, | 
‘If I Had My Way.. 

Crosby in turn will spot her on} 
his weekly network program for 10} 
weeks, covering most of the time the 
picture will be in production. 


Dole Drops Billy House 


Hollywood, Dec. 26, 
Billy House’s option on the Al 
Pearce program for Dole pineapple 
has been passed, and Artie Auerbach 
moves into his spot. 
All others were picked up. 





SAL HEPATICA ON WFAA 
Dallas, Dec. 26. 
Sal Hepatica (Bristol-Myers) has | 
bought three quarter-hour periods a_| 
week on WFAA, starting Jan. 1, It’s | 
to be news with Don Ross during the | 





| | casting, 
sole peddling for ‘Arch Oboler’s series....Ward Bread show has three new | 


Young & Rubicam placed the busi- | 
ness. 


show | 


| however, Class II 


| broadcasting as a regular 
| the 


| thorize demands for detailed 


TELEVISION 
HEARINGS 
JAN. 15 


Washington, Dec, 26, 

Controversy over next move in 
adopting a permanent television pol. 
icy wound up last week in victory 
for the take-it-easy side when the 
| FCC scheduled a gabfest after re. 
|ceiving another committee report 
recommending more stringent ruleg 
| covering ‘limited commercialization’, 
Proposed regulations will be dis. 
cussed at session scheduled for Jan, 
| 15, with all comers permitted to par- 

ticipate. 
| The chief question to be threshed 
/out is whether any sponsorship 
| should be permitted and if so to 
' what extent. Scenting possible ob- 
| jections to their proposal to relax 
present conditions, the special tele 
committee Friday (22) offered an- 
other draft which clarifies the ideas 
that caused some bewilderment when 
the tentative code was made publie 
more than a month ago. 

Besides stating more plainly what 
| it had in mind, the committee sug- 
gested the commish should ride herd 
}on Class II (program experimenta- 
tion) plants by requiring regular re- 
ports on financial aspects. No move 
was made to permit Class I trans- 
mitters, conducting research in 
purely technical fields, to recoup 
their expenditures by passing pro- 
duction costs along to sponsors, 

After specifying that no charges 
of any kind can be imposed by Class 
I operators, the committee proposed 
a revision of tentative Rule 4.73 
reading as follows: 

‘No charges either direct or indi- 
rect shall be made for the transmis- 
sion of either aural or visual pro- 
grams by Class I television stations; 
television 
cast stations may make charges to 
cover cost of program production, 
including advertising material, which 





bi oad » 


| programs may be transmitted as an 


service but 
transmis- 


program 
without charge for such 
sion.’ 
The limit the items for 
Under such 
that licensees 


idea is to 
which sponsors can pas 
a Statement, it is felt 


| will not be able to reimburse them- 


selves for equipment, technical per- 
sonnel, routine operating ete. 
But they would be allowed to have 
advertisers foot the talent bill, pay a 
fair share of the outlay for produc- 
tion staffs and otherwise spread the 
expense of finding out what sort of 
visual entertainment the public 
wants, how programs should be con- 
structed and the suitability of dif- 
ferent types of talent 

To meet objections that operators 
might swell these items and lighten 
their financial load for operation, the 
committee suggested quarterly re- 
ports be required covering ‘charges 
and costs as well as other pertinent 


costs, 


| information which may be of assist- 


ance to the commission in evaluating 
the economic feasibility of television 
service to 
public on a commercial 
Phraseology is broad enough to au- 
break- 


’ 
basis 


downs of revenue figures. 

Another move to plug loopholes 
was a stiffening of the rule prohibit- 
ing ‘solicitation’ of business. Neither 
type of operator would be allowed to 
‘offer’ his facilities to advertisers ‘on 
a regular commercial basis.’ Under 
the rule ‘the limited commercializa- 
tion . . . shall not take precedence 
over the experimental service, but 
shall in fact be subordinated to it. 
Meaning that the FCC still considers 
visual broadcasting permits are 1" 
tended to benefit the public before 
the experimenters. 

Otherwise, the latest version of the 
proposed rules coincides with the 
draft published Nov. 15. No attempt 
was made to alter the suggested al- 
location formula, which has draw? 
objections from some present oper 
ators as well as prospective new 
comers who could not get the rib- 
bons they desire in the spot wher 
they are located. 
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TEXAS RANGERS 
of KMBC-CBS-HOLLYWOOD 


ONE OF THE MOST VERSATILE MUSICAL-DRAMATIC ACTS IN RADIO—featuring more than 20 
instruments...with Hollywood’s new laugh sensation, HERBIE “ARIZONA” KRATOSKA, and his hot 
guitar...“"MONTY” SELLS and his sweet accordion...“IDAHO” HARTMAN and his original felt hammer 
technigue on the bull fiddle...the romantic songs of IRISH MAHANEY, who with CAPT. BOB CRAW- 
FORD, DAVE MAY and TOOKIE CRONENBOLD make radio’s sweetest quartet. All set to the smooth 
continuity of GOMER COOL. 


MORE THAN TWO YEARS ON THE COAST-TO-COAST COLUMBIA NETWORK—Texas Rangers— 
“Night Time On The Trail” —"‘Under Western Skies.” 


THREE 1939 MOVIES NOW SHOWING THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY: “Colorado Sunset” with 
Gene Autry for Republic; "Oklahoma Frontier” with Johnny Mack Brown for Universal; “Chip of the 
Flying U” with Johnny Mack Brown for Universal. 


HO 





Ridin’ high, and rarin’ to go, for an alert advertiser who will add the magic touch of 
exploitation and set himself for the Big Payoff. Available—right now—network from 
Hollywood, Kansas City, Chicago, New York; or transcriptions. 
















‘“‘Believe award will appeal to trade generally as obviously fully justifiod’” 
" ” Landry 


CAROLINE ELLIS—Author-Star of “Caroline's Golden Store” on CBS for General Mills Gold Medal Flour; FRAN HEYSER—KMBC 
producer in charge of “Caroline's Golden Store”; available for other productions in Chicago; MARGARET AND GORDON MUNRO, 
"Across The Breakfast Table” early morning chuckle makers who have stolen the hearts of the Kansas City audience; BRUSH CREEE 
FOLLIES—KMBC’s big barn dance show originated to CBS from Kansas City Saturday afternoons; PHENOMENON, "Electrifying 
History”—world’s most romantic adventure story, load-builder for power and light industry transcribed in 65 exciting episodes; 
LIFE ON RED HORSE RANCH—Aédventure-packed dramatic-musical featuring The Texas Rangers; 65 episodes a sure bet for the 
all-family audience. These and other Arthur B. Church Productions—developed at KMBC—have done outstanding jobs for 
national advertisers. Variety's award proves we know how it’s done! 
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Call one of these offices for an audition — you’ll hear something, brother ! 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. GEORGE E. HALLEY ARTHUR B. CHURCH Columbia Management, HARRY SINGER 
485 Madison Ave. 400 Deming Place EMBC—Pickwick Hotel eu eg | sg se Manages 
Wickersham 2-2000 Diversey 4400 Harrison 2650 Hollyw med 5484 CBS — Columbia oll 


New York City Chicago 


Kansas City, Mo. Hollywood, Calif. Hollywood 
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PEGGY WOOD QUILTING BEE SHIRLEY TEMPLE 


Talk ‘The Blue Bird’ 

15 Mins. GULF-SCREEN GUILD 
NATL. COUNCIL OF WOMEN Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining WABC-CBS, New York. 


Wednesday, 2:15 p.m. 
WeE-NBC, New Sock i Shirley Temple made her formal | 
This one, mothered by the Na- | network commercial debut last Sun- 
tionai Council of Women, is the al-| day night (24) oe paceanag eine a 
ating « ‘Ee a<¢ 7 | vance tanilare (one Was ara once 
ternating program to ‘Echoes of His bh. et ameieet,  aieaie 
: and the Gen-| ®t & 0)? P 7 
tory.’ The latter NBC an t © os N- | atmosphere was one of obviously 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs nervous anxiety on the part of the) 
co-sponsor in the same Wednesday 20th Century-Fox executives, oet ney 
: F th ‘Council | ™n!ons, Screen Guild officials an | 
matinee spot. ~~ ° Aer jeven the fellow-players on the show. | 
Quilting Bee,’ Luella Laudin is the) whether she caught the virus from | 
clubwomen’s liaison with Margaret | those around her or Hy m3 aa 
, ’ eT as gr J » be self-con- 
Cuthbert, of NBC’s Women's Activi- 4 a ct 
ties Division. The network con-|*° Sy 


ats : ‘.| ently on edge at the start, but pres- 
tributes the time and Peggy Wood's |ently relaxed and hammered across 
ra oe h hi ‘ inced | Her lines and two songs like th 
o lithe showmanship was ev veteran trouper she now is. is- 

-in picking the initial subject for the | played one of two flaws due to lack 
‘Quilting Bee,’ namely, “What ood mike experience, but Zanuck can 
a Happy Marriage.’ Miss Wood not) again breathe normally, calm in the 


(Young & Rubicam) 











Follow-Up Comment 








‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ CBS’ most 
pretentious sustatner next to the 


|N. Y. Philharmonie, is gradually slip- 
ining into the sort of 


groove that 
should make it a sound candidate for 
a commercial spot (its missed a 
couple of prospects) and would be 
ideal, particularly for an advertiser 
who is strictly interested in institu- 
tional objectives, a la DuPont-‘Cav- 
aleade of America.” The underlying 
sweep and motivation of the two 
shows are as Wide apart as a his- 
torical theme treated by both a news- 
paper syndicate columnist and the 
Beards. ‘Pursuit’ has reached the 
point where it fuses a keen under- 
standing of American background 
with a strain of irony and humor, 
with the appeal delicately balanced 
between the cerebral and the emo- 





only did a slick job in pacing the| ;nowledge that his tiny boxoffice 


i . he stanza as it now stands is Carl 
chatter but proved equally charming} giant has safely negotiated another | Sne sense Bs , 


and resourceful in her commentary |purdle But while the program was 
contributions. As guests for the 0C-| on a careful listener could almost 
casion she had Dr. Valeria H. Parker, | pear the snapping of production ex- 
director of the Bureau of Marriage| ocytives’ nerves. Like a housewife, 
Counsel, Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, of | a producer’s work is never done. 


the General Federation, and Mrs.| Certain inescapable elements made 
Richard Mason, housewife. la cold-blooded analytical attitude 
While the cross-fire was studded| impossible. For one thing, the oc- 
with the usual bromides and plati-| casion was Christmas eve, with all 
tudes on the topic, there was some/the emotional factors that involves. 
incisive thinking and some humor} For another, the show was excel- 
and wit. About the only point that|lently tailored to set off the star. 
got any nimble side-stepping was | Then too, Nelson Eddy not only 
that of ‘physical harmony.’ One of|made an ingratiating foil for the 
the participants named the quality) little actress, but just before intro- 
as a prerequisite to happy marriage | ducing her he put over an inspir- 
and before the namer could do any) ing song number. Finally when the 
expatiation on the factor another | tyke piped a trebble greeting to 77- 
voice hurried in the statement that, year-old Maurice Maeterlinck, lis- 
in its opinion no marriage could be | tening to his tender story by short- 
happy where the money question) wave in his home in Belgium, it was 
was a constant source of worry. An-/a touching moment that infused the 
other member of the bevy thought/entire program in a_ sentimental 
that wives and husbands spent too} glow. 
much time together with the result Except for Nelson Eddy’s songs 
that conversation wears out andj and Roger Pryor’s introduction and 
boredom sets in, while still another! close, Screen Guild stanza was al- 
conferee stated that she was a firm most entirely taken up with a few 
believer of talking things out but! episodes from the forthcoming 20th- 
without venom or urge to hurt the| Fox picture, ‘The Blue Bird.’ Some- 
other party. : what overly fairy-tale-like for adults, 
The quarter-hour period was} but probably fascinating for the ur- 
crammed with the cerebral stuff that| chins who were doubtless already 
crackles and incites counter thought. | blissfully drunk with Christmas 
The series itself ought to be a de-| atmosphere. 
cided relief from the other class of} Somehow, it was convincing and 
chatter (serial drama) which clut-/ kinda cute when she bowed off with 
ters the matinee schedules. Odec. the usual Merry Christmas greeting 
and added that it was an exciting 
Christmas for her. Probably the 
20th-Fox nabobs murmured, ‘She’s 
telling us.’ Hobe. 








‘NAZI TERROR’ 
Refugee Talks 
15 Mins, 


| Warnow’s 


tional. About the only weak spot in 


Carmer, the novelist, whose function 
is to report Yankeeisms from ‘some- 
where in America.’ 

On the Christmas Eve installment 
(24) Carmer was picked uv from his | 
Greenwich Village, N. Y., home, 
where he and his wife were sup- 
posed to be trimming a Christmas 
tree. The episode as transmitted was 
neither interesting nor good Ameri- 
cana, 

High spot and sparkling phase of 
this hearing was the characterization 
that Jane Cow! laid down in a dram- 
atized bit around the life of Mary 
Dyer, the Quaker who sacrificed her 
life in resisting the suppression of 
liberty of conscience by the Boston 
Puritans. The scripting (presum- 
ably by Erik Barnouw) was deft, and 
Miss Cowl’s acting served as a vivid 
and impressive revivification of this 
black stain on American history. 

Charlie Ruggles provided pleasure 
in his recital of ‘The Great French 
Fuel’ incident from Mark Twain's ‘A 
Tramp Abroad,’ while a Calypso 
minnesinger from Trinidad, Lionel 


| who skip that section of the daily 
| press. 


Indeed his delivery and for- 
mat were so smooth last Friday (22) 
night in his session for Phillies cigars 

‘over Mutual that it seemed a pity 

lhe was limited to subjects of less- 
| than-universal appeal. This may 

'sound disterted, as its his obvious ex- 
|pertness at his chosen field that 

makes the show click and there is 

lno guarantee he would be equally 
adroit with strange themes. It is 
one way of suggesting that Balter’s 
timing and showmanship are, by 

/eommon standards, too good for the 

average sports fan. 

Ordinarily Variety makes little or 


the air. On the whole, this gentry 
dishes out routine news and gratui- 
tous adulation, even when the sports 
personalities involved are fairly well 
known to be racketeers, heels or 
egocentrics. A lot of the sportscas- 
ters have raucous voices and are 
hard to listen to. Baiters slick per- 
formance, by comparison, makes 
many of his ilk seem amateurs, and 
not British style. 





Jack Eenny put across a whacking 
good show last Sunday night (24) 
over NBC red (WEAF). As usual 
for his pre-Christmas stanza, he did 
it in the form of a party at his home, 
with all the regulars on the pro- 
gram as guests. As a result, almost 
the entire 30 minutes was devoted to 
straight gags, most of which were 
aimed at Benny. It all struck an un- 
usually high comedy standard and 
ended on a note of hilarious distrac- 
tion, with Benny on the phone ex- 
plaining to the director why he 
refuses to make that scheduled pic- 
ture with Fred Allen, while his polar 
bear and ostrich fought it out in the 
living room, with Rochester trying 
to untangle ’em and the guests ap- 
parently taking the joint apart piece 
by piece. Commercials were neatly 
worked in, too, and were cut, like 
the Christmas turkey, to the bone. 





Mary Mason joined the ‘Betty and 





Belasco, lent a piquant touch of color 
with a sample of the curious type of | 
native impromptu versifying that has | 
within recent months 
fancy of Decca Record buyers. Mark 
orchestra scoring 
much to the event's stature. 





_ Helen Menken got away with the 
impossible—a half-hour straight gab 


interview—in a session on the ‘Uni- | 


versity of the Air’ program over 


caught the | series, 


added | dered. Her 


Bob’ opus last Friday (22) on NBC | 


no comment on sportscasters Over | 


‘COURT OF MISSING HEiIRs’ 

Probate Dramatizations 

25 Mins. 

IRONIZED YEAST 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

These are tales from the probate 
courts, money lying about unclaimed 
vanished heirs of people who lived 
‘or died under peculiar circumstances, 
|The idea is good enough, but as pre. 
|sented on its first time out over 

the new CBS hook-up of 62 stations, 
| : ° 
ithe entertainment was undistin. 
| guished because the script was, ag 
well as the production. It left a net 
impression of being rather hokey. 
pokey and trashy. An _ organist 
striking a note was not very hot as 
a dramatic sound effect. 

This one has been tested in a re. 
gional campaign and has presumably 
won its right to a wider spread. That 





imay suggest that the broadcast of 


‘ 


last week was below average. Suf- 


' fice that the showmanly flair gvas as 


missing as the heirs of 
estates dramatized. 

The cases are supposed to be real, 
names are used, the missing heirs 
are sought over the radio. (After all 
radio found that missing copy of the 
1887 St. Nicholas magazine for Alex. 
ander Woolicott!) Cases were rather 
lack-lustre. 

And that was a pretty cold- 
blooded and brutal murder of the 
miser. Very close to the sort of 
grisly thing some folks deplore on 
the air. 

The idea is to sell Ironized Yeast 
to thin, weak and nervous people. A 
selective market presumably. Maybe 


the four 


that kind will like the show. Land. 
Taylor Grant, gabber and Lou 
Tiernan, salesman, at KWK, St. 


Louis, down with streptococci throats. 
An auto accident fractured nose of 
Sue McCaslon, continuity writer of 
the same station on her eve of vaca- 
tion. After repairs at hospital she 
departed on leave of absence. 














red. Installment heaped up the hoke | 


As a new character on the 
a young wife, Miss Mason 
was told her husband had been mur- 


agony, 


chance to be told again and have 
another smiliar scene a few minutes 
later. The second one could have 
happened only on a daytime serial. 

Part was extremely difficult to 
| play. 


disbelief gave her a) 


First scene had to be drama- | 


WEVD, N. Y. Under the prodding of {tically played down so it could be} 


Meurice Spiecer of the station, she 
spieled on her theatrical career and 
theatrical theories, the first colorful 
and the latter arresting. 


was an excerpt from 











2 GB, Sydney 

Jewish refugees are brought before 
the studio mike to tell of their ex- 
periences in Germany under the}! 
dreaded Nazi regime. There is no} 
attempt made to create any atmos- | 
pheric background; no effects are | 
brought into play for a build-up, yet 
the 15 minutes employed thrice- 
weekly make pitiable, soul-stirring 
radio fare. In broken English the 
refugees outline personal experi- 
ences. Rick. 
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and 
[Happy New Year 


to Everyone 





... were happy, merry too! 
For you have made 
WSAIT’s current year of 1939 
the most prosperous in our history. 
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Heaven,’ her role of roles. Without | 
even a chord in G on the Wurlitzer | 
to set the mood, she went into the | 
reading and made it a very nifty 
it. 

The star’s presence seemed to affect 
the interviewer, for at several mo-| 
ments he gave the questions a Shake- | 


spearean delivery. 





Jimmy Shields has proved a worthy 


| replacement for Donald Novis on the 
|Fibber McGee and Molly stanza 
(NBC-red, Tuesday nights). 
| Previous commercial assignment was 
the Enna Jettick series (CBS). This 
tenor is not only equipped with a 
fine pair of pipes but he has the 
flair for selling a song. On Jast 
Tuesday’s (19) Fibber session he did 
the sentimental ditty, ‘I’ll Take You 
Home Again, Cathleen,’ with a high 
degree of interpretive warmth and 
clarity of tone. 


Shield’s | 


Gabriel Heatter now has the as-| 


{topped in the later one. Miss Ma- 
son handled the first part with re- 
| straint and conviction. But the sec- 
ond portion as written required the 


: =. ay ae melodramatic hysterics and it was 
Best bit of the session naturally | pretty tough to take, although skill- 
Seventh 


fully trouped. 


Arlene Francis, as Betty of the | 


show's title, was as acceptable as a 
thankless part allowed. Show 


| doesn’t use musical bridging for the 


scene changes. Kix commercials 


must be just about the longest on | 


the air. First one ran about four 
minutes (out of a 15-minute stanza). 





Don 


Ameche was back on the'! 


Chase & Sanborn show last Sunday | 


{night (24) over NBC red (WEAF) 
and was fortunate in getting several 
assignments of just the sort of stuff 
he does best. Topper was a semi 
dramatic sketch in which he played 
a plumber who comes to repair a 
stopped-up basin and makes friends 
| with the kid of the household, at the 
| same time taking the measure of a 
|Shallow mother and a_ conniving 
|nurse. It was incisively scripted, 


with a deft feeling for indirect char- | 


acter etching, and Ameche played it 
with appreciative relish. 


| 
t 
| 


sistance of Jean Paul King in mak- |} . : . 
ing it clear that the sponsor of the| thy with his Italian accent and then 


He also tangled up Charlie McCar- | 


Kreml hairdresser. They pour this 


listeners’ hair. 

Heatter, on the news front, remains 
pretty sensational. Noticeable that 
although he made much at 9 p.m. of 
a rumor about the Nazi fleet putting 


station never mentioned it. 


Benay Venuta, 


Johnny, Oh’ Frida, last on 


) é WOR, 
N. Y. This was inevitable. For the 
past week, wherever singers have 
had public opportunities to ply their 
trade, they have done ‘Oh, Johnny.’ 
And usually there has been an intro- 
ductory reference to Orrin Tucker 
and Bonnie Baker with biographical 
data. The song is getting such an 
over-plug and so fast, its spiral 
descent will probably be as precip- 
itate as its roman candle ascent. 
Meantime this musical entertain- 
ment remains one of WOR'’s best 
productions trys. In addition to the 
mellifluous mike manner of the 
singer, the program has Bob Stanley 
and his orchestrations, which are as 
lively and fanciful as Mickey Mouse 
on skates. Pauline Alpert continues 
to draw rich effects from a piano 
keyboard in solo chores and the pro- 
gram has modern choral touches 
from the Charioteers. 
For a giggle or two via the in- 


driver, 





Balter contrives 
sports absorbing even 


to make 





on so thickly, so often, so earnestly | 
that they succeed in getting into the | 


to sea out of Hamburg, an hour later | 
Raymond Gram Swing on the same | 


» consistently im-| 
proving as a stylist of song, did ‘Oh, | 


terview route there was a lady truck- | 


to listeners | 


grittery comedy patter. Gloria Jean, 
show, singing daintily and joining 
McCarthy in a slightly altered ver- 
sion of his usual chatter to 
visitor. 


WOR newspaper echo program is did a skilled straight to Vera Vague’s | 


moppet film player, guested on the | 


| 


the 
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Happy 
New Year 


THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 



































Affiliated 
with Loew’s theatres 
and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
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Chicago Office: 
360 North Michigan Ave. 
Room 902 
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+ modulation method now in use by ’ . . + 

ft A Meanie standard broadcast plants, sopsthes Benny s Title Gift BR 4 
' with less interference and distortion h, 
Bob Hawk, quizzer on the due to electrical noise and static. Hollywood, Dec. 26. iq 

‘Name Three’ show (Revelation) The technique is said to be particu- Jack Benny Xmas-gifted his | 

over Mutual asked a contestant | larly adaptable to various types of| writers, Bill Morrow and Ed BY 
- for three ways to keep water in | radio service clamoring for berths, Beloin, with all rights to the “4 
a sieve. The contestant wise- j| such as police and aircraft stations, title, ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ 8) 

cracked: Understood Paramount will Pi 





_ New Modulation Methods Up 
~for’ Hearings Feb. 28 in 
FCC Reply to Charge It Is 
Too Cautious Toward 
Radio Engineering 
Changes 


—_——_-—~ 


|viding badly needed 


‘The woman who sent that 
question in must be in an awful 
mess.’ 








two years on an experimental basis. 
Sponsors insist that it will open the 
door to a host of new stations, pro- 
service in 
numerous areas now dependent on 
only one station or for secondary 
signals from remote clear-channel 


KTUL AT ‘66’ MAN’S PARTY 


Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 26. 


KTUL ran lines to Bartlesville and 
picked up the ‘66’ birthday party 
which was tossed for Frank Phillips, 
head of the Phillips Petroleum Co. 
By attaching a large insignia banner 
to its mike KTUL got much camera 





have to make a deal with the 
scribes for use of the handle in 
the picture starring Benny. 








WRR’s Profit Pace 


Dallas, Dec. 26. 
WRR, municipally owned, scored 





attention in the newspaper pictures a net profit of $9,460 for the first two 


of the event that appeared the fol- | 
lowing day. News reels and Life 


months of the fiscal year. 


This 





Atlanta, Dec. 26. 

Denials have failed to stop talk 
in Atlanta that WSB will at some 
vague future date go to Columbia 
Broadcasting System as an affiliate, 
Transfer of ownership to interests 
dominated by one-time Democratic 
presidential nominee, James M. Cox 
will be consummated with the okay 
of the Federal Communications 


Commission, the okay being taken 
for granted. Much conversation 
persists, too, as to prospective 


cheered the city fathers no end. In- 


plants, Technical arguments are that 
the system provides greater services 
with low power than the amplitude 


mag also had men on the job. | cluded was net of $4,890 for Novem- 
Broadcast lasted 66 minutes and ber. 
was fed to other stations. ' 





MORE STATIONS? 
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Washington, Dec. 26. 

Eventual desertion of the standard 
broadcast band, with commercial sta- 
tions moving upstairs to the ultra- 
high frequencies for which unusual 
characteristics are claimed, appeared 
possibly nearer last week when the 
FCC called a hearing on the rela- 
tive advantages of frequency and 
amplitude modulation. Testimony 
also will be taken on a score of ap- 
plications now pending for permits 
to use the channels above 25,000 on 
a regular, as distinguished from ex- 
perimental, basis. 

The inquiry will be directed at the 
Armstrong system, which some ex- 
perts contend will outmode every ex- 
isting transmitter and receiver, pav- 
ing the way for unprecedented ex- 
pansion in the business. While regu- 
lar reports have been received con- 
cerning experimental operations by 
20 stations using frequency modula- 
tion, nothing resembling a real 
weighing of conflicting opinions has 


been attempted. ~-Recently, with 
Fortune magazine, among others, 
focusing attention on the subject, 


charges have been made that the 
Commish, with undue conservatism 
and fearing to injure present li- 
censees, has been regarding the 
Armstrong theory from an old fogey 
view-point. 

The informal! hearing, scheduled to 
be conducted before the full Com- 


Charles Jordan now managing. 


(Continued on page 30) 
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i mission and to open Feb. 28, is the ; 
' first direct step toward establishing 74 years musical experience ; 
a permanent policy toward both fre- is represented by Director 
quency and amplitude modulation. Cherniavsky, Co—Ordina- 
Until a course has been fixed, the ne agers sae ene 
| Commish will loosen up with special riteoaswad Phistage: ye 2827 i 
i authorizations. Pending the outcome special orchestrations in ae 
of the hearing, the regulators will the WLW Music Library. 
grant permission to carry out pro- 
grams of fundamental research not Y 
authorized in the past, providing rE 
; there is reason for expecting sub- usiCc q 
i stantial contributions toward the art, W L W . M 1 ¥ a h ualit j 
and permits to existing licensees to Like . lode star, the 8 q ¥ 
broaden their experiments with ad- - : - ‘ ° 
ditional stations on frequencies Library Facts of WLW music draws the appreciative ears of 
above 25,000 kc. 
| Proceeding Carefully millions. Maintaining this high standard re- 
: The Commish made it clear that Over 100,000 pieces of 
a permanent policy will be laid down music. ° “11: - : 
only after careful thought and quires more than brilliant presentation before 
thorough discussion. Among the 2,827 special orchestra- f d f 
matters to be considered are the . by WLW arrangers . “ 1, ae | vas und o 
patent situation (to avoid any pos- atid iii the microphone. Back of it is a vast : \ 
‘ sible monopoly), the frequency needs 16.252 stock orchestra- . p 
ad of all radio services, whether am- pene ~ musical literature—the WLW Music Library. 





plitude or frequency modulation or 
both should be used for other ser- 
vices than broadcasting, and the rel- 
ative value of the two systems. 
Great claims have been made for 
the Armstrong system, which has 
been allowed ether space for the past 
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1854 on. 


1884 on. 


over $250,000- 





4, 960 vocal arrangements. 


Popular tunes filed chron- 
ologically from the year 


Show tunes filed chron- 
ologically from the year 


One of the oldest libraries 
in Radio, valued at well 











radio station. 


Another ‘‘behind 


reason why they listen to— 


THE NATION’S 


most “‘ Merchandise-Able’”’ 


So carefully is it systematized and cross indexed, 
each of the 100,000 pieces is instantly available. 
Pride of the Station, this WLW Library of 


Music is surpassed by no other independent 
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BASKETBALL SOCK 
STUFF IN FT. WAYNE 


Ft. Wayne, Dec. 26. 
Four out of five WOWO-WGL 
‘basketball packages’ have been sold 
in the last two weeks. Perfection 


Biscuit bought the Allen county and 
state sectional tournament at Fort 
Wayne, and Peter Eckrich & Sons 
Packing Co., absent from the ‘com- 
mercial airlanes for over five years, 
took on the state semi-final and final 
tourneys, the former at Muncie and 
the latter at Indianapolis. Johnny 
Hackett and Neil Searles will cover 
the games in the series. 

Lincoln National Bank & Trust 
has bought out entire season of home 
games for city’s three public and one 
Catholic high schools. Two games 





urday nights. South Side high, 1938 
state champs, going strong again this 
year and are hiking local interest in 
contests to new heights. 








NEVADA 
GOES 
NBC! 


With KOH in Reno joining the 
National Broadcasting Com- 
pany on January Ist, Nevada 
goes NBC! For KOH is the 
only station in the state—and 
will be available to advertisers 
on either the Pacific Coast Red 
or Blue Network. 
Located at 1380 on the dial 
and operating on 500 watts, 
KOH—owned by McClatchy 
Newspapers— provides adver- 
tisers withstronglocal coverage 
of a market well worth reaching. 


P. S. KFBK, Sacramento, 
KWG, Stockton and KERN, 
Bakersfield, under the same 
management as KOH, have be- 
come a part of the NBC Pacific 
Coast Blue Networkasbasicsta- 
tions, and thus qualify for reg- 
ular Blue Network discounts. 
KF BK is one of the four highest 





powered stations on the Pacific 
Coast and winner of a 1939 Va- 


riety Showmanship Award. | 


NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


Louisiana: Final okay for a juice-bounce from 500 watts to 
1 kw for WJBO, Baton Rouge, was Commish Christmas pres- 
ent to the Baton Rouge Broadcasting Co., Ine., last Friday 
(22). No exceptions were filed to the previous findings of 
the F.C.C. and no request for oral argument was made 

Massachusetts: Amended application of W FER, Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc., Boston, for a night power jump 
from 1 to 5 kw and use of its present authority to employ 
a daytime antenna for both day and night operation granted 
by the Commish Wednesday (20) 

Minnesota: Nixing of the application of KROC, Rochester, 
for a change in operating assignment was proscribed be- 
cause of interference to the station which would result from 
WWJ, Mich., and doubtful increase in benefits to the present 
listening population of the transmitter. : 

Station, which now operates on 1310 ke with 250 watts, 
would not be able to enlarge its nighttime audience by more 
than 11,000 persons, if the plea for 1 kw days and 500 watts 
night were granted, Commish held. Request for a change 
from 1310 ke to the regional frequency of °20 would not be 
warranted under conditions where so littl improvement 
would occur—particularly where 14 outside transmitters ren- 
der service to the portion of Minnesota which KROC serves, 

Transmitter, licensed to the Southern Minnesota Broadcast- 
ing Co., recently received authority to jump its night power 


from 100 to 250 watts, Commish pointed out in its decision— 


|same power which it uses during the day. This enabled 


it to serve a larger population, it was contended, and a 
further jump to 500 watts at night would only result in 
limitation by WWJ to KROC’s 5 millivolt per meter contour, 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared on behalf of KROC. 

Nevada-California: Cogitation over the predicament of 
KOH, Reno, Nev., and KERN, Bakersfield, Calif., last week 
led to an order reshuffling assignments of the transmitters 

After weighing the joint request for more than six months, 
Commish decided to permit The Bee, Inc., licensee of KOH, 
to change froin 1380 ke with 600 watts to 630 ke with 1 kw, 
and to grant McClatchy Broadcasting Co., KERN ticket- 
holders, a switch from 1370 with 100 watts to 1380 with 1 kw. 

Arrangement was made after a finding that KOH 
would render a primary service to the area of Reno and 
Sparks, Nev.—replacing secondary service now received from 
KFI, Los Angeles. Approximately 27,100 listeners will be 
cut off from KFI through the process but these already 
have ‘an alternative source for the same program service 
as that of KFI’ through KPO, San Francisco, which is af- 
tililated with the same network as the Los Angeles transmit- 
ter. Also, KOH (which will lose 400 of its present night- 
time listeners through the change in assignment) will show 
a gross gain of 3,800—a fact which the Commish found ‘of 
great weight’ in granting the plea. 

Application of KERN was made contingent on the grant- 
ing of the KOH plea, so final decision in the Nevada case 
smoothed the way for a similar green-light for the California 
station. 

Slap on the wrist was administered in the KOH-KERN 
decision to two outside transmitters—KVOD, Denver, and 
KFI, Request of the Denver station that the Commish at 
least wait until action was taken upon fts plea for a juice- 
jump to 5 kw, because the F.C.C. was allegedly pledged to 
‘give first consideration to stations already existing on the 
various Class III channels who have expressed a desire and 
a willingness to increase their nighttime service,” was 
smacked down with a curt retort from the Government body 
that ‘nothing in our decisions or in the rules and regulations 
is cited in support of the words quoted. Nor in view of the 
provisions of the Communications Act, can the claim to such 
a position of priority be defended.’ 

KFI fared hardly better when Commish reminded Earle 
C. Anthony, licensee of the Los Angeles station, that his 
complaint that no public need was shown for additional 
service in the Bakersfield area was not upheld by facts. 
Only other station presently rendering ‘programs of local 
interest’ to Bakersfield is KMPC, the Los Angeles intervenor 
was told. 

Frank D. Scott appeared for both applicants, with Louis 
G. Caldwell, Reed T. Tolle and Percy H. Russell, Jr., plug- 
ging for KFI, 

Puerte Rico: New station, to be operated on 1340 ke with 
1 kw, was okayed last week in a final order from the Com- 
mish. Additional information filed by applicant, Porto-Rican 
American Broadcasting Co., Inc., of Ponce, has met ‘issues 
specified by the Commission’ and the regulators now are 
able to find the request in the public Interest, convenience 
and necessity. 

Tennessee: Change of frequency and boost in wattage for 
WAPO, Chattanooga, received final okay last Friday (22). 
Switch from 1420 to 1120 ke and power jump from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, until local sunset, to 1120 ke with 
500 watts nights, 1 kw days, unlimited, was given the go- 
ahead signal in a final order stamped Friday (22). 

Virginia: Build-up from 1500 kc, with 100 watts, to 590 ko 
with 1 kw was tentatively okayed by the Commish for WRTD, 
Times Dispatch Radio Corp., on a finding that the station 
would render primary service to approximately 241,900 addi- 

ional listeners during the daytime and serve the entire 
city with a signal of 25 millivolts per meter—‘or better’—at 
night. 

Listeners in the area will receive programs of NBC’ 
Network under the new regime, and others not now 
able from any existing station, ‘Substantial benefits’ were 
seen by the Commish, although WEEI, Boston, will limit 
WRTD to its approximate 6 m/vm contour at night. Under 
the proposed new assignment the Richmond transmitter 
would be classified as a Class III-B station, normally ex- 
pected to render primary service to the 4 m/vm contour at 


MINOR DECISIONS 


s Blue 
aVall- 





A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present license further ex- 
tended temporarily until Feb. 1, 1940, pending action on re- 
newal application; KFQD, Anchorage Radio Club, Inc., An- 





chorage, license further extended temporarily until Feb. 1,/ eral Communications 
1940, pending action on regular renewal application. 


Arizona: KWJB, 
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F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Wewwwwwerer. +... 2... eaaad PHHSSOSOHS 


Washington, Dec. 26 
Another batch of radio attorneyg 
admitted to practice before the Fed. 
Commission 
approved last week. Swelling the 


+ 


Globe, present license extended temporar- 


ia. 4 : p f —— 
ily for a period of three months; KCRJ, Jerome, granted ex- list to a point where natives are 


tension of license 


on temporary basis only, pending deter- | Wondering whether all lawyers spe. 


mination on renewal application, in no event later than Feb cialize in broadcast matters, were: 


1, 1940; KTUC, Tucson Motor Service Co., Tucson, granted 
nicht power jump from 100 to 250 watts 


California: K XO, 


ent license extended temporarily for three months only, sub-| Manuel Morse, Worcester, 


ject to Commish 


KVCV, Golden Empire Broadcasting Co., Redding, granted 
power increase from 100 to 250 watts, 


Florida: Wi°TM, 
power from 100 to 


Co., St. Petersburg, granted increase in night power from 


100 to 250 watts; 
granted temporary 


Vincent Garvin Hart, New York; 
E. R. Irey, F. M. Bowles, El Centro, pres- Herbert S. Miller, Middletown, Ohio; 
Mass.,; 
action on pending renewal application; | Joseph Thomas Murphy, Philadele 
phia; William R. Seaton, Detroit; 
Fort Meyers, granted Increase in night| Henry B. Walker, Jr., Evansville, 
250 watts; WTSP, Pinellas Broadcasting | Ind.; and Bolling R. Powell, Jr., 
. Smit n er , 

WMFJ, W. Wright Escn, Daytona Beach, Se ve m . ._s ne R. Young 
extension of license until Feb. 1, 1940, all o ashington, : . 











pending Commish action on renewal application (also granted | ————— ~ —— 


power boost from 100 to 250 watts). 


Hawali: KGML, 


1 to 5 kw and change in name of station from Honolulu 


Broadcasting Co., 
Ltd. 


Massachusetts: WLLH, Lowell, present license extended 
temporarily only to Feb. 1, 1940, pending determination on 


pending renewal; 
night power from 


Corp., Holyoke, Commish set aside its decision of Dec. 23, 
1938, in so far as it denies the application of the Hampden- 
Hampshire Corp. for the use of 1240 ke with 1 kw days, 500 
dismissed petition for rehearing in re this ap- 


plication and granted petition only in so far as it request 
the Commish to acc 


watts nights; 


so as tu seek the use of the frequency 


instead of 1240 ke 


cense temporarily 


1 to 5 kw. 


Nebraska: KGKY, Scottsbluff, granted temporary extension 
of license to Feb. 1, 


tion for regular renewal. 


New Mexieo; KLAH, Carlsbad, granted night power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts. 


North Carolina: 


Watts; WMER, High Point, granted extension of license tem- 
porarily to Feb. 1, 
renewal application 

Oklahoma: KHBG, Okmulgee, granted increase in power 
and time of operation from 100 watts days only to 250 watts 


unlimited 


Oregon: KOIN, Portland, granted night power jump from 


1 to 5 kw 


Utah: KUTA, Salt Lake City, granted power boost from 


100 to 250 watts; 


tended special tempovary authorization to Leland M. Perry, 


Surviving partner 


operate KSUB from Jan, 1 to Feb. 1, 1940, on a temporary 


basis only, subject 


with 1 kw days, 500 watts nights, 

Michigan: WMBcC, EK. J, Hunt, Detroit, 
te transfer control of Michigan Broadcasting Co., lHcensee 
(representing 1,648 shares, or 62% 
capital stock of licensee corp.) from EK. J. Hunt to John L, 
Booth, for a consideration of $125,000. 

Mississippi: WEFOR, Hattiesburg, granted extension of H- 
until Feb. 1, 1940, pending determination 
on application for renewal. 

Missouri: WDAF, 





Honolulu, grartted night power jump from 


Ltd., to Hawailan Broadcasting System, 


WoOcCR, Yarmouth, granted tncrease in 
100 to 250 watts; Hampden-Hampshire 


ept amendment of application B1-P-1701 
1370 ke with 250 watts, 


granted authority 


of issued and outstanding 


Kansas City, granted power jump from 


1940, pending determination on applica- 





Granted power jump from 100 to 3250 


1940, pending determination on regular 


KSUB, Leland M. Perry, Cedar City, ex- 


CANADAS 


of Johnson & Perry, a partnership, to 


to whatever action may be taken upon|§ wr j hs E ed I 
any formal application for regular authorization that may 


be submitted with 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: KYCA, 


station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts 
Arkansas: KOTN, Pine Bluff, jump power from 100 te 250 


wait 


Colorado: KVOD 


Connecticut: WELI, New Haven, boost power from 2560 CFCF, the Voice of Canada’s Metro- 
watts nights, 600 watts days to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days: politan market. Over ONE MILLION 
WTHT, Hartford ‘Times, Inc., Hartford, increase night power people in Greater Montreal are either 
from 100 to 250 watts |f English or Bilingual and regularly 

Georgia: WSB-WEGG Atlanta Journal Co.. Atlanta. au- tune te CFCF for the best = = 
thority to transfer control of corporation from James R entertainment and the lates _— 
ers “_ Gray, Mrs — R hing a e beech CFCF Will Bulld Sales for You 

rumby, Frances Gray Yankey, Mary nman -earce Smylie, —_ . = 
Jennie Gray Pearce, John A. Brice to James M. Cox, Spring- OFCF and Short Wave orox 


fleld Newspapers, Inc., and the Evening News Publishing Co 


Tilinoisa: WGES, 


to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, change hours of operation CANADIAN MARCONI 


from sharing with 


(contingent on WSBT going to 930 kc); WMBI, Moody Bible COMPANY 


Institute of Chi 
from 1 


with 


Iowa: KVYFD, Fort Dodge, new station to be operated on 


250 watts Ne NS ee 
KI BI, : 


1370 ke with 
Kansas: 
W hita, change p 


limited to 5 kw at sunset KNX (Los Angeles) and 1 kw 
ther fter The KAW Valley 


n 


Massachusetts: WCOP, Boston, 


crease power from 


mited, sharin 


ago, Chicago hange hours of operat 1 NBC Affiliate 
g with WCBD, Chicago (contingent on 
; ' Representatives: 
frequency) Stephenson, Edge & Kors "s 


i 
WCBD going to new 


Jacksonville, new station to be operated on 1150 
250 watts, days 


ition to be operated on 1500 } with 250 watts 


P, change hours of operation | ( ; ¢ ; 
from days to unlimited, using 500 watts + 


respect to the station. 


MARKET 


Washington, Deo. 86 
Southwest Broadcasting Co., Prescott, new | 


Califoraia: KTMS, News-Press Publishing Co., Santa Bar- ' 


bara, increase power from 600 watts to 1 kw. 


Put your sales message over quickly, 
Denver, jump juice from 1 to 8 kw, 


economically and successfully by using 


owned and operated by 
Chicago, increase power from 600 watts 


WSBT, South Bend, Ind., to unlimited 


11 k CANADA U.S.A. 
only All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Compaay 








Farmers & Bankers Broadcasting Corp., 
ver and hours of operation from $6 kw 


Mroadcasting Co., Inc Topeka, 


Michigan: WELL, Enquirer-News Co., Battle Oreek, in- / 4 1 ] 
e 100 to 250 watts. C sh 
New Mexico: KAWN, A. W. Mills, Gallup, Lt 3S : 


power from 100 to 250 watts; KWEW, W. EB. Whitmore, | 


Hobbs, change 
North Carolina: 


increase night | 


hours of operation from days to unlimited 
Ralph M. Lambeth, Greensboro, new ata- | ye \ 
tion to be operated on 1380 ke with 


North Dakota: KGCT Mandan, 


500 watts, days only. 


- increase power from 350 x 
watts to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days 





* 








SEASON'S GREETINGS 








WAGA, which 





PRODUCER and 


COMMENTATOR 











EXCLUSIVE WITH 


WARD WHEELOCK COMPANY 


———- 























WSB Rumors 


Continued from page 29. 








| changes of personnel at WSB and 
is also affected 
| through a 40% ownership held by 
| the Atlanta Journal, which operates 
both WSB and WAGA. 


| 
| CBS is known to have coveted 
| WSB as an affiliate for years and is 
; also known to have been fully in- 


formed of the WSB sale to Cox well 
| before NBC itself was. A high Jour- 
nal executive has 
;to NBC that WSB will stick with 
NBC under its contract but his ap- 
| parent failure to inform NBC of the 
|pending sale and the principal in- 
volved has caused insiders to specu- 
late if there is not some escape 
clause. Cox now has WIOD, Miami, 
an NBC affiliation, but his WHIO, 
Dayton, once NBC, is now CBS. 
Constitution’s Yen 


Another local report is that the 
Atlanta Constitution, morning paper, | 
| would like to get WAGA and the) 
'red link. Should CBS bag WSB the 
WGST affiliation would be blue or 


8iven assurance 


ici y ¢ise as WATL operated by Maurice 


Coleman goes Mutual in mid-Janu- 
ary. At the moment WGST is sans 
a manager, W. H. Summerville hay- 


ing gone to WWL, New Orleans. 


DRI 














«i By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE — 
[AUGHTER EARS ano H{EART-THROBS 


0 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 “*/100 °/« pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:18 to 12:30 P. M. EST 
bi IN. ‘ COAST TO COAST 





Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 
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Blackout on Long Commercials 
While Cash Customers Are Present 


— 








By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 


Louisville, Dec, 26. 

‘Kentucky Play Party’ which occu- 
pies the 2,400-seat National theatre 
every Saturday night (admission 27c 
and 4lc) has a significant policy 
when the various long-winded com- 
mercial blurbs on behalf of Con- 
solidated Drug Products are inter- 
mittently injected by Randy Blake 
into the proceedings. Auspices fore- 
stall restlessness or resentment 
among those who paid to come in by 
remote controlling the advertising 
from the wings and covering the 

eriod with fill-in entertainment not 
beard over the air. 

A typical made-to-order entertain- 
ment for the buyers of Peruna, 
Kolor-bak and Zymole Trokeys the 
hillbilly rodeo begins at 8 p.m. with 
six pit musicians doing a marathon 
overture under the leadership of 
Louisville's woman maestro, Elsie 
Weber. Radio part of the evening 
hits the air via WHAS at 9:15 and 
runs until 10 p.m. 

Buddy Brock, youthful m.c. paces 
the show nicely, and works in sev- lover WBZ-WBZA. 


eral comedy routines. Rural fun} ' 
permeates the entire proceedings, stam based on her hobby of col- 


Flashes from Boston 











Boston, Dec. 26. 

Gene Krupa, appearing with band 
at the Southland, guested on WORL’s 
920 Club Friday, when a program of 
his own recordings was played. Club 
will hold a Christmas party at the 
Southland when Krupa will beat it 
out. 

WBZ song team, the Smarties, 
played a four-day engagement at 
RKO Boston vaudeville last week. 
Quartet consists of Donna Wood, 
George J. Jackson, Jr., Edward T. 
Jones and James B. O’Brien. 


Gene and Glen went off WBZ 
three days last week when Gene 
Carroll was hit with laryngitis. 

William Lundigan of films, visited 





sales manager, last week. 
Evelyn Thomas, telephone opera- 
tor at Doremus agency, broadcast 


| 
| 





Yuletide pro- | 





Chicago, Dec. 26. 

Bob Becker, who does a week- 
ly NBC Dog Chat for Red Heart 
dog food, has a sound effects man 
who as part of the broadcast 
barks out an _ understandable 
message so realistically that a 
woman listener wrote in to say 
that she recognized the bark 
as that of a particular breed of 
dog. She then asked what the 
charge would be to mate the 
animal with a female of the same 
species that she owned. 

Her idea was that it might be 
possible to breed a line of talk- 
ing dogs with great commercial 
possibilities. 


GEN. MILLS-WHITE STAR 
RENEW DET. BASEBALL 


Detroit, Dec. 26. 
White Star Refining and General 
Mills signed last week to bank- 











friend Kingsley F. Horton, WEEI roll broadcasts of the Detroit Tiger 


baseball games at home and away in 
1940. Mobilgas and Wheaties also 
split sponsorship of last season’s 
roadcasts. 
Although several details are yet to 


Guffaws are scored by the antics of | lecting Christmas fads and fancies | be worked out, it’s believed both 


Sally and the Coon Hunter, and vari- | around the world. 
ous other rustic comics. Blacked out 
teeth and jumbo freckles are much 
in evidence, and even a ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ idea is worked, with the 
Coon Hunter firing a pistol and 
racing through the aisles and back 
to the stage. 

Plenty of guitar plunkers, 





St. Louis, Dec. 26. 


bass 'over KMOX. 


| 


WJ and WXYZ’ state network will 
carry the games as heretofore. Ty 
Tyson would supply play-by-play 


Union Electric Back on KMOX | accounts for Detroit fans, with Harry 


Heilman miking to the Michigan 


Union Electric Co. of Missouri will| web. Sponsors will probably again 
' resume ‘The Land We Live In’ series | alternate as they did last season, 
Shirley Seifert will! with Wheaties 


being plugged on 


slappers, and nasal warblers alter- | write the programs to be produced WWJ and Mobilgas on MRN one day 
nate at the mike, the smoothest of under the direction of Arthur Casey. | and vice versa next day. 


which were Sunshine Sue and her. 
Rock Creek Rangers, and Gordon | 


| 








—SES——— 


FCC Delays Until May 1 Denial 
Of Stations’ Right to Sell 
Any Extra Experimental’ Time 


Washington, Dec. 26. ley plant was using 500 kw. Com- 
Enforcement of the rule which| Plaints were heard that the FCC was 
would end several important syn- | giving WLW favored treatment and 
chronization experiments has been | Special privileges, besides following a 
deferred by the Federal Communica- | Course contrary to the underlying 
tions Commission for four months.| Principles of the Communication Act 
The latest date of effectiveness is May | 22d the expectation of Congress. In 
1. The rule, adopted last spring,| theory, the special authorizations 
is primed to make inoperative the | Were to permit some unusual opera- 
FCC’s special authorization which| tion which might produce informa- 
has made it possible for the experi-| tion advancing the art of radio, not 
‘menting stations to sell the addi-| to fill the pocketbooks of the ‘ex- 
tional time provided through such | Perimenters.’ 
experiments. When the rule becomes effective, 
The suspended rule stipulates that | it is expected to end the synchron- 
‘in case a special experimental au- | ization stunts, which are regarded by 
thorization permits additional hours | ™@any engineers as of dubious value. 
of operation, no licensee shall trans-| For with revenues shut off, there 
mit any commercial or sponsored would be little reason to keep step 














programs or make any commercial with other stations just in order 
announcements during such time of | tO be able to spray programs beyond 
operation.’ It would not shut down | ®Ormal hours, 

the transmitters, but would have a| Among the plants with a direct 
very serious affect on their income, | Stake in the rule are WBBM, Chi- 
inasmuch as most of the special au- | C480; WTIC, Hartford; WBAL, Balti- 
thorizations cover night-time opera- | more: WWL, New Orleans; KTHS, 
tions, and would deprive networks | Hot Springs; KRLD, Dallas; KFAB, 
of outlets in several leading mar-| rt —— aa ti? —~ 
kets after dark. ingham; , Portland, Ore. an 

Adoption of the rule came over | KOB, Albuquerque, 

strong protests but was brought about 
to large extent by criticism from Allan Jackson, former announcer 
Capitol Hill. It was aimed primarily | with WHAS, Louisville, added to 
at WLW, Cincinnati, when the Cros-' staff of Texas State Network. 

















and Betty Sizemore. Sunshine Sue | 
has a mellow set of pipes, and she’s | 
ably backed instrumentally by three 
personable young chaps. 
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* Re: Christmas Bonus ; 
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Situation in K. C. ud 

Kansas City, Dec. 26. | 

Radio biz at end of 1939 looking | 
up over that of 1938 as evidenced by | 
bonuses and payroll increases at sev- 
eral stations. KMBC under Arthur 
Church passed out bonuses Christ- | 
every employee, | 





| 





mas week to 
amounts being based on term of | 
service and amount of salary. In 


most cases it approximated a week’s 
salary. Bonuses have been policy 
nere before, but 1938 was a missout | 
year. 

KCMO announced a wage increase | 
for every employee effective Dec. 1. 
Jack Stewart, g.m., stated that the 
increases average 15% to 25% per 
person. New salary scale also in- 
cluded considerable realignment as | 
to basis for pay with amount of in-'| 
crease dependent upon both service | 
and responsibility. 

WHB eliminated the 10% wage re- 
duction which has been in effect past | 
year. This amounted to a virtual in- | 
crease to all hands, and a fin was | 
handed to each of the roster of about | 
50 employees Xmas week. 

WDAF, the Kansas City Star sta- 
tion, like the Star, is operated by 
employees on profit sharing basis. 

aa | 
WJR’s $25,000 Melon | 
Detroit, Dec. 26. | 

Following custom of several years’ 
standing, WJR passed out bonuses, 
amounting to 10% of annual salaries, | 
to all employees at station’s annual 
Christmas party last Wednesday (20) 


in Recess Club. Bonus figured to 
have cost WJR about $25,000. 
Station recorded all spot and 
stand-bys for use over ozone while 
Party was on, thereby enabling every 
employee, except one engineer at 


control board and one at transmitter, | 
to attend fete. 


Leighton-Nelson’'s 10% 
Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 26. 
For the fourth 


consecutive year | 
Leighton & Nelson agency dis- 


tributed a 10% Christmas bonus to 
employees, 
WHAS Slices Big One 
Louisville, Dec. 26. 
Employees of Courier-Journal and 
Times, as well as WHAS, were re- 
Cipients of 6% Christmas bonus from 
Publisher Harry Bingham. In ad- 
dition to employees of the station 
and newspapers, entire staff of the 
affiliated Standard Gravure Corp. 
will participate in the bonus. 
Some 1,000 employees eligible. 
argest Christmas melon ever dis- 
tributed by the newspapers. 

San Antonio, Dec. 26. 
employees of WOAI here 
given a Christmas bonus. | 
Amount not reported. , 





All 


were 





the 6:00-6:45 a. m. time in pa , 
three-quarter hour period is recommended—and av | 1 
who ae to see rural sales swell in the Denver-Rocky Mouutain area. 


THE POWER TO DO 


Who starts spinning dials so early? A goodly t 
urbanites in KLZ’s regular day-time listening area begin their day with 
KLZ’s Early Risers’ Club exercises and KLZ’s breakfast time tunes. 

th are 829,000 rural folk i 
aime Kit has educated these folk to start their day off by fol- 
her forecasts and direct-from-the-stock- 


i i st reports, weat . . 
lowing its market repo caning sastadies. 


yards broadcasts ... and to breakfast to KLZ’s early m 


@ KLZ jumps out of bed at six in the morning, eyes wide open and with 
a vigor that shows no sign of sluggishness. 


Take the 6 a. m. KLZ show that pulled more than 1,600 pieces of 
mail in two days! Take the three-month KA 
total mail response came from programs aired before 8:45 a m.! It is 
difficult to imagine any time comman 
than these early morning hours over KLZ. 


ifi m planning for its rural listeners, KLZ has turned 
a. tee “ farm block to sell merchandise. This 
ailable—to sponsors 


h KLZ mail count. 39% of the 


ding a greater listener attention 


part of the 629,000 


n this section who get up with the 


se 


EARLY MORNING Mtscl: ; 


KLZ’s Early Risers’ Club, conducted 
by Walter L. Hakanson, physical di- 
rector of Denvers Y. M. C. A., is 
a popular KLZ early motning feature. 
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On the Upbeat 











' 
Skippy Martin, Charlie Barnet sax , Nordstrand was once a Kemp piano 


tooter dropped in the street in Bos- player. 
ton last week, where the band was 
playing, with a burst appendix. In 
Beth Israel Hospital there. Okay 
pow. 





-— 


Laing starts a season run 
Hull, 


Jimmy 
at the Glenlea Country Club, 
| Quebec, Jan. 5. 

Linda Keene exited from vocalist | 
gpot with Lennie Hayton. Scheduled 














. : ioe CBS's ‘Young Man With a Band’ 
to step in with Tony Pastor’s new 3.0. Jan. 19. 
outfit. 
Ted Fio-Rito’s nag, Ted’s Clover, 


Emil Coleman leaves Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel, N. Y., Jan. 3, to shift to 
the still uncompleted Ciro’s in Holly- 
wood middle January. Plays several 
dates on way out. 


expected to run in the Santa Anita 
Handicap this year. 





Larry Clinton orchestra will be on 
the air almost eight solid hours this 
week. Did ‘Show of Week’ on WOR 
Sunday (24), own Sensation com- 
mercial finale, and about 14 sustain- 
ing shots from Meadowbrook. 








Mike Reilly and Ed Farley, writers 
of the yesteryear novelty ‘Music 
Goes Round’ when they were co- 
leaders of a band, building another 
outfit, currently in rehearsal. 








Wanda and Her Escorts, strolling 
fivesome out of Pittsburgh, into Ho- 
tel Willard, Toledo, for an indefinite 
istay after a run at Ritz-Carlton in 
Atlantic City. 


Edward Wittstein outfit plays St. | 
Cecelia at Charleston, S. C., for sixth 
straight year. Date is split into two 
separate days, Jan. 11-25. 








Larry Clinton band shifts to the staff orch set for New Year's Eve 
Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, for! ball of Pi Lambda Phi fraternity’s 
four weeks Jan. 18. It’s his first date | annual convention at Schenley Ho- 
in that city, Clinton never having | tel, Pittsburgh. 
played that far south or so far west. 








Howdy Baum band set as house | 

Tommy Martin of General Amuse- | Crew at Senator theatre, Pittsburgh, 
ment conducted and supplied talent | for two weeks with options. c 
for “~ for Post Graduate Hos- | resumed stage shows Monday (25). 
pital, N. Y., last week. 








Herman Middleman, with Janet 
Bob Chester plays Davidson Col- | Heller doing the vocals, went back 


lege Feb. 2-3. Price, $1,750. 





reopened as the Yacht Club over 
C. A. Van Nordstrand now road, week-end. 
managing Hal Kemp’s band re- 
placing John Peterson who shifted 
to same spot with Bobby Parks. Van 








Shep Fields set for flock of one- 
nighters and split-week stands in 


Will Bradley band does a shot on 


Maurice Spitalny and his KDKA | 


House | 


into Show Boat, Pittsburgh, when it | 





| 








paRADE 
OF HITS : 

















The Hit Of The Week! 


AT THE BALALAIKA 











| The Two Top — 
from Koy Kyser's RKO-Radio Aim, 
. e Wrong 


“That's Right -You' r 
The 1940 Novelty Hit! 


THE LITTLE RED FOX 


(N'Yo N'Ya Ya — Catch Me) 


Walter apr Greatest Ballad 


mm FIT TO BE TIED 














Nick Kenny's New Song Hit 


P RAIL 


By the writers of — in The Sky” 


4 
4 
a 
4 
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~ 
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Packed With — Appeal 


GOTTA GET HOME 


An Unusually joniaioe Ballad 


CRAZY LITTLE DREAM 











“1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 





MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 
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youn Pa., Ohio and W. Va., by 
Joe Hiller for CRA. 





Rube Wolf’s orchestra returned to 
the Paramount theatre in L. A. 

Will Osborne pencilled into Sena- 
tor theatre, Pittsburgh, week of 
Jan. 5. 

Nick Stuart has replaced Jimmy 
Joy at Plantation Palm Club, Dal- 
las. 





Don Bestor due Jan. 6 for ten 
nights in Baker Hotel’s Mural Room, 





| Dallas. 
| Richard Blake, singer, joined 
Lloyd Snyder band at El Tivoli, Dal- 


las. 





Layton Bailey in at Blackstone, 


Fort Worth. 





Johnny Burkarth playing holiday 
season stand at Casino Park, Fort 
Worth. 


FEFFSFHFFOFSFFOOPOPEOOO OOS 


TAC Swing Sesh 


Second annual Theatre Arts Com- 
mittee benefit encompassing ‘Spirit- 
uals to Swing’ was given Sunday 
night (24) at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
Extensive line-up of talent clicked 
with well filled house, but the pres- 
overs ition suffered from the parlor 
style of handling a Carnegie Hall 
| affair. Sterling Brown, of the fac- 
ulty of Howard University, Washing- 
i ton, D. C., Negro school, 
troes, he being introduced at the 
outset by John Hammond, of Colum- | 
bia Records and lil white father of 
ithe boogie-woogie hotcha cult. 


| Brown made a short talk before 
the show got underway, 
the purposes of TAC and going on 
to touch on the race prejudice an- 
gle, reviewing quickly the Marion 
Anderson-Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution case, 
|son was barred from singing at a 
| Capital affair). Lyrically expressive 
|of same theme were a number of 
the tunes used by several 
spiritual vocalists. 
of the early life 
negro, including notes on the slave 
trade from Africa, from whence 
came the colored interpreter of mod- 
“ hot jazz. 
| Presentation didn't exactly 
' the title formula but rather mixed | 
| spiritualis ts and exponents of swing. 





Brown also told 


| Benny Goodman sextette which did 


| three tunes, ‘Flying Home,’ ‘Hon- 
lestly,, and ‘I've Got Rhythm’ and 
two encores, ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ and 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy,’ on demand. 
Acts were all solidly appreciated, 
by a swing-wise congregation. 
On tap also was the ‘Golden 
| Gate Quartet,’ a group of spirit- 
| ualists using brisk, synccw#ated, 
folk tunes, their work bespeaking 
discipline, detail and extensive re- 
hearsals. Sister Tharpe has been re- 
viewed several times while at the 
Cotton Club, N. Y., and is currently 
at the Apollo theatre, N. Y. The 
three Boogie Woogie pianists cur- 
rently at the swing den, Cafe Society, 
|did their stuff. Then Sonny Terry 
| and Bull City Red, former an un- 


assisting him on 
board, entertained. 
Jimmie Johnson, pianist for the 
| late Bessie Smith, contributed 
|several selections solo then worked | 
| with Joe Sullivan, white pianist who 
now has a mixed band at the Cafe 


a kitchen wash- 





Society; Big Bill, singer-guitarist 
from Arkansas injected neat hu- 
mor with original tunes: and Ida 


Cox, contemporary blues singer of 
the above mentioned Bessie Smith. 
She's also at the Cafe Society. Ham- 
mondesque is the word for the 
whole repertory. 

In addition to Goodman's group 
the Count Basie orchestra was on 
tap. Parts of his outfit played as the 
Kansas City Six and K. C. Seven. 
His entire band was used later to 
good effect and for a finale out- 
standing men from the Goodman and 
Basie groups sounded off to round 
out the program s lidly. 

It’s reported the layout enriched 
TAC with a gross of $4,000-4,500. 

Wood. 











did the in- |] 


explaining | 


(Miss Ander- | 


| Perhaps the healthiest click was the | 


FHFHESH+SHSESOFESOOOOOOOS Monday 
| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m, 


of the} 


of the American | 


follow | 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





(Week ending Dec. 22, 1939) 
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~ Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A i. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
BC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
through Sunday (Dec. 18-24). Total represents accumulated 
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denotes film song, t legit, all others are pop. 
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| usual blind harmonica player, latter | 








Lincoln Ballroom Change 


Lincoln, Dec. 26. 
As 5.000 Xmas Gifts R. L. Ferguson assumes full cone 
o] of King’s Ballroom here (1) and 


who has operated it for 
is out. Latter will prove 
the band booking biz. 

located at the Capitol 


As Ballroom Runs Short "= 


bees years, 
E ably go into 
Golden Gate perm N. Y., is-| Spot is 


the sole 





sued rainchecks for Christmas pres- 
ents Sunday night (24) after the spot 
had exhausted its supply of 5,000 
tinsel-packed giveaways. The rain- 
check holders will get their belated 
gifts at the end of this week. 


The opposition spot in Harlem, the 


Beach, amusement park here 
Ferguson-owned. J. 
slated to manage the 
spot, which will close during Lent for 
an interior redecorating, and a bow 
later with the opening of the park. 
Biz has been off at the spot for some- 


which is also 
Clair Lanning is 


| mas premium idea. The Golden Gate | 


Savoy, had Glenn Miller booked fof time. 
the evening and to offset this situa- 
tion the Golden Gate used the Christ- | 








YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY’S REQUEST 


HINE 


opened several weeks ago and it’s 
| been battling with the Savoy ever 
since for patronage. The Savoy’s ace | 
has been top band names. 


The Band Business 


Mobile, Ala., Dec. 26. 


Tough luck dogged Satie Waerd- 
law during his one-night stand in 
Mobile a week ago last Saturday 
(16). After drawing less than 300 
persons at Fort Whiting auditorium, 
the bandleader found on getting back 
to his auto that a window had been 
broken and two tuxedos stolen. In 
addition to the band there was a va- 
riety bill with admish set at 75c. 

The local national guard unit 
which promoted the event had previ- 
ously booked such bands as Jan Gar- 
ber and Russ Morgan in the armory. 








ALONE 


Featured in the Paramount 
Film, THE GREAT VICTOR 
HERBERT, with Allan Jones 
and Mary Martin. 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


RCA Building New York 














THE FIRST BIG HIT FOR 1940 


CAREL 


HRVING: SEREMY, 


Inc. 799 Seventh Ave., New York, 
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Westchester Site for New Ballroom 
~ By Tommy Dorsey-Frank Dailey 





Frank Dailey, owner of the pres- 
ent Meadowbrook, name band spot 
at Cedar Grove, N.. a0 and Tommy 
Dorsey will be partners in the con- 
struction and operation of a similar 
dancery to be erected somewhere in 
Westchester County above New 
York City. Location is not definitely 
set, neither is the date for the start 
of construction. Spot will use name 
pands and probably will be opened 
py Dorscy’s outfit. According to 
Dailey it will be an entirely new 
puilding not a reconstruction job. 
Dailey conferred with Dorsey | in 
Chicago last week at which time 
plans were completed. Latter’s band 
completes a stand at the Palmer 
House there Jan. 3. 

Rumors which had been floating 
around recently that such a project 
was contemplated were correct, 
Dailey explained, adding that a site 
had been picked along one of the 
parkways, but the authorities who 
govern those roadways refused to 
puild a parkway exit convenient to 
the site. Would have meant that 
motorist patrons would have been 
forced to use a roundabout path to 
gain access. 

MCA Moves In 

Dorsey’s outfit goes into the old 
Meadowbrook Feb. 20, the first Mu- 
sic Corp. of America band to go into 
the spot in some time, on a direct 
booking. However, a deal is in the 
works to put Gene Krupa, another 
MCA outfit in on Jan. 30. General 
Amusement up to now has had an 
exclusive hold on bookings and are 
still first, said Dailey. Obvious rea- 
son then for the MCA cut-in is that 
GAC has exhausted its band list 
there, some of which have been in 
Meadowbrook two or more times in 
the past year and a half. It’s a 
coveted build-up stand due to its 
many radio wires, which often reach 
as high as 15 weekly. There’s no 
musician’s pickup tax for wires 
emanating from Meadowbrook al- 
though the Newark iocal tried to set 
such a rule recently. 

Being a partner in the new project 
will give Dorsey a look-in on sev- 
eral ends of the business. He re- 


cently acquired the Milton H. Weil | 


Music catalog, operating currently 
under the title Sun Music. 
he is supposed to have become a 
band manager, signing Johnny Long 


and Dick Barrie, and also bought | 


himself a piece of Barney Rapp’s 
nitery in Cincinnati as a buildup 
stand for his properties. This deal 
with Dailey may affect that. 


The newest counterpart of Mead- | 


owbrook will undoubtedly furnish 


competition for Murray’s, Tuckahoe, | 


N. Y., a MCA buildup spot with the 
current Tommy Tucker band draw- 
ing 12-14 wires weekly, and Glen 
Island Casino, which operates during 
the summer months only. 


PHILLY’S BILL SMITH 
STRAIGHTENED OUT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

William Smith, head of the United 
Orchestra Service, band  bookers, 
Was reinstated in the good graces of 
the Musicians Union and granted a 
band-bookers franchise, at a hearing 
at Local 77's headquarters on Sat- 
urday. Smith, who was blacklisted 
for more than three months, because 
of alleged scale-chiseling, promised 
to adhere to union rates and work- 
ing conditions, union officials said. 
Smith will now be granted a state 
booking license, which was refused 
him by state agents until he straight- 
ened out his difficulties with the Mu- 
Siclans Union. 

The State Department of Labor 
and Industry had threatened to pros- 
®cute Smith on charges of booking 
acts without a license but agreed to 
drop the charges when he applied 
the a permit. He had been put on 

€ taboo list by the AFM after com- 
plaints he had booked a local band 
°N a one-nighter tour below scale. 








Molinari Here for NBC 


Bernardino Molinari, Italian con- 
ee arrived on the Conte de Sa- 
pe or a series of five concerts 
8uest conductor of the NBC Sym- 
Molt Orchestra beginning Jan. 6. 

ari conducts and directs the 

Wusteo concerts in Rome. 

Hun 0 aboard was Joseph Szigeti, 
“i Ann violinist, here for his an- 
Best d merican tour beginning in 
Syn 28 soloist with the Boston 
Symphony, 


Recently | 


+ 





INDIGO DISCS 


Established Recording Companies 
Deplore Newcomer’s Output 











Recording biz is looking askance 
at the U. S. Record Co.’s series of 
| double entendre platters. Starting 
| with Johnny Messner’s ‘She Had to 
Go and Lose It at the Astor,’ the 
‘outfit has followed up with ‘Rob- 
‘ert the Roue,’ from the legit 
'‘Streets of Paris’; ‘Three Little 
Maids from Paree,’ ‘Don’t Give Me 
'No Goose for Christmas,’ and ‘Float- 
|ing Kidney.’ Sequel to Messner’s 
‘Astor’ has also been issued. 

Such platters are coin machine 
fodder and U. S.’s idea in turning ’em 
/ out is to put the company into those 


| outlets, and otherwise gain attention | 


|it would be unable to get due to 
present lack of talent. Opposition 
|recorders deem the setup a bad re- 
‘flection on the record business and 
‘something to be deplored. 





Mercer & Morris Buy 
Melrose Catalog; Job 





Mercer & Morris has acquired the 





{ported price of $75,000. George 
Simon, principal owner of Melrose, 
joins the M & M interests as gen- 
eral manager of both Melrose and 
Mercer & Morris. The two firms 
| will after Jan. 1 be quartered in the 
same offices but their separate iden- 
tities will be maintained. Melrose 
catalog is best known for its swing 
and college catalogs, with ‘Sweet- 
heart of Sigma Chi’ the top per- 
formed number in the latter group. 
| Takeover of the Melrose catalog 
makes the second for Johnny Mercer 
and Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris since 
the two organized their partnership 
several months ago. Other catalog 
was that of the Joe Morris Music 


have stock in both firms. 


| J. D. Sadler Sans Orch. 


| St. John, N. B., Dec. 26. 


The J. D. Sadler orchestra, one of 
the oldest of Canadian dance bands 
(working out of Halifax), offers an 
Artie Shaw in reverse. After the 
group had been together for a dec- 
ade, men took a walkout powder on 
their leader. Divided into two fac- 
| tions, Sadler was all alone in his 
faction. At the time, the band had 
been at the Nova Scotian hotel, Hali- 
| fax, where the orchestra continued, 
but the leader was out. 


Replacing him is Don Low, and 
with Weldon Nieforth, as pianist. 


| Melrose Music Co.’s catalog for a re- | 


Victor’s Complete Opera 
Recording; On 28 Sides 


| RCA Victor is reported planning 
to record the complete opera of 
|‘Leuise’ with Grace Moore. Others 
}in the cast will probably be Rene 
Maison and Ezio Pinza. The orchestra 
will be that of the Metropolitan un- 
der the direction of Willfred Pelli- 
tier. 

Fourteen double-faced disks will 
be necessary to complete the job, 
which will constitute the first com- 
plete operatic recording made by 
Victor in over a decade. 


ASCAP CUTS 
BIGGEST PIE 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
cut the biggest royalty pie in the 
| history of the organization. It ex- 
| ceeded by $30,000 the previous record 


distribution which was for the final 
quarter of 1937 and amounted to 
$1,290,000. 


Double A writers this time got 














ter than the divvy for the third quar- 
ter of 1939. But it was in that final 





|'37 quarter that the same class of 


° . | writer got its biggest plum, namely, | 
For Simon Provided $2: Top publisher money this 


'time between $30,000 and $40,000. 


At a meeting held last Thursday 
(21) the Society's 


personnel. 


WALLACE NEW HEAD OF 





around $4,600, which was $700 bet- | 


board of direc- 
tors voted the usual Christmas bonus 
for the organization’s executives and 


—___________-___——__] 


Songpluggers Regulate Conditions 
For Stiff -Priced Opening Nights 





SONG BOOK FOR SOLDIERS 


Canadian Inquiries on Copyright 
Clearance in Manhattan 








Gordon Thompson, of Canadian 
Music Sales, was in New York re- 
cently inquiring about special prices 
that he might get in connection with 
a songbook which the Dominion gov- 
ernment might want to distribute 
among Canadian soldiers, either in 
training or en route for France. 

The numbers would be cleared 
through the Music Publishers’ Pro- 
tective Association. 


‘Dealers Pushing 50c 
Discs, So Columbia 
Talent Follows Drift 














Columbia Records expects to shift 
quite a list of artists from its current 
35c Vocalion label to the recently 
| created 50c Columbia tag. Within 
|recent weeks Orrin Tucker, whose 
‘Oh, Johnny, Oh’ platter has reached 
| over 250,000 in sales, hopped over, 
| Count Basie’s latest eight tunes were 
released on the higher-priced sides 
only week or so ago, and Will Brad- 
ley’s new band, which has made less 
than half dozen Vocalion records, 
will also change. Many more are to 
come. 

Reason for the shifts is that the 
Columbia label is selling so much 
faster than the Vocalion. 
are inclined to push the 50c platters, 








| big bankroll. 
| of dictating conditions of attendance 





Dealers | 


Acting for the first time on the 
question of attendance at opening 
nights, the executive council of the 
contactmen’s union last week ruled 
that its members were not to put in 
an appearance at the unveilling of 
the new show at the International 


Casino, Broadway spot. The couvert 
for the opening event, last Friday 
(22) was $7.50 and the council took 
the position that this figure would 
put the contactmen with slim ex- 
pense accounts at a disadvantage. 
The Casino management later sug- 
gested that the publishers’ men in- 
stead attend en masse on Christmas 
night (25) when the cover charge 
would be $2 and this arrangement 
was readily approved by the union. 
By introducing this policy the 
union has not only revolutionized the 
opening night angle but curbed the 
influence of the publisher having a 
Through the device 


the union has also succeeded in put- 
ting the spending relationship be- 
| tween publishers and band leaders 
| on a pretty even level. 


Under the system which previously 
| prevailed the publishers were ex- 
pected to have men on hand at all 
openings, regardless of the minimum 
price set for the occasion. It be- 
came customary for major publishers 
to try to outdo the other in showing 
up with big parties, with the result 
that the small publishing firm’s ate 
tendance was practically lost in the 
shuffle. Similar situations marked 
| the various other come-ons instituted 
by bandleaders, in connivance with 
the management, such as celebrity 





Co. It is understood that Simon will | 


MUSICIANS ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 
J. K. ‘Spike’ Wallace is new presi- 








dent of Musicians Protective associa- 
tion, Local 47, beating Prexy Jack B. 
| Tenney by nearly two-to-one vote at 
last week’s selection, Wallace polled 
| 1,511 votes to 829 by Tenney, who is | 
winding up his second term in of- 


| which net ’em a bigger profit. 


E. B. Marks Scores Point 





In ‘Rancho Grande’ Suit 


x esr stace Sate OPA Suits Vs. 


affirmative defenses of the Stasny 
Music Corp., but allowed the com- 





Federal Judge Edward A. Con 


ger in 


fice. 

Ward B. Harrington, financial sec- 
retary, was re-elected. John Groen 
defeated Owen Bartlett for vice- 
president, and Frank B. Pendleton, 
former prexy, beat veteran Harry 
| Baldwin for recording secretary. 

Pendleton and J. W. Gillette were 
elected as delegates to American 
Federation of Musicians convention. 
New Officers will be installed fourth 
Monday in January. 








Milwaukee, Dec. 26. 


Volmer Dahlstrand, president of 
| the Milwaukee Musicians’ (AFL) As- 


' . ° . 

| sociation for the past six years, was 
| re-elected to that post at this week’s 
‘annual meeting. 





pany to file an amended answer and 
counterclaim to the suit of E. B. 
|Marks Music Corp. against it. Ac- 
| tion seeks an accounting, injunction 
land damages for the alleged infringe- 
| ment of the plaintiff's copyright in 
‘the song, ‘Alla En E] Rancho Grande.’ 

The defense which was not allowed 
ideclared that the song was in the 
| public domain in Mexico, and hence 
| should be in the U. S. The new de- 
\fense claims the song’s author, Syl- 
vanus Ramos, was not the real au- 
thor, as he had used a traditional 
'composition in his song. The coun- 
'terclaim asks that the defendant’s 
‘new arrangement of the song be 
|declared its own, and an injunction 
ibe issued to prevent the plaintiff 
' from interfering. 
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nights, lottery nights (in which the 
holder of the lucky ticket was as- 
sured of so many plugs) and closing 
nights. All the latter ‘command ape 
pearances’ are now banned by the 
union, 








Berlin Ended 
With Sign-Ups 


With the publishing industry hav- 
ing already accepted the new stand- 
ard writers contract almost 100%, the 
| Songwriters Protective Association 
| last week called off a test suit which 
| it had brought against Irving Ber- 
jlin, Inc., in 1938. The action was 
| filed while the industry stood pat 
lagainst similar SPA terms and it 
raised the question whether the pub- 
lisher had a right to deduct from 
| the writer’s share of synchroniza- 
| tion fees the 10% service charge paid 
Harry Fox, as licensing go-between. 








| In the complaint itself Edgar Les- 


lie and Joe Burke were named as 
the plaintiffs. Through them the 
SPA contended that the percentage 
paid the writer should be based 
strictly on what Fox collected from 
the picture producer and not what 


' went to the publisher after Fox had 


deducted his fee. The application 
for withdrawal of the case occurred 
just as Gilbert & Gilbert, Berlin 
counsel, was prepared to go to trial. 
It was near the top of the N. Y. su- 
preme court’s trial calendar. 


HARRY REVEL’S MUSICAL 
REUNION WITH GORDON 


Harry Revel, who flew back to the 
Coast over the weekend, has three 
filmusicals for as many studios lined 
up which reunites him with Mack 








,Gordon. Each had been writing with 
. Other partners the past year or so, 


Revei also has been working for 
six months on ‘I Pound an Eardrum,’ 
his autobiography on the Hollywood 
scene through a songwriter’s eyes. 
It’s due for spring publication. 





Chas, Spivak’s Orchestra 
Chicago, Dec. 26. 

Charles Spivak, formerly ane of 
the managers and member of the 
Jack Teagarden orchestra, is now 
rehearsing his own orchestra. Due to 
be ready for a public hearing shortly 
after the first of the year. 

It will be repped by 
Amusement. 
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Philly Musicians Union Asks IATSE 
To Strike vs. WB, Carman Theatres 





Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

Officials of Local American 
Federation of Musicians, were mark- 
ing time this week awaiting the re- 
ply of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees to the 
musicians’ request that projectionists 
and other theatre help back them up 
in their controversy with the War- 
ner chain and the indie Carman 
theatre. Musicians union officials 
conferred with IATSE heads in New 
York last week and were expecting 
their answer at any moment. 

Local members of the IATSE said 
privately they didn’t believe their 
national officers would issuse a strike 
call, in response to the musicians. 
They pointed out that the present 
situation does not constitute a ‘lock- 
out’ as claimed by the Musicians 
Union. 

The musicians for the past month 
have been picketing WB's Earle and 
six nabes and the indie Carman 
since each dropped vaude when they 
could not come to terms with the 
union. The Warner circuit de- 
manded the right to hire musicians 
only at the Earle, while the union 
asked that orchestras be kept at all 
seven houses. In the Carman 
squabble, the union demanded a 52 
week contract, while the Carman 
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management asked that the termer | 


be made for 40 weeks. 
The IATSE agreement with the 


AFM calls for a walkout by pro-| 


jectionists only during a lockout of 
musicians. 


‘Disagreement over terms doesn’t 
constitute a lockout,” an IATSE 


member said. 

However, officials of the musicians 
union were confident that the IATSE 
would support them. They reported 
‘encouraging results’ from _ their 
Campaign to get organized labor to 
boycott the theatres involved in the 
controversy. 

Meanwhile Philly vaude fans were 
given another vaude house with the 
opening of the New Tower theatre, 
Camden, N. J., just across the river, 
On Christmas Eve. The Tower and 


Fay’s, in West Philly, are now the 
Only theatres showing vaude in this 


area. 


The Tower, entirely rebuilt after 
being shuttered for nearly five years, 
Ellis. | 
The opening bill 
features Steve Evans, Randall Sis- | 


is operated by A. 
Philly exhibitor. 


Martin 


ters, Danny Drayson, St. 


John | 


Faconi Forms Band 


——————- 


Norbert Faconi, fiddling half of the 
violin-piano duo at the Algonquin 
hotel, New York, has formed a l4- 
piece sweet-swing band which he’s 
presently auditioning. 

A French citizen, in the U. S. on 
a French quota, he had a Continental 
band prior to his American arrival 
five months ago, but the Prague de- 
bacle earlier in the year resulted in 
the unit's dissolution and Faconi’s 
short imprisonment in the Czech 
capital because of his Jewish an- 
cestry. 


SPARKS CIRCUIT 
OPENING UP 
FOR UNITS 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 26 

Stage units, for several years ab- 
sent from Florida houses, are slated 
for a strong comeback in 1940 when 
the Spark Theatres, Inc., reinstates 
stage shows in key cities of its 
Florida chain. All shows open at 
the Palace, Jacksonville, and will 
be seen in Daytona Beach, Orlando, 





> MPLS. VAUDE SPOTS 
” BOOK HEFTY OPPOSISH 


| Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 

| In the battle of stage shows be- 
tween the Orpheum and Minnesota 
'here, Ted Lewis and his band have 
| been substituted for Gene Autry at 
‘the latter house the week of Jan. 5 
ito oppose Jimmy Dorsey at the Or- 
'pheum. This week finds Charlie 
| Butterworih and Judy Starr, Minne- 
'sota headliners, pitted against Johnny 
‘Seat’ Davis’ orch, holding forth at 
| the Orpheum. 

| Next week brings Helen Morgan 
to the Minnesota to stack up against 
Buddy Rogers at the Orpheum. 

| The Minnesota has been having 
some tough going, despite its bargain 
| scale, and it looks as though it will 
‘soon drop stage shows, if not closing 
entirely. 


ro Police Chief 
Puts 18 Femme Nitery 
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| 
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Sarasota, Lakeland, Tampa, _ St. 

- . ° 
Petersburg, Gainesville, and Talla- 

Performers to a Quiz f°?" 

The circuit will play shows al- 
ternate weeks, mostly on two-day 

Albany, Dec. 26. SY no . 
In an unexpected action, Police | Stands. Units will be booked by 


T. D. Kemp, Jr., out of this city. 
Shows already set to play the cir- 


| Chief David 
| Albany 


Smurl had 18 femm 
night club entertainers 
ordered to his office Saturday (23) 
| morning for a case history checkup. 
| Later, Chief Smurl told reporters it 
was mere police routine—‘we want 
to find out who we have in town in 
| the way of entertainers.’ 

| The chief called the girls in one 
by one and, with Assistant Chief Wil- 
i liam J. Fitzpatrick at his side, talked 
| with each of them for several min- 
utes. Their backgrounds before ar- 
| rival in Albany were probed, Smur] 
{said. He stated the investigation es- 
tablished that ‘most of the girls are 
married women.’ They were in- 
structed to report at police head- 
quarters at 11 a.m. 

| Under an ordinance adopted by 
the Common Council more than a/| 
| year ago, the commissioner of police 
land the police department were 
| 

! 


'de Paree,’ which opened at the Pal- 
ace theatre in Jacksonville, Satur- 
day (23); Oswald’s ‘Shooting High,’ 
which starts Jan. (13), and Ted and 
Art Miller’s ‘Midnight Scandals,’ 
Feb. (2). Kemp has also set two 
name bands for southern theatre 
dates: Phil Spiltalny’s Hour of 


{tour of Wilby-Kincey houses at the 
| Ritz, Birmingham, Ala., Jan. (13); 
| Hal Kemp’s band, opening a string 
|of one-nighters. at 
| Raleigh, Jan. (9). 


| 


Nashville Resuming 
Nashville, Dec. 26. 
Princess theatre (2,500) here will 
resume playing stage units the first 
of the year, playing shows the last 
'three days of each week. 


vested with sweeping authority in| 
regulating night clubs, dance halls, 
etc. This applies not only to the 
licensing and fixing of hours, but to 
| the character of persons connected 





‘Rainbow Room Cutting 


| Chicago and 


| Charm orch, opening a two-week | 


Ambassador, 


——= 


G-Man Hoover Has Been Studying 
Fla.'s Crime Since July; Much of It 





U. S. LAWS KEEPING 
HARRY FOSTERS APART 


London, Dec. 26. 








agent, and his American-born wife. 

Soon after the war started, Foster, 
#-- a member of the Officers 
Emergency Reserve, sent Mrs. Foster, 
23-year-old dancer from Alabama, to 
her native country, since he expects 
to be called for service. 

When Mrs. Foster arrived in 
America, the authorities confiscated 
her passport, which means that she 
can't return to England for the dura- 
tion of the war. The U. §S. still re- 
gards her as an American citizen, 
and, as such, she can’t visit a bellig- 
erent country. 
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Graham Vice Yates 


In CRA’s Chi Office 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 


Danny Graham, vaude agent, joins | 


the Consolidated Radio Artists office 
| here to handle vaude booking for the 
midwest. He _ takes 
spot vacated by Irving 


over the 


| Yates, who shifts to the Coast office 


cigar flies. 'of CRA. 
cuit include Evelyn Brent's ‘Streets | 


In making the switch, Graham will 


; handle his own list of acts in addi- 
tion to CRA talent. 


| Saranac Lake 





By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 26. 
Real wallops that Santa Claus gave 
this Actors’ Colony: Every patient 
iwas remembered by Sophie Tucker; 
Tuletide greetings with a real mean- 
ling to this Colony came from Phil 


| Harris, Charlie Mack, Sam Roberts, | 


{Ruth Morris, Bill White, Manny 
| Lowy, Boboy Graham, James (‘Wor- 
cester Gazette’) Lee, Jerry Vogel, 
Nick Kenny, William Morris, Jr., 
Margaret Newell, Doc Baker, Jay C. 
Flippen, Mary Ward, James Mead 
and Mrs. Wm. (‘Mother’) Morris, 
Saranac’s Santa 365 days a year. 
The comeback of Eddie McDonald, 


now a member of the leather-pushing | 


+ 8 


United States immigration laws are | 
keeping apart Harry Foster, London | 





Miami, Dec. 26 

Gambling, which is turned on and 
off in the metropolitan Miami area 
like a hydrant, is going to be under 
close surveillance this winter season 
by J. Edgar Hoover, in person, and 
his G-men. Hoover said that all 
kinds of rackets are attracted to the 
Miami area, much in the same man. 
ner as pickpockets used to follow 
the circuses. 

‘It’s not a very wholesome picture 
down here,’ the head G-man said in 
an interview at the Flamingo hotel, 
Miami Beach. ‘There are a lot of 
rackets that have been in operation 
here for a long time.’ 

Hoover explained that the Feds 
were not interested in gambling as 
gambling—only the income garnered 
from it. The G-men also will in- 
vestigate associates of Al Capone, 
who, it was said, have come to Miami 
for the winter. As for Capone's own 
plans Hoover denied any knowledge, 
although rumor has it that the for- 
mor public enemy purchased a yacht 
and will spend the winter floating 
on the seas. 

Local officials and politzei inter- 
' viewed maintain they are overjoyed 
that a complete investigation is in 
prospect, although the statement by 
Hoover that ‘rackets can only exist 





in cities with laws against them 
when there is corruption or venal 
polities,” makes it look as though 


| 

| there'll be many a shakedown and 
| shakeup. 

| G-men claim that Miami and 
| Miami Beach are filled with hood- 
}lums already. They allege Tropical 
| Park and dog tracks have more than 
, their share. In this same connection 
| the local politzei are doing their best 


| to clean up a certain section in 

Miami Beach where big shots of 
|crimedeom circulate in large num- 
| bers, The investigation coincides 
| with charges in a pending Circuit 


Court suit that one restaurant at the 
beach is a hangout for underworld 
characters. These charges were filed 
by the City of Miami Beach in an 
effort to refuse issuance of a night 
| club license. 

Hoover said that the investigation 
of the Miami area has been proceed- 
ing quietly since July, at which time 
the FBI staff here was increased. 
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Shows, Covers; Trying 
To Get Mass Patronage 


Eddie for years the 
tango-rhumba maestro at the Rain- 


with and frequenting them. 


|Golden Glove boys, is something very 
|rare for an ex-ozoner. Other good 
i/news: The annual report of Dr. War- 
liner Woodruff; the ‘you-go-home’ re- 
|ports handed out to the actor-ozoner 
|by Dr. George Wilson; the time out 
| taken by that old-time blackface 


Brothers, Earl La Vere and Helen 
Ware, Edna Joyce and a line of | 
Lonergan Girls (16). Picture is| 
‘Money to Burn’ (Rep). Policy of| 
the new house is two-a-day on week- 
days; continuous on Saturdays, Sun- 
days and holidays. Prices are 26, 32 


e015 YEARS AGOe5e 
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New Year’s Tap In 





LaBaron, New York’s newest radio station, 
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Coast Niteries See 
Biggest New Year’s 


Eve Biz in 10 Yrs. | 





~ Las Angeles, Dec. 26 
Heavy early run of reservations 
augurs for the biggest New Year’s 
celebration the town’s niteries have 


Dallas Lower Than 38 | 





| bow Room, N. Y., becomes the No. 1 
|band at this same spot Jan. 11, with 
a new show due in then. 
| LeBaron's Manuel King, 
‘will head the conga-rhumba ensem- 


| ble. 
Plantation Club will | Another 


Dallas, Dec. 26. 

New Year’s Eve nitery prices here 
will be lower than ’38 tariff. Biggest 
hotel spots, Century Room in Adol- 
phus and Mural Room in Baker, plan 
$5 per person couvert, $2.50 lower 
than last year. 
| get $2. 


also 
violinist, 


switch in the class 
; nitery’s policy will be cutting the 
Another new nitery is bowing in | $1.50 and $2.50 couvert to $1 and $2, 
here soon. This time it’s Ciro’s Club| as a bid for the younger crowd, and 


| in the heart of the downtown sector. ! also starting a selective dinner at 





Jimmy Stewart’s band will 
| with Rosemary Sullivan warbling. 


| Beginning next month, White Rock | 


open, | $2.50, rather than $3.50, also for the 


same purpose of mass capacity. 
Shows henceforth will emphasize 


experienced in 10 years. Most of the | Showboat, nitery, will be converted | the dansapation, with only a single 
better spots are already assured ca-| into replica of frontier dance pal-| personality on the cafe floor, instead 


pacity. 
$1 admission at Slapsy Maxie Ro- 
senbloom’s to the $15 plus tax ob- 
taining at Earl Carroll's and Cocoa- 
nut Grove. Other of the more fa- 
vored few have fixed the cover at 
$10 and $12.50. 

Even the cocktail bars, with a 
piano and singer the only floor at- 
traction, are bidding for the cele- 
brants and for the first time slapping 
On a cover charge. Town will be 
pretty much overrun with out-of- 
towners, what with Pasadena’s 
double attraction—Rose Bowl foot- 
ball game and Tournament of Roses 


parade—and Santa Anita’s season in- | 


augural of racing. 

As in season’s past, a half dozen 
night spots will give up the ghost 
after the New Year's eve receipts are 
counted. The better inns will keep 
going while the race track mob is 
still around. 





Tariff this year runs from | ace, complete with giant bars, mir-|of the three or four acts as 
| fore. 


rors and cowboy waiters. 


hereto- 





After All These Yrs, Philly Learns 
lt Can Dance on Sundays—Yippee! 





Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 





Philly nitery ops were agreeably 
surprised last week by Mayor 
George Connell’s announcement that 
| there were no taboos in the city 
| Ordinances against dancing on Sun- 
days. Until now all night spots have 
shuttered tightly >ecause it was 
thought that music and dancing 
| were verboten. Now night spot 
props see the possibility of an extra 
night’s biz. The sale of liquor, how- 


Herbert Stothart conducting 90-/ ever, is still banned. 


piece orchestra with special 
corps and two organs to 
‘Northwes. Passage’ at Metro. 


drum 
score 





Betty Ann Shor, 
Philly deniis:, 


of a 


vocalist 


daughter 
the new 


Ss 


with Neil «vunicine’s orchestra play-|1 a.m. Monday morning 


ing at Jack U.vnch’s. Phillv . 


nanan i. ae 


Mayor Connell made this surprise 
| disclosure in setting forth rules of 
| conduct for New Year's Eve for the 
city’s niteries. In addition to okay- 
ing Mayor Connell said 
will rmitted afte 
This, too, 
has been forbidden heretofore. 


dancing 
incing, 


floor shows be pe 


hee 





With the leniency shown by the 
city administration, cabaret props 
are going ahead with arrangements | 
for New Year’s Eve celebrations. 
Customers were told to make reser- 
vations and ‘bring your own liquor.’ 
No newspaper advertising has yet 
been tried. It’s all word-of-mouth. 

Jack Lynch announced a $3 cover 
charge at his club, with food and 
splits extra. The bar will be closed. 
Benny-the-Bum's will have a $6 
minimum, including dinner. 

Other smaller clubs are selling 





comic, Slipfoot Clifton, to greet us 
|here while he is so much bedridden 
|in a Farmingdale, N. Y., sanatorium 
| himself; the gross of Yuletide greet- 
jing cards from Cecilia Tafferman 
jsent to this desk to be distributed 
{among the ailing gang so that they 
|might be able to greet others; she’s 
|an ex-ozoning chorine; the free taxi 
| service extended to this ozoning gang 
by the Eight-Three Taxi Co. during 
| Xmas, with the nifty gesture, ‘If you 
|are an actor and want to visit your 
ifriends, or go to your Christmas 
ichurch services, call us. 
| your service gratis.’ The grand fight 
made and won by Chris Hagedorn, 
Frisco DeVere, Tommy Vicks, Bobby 
| Hatz, Betty Huntington, Bert Ford, 


'Ford Raymond, Alice Carman, Russ 
|Colimo, William Headley, Babe Tay- 


lor, Henry Hearn, Herbert Carlson, 
Roy (‘Buddy’) Bliss, Henry (‘Zip’) 
Meyers, Ray Ketchem, Joe McCarthy, 
Charlie and Harry Barrett. 

Leo (‘ExNVA-ite’) Massimo, who 
now saps up ozone in Alexandria, 
Va., got his 1939-40 100% good health 
O.K. May resume tooting his trom- 
bone. 

Tribute paid to Eddie Dowd, Roger- 
ite, by Nick Kenny packed such a big 
wallop that the boy is now upping on 
mild exercise with an anticipated 
N. Y. two-week vacash O. K., his first 
time out of the san. 

Louis Betz, film service 
from Philadelphia, is a new arrival 
at the Rogers under observation. 

Paul Dean, Rogers-ozoner who was 
recently visited by his frau from N. 
Y., gained 52 pounds in 10 months. 

Maxine Miller was handed an okay 
for a holiday at home in Kansas City. 

Chas. W. Wright, who ‘now toils for 





tickets under the guise of ‘private 
partics,’ during 


which liguor is ai- 
lowed to be served. The State | 
Liquor Control Board announced it 
; Will have 40 extra agents in the} 
field to check 


liquor laws. 


violations of vad 


the New York Central Lines, is an | 


ex-trouper and ozoner, 
Write to those who are ill. 


Lee Shelley’s orchestra opened at 
the Edgewood, near Rensselaer, N. 
Y., Dec. 26 


We are at! 


worker 


WMCA, was scheduled to start Op- 
{erating around New Year's 





John Barrymore reported prepare 
|ing a London production of ‘Ham- 
|let.’. Arthur Hopkins, who presented 
ithe Broadway ‘Hamlet’ with Barry- 
|more, was sending equipment to 
| London, 


With Gertrude Lawrence's illness, 
Beatrice Lillie became the main fea- 
ture in ‘Charlot’s Revue,’ playing in 
Toronto. Jesste ~Matthews, Miss 
Lawrence’s understudy, took over 
| the latter’s numbers and clicked. 





p 


Plenty of legitimate atmospheré 
|around the Broadway Palace. Wil- 
lliam Courtleigh, Robert Benchley, 
|A E. Matthews and Violet Heming, 
| Victor Moore and Emma Littlefield 
| (Mrs. Moore) were on the program. 








If it weren't for an excellent cast, 
‘The Youngest,’ Philip Barry’s com- 
|edy, which opened on Broadway, 
{wouldn't have had a chance. Henry 
| Hull, Genevieve Tobin, Paul Hervey, 
| Veree Teasdale, Effie Shannon and 
Katherine Alexander were among 
the players. 





Katharine Cornell stood the test of 
great acting in het title role of 
‘Candida,’ revived for special mati- 
nees on Broadway. The Dudley 
| Digges stager had Pedro de Cord »ba 
as the Rev. Morell. 





The rebuilt Moulin Rouge, Par's, 
with a semi-American revue, opened 
lagain six years 





after being origi- 


'nally destroyed by fire. Jacques 
| Charles was the producer. 

| Three notable marriages among 
| show folk: Ruth Chatterton to Ralph 
Forbes, Charlotte Greenwood to 
Martin Broones and Frank Conroy 


|to his ex-wife, Helen Robbins Con 


‘ roy. 
q } 
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L Emuity Tabs Fischers’ ‘Folies Bergere’ | "4" | ACVA Would Eliminate 5% Booking 





al 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 


P T . Ni h | wn oa Club, formerly the e 9 

As Vaude; Twice-Nightly at $1.65 Top s:%F"." | Office Fee (Old Actors’ Squawk) 
down, will be pretty much of a 

+ family affair. Spot will be co- 


’ ’ - - | managed by Nick Andoli d ° A "T k 
wee ee t,t, taeieg, RKO-Schine Trying Sol Heller, Band is Herman Mid- Rather Than Slice sents a e 
solnetneanan 








—_—-— 





full tinized by dleman’s, who is a brother-in- 
ii was carefully _scru inize y V d . N | Jaw of Heller’s, and his featured : 
Equity, there having been some aude in yracuse | vocalist is Janet (Shirley) Heller, + 
estion whether it was a legiter or 











qu : oe eee a sister. , ; F k F Will T | American Guild of Variety Artists, 

pot, After two. tren . Oo ost Syracuse, Dee, 26 | Headlining the inaugural floor | ran ay I op (the new union for vaudeville and 

ee ee aa ee A major experiment with. stage ind is Little Jackie Heller, a Chi Colon ’s Show nitery performers, is drawing up 

S j P F , Ss j 5 ic 

ae citermunnee it was classified as| Shows here will be launched by the rother. . y plans of attack on the booking office 
e c , ae aos * a 


sudeville revue. Although listed RKO-Schine Strand Jan. 5. Pro- fee of 5% which all theatres play- 
a Vi . , 


: rg ic ; ing stage shows exact f the gross 
the legit ad ‘directory’ carried by gram calls for a yvaude film policy on b Chicago, Dec. 26. fe Bese gertcngioer walt Two'dit. 
nee the ‘Folies’ admission top|® | three-day-a-week basis, _ every Seah Dit dein te tees Odes lL ; 
the dailies, the ies 8 ae oc)| Friday, Saturday Sunday. Double an ay comes * from te ferent councillors of AGVA last week 
of $1.65 is half that for gt pats features billed other four days. If |Coast to headline the new show at) explained that this was the reason 
stage play. It was a aa” (eelee elie Strand will swing into the near-northside Colony Club/| for the clause in the union’s code of 
ing attractions at the "Frisco Fair, | P® "Cy 4 . . \fair practice, stipulating that actors’ 
mi Folies’ has a playing schedule of | S¢V€n-day vaude shows, according to starting Friday (29). homed a : 
ren : : e@ Be * 


* : ani Svectoar q /commissions should be a maximum 
ice nightly, with matinees Wednes- | GUS Lampe, city managing director Galli-Galli holds over. Edna Sedg-| of ‘196 sondhons no anise? 

twice neh 4 Sund total of for Schine interests here. C 0%, regardless of the split, 
day, Saturday and Sunday, a total o 


; Prolonged negotiations with mu- wick will handle the dancing assign- | which has already been submitted to 
17 performances weekly, as against | ici stagehands preceded final ment on the line-up. |the Paramount theatres’ booking of- 
eight for legiters. Under Equity | sicians and stagehands p d . 


okay of plans — fice in New York. 











rules, actors must be paid pro rata 
for more than eight shows and double 


. aki 6 —_———- : code does not make this clear, it is 
pay for Sundays. Folies, as pre-| } ; < = AGVA’s intention to eliminate the 
sented by Clifford C. Fischer, has 12 | | New Year's eve grosses in New 

j | 
| 


d : booking office fee, rather than cut 
‘a specialty turns and around 50 show | York look slightly terrific for the 





Councillors stated that, while the 











| agents’ commissions to 5%. which 
girls, latter mostly used to dress up debut of 1940, acct rding to advance | was the only interpretation of the 

the stage and not called on for en- reservations which are pacing the | clause as it was written. 
semble dance numbers, Under FOR NAMES best in a decade. . | If AGVA carries through with its 
Equity’s interpretation of perform- New joints have opened in ex-| idea, it will be the first organized 
ances, When vaude acts double in pectancy of getting part of the free- | effort to force the booking offices to 
blackouts and a girl line is used, the spending coin anticipated. But most | cut out its self-directed commissions 
peformance is a revue and must con- IN CHI important factor in the anticipated since the White Rats tried it in 1916. 
form to legit rules. Between the bull market is the rescaled tariff to |The booking office fee was one of 
' two classes of performances there is drag ‘em in, leaving it to the parties —- the contributing causes to the White 
2 variance, too, for the stage crew i ae assorted thirsts to boost the average . ; Rats’ strike in that year, although 
and musicians, check. Philadelphia, Dec. 26. | not the major issue. Actors fre- 
It was some time before ‘Heliza- Chicago, Dec. 26. Heretofore some fancy couvert Out-of-iown entertainers, playing | quently complained at that time 








poppin’ was classified by Equity be- | Booking office of Balaban & Katz and/or supper scales—which still b= | local night clubs and theatres, may | that the tap was unfair, inasmuch as 
fore it opened at the 46th Street | is currently involved in a number | tain in many a spot, however—kept | na Meek to 40k the Meanie Oe) it literally meant that an employer 


| : ‘t | of negotiations for stage names after | ’ ray. New scheme of things is | € we 
(now at the Winter Garden) last; of negotiations for stage names em away. New s« gs is | | was exacting a fee for giving an act 











season. The Shuberts insisted it was |the first of the year at both the State- to lure them in at a low basic fee. ew city’s new 112% income levy that work, 

vaudeville and it so indicated at| Lake and Chicago, It's now dicker- | siciclanacaiai aaiiaaiiaaiaiia goes into effect Jan. 1. | At that time all of the major book- 
l run throughs. When the attraction|ing for Benny Goodman's orch for | : : P Ms | A group of actors are reported get- | ing offices were operated by the 
. opened in Boston, Equity people the Chicago in late January, but deal | 7 Pa. Niteries, aying ting together to hire a high-powered |circuits themselves, with Keith- 
l tabbed it as legit, against the man- | 18 being held up on money angle. | e | counsel to combat the tax on the! Albee also buying shows for many 
agement’s protests, Later, when the | Goodman = reported asking $10,000. | Actors $5 a Night Put | grounds that it constituted ‘taxation | independent houses out of its United 
L attraction proved a sensational suc-| Also in the offing is a three-way | A without representation, a violation! Booking Office, and the totals of 
t cess, Equity felt that its action in| personal of Kenny _Baker, Frances | On UEA’s ‘Unfair List’ | of the U. S. Constitution. booking office cémmissions ran into 
rating it legit had much to do with| Langford and Ken Murray, Henry | Labor groups were also readying | Staggering amounts. Plus the 5% 
f putting the show across, since as | Armetta Is being signatured for a —_——_— - oe - rege pra ool oniaal booking fee, the Keith-Albee Vaude- 
: vaudeville it might have had a lim- week in the State-Lake, following | Philadelphia, Dec. 26 bo a : & Sai Paaeant ei peraetite ville Collection Agency (also the Ex- 
: iied stay. However, even after | the Jan. 5 date of Billy Halop and | Seven small niteries were put Gn | y the video pr leficit in the oe celsior Collection Agency for the Or- 
t ‘Hellz’ was an undoubted click, it | Jackie Searle as the second company | the ‘unfair list’ by the United Enter- | eS iad The t: ag rat pheum time) used to average an- 
. took a number of weeks to straighten | of the Dead End Kids, First group |tainers Assn. Friday (22), charged | D\C!P ee “ of oa their sal- | Other 212%, half of the Keith agents’ 
I out financial differences, such as | of Dead Enders hit a new money and | with chiseling on salary of perform- lev ied on ie deere ~ a “pe | Commissions, for collecting the latter 

: See ae hin ses not | attendance high in the house, nas Welkteas cetaiaa <nceoekie -,¢ {ary in Philadelphia, whether they are | ~~ a dE ia 

l pay for rehearsals, which does nc cena tae denies ak tee Sie | ers. They were accused of making | | cidents a: miaeeelieads In ad-. from the actors. 
. apply to pinion — Linick & Schaefer Oriental, Martha ee agg A oe ey — | dition, Philadelphians working in Indies in a Spot 
; Raye has been set for week of Feb. | portation from this sum. 'other cities are also subject to the Times have changed, however, and 


acer | 16, with Johnny Jones also figuring | ~ the epots blacklisted are: Recre- | t@X- some of the indie vaude booking 
3 Missing Hubby Brought in a flock of names for the new year. PP igs ag Mpancocenir aed oe ine. | ie offices have more playing time than 
J f | 

Back, Whereupon Friend | 


; any aj -ircuits. n- 
|}ence, Conshohocken, Pa.: and Bar- iny of the major circuit The in 


New N. O. Nitery | rell, Villa Venice, Jack and Jill's, De Heller Sticks With NTG die booking offices are not theatre- 


| 





. ° . . | Pinto’s and the 32nd Ward Re pub- | Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 'owned and their chief income is via 

: Wife Tries to Kill Him New Orleans, Dec. 26. | lican Club, all in Philly. | Jacki Heller. who joined NTG the booking fee. They are more or 

‘ ae Martin Burke, former light heavy-| The UEA‘’s minimum is $7 a night, | oun : = ra bite ae ‘ t less = the position of a ee 

weight fighter, Friday (22) opened; net, plus transportation expenses. | unit at Oriental - Chicago or’ | between the actor ae ees oe _ 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. anew night spot named for himself | - ; : inight ago and also played Akron with; employer and it’s on that basis that 

Pittsburgh's two missing entertain- | jy the French Quarter Serene , | the show, will stick with Granlund’ they, and not the theatres. are 

ers, for whom police throughout the | was formerly operated by Loule } Al Plunkett $s Post | for five additional vaude weeks Re- | lice nsed as employment agencies in 

east were searching a fortnight ago, | Prima and has been dark for nearly Winnipeg, Dec. 26 | joins the beauty parade Friday ‘a9) N. Y. Elimination of the 5% book- 

4 turned up again last week, one a @ vear. ~ ] ay Plunkett former stat ‘of the | after week's layoff here at home ing commissions would be a dis- 
- blushing bride after a Virginia elope- | Mel Washburn, former columnist Dumbell’s a a pany, war-time sol- | headlining opening revue at Yacht! astrous blow to the indie bookers. 
ment and the other almost to find | ang dramatic critic of The Item and | dier concert party has been ap- | Club, nitery his brother has just/ It would mean their going on a fiat 

himself . Spee Latter was Tex | The Morning Tribune, is managing | pointed production head at the Play- | taken over. salary basis from thestres and it's 

: ; oe of radle team of Tex and | the nitery. Spot features floor show | house here. Following flock of Ohio dates, NTG ea a ee be very 
~ } ringer. After being haled into | With a line of can-can.dancers, Mu- | Plunkett is currently building spe-| goes to Loew's State in New York gn In mos ans ances. 
1 court on a desertion charge by his! sie ig by Eddie Conti's orch. ‘cial show for New Year week. ‘end wants Heller for that date, too. Stopping the vooking effice com- 
a wife, she pulled out a gun and fired | . mission might also bring a reaction 
+) acouple of shots at him. They went | — pa a —=—_—X—X—KX—KmSS= ————~ | from the major circuits, which, faced 

wild, however, and she was over- | 











with operating their show-buying of- 
powered before she could aim again. fices from their own treasuries 


Seems that when Tex disappeared rather than from actors’ salaries, 


i from roadhouse the Harrisons oper- imay curtail their vaude playing 
a ated here, taking family car and time even more than its present sub- 7 
3 trailer along, he was accompanied by basement level. set 
r , ® young waitress and they were ———— 
, picked up somewhere in Ohio = 
) 


Brought back to Pittsburgh, Mrs Bilhe Burke Shuberts 
Harrison faced her erring husband a ° 

; /f@ courtroom, screamed ‘you won't Su Bi f 25 ( 
Be bergen yg og O4th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER ing Blair for 250 
z, } &un-play. Told police she'd get him 


| ) ioe ae ee ee te ee On Ziegfeld Frolics Tag 


1. i aresmanship was a disgrace to ears 
Ome sx Tewas ve) . 

men State of Texas Both were of The Select Operating Corp. (Shu- 
t, . each, a ee ee he berts), Loew’s, Inc., and Billie Burke 
* Harrison - th ; Ziegfeld filed a $250,000 damage ac- 
yy Ls Were on the front-pages » tion in N. Y. supreme court Thurs- 
y nce before about a year ago, when, - *. Supre! ) 

' 


: : lay (21) against tiegfeld Mid- 
yy while working in the floor show at TY nite Proll tone ona icttas Biaie 
d iy side cabaret, they attempted claiming plagiarism of the name 

orm a ‘hill-billy’ union after a 


dispute wi ie ; ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ The three plain- 
. ith musicians union. Musi- “ 

: ; ‘ , tiffs claim t ontr twe them 
eens picketed spot because, they o contro] between 


' ; 4 M . all uses of the in any portio 
| meee weer H Soecial Exploitation Advantages ff ‘rnccrmge ee 














: res . The complaint declares that the 
wi mal both —— and the Shuberts and Billie Burke are plan- 
y shing ao “ve : Jot ning to open with an edition of the 
ios of ere 6 ride was Betty site aaa ‘Follies’ at the Winter Garden. 
| Heawsacanee team of 2 ex USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL _ [J diies, dio. "hue Sinus oe 
| RE te cafes ton os = ates the Paradise restaurant, has 
s, were kisn ysnere ever since they changed the name of his spot to the 
“d 0 Police sh other of gal reported 7 Ziegfeld Midnite Frolics, and is thus 
i= Bone to a Pe eg dancer had | deceiving the public into believing ; 
es single atter ork to get work ” be S t t A Variet Office the show to be a production of the i 
_ ing With i ee id mele Copy May Be en Oo ny Vy plaintiffs. A temporary injunciion 
| turneg out s} — vil pending trial is also sought. 
1g it she had slipped away to Sains Genesiton te’ abesead ainustt 
yh Tonatnaia, Va., to become Mrs. NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON scsry Aegacsoee, dang red hd 
to Cher, — Husband is one of 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin‘s PI. Garden. Show is being staged by 
oy where Mion Shay Gardens, cafe Seymour Felix, and is scheduled to 
n cently nsons worked only _ re- preem Thursday (28). 
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Int’l Theatre Restaurant 
(NEW YORK) 





‘Let's Go’ revue in two acts, 18 
scenes, staged by Nat Karson and 
Gene Snyder; music and lyrics by 
Irving Brodsky and D. Bernard 
Simon, Pam Davenport, James Shel- 
on. 
: Cast: Walter Cassel, The Debonairs 
(6), Carol Bruce, Betty Bruce, Sergio 
DeKarlo, St. Clair & Day, A. Robins, 
Wiere Bros. (3), Chorus Boys (6), 


Chorus Girls (16), Showgirls (12),| 


Russ Morgan's band, Brooks Steele's 
orch. Opened Dec, 22, '39; $1.50 
minimum. 





This looks like an opium dream. 
Whether its success will be more 


solid remains to be seen, but mean- | 


while it is probably the most lavish 
night club entertainment, from the 
standpoint of scenery, costuming, 
general all-around beauty and lah- 
de-dah ever presented and gambled 
with. 

Bill Canning, New England gas 
station owner, is now holding the full 
financial reins of the spot, with Alex 
Finn, whom he formerly angeled 
here, and Joe Moss both being out. 
In their places as managing director, 
is Rene Racover, who has alway been 
identified with ventures Continental 
but is now fronting an entertainment 
that looks 100% Yankee in produc- 
tion, 

Responsible for the show are Nat 
Karson and Gene Snyder, with the 
former also doing the scenery, and 
the result is a picture of the Radio- 
City Musical Hall in a nitery setting. 
Both are on loan from the M. H. 
and it’s their effort that gives the 
International its slight change of 
face from the former Casino billing. 
Now it’s called ‘Theatre-Restaurant’ 
and Canning frankly admits that he 
wants to subordinate the drinking 
and build up the entertainment. 
Hence, he’s not so anxious to trim 
the show, which ran two hours open- 
ing night, to any great extent, al- 
though it’s contrary to all precepts of 
nitery operation to curtail the bar 
sales via long entertainments. Basic- 
ally, the production-type shows, 
which have kept customers’ atten- 
tion glued to the stage and the wait- 
ers inactive, spelled red ink for the 
deluxe niteries. The International 
knows; this from its past experience. 

The Karson-Snyder production is 
very close to being more legit than 
nitery, but if that’s the way it’s go- 


ing to be sold it is sorely lacking in | 


the comedy department. As a re- 
vue, there’s plenty of beauty, but too 
few laughs. And while it’s a terrific 
bargain supplement to a dinner at 
$1.50 minimum, Canning 


trade, which is the drinking mob, is 
very important. Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana, the Paradise, defunct Hol- 
lywood and the International, which 
was closed for four weeks prior to 
this reopening, are all classic ex- 
amples of niteries running into the 
red with good dinner trade, but poor 
supper biz. 


Aside from the corny ‘Let’s Go’ 
title, this teeoff show under the In-! 
ternational’s ‘new’ policy looks like 
one of the most expensive put on a 
nitery floor within recent memory. 
It's stated, however, that the show’s 
production nut is actually lower than 
extravaganza. 
the cost of the multiple scenic and 


this spot’s previous 


already | 
knows that a nitery’s after-theatre | 


Night Club Reviews 








$25,000. If this figure 


| 
trading. 


is correct, | should come easily. 
| Karson and Snyder did some shrewd | 
Also in their favor is the| Hall's scenic designer, and Snyder, 
lfact that the salary nut, with 34] who stages the dances for the M. H. 
chorus girls, boys and showgirls, out | Rockettes. return to the M.H. Jan. 1, 


[ tatent content, but the show should 
ibe drastically cut (at least 30 min- 
lites) to show it off better. They've 
‘done such an excellent job on the 
lscenery and costuming, with Snyder's 
training of the 16-girl line also stand- 
| ing out, the staging corrections 
who is the Music 


Both Karson, 


of a total cast of around 50, Is not} put will stage subsequent shows here. 


very high. 


The show has eight major produc- 
‘tion bits, each of them gems of scenic 
land costuming execution. They clear- 
ly indicate the Snyder-Karson train- 
ing within the ultra-ultra confines of 
Rockefeller Centre, and perhaps it is 
a little too chi-chi for a dining-win- 
ing spot like the International. The 
Rockefeller influence ig also quite 
evident in the entertainment, there 
‘not being the slightest evidence of 

nudity or blue material. This also is 
| inclusive of the show’s unusual char- 
}acter for a nocturnal playground, 

The initial ‘History Repeats itself 
scene presages the gorgeousness to 
come. Walter Cassel, baritone, sings 
the theme song by Pam Davenport 
and chorus boys and girls depict fa- 
mous lovers of history, from Adam 
and Eve down to Frankie and John- 
nie. Subsequent production numbers 
in the first half are ‘Musical Chairs,’ 
‘Out of a Dream,’ surrealist stuff, 
and ‘Turn of the Year.’ In the sec- 
ond half are ‘Ballroom for Two,’ 
‘Everything Happens to Me.’ which 
looks like something out of ‘Pins and 
Needles’; ‘I’il Wait,’ and the finale, ‘I 
Could Go Places wtih You.’ Each 
carries a special song by either Da- 
venport, Irving Brodsky and D. Ber- 
nard Simon, or James Shelton. While 
none is of click calibre, they’re suit- 
able. 

Opening night the singing special- 
ists were all hampered somewhat by 
faulty operation of the public address 
system, plus last-minute rehearsal 
and attendant throat-tiredness. Hence 
Cassel, baritone, and Carol Bruce. a 
stunning looker, didn’t sound at their 
best. Miss Bruce especially looks 
like a click when she’s heard more 
clearly. Sergio DeKarlo, a guitar- 
playing troubador, likewise sounded 
too quiet. 

There were five distinct smashes 
opening night. with the ballroom 
team of St. Clair and Day (New 
|! Acts) and Betty Bruce, hoofing spe- 
|cialist, no relation to Carol Bruce, 
| the major applause siandouts. Miss 
‘Bruce has been in Broadway shows, 
most recently being in ‘Boys from 
| Syracuse.’ but possibly was seldom 
presented in such sock fashion as she 
| is here, and her topflight buck 'n’ 

winging, with a strong dash of ballet 
entwined, cinches her impression. 
Close behind her are the six Debo- 
| nairs, troupe of boy hoofers who 
| have also been seen around on 
| Broadway. They present their stand- 
|ard mechanical dance in the first half 
and are doing an entirely new rou- 
tine about explorers in the nether 
portion, registering strongly both 
| times. Another click in the first half 
|is A. Robins, whose novelty has long 
| been standard in vaude. However, 
Karson and Snyder make their only 
major mistake in reprising his quick- 
|changes and props for the second 
half. It’s too repetitious. The next 
}Smash doesn’t come until very late 
in the show, when the three Wiere 
Bros. present their perfectly timed 
zanyisms. These boys were in one 
of the very first productions at the 
International, and this is familiar 
territory for them. They’re European 
iand give 
of home. 
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costume changes running around | Karson and Snyder have sufficient 
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This may spell the dif- This 
ference between red and black ink. ! months. 


tacover at least one taste | 


production will run three 

indicating that the Inter- 

plans four shows a year, 
Scho. 


national 


Congress Casino, Chi 
(CONGRESS HOTEL) 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 

Vicki Allen, Gloria King, Tito 
Coral, Mare Ballero, Ted Fio-Rito 
Orch with Patrica Travers & Candy. 

Giving little value for a $2 mini- 
mum, this spot can hope for little 
more than New Year's Eve biz and 
perhaps some from a couple of Janu- 
ary conventions. 

Other spots with similar minimum 
are giving their customers consider- 
ably more show so that the Ca- 
sino doesn’t stack up favorably with 
its present fare. 

Ted Fio-Rito’s orchestra is a fair 
name, but otherwise there’s little to 
offer in the four singles who com- 
prise the show. Marc Ballero is m.c. 
and impersonator. Working with a 
cold on opening night, he tried Fred 
Ailen and Edward G. Robinson and 
then Steve Evans. His impression 
of the bohunk drunk was fairish, 
with the material overshadowing the 
delivery. 

Vicki Allen opens with an acro- 
batic specialty which is {ust all right. 
About the same quality is Gloria 
King with her toe dance ballet. Tito 
| Coral sings tropical songs and scores 
:remarkably with the friendly open- 
ing-night audience. Another scorer 
is Candy, who steps out of the Fio- 
Rito orchestra for his unusual wide- 
range voice novelty. His strange tal- 
ent is particularly stressed in the 
‘I’ve Gotta Note’ number, which per- 
mits him to range from key to key 
with tonsiled fluency. 

Fio Rito should reestablish him- 
self with the public here. He has a 
good network hook-up over CBS, 
and with careful attention to songs 
indicates hitting a new stride. He 
has a solid orchestra musically, but 
without the distinctive touches that 
go to make a band outstanding these 
days when the public is looking for 
novelty and new twists. His new 
singer, Pat Travers, is a looker with 
pleasant pipes Gold. 








BOOK CASINO, DET. 


(HOTEL BOOK-CADILLAC) 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
‘Iceolite Revue’ with Dot Franey, 
Kendall Williams, Sammy Jarvis, 
Edith Dustman, The Iceolettes (4), 
Jack Myers Orch. 





| ice shows, and is seemingly headed 
| for some healthy biz in the Book's 
| Casino and in towns where Sonja 
| sonia and similar troupes have been 
| big draws. Beautifully costumed by 
Irene Terry, neatly balanced and off 


|_ Five strong clicks indicate that | '0,big responses in its first show. 


It’s a new layout, assembled by Dot 
Franey, who, after copping 11 speed 
titles as an amateur, went into show- 
producing a couple of years ago 
Acts are working on a new synthetic 
ice process, first tried out 
troit Automobile Show, that doesnt’ 
hurt dance floors, is easy to dance 
on and slows up skaters just to the 
right degree for smaller floor work. 

Unit opens with the chorus doing 
snappy military taps on skates, fine 
intro for Kendall Williams’ strut and 
fancy baton twirling to a medley of 
college tunes. I 
as the Charlie McCarthy dummy, 
with slick mask, The lad 





Is riotous. 


can really go on the ice and his size | 


| helps make it look even faster. 
From then on the buildup is steady. 
| Edith Dusiman, a skating danseuse, | 
| catches quickly with her dainty work | 
|to ‘Pretty Girl Is Like Melody’ and | 
|into a faster tempo with ‘Stop, It’s 
Wonderful.’ Miss Franey and Wil- 
liams team as a nicely balanced pair 
to do a ‘boy meets girl’ number, tak- 
ing in the full sweep of the ice and | 
featuring her splits. 
_ The chorus, a little too limp dur- 
ing its military number, gets one of 
the best responses in its next spot, a 
hot rhumba. It has the crowd in the 
right mood for the Dustman-Jarvis 
comedy which follows. Here is slick 
funny stuff, with Jarvis wearing an- 
other mask, that of Esquire mag’s 
front-cover roue, and working into 
several routines, including a min- 
uet, to such music as ‘My Heart Be- 
longs to Daddy,’ ‘Mulberry Bush’ and 
‘10 Pretty Girls’ for minuet. 

Miss Franey really opens up to 
‘South American Way’ and by this 
time customers, at this catching, had 
callouses on hands. Show tapers off 





| 
| 


with chorus doing a ballet, all four, 
Patsy O'Day, Lu Jean Hansen, Lu- 
cille Hassett and Laura Jean Brown, 
getting solo chances. Miss Brown, a 





—_ 








New 





Acts 





DEAD END KIDS (6) 
(Second Troupe) 
With Billy 


Gorcey, Bob McClung 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
State, Hartford 





working theatres under the 
name. 


had a head-start of 


other company played before. 
situation exists here. 
Halop and Jordan 


Gorcey. 


Halop, Bobby Jordan,| ave. for the cops—and newspa 
Jack Searl, Florence Halop, David is back in vaudeville. 


are aided by stage a bit and makes a i 
Bob McClung, Jack Searl (both of |°)" R= ° . “~ s couple of 
the films), Florence Halop and David | Stabs at ballet steps, but her aim’s 
Act—split into three: sec- 
tions—opens with an off-stage an- 


j about everything (including a press 

|}agented undress appearance on Park 
She’ pers), 
~- ONES repeat. 
|ing the nudie routine to Debussy’, 
| ‘Afternoon of a Faun’ which she did 
; at the World's Fair last summer 


, I 
the dancing is something Nijinsky 


Two of the original Dead End Kids, | —— ae spares, Rita Rio band’s 
ayv c _ ce “ic a ¥ 

| Billy Halop and Bobby Jordan, are | P!@Y!ns OF the score Is enough t 

in this act, making two companies 

same oe Waves oe 

Handicap is that other group | PO!mt, not even as strip stuff for the 

about. two | Sys down front. 

months, thereby cashing in on name | With the Rio femme band playing 

value and making it difficult for sec- 
ino -e |reclines on the dimly-lit stage, s] 

7ro ) appear in spots where | petri Stage, slowly 

ond group to ap} pots This | squirming j 


0 giv 
Debussy the horrors, too. Fact . it 


isn't much of a turn from any stand. 





| from behind a curtain, Miss Bacon 


around in what's aps 
| Darently intended to be voluptuous 
poses. Presently prances around the 


poor. Winds up back on the floor, 
Then pokes her head through the 


Here is a slick miniature of the big | 


at De-| 


Little Sammy Jarvis, | 


jfunny. 


curtains for a coy bow. 


> 2 © . ~ ave 2 
nouncement that local cops have 24 It may all be great stuff for a mid. 


hours in which to clear out because 
Dead End Kids are in town. Entire, ° oe bara 
group comes onstage and indulge in| ten click _ in the atres. The 
hoodlum horseplay, with Jackie | ™ tra-feeble lighting makes it look 
Searl, the foil, as the rich boy trying | ®5 if > mag thin tights—which 
to join the neighborhood gang. More = Ba ab my ae otal caught 
horseplay follows when Halop gal, | *"UFS¢ ry ae > AA le audience 
nice-looking blonde, struts across the | W@S tepid, frequently laughing at the 


stage wrong places and voicing audible 
ole we i ‘ a 3 ritinic } 
Midway the girl is reprieved in a | CTticisms. Hobe. 


ST. CLAIR and DAY 
Ballroom Dancing 
International, N. Y. 

This team is not in the New Act 
files, but looks as though it has been 
around plenty. No dancers could be 
so clicko without plenty of experi. 
ence—and they are one of the stand- 
outs in the new production at the 
‘new’ International Theatre-Restau- 
rant. 

The femme is especially striking 
with her bright red hair. It imme- 
diately arrests attention, though her 
dancing and grace don't really need 
such a drastic physical hypo. She 
suggests being the better dancer, ex- 
ecuting some difficult ballroom acro- 
batics, twirls and spins in topflight 
fashion. 

They're doing around six routines 
in the show, all excellent. Only one 
of the dances, however, is a novelty, 
a comedy takeoff on a South Ameri- 
can routine. It gets by, but is not 
as forte as their straight terps. 

Whether or not new to New York, 
they should win a following here and 
Flatbush, Brooklyn rate spotting in a legit musical. They 

Dancer, who’s been doing a fan|are a perfect fit for niteries, the 
routine for years and has played just! classier the better. Scho. 


love scene with Searl, in which she 
acceptably vocals a couple of pop 
tunes. Spotted here also is McClung, 
who does an impersonation of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and some trick har- 
monica playing for good returns. 
Halop is forte in a character bit from 
the picture, ‘Angels Wash Their 
Faces,’ in which he portrayed the 
role of a chieftain of a neighborhood 
gang. 

All climax with a takeoff of a Hol- 
lywood set, with the prop filming 
and directing of a short, ‘The Love 
Lives of Queen Elizabeth and Sir 
Walter Raleigh. It’s a corny bit, 
but it gets laughs with Searl in char- 
acter of Raleigh and Jordan as Queen 
Elizabeth. Love scene between two 
is comical as directed by Halop. Pace 
and dialog need tightening up. Open- 
ing section could stand the use of a 
backdrop or props depicting slum 
nabe. Eck. 


FAITH BACON (2) 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 











' 


| localite, won figure-skating honors at | NEW ORLEANS CR ITS 
inational amatcur meet last year. | ED 

| Everybody dips on and cuts up dur-| 

| ing the swift finale, leaving the | WAR FOR 1939-40 BOOM 
| crowd ready for more. 
| It's a swift show, about 32 min-} fuss 


utes, and goes on for two nightly | New Orteans, Dec. 26 
performances, at 8 and 11:15. 


| Pool | War in Europe, with the accom- 

| ool, paniment of mines and subs, has 

| ¥ . ran ¢ @e H 

-o \ c 
proved a bonanza to Louisiana and 
this city in particular, which expects 
the greatest tourist crop in history 
from now on. Steamship, railroad, 
; | bus and airline executives speak like 

| > > ; 7 «99 . . 

: R hiladelphia, Dex . CGe Chamber of Commerce enthusiasts 
Monty Wolf, Maurine & Norva,| on their glowing predictions of the 
Kay Allen, Kay King, Mildred King, | ¢ ld 4 , gsatl 
Rk heath Meek re Oolding money harvest to be gath- 
Pat Shevlin’s Orch (6). pe : - Se a 

pts ered from the traveling outsiders. 
Cutting the show budget, elimi- _ They are unanimous in attributing 
| . . o a Py . ; > ar ule 
| nating a line of girls and other frills, | the € pin ge oe a wal - ae 
, . rope anc 1e oar oO ransatiantic 

| Harold Larzalere is set to keep this ‘.. ; vinashiny : ‘1 

la t t] tskirt ¢ Phil | tray el, as well as to the Sugar Bow 
‘lass > skirts nilae | or , 

| ¢ ass ite , on 1€ our irts oO llia | grid game on Jan 1 between Tulane 

| delphia, going all winter instead of | and Texas A.&M. Mardi Gras, the 
shuttering Jan. 1, as in other years.!spring fiesta and other fetes. 

| More than 15 miles from the heart i Niteries and theatres, not to men- 

| 
| 
} 


| EVERGREEN CASINO 


(PHILADELPHIA) 


the city, the Casino depends upon | tion eateries and hotels, are doing 


> sade to keep going ; S . 
| _ Lay Ae geel hers A ar an " | the biggest business _ yee oun 
| Show caught was smoothly paced, winter, Ticket offices of the car- 

in contrast to usual opening night | ers have been swamped with In- 
| deficiencies. Monty Wolf capably | Quiries from all parts of the coun- 
m.c.’s5 and keeps things moving. Kay itry. Joe Leze, president of the Na- 
King, dancer, opens, doing a turn] tional Association of American Rail- 
with a dummy of the popeyed Es-| road Ticket Agents, said here Sat- 
quire mag cover character as a part- urady (23) that all things point to 


foe It's a neat satire on ballroom | the biggest winter season this city’s 

dancers 55*9 ae ee : 

j , ° . + < j rears 7 BS ; “1S g the 
Kay Allen, chirper with Pat Shev- | had in years, ‘It is surprising 


; ~ 
lin's crew. doubles into the show |mumber of inquiries received from 


| with ‘My Prayer’ and ‘Oh, Johnny,’ | Central and South America.’ 





and encores with ‘I'll Remember.’ | 
A looker with a neat chassis, she’s | 
improved vocally since caught last. | 

Mildred King, acro dancer, follows 
and gets a moderate reception. 
Wolf's turn leads off with a recita- 
tion, ‘If Washington Should Come 
to Life Again,’ which could easily 
be eliminated since it’s not a bit 
Goes into vocal, ‘Things Look 
Brighter,’ and continues with a med- 
ley of oldtimers, ‘Waiting for the 
Robert E. Lee’ and ‘Give My Regards 
to Broadway,’ which is goed nostal- 
gia stuff. 

Maurine and Norva, faves at this 
spot, close the show. Their first turn 
is a syncopated foxtrot tabbed ‘Ca- 
sino Rhythm,’ first done in profesh 
style, and then simplified for the cus- 
tomers to try after the show. ‘Es- 
pani Gani,’ a tango, is their next and 
they encore with ’La Conga,’ the au- 
dience joining at the finish. 

Shevlin’s crew is an odd combo, 
including electric organ, harp, sax, 
trumpet, bass and drums. Band fol- | 
lows the show smoothly and plays | 
subdued dance tempos with Miss 
Allen warbling choruses 

Biz off when caught (Friday, din- | 
ner). shal. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Lyman Orch with Joey Rar- 
Png Blane and the California 
Varsity Eight; Toy & Wing, Calgary 
Bros (2); ‘Four Wives’ (WB). 








Strand show tees off to a snappy 
start but poor routining bogs it for 
2 too-liesurely blowoff. It’s an okay 
layout withal, however, and with 
this remediable defect ironed out, 
would stack up as an excellent holi- 
day presentation, 

Abe Lyman and his crew, repeat- 
jng a Strand date of about a year 
ago, with six fiddles don’t lean 
toward the jitterbugs. They are a 
sweetish aggregation made up of two 
pianos, bass, tymp, five brass, four 
reeds and a guitar. in addition to the 
pow-wielders. Besides, there are 
plenty of other attractions to lift the 
burden from the band’s shoulders. 


Lyman’s okay as m.c. except for 
occasional tendency to clown in the 
wrong places. One of the latter is 
during the appearance of the Cali- 
fornia Varsity Eight, male warbling 
group. Latter is showmanly outfit 
that works in all-white military uni- 
forms. 


other such tomfoolery upsets -that. 


they do military and college tunes 
for best results. Chirping, however, 
seems entirely too much on the 
strained tenor side, without enough 
bass to balance. 


Varsity Eight follows the band’s 
opening set and right after them 
comes another Lyman satellite, Joey 
Rardin. Rardin’s a five-foot edition 
of Jimmy Cagney in appearance, tak- 
ing advantage of the physical sim- 
ilarity to the star and vest pocket 
stature for a good momentary setto 
with Lyman. Otherwise, Rardin im- 
itates vocally hot cornet, slide trom- 
bone, electric guitar, bagpipes and 
auto horns. It’s a fair turn, due more 
to Rardin’s personality than talent. 

Rose Blane, Lyman vocalist, fol- 
lows. She’s a solid winner with 
plenty of style and an ability to sell. 
Also has the faculty of selecting 
right numbers for her foggy pipes, 
including ‘100 to 1,’ ‘Oh, Johnny’ and 
*Yodelin’ Jive.’ 

Toy and Wing, Oriental terp duo, 
booked separately from the Lyman 
outfit, follow. 
way, the strongest single effort on 
the bill. Dancing is a combo ball- 
room-tap effect, followed by a fast 
toe bit by Miss Tov and some trick 
splits by her male pard, 

It’s from then on that the show 
goes into low gear. Band and Var- 
sity Eight (this time in dinner jack- 
ets) do a medley of fave western 


tunes ‘hich are, by nature, rather | ! ' : - 
unes, which ar y line with the Latin sport; ‘Aghileen 


slow. Then come the Calgary Bros., 
continental-type comics, who = are 
plenty funny, but also typically lan- 





latest addition to the growing Brandt | of its stuff just isn’t in the currently 


which colored water flows. It’s sup- 
posed to represent the wooing of 
Bacchus (in Greek mythology, the 
god of wine), but actually it’s just 
like any well-shaped gal taking a 
shower. It clicks with the men, 
however. 

Joe Termini and Co. (a hefty gal 

Joe Termini and Co. ‘latter a hefty 
gal and a harmonica-playing stooge) 
are clicko with the older people in 
the audience. The act is full of old- 
time hoke, with Termini, long a 
favorite here, clowning as he guitars, 
banjos and violins. The stooge har- 
monicas with his nostrils, while the 
gal gives out in a baby voice. 

Show's fadeout has the line doing 
a toy-soldier dance. Harry Kahn's 
band is a bit on the loud side. 

Biz when caught (Thurs. night) 
was good, considering the general 
pre-Xmas lull. House runs on a 
two-a-day basis at 42c top. Seating 
capacity, 2,020. Shal. 


PIX, N. Y. 
(NEW) 
This 900-seater in Times Sq. is the 





Bros. chain of houses in the metro- | 
politan N. Y. area. Theatre is lo- | 


Dignity is an important part | cated on 42nd street between Broad-j|to develop a new audience is in a 
of their stock in trade, especially in| way and Sixth avenue, a block that|number announced as written spe- 
such formal toggery, and Lyman’s | is none too alive at night but very|cially for this date. 
gagging by polishing the braid and,busy during the day. 
‘ jhouse in that block is the small-| with all sections contributing solidly. 
Resembling a line of Nelson Eddys, | eae 


Only 


seater Cameo which specializes in an 


arty policy. There are no other 


holiday season for youngsters, should 


_theatre. Opening night, however, biz 


other | Name Jive’ 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glen Gray Orch with PeeWee | 
Hunt, Kenny Sargent, Murray Mc- 
Eachern; Selma Marlowe, Jimmy 
Savo, Merry Macs (4), ‘Gulliver's 
Travels’ (Par), reviewed in Variety 
Dec. 20. 





Glen Gray’s Casa Lomans make it 
four out of five Xmas-week dates for 
the band at this house since the pit 
band and vaude policy was inagu- 
rated in 1935. They were unable 
te come in one year due to a stand 
at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. Cur- 
rently, they’re surrounded by a fairly 
tasty layout which, combined with 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ and the school 
spell pretty good business for the 
was off along with the general Broad- 
wav show biz lull. 

Gray’s fine group of instrumen- 
talists was at one time rated the most 
popular outfit in the country but later 
tobogganed, and for no apparent 
reason except for the fact that some 


popular groove. Tipoff that the out- 
fit still has more than is necessary 


hoofing. Man’s loose-joinied gyra- 
tions evoke plenty of laughs. His 
impressions of a street-car strap- 
hanger and of various types of thea- 
tre-audience applauders' reyister 
strongly. He and his partner, a 
looker, also land solidly with a bur- 
lesque adagio and illustrations of 
various types of dancing couples. 

Genial and amiable, Butterworth 
has the aid of Eddie Kane, also of 
the screen, in his fun-making. They 
amuse with the old burlesque hoke 
skit of the barrom pair seeing imag- 
inary things. Later, Butterworth 
sings and dances with Miss Starr to 
demonstrate considerable ability. 

Miss Starr, bubbling over with 
personality, also works singly and 
makes every one of her pop songs 
stand out, having the audience beg- 
ging for more. Her dancing, too, 
clicks, 

For,a sagk finale Snyder appears 
as Santa Claus and his girls as var- 
lous toys. They parade and prance, 
winding up with a speedy dance. 

Lower floor well filled at last 
show Friday, (22). Rees. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 








Tagged ‘No 


it has rhythm galore, 


At the other extreme is a very 
| weak opening with ‘Old Man River’ 


|houses to the east for about five | done in slightly increased tempo. It’s 





with 
They're tops all the | 


blocks, but plenty to the west. 


The Brandts are devoting the Pix 
to single features, American and for- 
eign, with shorts and newsreel to 
round out. The scale ranges from 
25c mornings to a top of 65c. 


With 900 seats including an orches- 
tra and mezzanine, the Pix is a 
roomy house, with considerable 
inner lobby space, lounges, ete. 
Outer lobby is of fair size. Theatre 
motif is along luxurious, colorful 
and modernistic lines but not too 
strong a leaning to the latter. It was 
designed by Eli Jacques Kahn, who 
was the architect on Squibb’s 5th 
Ave. building, Longchamps restau- 
rants, Bergdorf Goodman and _ vari- 
ous buildings at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. The lighting is indirect except 
for the outer lobby where a new 
type of directional illumination is 
used. It leans to brightness. 
is claimed to be the first to be built 
in N. Y. under the new safety code, 
all exits leading out into en- 
closed passageways, purposely sepa- 


|rated from the auditorium. 


With a view to getting a line on 


|}audience reaction, theatre is hand- 
|ing out ‘applause cards’ on which 
|patrons may write their comments 


concerning the show. 


Initial bill on opening of the house | 


Saturday night (23) consisted of the 
French-made, ‘Citadel of Silence 
(FA): ‘Jai Alai’ (Col), a short deal- 


release in the 
Adventures series 


Pinnacles’ (20th), 
Father Hubbard 


land Fox-Movietone News. 


guid. They wind up with a slow- 
motion fight. Following, for the} 
finale, Lyman’s crew goes into the 


waltz, ‘March of Rhythm,’ which fol- 
lows the snail pace of the Calgarys. 
It speeds up to swing, but not suf- 
ficiently so for the needed 
the elevated pit stage fades. 
Worthy of note are the Strand’s 
stage trappings this sesh. Manage- 
ment outdoes itself in attractive and 
strikingly decorated bandstand and 
background, Herb. 


FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadeiphia, Dec. 21. 

Tirza, Harry Savoy, Edwin George, 
Joe Termini & Co., Vic, Lamarr & 
Keene Twins, Frank Hall, Line (16), 
Harry Kahn's Orch (10); ‘Bad Little 
Angew’ (M-G). 

An odd mixture of burley (called 

‘artistic nudity’ in the bill) and old- 
fashioned vaude constitutes the stage 
fare at Fay’s this week. It’s the only 
remaining house in Philadelphia still 
On the vaude standard. For more 
than a hour and a half the customers, 
mostly family trade, are entertained 
by the whole gamut of stage biz, 
from a nude cutie taking a ‘wine 
bath to a juggler who mixes up his 
routine with a flock of corny gags. 
_ Opening number brings on _ the 
jine dressed as choristers in a cathe- 
dral chapel setting, with Frank Hall, 
an fine baritone, singing the old carol, 
O Come Ye Faithful.’ From this 
the girls swing into a skating number 
which is better than average. 

The acro dance team of Vic, La- 
Marr and the Keene Twins starts 
slowly but earns plenty of salvos be- 
fore it closes with a spectacular 
finish that finds the whole troupe do- 
ng difficult somersaults. 

arry Savoy makes his entrance 
at this point to m.c. A clever comic, 
with a keen sense of timing, he’s 
800d for plenty of euffaws with his 
Bags. some off-color, but none of- 
fensive, Tirza does something called 

© Dance of the Marihuana,’ sup- 
Posed to portray how one feels after 
Smoking reefers. 
removing everything but a G-string. 

t leaves the aud cold. 
thewwin George is a fair juggler but 
doest patter depreciating his work 
ne help put over the act, Tirza 
y ns with her ‘Fountain of Wine 

ance, which is different if nothing 


€ic . . 
slog, After a series of grinds and 
Slides, 


lift as | 


| 


manager. 
Char. 


HIPP, BALTO 
Baltimore, Dec. 24. 
Joe and Jane McKenna, Everett 
West, Dead End Kids (4) with Sam 
(Schlepperman) Hearn, Gwynne, 


Three Samuels & Harriet Hayes (4); 
‘The Amazing Mr. Williams’ (Col). 


Alfred Naroff is the 





Increased talent quantity and qual- 


ity here this week is helping to 


lotfset pre-holiday effect on b.o, and 
ito take advantage of the bullish do- 


She winds up by} 


ings anticipated immediately there- 


after, Booking of Dead End Kids| 
(Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall, er 
Dell and Bernard Punsley) is, on 


the whole, a natural for school va- 
cationers, which was evident when 
caught. 
Gwynne opens program with his 
smooth magic emphasized by his 
good patter. Trick of disappearing 
virl in tiny house run through with 
swords is standout. Followed by 
Joe and Jane McKenna with their 
knockabout, good for laughs and a 
series of bends. Burlesque adagio 
is still the act’s standby and a fitting 
clincher. 
Everett 
whose turn 1s 
standard gestures and_ high-scaled 
closing notes. Of good appearance, 
he scores with ‘South American Way, 
‘Good Night My Beautiful,’ When 
Irish Evese Are Smiling’ anda combo 
encore of ‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Two Gui- 
tars.’ done in the original Russian. 
Taking hold of a made-to-order 
spot, the Dead Enders enter in typi- 
cal tough-guy style, utilizing fairish 
material for an army enlistment 
piece of business. Paced by Sam 
(Schlepperman) Hearn, who interpo- 
lates his standard violin bit in which 
he imitates a trio of fiddles effective- 
lv. turn builds to fairly good results. 
Hearn also plays the enlistment of- 
ficer in the sketch. Takeoff of a 
dame by Gorcey is good for laughs | 
in spite of some blue stuff that’s out 
of sorts for the juve trade. 
Three Samuels and Harriet Hayes 
close. Solid hovfery highlighted by | 
nicely injected comedy, makes for | 
ideal chaser. Solo acro by femme | 


legit singer 
by a few 


West is a 
accented 


lis very strong, and final military tap 


she steps into a fountain from | 


by the quartet is cleverly worked 

out, keeping stubholders seated for 

an extra series of curtains. Biz Okay. 
Burm. 


House | 


|phere and gets the show off to a 


bad and only the followup and ex- 
|pected ‘Sunrise Serenade’ pulls the 
outfit out of a hole. At other points, 
PeeWee Hunt sings ‘Havin’ Any Fun’ 
|and the newer ‘Yodelin’ Jive’ enter- 
| tainingly; Kenny Sargent contributes 
b finely done ‘My Prayer’ and ‘I 
|Cried for You,’ and Murray Mc- 
|Eachern runs the gamut of wind and 
reed instruments, using trombone, 
alto and tenor. sax, clarinet, and 
,; trumpet, to fair results. 

| The only thing keeping the or- 
|chestra from competing strongly for 
ja high spot on current band lists is 
|that the youthful audience which at 
‘one time rated it tops has grown up. 
|There’s a new crop to clamor at the 
| b.o. and the band hasn’t yet learned 
| what it should be treated to. Lead- 
er’s announcements and conducting 
here could be improved, too. 


Trio of turns working with Gray 
j}include Jimmy Savo, Merry Macs 


and Selma Marlowe. Latter is com- 
|petent enough in a session of clear, 
| cleverly executed taps, but is lacking 
as a real applause-puller. 
|her costuming, which seems a bit 
dated, being a heavy-looking, rhine- 
stoned, knee-length dress with a flare 
skirt. Audience here’ responded, 
| however. 

Savo makes every piece of business 
pay dividends. He’s smooth and has 
the ability always to keep his audi- 
ence in the palm of his hand with 


It may be | 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
| Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd & 
|Francetta Malloy, Tito Guizar, 
Grandma Perkins & Co. (2), Orrin & 
| Betty Lou, Doris Mae, 
| Christian, Gregory & Raymond with 
Cherio; ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). 





cates plenty of entertainment 
strength and boxoffice draught. Two 


Guizar handle the wicket-whirling 
assignment. 

Wheeler remains a quiet type of 
comic, being back in Chicago with 
Hank Ladd and Francetta Malloy 
with whom he has been working of 
late. Former is a neat crossfire 
partner for Wheeler, who works 
easily and wins over the aud. 

Guizar registers solidly with his 
warbling, whamming home his south 
of the border numbers. Other 


tine, and then shifts into a xylo- 
phone turn. 





|ally good act. 


' 
| 
| 
| 


| supposedly 


— 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Gautier’s Steeplechase, Bob Hall, 
Lonella O. Parsons unit with Ronald 
Reagan, Arleen Whelan, Susan Hay- 
ward, Jane Wyman, Joy Hodges, June 
Preisser, Mecca Graham; ‘Cat and 
Canary’ (Par). 








The several weeks’ 


hinterland 
trek by Lolly Parsons 


and her 


| Hollywood starlets hasn't done a lot 
| to improve the act. 


It’s still one of 
those tired personal-appearance rou- 
tines that doesn’t capitalize all the 
values of the personable, young and 
somewhat glamorous components. 

They all agree Lolly is a great kid. 
First, a film trailer (Durbin), Errol 
Flynn, Temple, Rooney, Henie, et 
al.) bon-voyage and cheerio Miss 
Parsons on her p.a. tour. Then in 
person the programmed young film 
talent dittoes, compounds it and re- 
iterates it, all in deepest gratitude 
for Lolly and her Hearst column and 
‘the many nice things you've said 
about me.’ 

Set is a hybrid drawingroom-office, 
the columnist’s jour- 
nalistic sanctum. Mecca Graham 
who, in real life aides Miss Parsons, 





Sylvia & | 


headliners in Bert Wheeler and Tito | posite George M. Cohan in 


goes the complete stooge in the 
| Stage road company. He’s a combo 
secretary, personal aide and m.c. as 
he heralds the starlets. 

Sole male sex-appeal is Ronald 
| Reagan who makes capital of his en- 
|gagement with Jane Wyman. As 
might be suspected, it’s the young- 


All-around holiday show that indi- | St€rs with the stage experience who 


1 


| repeat their rostrum clicks, this ap- 
| plying to Joy Hodges, seen op- 
Ta 
Rather Be Right,’ and June (and 
Cherry) Preisser, the boneless acro- 
dancer and comedienne, a petite 
blonde personality click ever since 
her childhood years on the stage. 
There’s plenty of s.a. in the act 
and it might somehow have been put 
together to better showcase ad- 
vantage. As is, it’s a shallow parade, 
held together merely by the thread 
that Reagan is supposed to pick ‘the 
new star of 1940,’ which results in 





vocalizer is Doris Mae, who opens | @ll the ingenues. making a heavy ro- 
her single with a neat singing rou- | mantic pitch for the juve, plus some 


| artful bribery. 


Substance of their 


Handles the woodpile | talents, of course, is the obvious se- 
cleverly and punches over a gener- | quence of specialties. 
Orrin and Betty Lou | 


During their costume changes Miss 


| start the show with a neat little tap | Parsons reels off some newscasting 


turn. 


appearance and are distinctly in- 


were Sylvia and Christian, who are 
particularly effective with a tango. 
Novelty instrumentalists 


stuff on vacuum cleaner and bicycle 
pump, preceded by a legit harmonica 
opener. Wind up with the Theremin 
j electric music box, a fine variety 
novelty stunt. 
|turn but is primarily decorative. 
Good comedy 





Youngsters make a pleasant | from the rostrum. 


gratiating in their style and deliv- 
ery. For the ballroom dances there 


Gregory 
and Raymond score with their hoke | 


hoke by Grandma | hokum 


In a nice, well- 
modulated and modest manner, some 
| of her chit-chat is familiar, being 
| reprises from yesterday columns, 
;One or two are up-to-the-minute. 
|Her recapitulation of one trade 
| paper’s b.o. ratings of the 1939 stars 
| was spieled sans credit to the source. 

The titian Arleen Whelan comes 
| back for her specialty, ‘Siboney,’ vo- 
|calized with but a modicum of 
Latin - rhythmed terp accomp. 


Cherie is also in the | Reagan and his (announced) fiancee, 


| Jane Wyman, do a comedy skit with 
variation, Joy Hodges’ 


his pantos singing and talk bits.| Perkins, who gives ’em a then-and- | swingo version of ‘Blue Skies’ rings 


cigar- 
al- 


slingshot, 
pieces, 


Goes through the 
| lighting and = sundry 
| ways clowning and surefire. 


|My Door,’ which he follows with a 
'burlesqued tight-wire sequence, using 
|a piece of string laid out on the floor. 

Savo is a tough turn to follow 
|ordinarily but the Merry Macs turn 
the trick. Foursome of stylized 
rhythm singers click handsomely 
with ‘Runnin’ Wild, ‘In the Mood’ 
(which isn’t often attempted vo- 
cally), and encore with a_ neatly 
'tricked-up ‘Oh, Johnny.’ 
‘fully costumed quartet can offer its 
highly acceptable fare anywhere. 

Finale has them dropping on the 
elevator with the band, vocalizing 
'Gray’s w.k. theme, ‘Smoke Rings,’ a 
nice touch. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Glyde Snyder, Minnesota Co-Eds | 
(12), Donna May, Large & Morgner, 
Barr & Estes, Charles Butterworth & 


Co. (2), Judy Starr, Jack Malerich’s 
House Orch (18); ‘Money to Burn’ 
(Rep). 

Providing choice amusement fare, 
this show an audience pleaser. 
With Charles Butterworth headlining 
and Judy Starr to top the strong 
supporting talent, layout stacks up 
among the best ofiered at this spot 
Jack Malerich’s orchestra (18), the 


12-gir] Jine and m.c. Glyde Snyder, | 
all house standbys, are also at their 
holdiday best, and that’s plenty good. 

Malerich’s unit, on the elevated 
pit, is in fine fettle for its ‘Toyland 
Fantasy,’ which features a click ren- 
dition of ‘March of the Toys,’ a mite, 
Donna May, who pops out of a large 
box to warble briefly, and an inter- 
lude of tooting on toy instruments. 
Playing the more famous Yuletide 


songs, Malerich, as usual, conducts 
an audience-sing from the console. 
Snyder, who’s also the producer, 


utilizes a festive note in keeping with 


the season for his ensemble num- 
bers. A speedy skating ballet by 


his dancers creates the proper atmos- 
zippy start. 
Tare and Morgner, one-legged 
balancers, amaze by the manner in 
which they’ve overcome their physi- 
cal handicap and are able to per- | 
form difficult feats requiring great | 
strength and muscle control. Barr | 
and Estes, man and woman team, | 


| 


lare big socks with their comedy and ! 


Audi- | 
ence wouldn't let him off, demanding | 
ithe hilarious ‘River Stay Away from | 


This taste- | 


ithe few clicks. 


/now act, and it adds up to consider- | the bell, 


|able laugh material. 


plant in the box for crossfire. Winds 
up with a 


to lead into a Sophie Tucker vocal 
| impersonation. 


| Business was good at the first show | 


Friday (22). Gold. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF. 


| Buffalo, Dec. 25. 


|Emmy’s Pets, Ted Waldman 


Susie, Billy Farrell, Lucy Boots & The 


Billy Taylor, Jans & Wheeler; ‘Cov- 
| ered Trailer (Rep). 





| This spuriously titled exhibit is the 
|third so-called French revue to hit | 
i this spot in the last couple of months. | 
| Judging by this one, they are retro- 


' gressing in quality and entertainment 


value. 

Considerable of the shows’ talent 
falters and most of its production | 
aspects are cornily impotent. When 
it goes girly, it’s burley. ‘Stormy | 
Weather’ crooned over a mike, with 
the girls in cellophane waterproofs, 

ts idea of a high spot in vocal] and 


IS its 


production number. Costumes and 
scenery is show-worn redeemed 
somewhat by the attractive undress 
of the ensemble. Berni Vici’s girl 
orch is loud and careless, and the 
leader’s playing and conducting ap- 


pear superfluous. 

Yvette Dare’s ‘sacred’ Balinese par- 
rot dance seems a long way to go for 
just a strip tease. They’re doing it 
as well and with quicker action in 
the local burleys. Boots and Taylor 
open the variety with scrambled 
chatter in the coffee and cake man- | 
ner. Carl Emmy’s dogs are among 
Waldman and Susie 
try to dress their excellent harmon- 
ica playing turn into a smart patter 
act with indifferent success. Billy 
Farrel’s plain and fancy taps would 
be better without the persiflage. Jans 


| 


and Wheeler hit the high spot of the he 


show with their smooth comedy acro- 
batics to go over for best returns. 

The general impression is one of 
fair vaude talent surrounded by elab- 
orate but road-weary nudity show. 
The unit will have to get by for en- 
tertainment on the strength of the 
former, despite the obvious appeal 
to the stags of the latter. 

Caught Saturday night (23), house 
was about three-quarters filled, most- 
ly men, which is good business for 
the date. Burton. 


waltz-clog vs. jitterbug | other 
number that is fine and lands solidly | June Preisser’s 


Count Berni Vici’s ‘Comedie Fran- | 
ecais2’ unit with Yvette Dare, Carlton 


| often and fast with his patter. 
| peats a few of his best quips from 
|an earlier appearance this season and 
_tops ’em with a flock of fresh mate- 


reflecting her mike and 


Has plenty of | stage technique, she being originally 
good talk and is aided cleverly by a|a vocalist with bands on 


the air. 
Susan Hayward with Reagan, in an- 
comedy meller sketch, and 
‘I Oughta Dance’ 
| specialty, including her lithe and 
limbre acrobatic falls, stop the show. 
Miss Parsons does some quiz stuff 
next, answering a number of writ- 
| ten audience questions that sound on 
the level. She handles that in 
innocuous if not particularly con- 
spicuous manner. Thence ‘Oh Ron- 
nie, parody on ‘Oh Johnny,’ with 
Reagan the subject for the finale. 


Opening is Gautier’s Steeple- 
& |chase, standard pony-and-dog act. 
four Shetlands are _ clever 


caperers, and ditto Gautier’s terriers. 
Their master paces them brightly, 
briskly and fetchingly through their 
six minutes to a strong score. His 
smiling easy stage style is idea) for 
a kiddie turn of this type. Bob Hall 


|is still Bob Hall in the deuce, with 


forced 
Abel. 


his longwinded, somewhat 
rhymes. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 21. 
Henny Youngman, Smiles & Smiles, 
Four Arleys, The Smarties (4), Three 
White Whirlwinds, Larry Flint House 
Orch; ‘Heroes in Blue’ (Mono) and 
‘Crashing Through’ (Criterion), dual, 
One of the best bills of the season, 
With credit going to the entire line- 


up. Henny Youngman headlines and 
m.c.s, and has the laughs coming 


Re- 


rial. His burlesque of a rugged bari- 
tone giving out on a messed-up lyrie 
is a neat climax, Sandwiches in some 


| fiddling, but it’s nothing more than 
| background for his horseplay. 


Four Arleys, opening, hand out 
plenty of thrills with their risley 
turn. Pulse quickeners include a 

ad-to-head stand, with a man 


| carrying a girl up, over and down a 
| double ladder by sheer balance, and 


a balance by a girl sitting on a chair, 


| teetering on a horizontal bar which 


tops a high pole balanced by an une 


Three White Whirlwinds close 
with their showmanly rollerskating 
routine that holds constant attention, 
Deuce act is Smiles and Smiles, 
dusky, swingy ballroom team. Duo 

‘Continued on page 40) 


| derstander. 
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y Fisher 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 


RIDIN Lea 
soseph Hayes Oro 
Lexington Casino 


Yar land Sis 
Games Ore 


Charl e 
Vieki cooper 
Rube, Johnny & E 
Bob White ; 
Clifford «& Jackson 

tie Nelson 

riie 4 . 
es e costello 
Helen Wilson 

like Jaffree 
: Golden Gate Gls 
Harry Kose 
Helen Hayes 

Lido Venice 

4 Glamour Gis 
Frankie Sieuth 
Rita Rio 
June 
Frank S¢ hiuth 
Sunny Mason 
Lido Venetians 
Laura Crane 
Murphy «& Yvonne 
Little Rathskeller 
Dave Fox 


MacVepper 
Irene hay 
Peter 5S 
Lynne & 
Sharon 


Deering 
Harvey 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Countess Romoff 
Count Romoft 


Manoa Inn 
Bob Ridley 


Leslie Sis 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Satlade 
Dee Doree 
Whirlwind Trio 
New Leader Cafe 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Davie Steiner 
Detty Moore 
Rose Gillen 
Pegey LaMarr 
Open Door 
Pastines & Fr'chon 
Casmiera Trio 
Jimmy Rossi 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Don Anton Ore 
Peacock Gardens 


Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 
Paiumbo’'s 
Flash & Dash 
Bernard & Rich 
Gotham Gls 
Val Mar 
Johnny Leary 
William Hendrique 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Edina Vernon 
Howard Reynold O 
Don and Juan | 
Pilly Beek 
Odelle Allan 
Philadelphian Room | 
Shayne & Armstr’g | 
Martha Perry | 
Dick Satterfield 
Lee Kuhn Ore } 
Katherine Smith | 
6 Frolicettes 
Rusty Chapelli 
Eart Denny Ore 
Billy Kenny 
Billy Julian 
j 





Purple Derby 
Rella Belmont 
Grey & H 
Marty F 
Rrily 


rlowe 
itzgerald 
Huxhes 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Jean Lamarr 
Al Blane 
Margie Mealy | 
Beity Meal) 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) | 
Leo Zollo Ore 


| 
| 
} 


Mildred Rogers 
Raiph Eastwood 
Ked Lion Inn 
Day Sis 
Al Streit Oro 
Kitty Smith 
Joe Armstrong 
Frank Lumont 
Sunsom House 
Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Spirits of Rhythm 

Harry McKay 


Warren & Bodee 
3 Tell Sis 
Spatola’s 


Doris Stauffer 
Daphne Stauffer 
Bob Ryan 

Stork Club 
Margie Smith 


Judy Cummings 
David Cooper 

De Mayos 

Henry Vatrick Ore 


Alan Gale 
Diane Cooper 
Stamp's Cafe 
George Scotti 
Bert Lemish 
Jean Starr 
Al Moore Gls 
Ruby Barth 
Jerri Vance 
Johnny Welsh 
4 Music Hall G's 
Pops & Louie 
Silver Lake Inp 
(Clementon) 
Johnny Kraus 
Burns & Dunn 
Dick Wilson 
Al Ross 
Mariyn Maynres 
George Reed 
20th Century 
Clie Conrad 
16 Yvonettes 
Shannon & Mein 
Billie Ritoa 
Hal Thompson Orc 
Midgie Fellows 
Phil Spitainy Ore 
Venice Grille 
Fay Ray 
Shandor & Margo 
Tanya Garth 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Viking Cafe 
Rilly Keaton 
Shannon & Mein 
Jimmy Naegra Orc 
Cleo Barr 
Grace O'Hara 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


Jules Flacco 

Rudy HBruder 

Pyran & Raina & Y 

Syd Golden 

Pat Sullivan 

Szita & Anita 

Raths'r Eldoradians 

Ted & Julia 

Motter & Davis 

Russel & Christine 
Wilson's 


Joe Hough, m.e. 
8&8 Guardsmen 
Marion 

Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Gruce 
Clayton J 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Bakay 

Yacht Club 
Mimi 


yinson 


Geo 


Stewart 


} Joan Coraz 


Carits 
June 
Harry 


Rollette 
Lorn Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Arno & Arnette 
Martha Lee 
Alpinettes (6) 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bankofft & (@gnnon 
Marlyn Brittain 
Kay Prazis (3) 
George Everett Hale | 
Thelma Sloan 

Alrway Club 
Troy Singer Oro 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Chicita 
Lillian Young 
Harvey & Ethel 
Louis Deppe 

Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Lane, Edw'ds, Allen 
Harriette Cross 

_ College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Jockey Wilson 
Ea Mathews 
Esther Jacobs 

Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Velva Nalley 
Jackie Cornell 
Eddie Barnes 
Pear} Magley Line 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna Grille 
Mona Marll 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dieta 
Pete Zuma 

Hotel Allerton 





Hotel Cleveland 


Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Steriing 
Marty Lake Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Romono Costello 
Randoiph Conjurer 


Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Terry Lawlor 
Bernhardt & @ 
Mirth & Mack 
Romany Three 


Hotel Statler 
Richard Bone Ore 
Dorothy Stone 
Charles Collins 
Myrus 
Frances Ernst 
Sam Costello 


Jack & Eddie's 
Tillian Robertson 
Bette Evans 
Joan Dal 
Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Potson Gardner 
Pita White 
Harold Simpson 

Monaco's Cafe 
Ted, Mary Taft 
Tete Cornwall 
Harry Terris 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagiand O 

Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone 
Mickey Katz 

Seuthern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 

Famous Door 
Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 
Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


Ore 


Or 


MIAMI 


Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 
Belmont 


Saul Burgess Ore 
Bee Kalmus 
Buddy Walker 
Bill Jordan's 
Beth Challis 
Earle Whittemore 
Wanda Dawson " 
Madam Alexa 

arie Stanley 
Maxine York 


Club Ha-H 
Don Charles Ore 
Tor, ayton 
Johnny Mangum 
ae Hendrix 
Bey LaMarr 
Nt y Kennedy 
“Ck Gallucel 





Paul Rissell 
Norman Lewis 
Teddy Coppy 

Bill Rohmer 

Lynn & Johnson 
Five O’ClIsck Club 
Walter Feldkamp O 
Jose Tomasio Ore 


La Paloma Club 
Frank Tally Ore 
Emogene Weaver 
Evelyn Clark 
Don Lucas 
Pat Doyle 
Vicki Van Payne 
Toni Lane 
Eve Wilson 

Paddock Club 
Leon Prima Orc 


Ann Lester 

Newell & Steger 

Rogers & Morris 
Kiptide Club 

Bob Yates 

Te ona 

Bitly Cook 


Roney Plaza 


Joha Uppman 
Beverly Kirk 
Barry Devine 
Murray Dancers 

Koyal Palm 
Herman 
at Rooney, Jr 
4 Sidneys 





Michael Zarin Ore 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Meyers 
Kendall 
sammy 
edith 
Dot Franey 
Iecolettes (4) 
(Motor Bar) 


Jack Ore 
Williams 
Jarvis 


Dustman 


Eddie Fritz Ure 
Bowery 

Jackie Coogan 

Towne & Lee 


Claude & 
bith 


Corinne 
D’Orsay 


Roweryettes (12) 
| Harvey Stone 
j} Johnny King 


(‘has Carlisle 
Benny Kesh Ore 


Blue Lanterno 
Allan Gerhardt 
(‘oy Quintet 
Temple & Marie 
La Comparsita 
Lee Walters Ore 


Sally Gay 


DETROIT 


Morocco 
Joan Hope 
Ben Omar 
Lillian Palmer 
lilarry Jarkey 
Earl Bammell Ore 


Northwood Inna 
Spec & Spot 
Geraldine Ross 
Gus Howard 
Jack Campbeil Orc 


Oasis 

Ethel & Lewis 
Aileen Mariowe 
Ariene Whitney 
Dotty Sloarne 
buddy Lester 
Sammy Stern Ore 

Palm Beach 
Elton & Rita 
Allen & Parker 
Adorables (6) 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 





Commodore Club 
Ethel Shutta 
Gillette & Richards 
De Martins 
Larry Vincent 
Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Orc 





Corktown Tavern 
Arlene & Borden 
Armand Delmar 
Myra Lott 

Mario & Marina 
Renee Hartmen 
Orlando 

Klien Kay 

Dick Haviland 


Eddie Bratton Ore 


Club Impertal 
Weber Sis 
Anita James 
Sigrid Fox 
Betty Dudley 
Kay Carroll 
Delores Vinaro 
4 Gingerettes 
Norman Priest 
Sid Ward 
Nub Brown Ore 


London Chop House 
Jolly Frairs Ore 
Ethel Sheperd 

| Havenero 4 

| Pura Reyes 

i Carlos Espino 





{ 


Mayfair 
Rlack Bros 
| Art Mee 
| Frank Kini 
| Eleanor Silk 
Phil Olsen Ore 


| MINNEAPOLIS 


| Coliseum 
} Jack Kane's Ore 
| 
} Commodore 
| K Davenport Or (5) 
} Arthur 
Curly’s 
I. McNabb Ore 
| Jimmy 
Pearl 
| Flying Buddies 
Thelna 
| Gill Robson 
| Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O (8) 
| Madelyn Joyce 


Johnny Dean 


Murray Dan 


Powatan 
| Lew Fidler Ore 
Yacht Club Boys 
Redford Inn 
Don Miller Orc 
Vocalians 
Club Royale 
Dean Murphy 
Bonners 
Renee & Root 
Mary Jane Brown 
Rovalettes 


Saks 


Freddie Bernard 
3 Debs 


Pol Mars (6) 














i George Kavanagh C 


San Diego 
4 Adorables 
Petti & Lester 
jnbe Sylvia 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Verne's 
Sid Schaps 
Verneites 
Jimmy & 
Romona & 
Lee Gordon 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Koom) 
‘Guv’ Welch 
| Jim Deland 
|} Harry Jenkins 
' Byron Richards 


AND ST. PAUL 


Myrtle 
Hughes 
re 





Minnesota 
|} 18 Chester Ore (14 
i} Edna & J 
| Dolores O'Neill 
} Al Stuart 
| Arthur Murray 
| Monte Cuthbert 


! President 


Al Wehte Ore (5) 
Yom Allen 


Shelden Gray 
Joy Bennett 
riny Crawford 


Silver Tray 


O Bellman Ore (5) 








Crawford & oe 


Timberg, J | 


Danny Demetry ore | 


Terrace 


Torrence 


Dan 


Charlie Gosnell Plaza Cafe 


tg Gore Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Bate tan ness Dewey Moon 
aic « a9 s , 
— a sro 
Pat McGowan Vesi wa 


1 Norm: : P 
Joe Klein ! orma Shea 


Mme. Bonaffon 
Old Shay Gardens Riviera 
Etz! Covato Ore Owen Pieper Ore 
Kashido Okada 
Nita Raymond Show Boat 
Detty Nylander H Middleman Ore | 
Dance Darlings Janet Heller | 
Bill Dougias Jackie Hletler 
Dean Sayre Sky-Vue 
Dick Smith Marty Gregor Ore 





Orchard Union Grill 
Jimmy Gamble Ore | Art Yageilo 
Jay Loring } Frank Natale 
Chuck Miller Mike Sandretto 
Pines Webster Hall 





Ray Englert Ore Michele Bertola 








‘Manny Prager to Front 
Alabama Campus Orch 


Instead of building a new orches- | 


tra Manny Proger, former sax 
player-singer with Ben Bernie, is 
taking over a group of Alabama, 


Polytechnic graduates who call them- | 
selves the Auburn Cavaliers. Pracer | 
will join them a week before they 
are scheduled to open under his 
| baton at the Radison hotel, Minne- 
|apolis, Jan. 6, in order to break in 
as their leader. 

He'll probably meet 
Tampa, Florida, Jan. 1 
outfit is to play a date. It’s now a 
cooperative group, which arrange- 
ment will be given up when Prager 
: steps in. 


RKO Claims 


—Continued from page 4 


them in 
where the 





»} 








ter and the balance of the unse- 
cured creditors at $2.75. 


Judge Bondy’s opinion, in okay- 
ing the agreement, was brief. He 
declared, ‘Without any determina- 
tion by the court that the underwrit- 
|ing proposal dated Dec. 11, 1939, was 
unfair in any respect, the Atlas Corp. 
jhas voluntarily agreed to a modifi- 
|cation thereof, whereby it agrees to 
pay $3 a share for each share of the 
new common stock to which it is 
entitled to subscribe, without any 
| deduction for the compensation with 
{respect to such shares provided for 
| by subdivision B, Paragraph 5, of the 
underwriting proposal. After a care- 
| ful consideration of the evidence, in- 
cluding the very thorough and help- 
ful reports by the SEC, the Court 
approves the underwriting proposal 
as modified.’ 





) 


Judge Bondy on Tuursday (21) ap- 
proved allowances to Irving Trust 
and its attorney, William J. Donovan, 
| giving the trustee $32,500 and $50,000 
'to Donovan. This covered services 
from October, 1938 to October, 1939, 
| Irving Trust had requested $65,000, 
}and Donovan’s firm $75,000. Both 
|! together have now received $585,000 





| Pearson Bros St. Paul Hotel | from the beginning of the trustee- 
Red’ Carter Hwd ‘Playboys’ (4) | ship in 1934. Prior to this application 
lounge Pierre Terrace Cafe |and allowance, the trustee had re- 
oe eee tes Art Mooney Or (12)/ ceived $192,500, and the -counsel 
” Marigold Mane Yitei $310,000. Price Waterhouse was also 
|Sitdway Gardens | Randy Sauls allowed $4,800 for auditing RKO's 
F Bow Bill's Or (6) !Garron & Bennett | books in 1938. They reported they 
spent $5,195, but the smaller amount 
SYRACUSE was the maximum allowed to them 
Club Candes . Kay's by virtue of a prior agreement. 
Leon Royky Ore | Geo Wilman Ore Board Action Revealed 
Irving Jacobs erey ac 
Northern Flashes Pessy Jacobs Afterm: ‘ ‘ , 
a raph gy, ol Clarence Marcely Aftermath of the approval by 
Madge Payne Chicki LaBelle Judge Bondy of the Atlas under- 
Marge & Cunn’ham | qGiadys Martin | writing agreement for the RKO new | 
Club Irving Bianea common stock occurred at the board 
a dP ge gl Lincoln Inn | meeting (12) when one-half of the 
Bonita * | Jack's Swingsters | board rejected the agreement. 
Rite Sol | Mal Noble p noon | Minutes of the meeting were filed in 
Greenwich Village | Geo 2 See n | yt N. Y. federal court Thursday 
Anton Cotton Ore oan ‘ | SG Ze 
irene ant 2 an oe | Raymond Bil!, Thomas P. Durell, 
Vera Burnett | Parisian Divorcees | Frederick L. Ehrman and N. Peter 
Pg ey | Stivia Brown” Rathvon were the directors who 
lCathertne Brent Vera Francouer voted in favor of the agreement 


Anchorage { 
Hughie Morton Orc} 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Orc 

Balconader 

Rodgers Ore 
Alee 


Rart 
Dottie 
Bill Green's 
Phil Levant Ore 
Gale Robbins 
Don Gardoni 


Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Orc 
Aloha Dean 
O'Dare & Drew 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Rernie Lambert 
Ray Stiles 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Harlem Casino 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Froshine 
Jellia Smith 
Ralph Brown 
Genevieve Glover 
Moke & Poke 


Or 





PITTSBURGH 


Red 
Judy 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maple Ore 
Nay Catizone 
Hilly 
sam 


Simmons 
Cadova 


t1zZz0 
Shombereer 
(Gay 80's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 

Hotel Wm Penn 

(Chatterbox) 

Johnny Long Ore 
Jack Edmundson 
Helen Young 
Swede Nielsen 
Trusty & O'Connor 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizene 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 
Al DiLernia 


New Penn 
June Gardner Orc 
Gene Navarre 
Patsy Faye 
Cc & P D Wayne 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Nitza & Ravel 
Gale 6 
Manning & Mitzi 
Angelo Di Palma 

Nut House 





Faye & Jimmy 
‘Myrtle Wilson 


Ted Blake Orc 


John E. Par- 
Schmus and L. P 
| Yandell voted to reject the agree- 
ment. After the deadlock, the board 
chairman, Richard C. Patterson, Jr., 
voted in favor. 
Three members of the board did 
not vote, these including George J.} 
| Schaefer, Ned E. Depinet and L. 
| Lawrence Green. The latter refused | 
| to vote because the interests he rep- 
|resents are not in favor of any | 
agreement at all. | 


Schaefer and Depinet, both speak- | 
ing for the RKO management, de- 
clared that continuance of the com-) 
pany in bankruptcy is proving em-' 
barrasing to the management, and! 
distinctly harmful in the operation 
of so highly competitive a business. 
Early consummation, declared Schae- | 
fer, would be beneficial to the estate. 


| James G. Harbord, 
sons, W. G. Van 


| 





Fox-WC Yule Largesse 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 
Fox West-Coast distributed $55,000 ; 
in Christmas bonuses and $5,000 in| 
‘insurance dividends among circuit | 
employees. Outlay for the current | 
Yule is about the same as last year’s. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 





was the prominence given ‘Gone With the Wind.’ Latter was one of those 


| intangible things, those in the street being suddenly apprised of the fact 


that the day of big coin grosses in the U. S. was not entirely past. 

The Loew financial report covering the fiscal year ending last August 
reflects that the loss from the foreign market, because of the European 
war, would not be nearly as bad as originally expected. There also was 
growing conviction that a substantial part of this loss would be more than 
made up by improved sales both domestically and in certain countries 
such as the Latin-Americas and Australia. 


‘Professor Mamlock, Soviet-made anti-Nazi film, which created only a 
mild flurry in the U. S. when released a year ago, is still something of an 
international incident in Great Britain, where they like the way it smacks 
the Nazis, but loathe the fact that the smacking is done by Communists. 

As released in Engiand, there is no hint in the credit lines tha. th pic is 
of Soviet origin, in fact, newspaper accounts blandly state it was banned in 
the U. S. S. R. Any superimposed title that the film’s heroes are Com- 
munists has been blacked out, making the screen a succession of smudges, 
which baffle the fans. The final scene, showing young German Comes 
munists in an underground meeting of victory, has been cut, so the fadeout 

| has the Nazis winning with their murder of Prof. Mamlock, the Jew. 


University of Chicago round table on ‘Propaganda—What It Means to 


You,’ broadcast on Nov. 26 « -r NBC brought a mention of ‘The Mon- 
roe Doctrine’ ‘Warner short) as an instance of ‘coloring’ or ‘ecard stack- 


ing. H. C. Peterson, author of ‘Propaganda for War’ and history pro- 
fessor at University of Oklahoma, said the short made reference to Ause- 
tria, Prussia and Russia as ‘enemies’ but omitted ‘England or France.’ 
Peterson remarked that the film did not even touch on the Venezuelan 
| affair. This was a boundary dispute between that country and Great 
Britain which President Cleveland insisted should be arbitrated, to protect 
American interests. 





New spotlight gun, mounted on a regular machine gun standard, !s get- 

| ting a tryout at Metro by cameraman George Folsey. Folsey trains his 

sights like a machine gunner and keeps the player covered wherever he 

or she moves. He says it solves the equal light distribution problem in 
moving camera work. 

Tiny spotlights of a new type, designed by Leon Shamroy at 20th-Fox, 
are being used for the first time in ‘Little Old New York.’ Invention was 
made to cope with changed conditions brought about by the new super- 
|sensitive negative. With the new film, Shamroy pointed out, ordinary 
lamps often throw too much light. 





David O. Selznick’s ‘Gone With the Wind’ ran up a cost of $3,800,000. 
Metro put up $1,000,000 of this total and in addition loaned Clark Gable 
for the Rhett Butler role. Selznick International provided remainder of 
| the coin outlay. Metro gets its money out first from the incoming revenue 
for its contribution to the financing, after which S-I cuts its share. Profits 
will be split down the middle between the two companies. Figured that 
M-G will have its investment back within a year while Selznick not ex- 
pected to retrieve his ccin before two years. Unofficial estimates of 
probable profits on the picture run between $3,000,000 and $5,000,000. 


| 


| Control of Pathe Labs is developing into a quiet undercover fight, ac- 
cording to latest information in Wall Street. There are currently about 
11,600 shares outstanding, all traded on ‘Over-the-Counter’ market. Recent 
| buying in the issue is supposed to have been by one single purchaser who 
now is reported to hold about 2,000 shares, this buying having eliminated 
approximately 200 stockholders, according to latest information. The first 
five largest stockholders thus far own nearly 50% of the total number of 
, shares outstanding but the interesting development is just how extensive 
the present buying campaign for company contro] will extend. 

Lewis Howard, who plays feature role with Deanna Durbin in Univer- 
sal's ‘First Love,’ turned down the top male role in her previous film, 
‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up.’ Son of a wealthy New York family, the 
21-year-old youth was appearing in ‘Fabulous Invalid’ and wanted more 

' experience on the legit stage. Day the film was released in New York, 
however, he called the Universal office and admitted he was sorry about 
| what he had feregone. He was signed for the new film and went to the 
Coast last May. 





Discontinuing its ‘Lone Ranger’ serials this season, Republic Is making 
an effort to carry over part of their theme into the ‘Three Mesquiteer’ 
series, which goes into its fourth year with the current release of ‘The 
Kansas Terrors.’ 

Bob Livingstone, who played the ‘Lone Ranger’ in the serials last year, 
has been returned to the top role in the ‘Mesquiteers.’ In ‘Terrors’ he dons 
his ‘Ranger’ mask and whisks away on Silver, only omitting the ‘Hiyo.’ 
John Wayne was in the ‘Mesquiteers’ lead this season. 





Szoke Szakal, who'll make his first American film appearance in Deanna 
Durbin’s next, ‘It’s a Date,’ was brought over from Hungary by Joe Pas- 
ternak about seven months ago. Pasternak has kept him under wraps 
while having him taught English. Szakal is a w.k. vaude and legit comic 
in Europe and has played in numerous films in various languages. 

Pasternak imported Felix Bressart under similar circumstances several 
years ago. Bressart’s latest role was in ‘Ninotchka.’ 

J. H. Jacobson, in charge of Metro-Goldwyn, 
Dutch East Indies, is looking for a farm. 


of a 53-acre 


in Batavia, Java, and 
He answered an ad offering sale 
farm published in the May 16 issue of the Youngstown (O.) 
Vindicator. His letter, dated Oct. 24, came via Amsterdam, Holland, to 
the farmer, one J. L. Eisner, of Kelliogsville, O. Jacobsen said he picked 
up the local sheet and saw the ad, so he wrote for full particulars and 
photographs. Paper is now boasting of its want-ad results. 

Big-budgeted hoss opera was ready to start two weeks ago but the star 
took a slant at the script and decided that one of the featured players was 
getting too fat a role. Lines had to be revamped to cut down the featured 
player and build up the star. Meanwhile, the other members of the cast, 
already fitted with costumes, are sitting around waiting for new copies of 
the script. 








Characters in new Aldous Huxley book, to be published in March by 
Harpers, are said to be very thinly disguised and recognizable as a news- 
paper publisher and a film star. Book, which will be titled ‘After Many 
a Summer Dies the Swan,’ has already been published in England under 
the tag, ‘After Many a Summer.’ Anecdotes similar to those in the death 
of a top film director some years ago, are also said to be discernable. 


Highest little theatre in the world is on the 63rd floor of the RCA bullde 
ing, N. Y. It is the air-conditioned projection room of Technicolor, ad- 
joining the company’s offices on the same floor. Auditorium, seating 20 


| to 25 people, is used exclusively for showing recently completed Technie 


color films and those of client firms. Technicolor layout is higher above 
the street level than the auditoriums in the Chrysier and Chanin buildings. 





Although the whereabouts of Marian F. Jordan, Paramount manager at 
Warsaw, still is unknown, receipt of his personal card inside a Christmas 
envelope from Berlin convinced Par officials that he was safe. Ever since 
Warsaw was bombarded and captured by Nazi troops, information on Jor- 
dan has been lacking. 
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KEITH’S, BOSTON 


(Continued from page 37) 
show off a good variety of steps, in- 
cluding taps, bucks, rhumba and a 
few acrobatic whirls, and boy has a 
buck solo that’s particularly okay. | 
Team has plenty on the ball, though 
not yet ready for big time. 

Local radio act, The Smarties, 
three boys and a girl, are swingy, 
making best impression in ‘Piggy 
Wiggy Woo’ and ‘In the Mood.’ 
Voices blend well, and although their 
mike technique manifests plenty of 
radio experience, none but the girl 
has professional stage presence. 

Larry Flint rates a bow this week 
for a cleverly arranged Christmas 
overture. Designing and executing | 
of a timely seasonal siage set which 
lands spontaneous applause is the, 
work of John Wheeldon and Harold 
Avidisian. Fox. 





ed enough to seek a house which spe- 
cializes in newsreels. The Chicago, 
State-Lake, Oriental, Roosevelt, 
United Artists, Palace, Apollo and 
Garrick are first-run news spots on 
their own and can rin newsreels 
day-and-date with the Telenews in 
addition to their regular programs. 
Then there’s the rather expensive 
nut. Group operating the Telenews 


‘is paying a reported $40,000 a year 


for the bare walls, having paid for 
all equipment. With a number of 
operators, plus expenses lor opera- 
tion, the weekly overhead cost is es- 
timated at approximately $2,500-$2,- 
800. That's a pretty stiff figure for 
a 600-seat house at 25c. 


. ' 
This house is operated by the same | 


syndicate which operates the Tele- 
news, San Francisco, the Embassy 


‘and other newsreel houses in New 


York. Both president Herbert Shef- 
tel and W. French Githens were on 
hand for the getaway here, with 


_ Sylvan Goldfinger, ex-B. & K. man- 
ORPHEUM, MPLS. peg active charge of the house. 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24. | 
Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis Orch (12),) 
Bill Owens, Gene Sheldon & Co. (2), 
Julie Sherwin, Wynn, Brock & Ames, , 
Pansy the Horse! ‘Daytime Wife | 
(20th). 








It’s a hep-cat’s holiday here this 
week with Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis and | 
his orchestra fairly blasting the roof 
off with their swing With the or-| 
chestra working overtime, Davis | 
gives it to ’'em in large doses, and 
judging by the reception at show 
eaught, there’s no surfeit of the jit- 
terbug stuff, the customers eating it 
up. Enthusiastic shouts, whistling, 
stamping and applause out front vie 
with the noise on stage. 

Excepting the bass viol and piano, 
brasses hold complete sway, unit 
tossing restraint to the discard in 
nearly every number. Davis is his 
usual smiling, energetic self. He 
m.c.s, batons, occasionally trumpets, 
and also vocalizes. 

Bill Owen, baritone, scores with 
the band’s help, singing ‘South of 
Border,’ ‘Day In, Day Out’ and ‘My 
Prayer’ to chalk up heavy returns. 
Wynn, Brock and Ames, two men in 
tails and a girl, are topnotch preci- 
sion and rhythm tapsters whose diffi- 
cult steps, routines and whirls, ex- 
ceptionally well executed, win favor. 
The girl solos weil with a kicking 
tap and the boys do a fast routine in | 
unison. 

“When Buddha Smiles’ is right up 
the orch’s alley and the boys, includ- 
ing Davis on the trumpet, get plenty 
hot. Gene Sheldon, onetime Minne- 
sota theatre m.c. cops laughs here 
with his mugging, a la Simple Simon, 
and his click banjo playing. A fem- 
inine looker stooges during a part 
of the act, which is familiar here but 
nevertheless gets smash results. 

Julie Sherman, husky-voiced war- 
bler, also is a big winner. She sells 





such surefire pops as ‘Oh, Johnny’ in | 


a distinctive style. ‘Hawaiian War 
Chant’ is especially notable for its 
appeal. Davis also joins her for a 
comedy song that’s expertly sold. 

The band swings 
blisteringly and the pianist goes at 
breakneck speed for a_ solo bit. 
Shapely Virginia Mayo, a treat for 
the optics, puts her make-believe 
horse, ‘Pansy’, through merriment- 
provoking antics. It’s a_ clicky 
comedy turn in which two men con- 
stitute the animal. 

Davis sings ‘Can’t Give Anything 
But Love’ and then the band goes 
into ‘Old King Cole,’ ‘Jumping Jive’ 
and several other such blazing num- 
bers in rapid succession. 

House nearly filled at the second 
Sunday performance. Rees. 


TELENEWS, CHI 


(NEW) 








Chicago, Dec. 23. 
For years now there has been talk 
that Chicago should or shouldn't 
have a newsreel house. At one time 
Balaban & Katz was on the verge of 
converting the Garrick into a news- 
reel spot. Essaness tried it half-way 


at the Woods by ballyhooing the | 
newsreel portion of the film show. | 


But now Chicago at last has its own 
newsreel house, on State street, ad- 
jacent to the B. & K. Chicago flag- 
on ically, i 

ysically, it’s a splendid house. 
There are 600 seats Pa modern * 
atre, 400 downstairs and 200 in the 
balcony. Treatment throughout is 


sleek and modern in the almost com- | 


plete absence of architectural deco- 
rations. Seats, screen, sound and at- 
mosphere are all fine. 

But the problem is: What about 
business? 

House thus far is signatured for 
four of the five newsreel services. 
with negotiations still on for the 
Chicago Daily News-Universal servy- 
ice. Also uses the local Illinois 
Newsreel. In addition, there are 
shorts of all companies to round out 
a 60-minute show which retails at 
25c. at all times, grinding from 9 
a. m. to past midnight, 

A quarter is a lot of money in the 
Loop these days for entertainment, 
considering the fact that the Chicago 
next door gives you a topflight fea- 
ture and headline names on the 
stage for 35c. At the State-Lake 
across the street and the Oriental 


around the corner, 25c is the admis- | Navy, strengthening the vital island | would have a 
sion price for a stage and screen! of Guam and taking an active role ifully following 


show during the afternoon and 40c at 
night 

It becomes questionable, 
whether Chicagoans are news-mind- 


a Leet | pa NS Ney 


‘Jin gle Bells’ | 


first, | 


House can look forward to plenty 
of stiff competition from the other 
Loop houses. Already these have 
begun spotting display stuff in their 
ads regarding their own newsreels. 

Gold. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

War on the nigh seas, a sprinkling 
of sports and an array of publicity 
blurbs for forthcoming film produc- 
tions clutter up this week's reels. 
Even the sprightly shorts, ‘Stranger 
Than Fiction,” and a Magic Carpet of 
Movietone about Australia fail to lift 
the program out of the doldrums. 

With sea warfare in America’s 
backyard, including the scuttling of 
the Columbus, dash of the Nazi 
Arauca for a Florida haven, and the 
Graf Spee incident off Montevideo, 
the newsreels are disappointing com- 
pared with coverage by radio and 
newspapers of same subjects. Pic- 
tures on the Spee incident show the 
German pocket battleship after its 
gun fight with British battlewagons. 
Ship, at anchor, is sloppily photo- 
graphed, with whole subject being 
generally dull. Both Movietone and 
News of Day use library shots of the 
Columbus, latter being best. Re- 





| adjunct to the pic. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec, 24. 
The Gauchos, Jack Lenny & Stat- 


ller Twins, Don Cummings, Jeanne | 


| Devereaux & Valya Valentinoff, Al 
| Trahan, 20 Rhythm Rockets; House 
| Orch with Don Donato; ‘Everything 
| Happens at Night’ (20th). 

House productionist Gene Ford has 
done neat job of welding this one 
| into both Christmas revue and clever 
Holiday twist is 
inevitable, but dolling toe dancer up 
in white pompons to spin against 
elaborate snow scene also is clever 
bow to the Sonja Henie film. Latter 
number. handled as ‘Arctic Fantasy,’ 
also includes new novelty ditty writ- 
ten by Ford, ‘Gertie’s Galoshes,’ 
building out of nut penguin bit into 
production splash with line in boots 
with bells on ’em. 

Another new guest conductor, Don 
| Donato, opens doings with overture 
featuring ‘Jingle Bells.’ done a la 
Liszt, Mendelsohn, Bach, et al., Do- 
nato taking both piano and hot trum- 
pet solos. His arrangements and his 
music-making are strong, but sup- 
posedly whimsical announcement is 
a skidder, 

Curtains open on the Gauchos (7), 
all-male teeterboard outfit, who tear 
off usual routines with two boards, 
a 20-foot tower and a chair. Troupe 
holds ’em throughout. Highlights, 
flipping two to one-high and ‘young- 
est member of company’ via two- 
and-a-half somersaults into-chair, get 
hefty plaudits. Jack Lenny, in tails, 
and Statler Twins, platinum blonds 
in light blue satin housecoatish get- 
ups, follow with smooth and stand- 
ard taps, mixed with nice jitterbug 
breaks. He also takes it alone, gals 
return in briefer garb for short duet, 
and all three finish okay with what 
appears to be a speed-up repeat of 
their opening routine. 

Don Cummings, a_ white-tie-and- 
tails Will Rogers, is next, and keeps 
‘em chuckling constantly with run- 
ning patter, and the intermittent 
buildup of his camel-through-the- 
needle’s-eye rope stunt. Latter is 
still surefire finish. 

Traveler spreads on fullstage toy- 





mainder of story by the two reels | 
is of the Tuscaloosa’s arrival in N. Y. | 


and shots of crew survivors. Latter, 
incidentally, were on the Embassy 
screen several hours after they were 
taken (Thursday). 

Universal managed to get clips of 
the Arauca’s arrival in a Florida 
port after escaping a British cruiser. 
It’s more exciting. Paramount de- 
picts scenes in Helsinki after the 
first Soviet bombings and Finnish 
white-clad soldiers maneuvering in 
the snow. All the reels chip in with 
assorted clips on the western front 
and sinkings by mines in the North 
Sea. Paramount’s ‘headlines’ 
anything but as projected in this 


| issue, indicating an off-week. 


| Pathe shows the new long-range | 
mytery’ hombing plane of the U. S. | 


| ‘ 
| Navy as it arrived in the east, while 
| Universal has deft coverage of the 

latest 400-mile-per-hour pursuit 
| plane. Former reel also pays tribute 


;}to Heywood Broun’s passing. Para- 
} mount contributes the neatest 
camera work of the bill and the 


|greatest laugh in handling the 
|Christmas mike appearance by 
youngsters of foreign ambassadors 
in Washington. Same reel is effective 
ion the Pope’s peace plea in Rome. 

| Publicity bally on ‘Gone with the 
Wind’ in Atlanta and ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ in Hollywood are from 
Pathe. Paramount plugs ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’ with a dull princess-crown- 
ing down in Florida. Movietone 
publicizes the Roxy theatre (N. Y.) 
Gae Foster Girls and their Yuletide 
bells. Another ballyhoo clip is the 
usual on Florida winter resorts. Lew 





Lehr grabs a few smiles kidding a 
group of lions. 





MARCH OF TIME 
(‘Crisis in the Pacific’) 

Particularly timely subject be- 
cause it takes in the full scope of the 
| present European conflict and prob- 
lems which it presents in the Far 
|East for 1940. Although it 
|nearly 18 minutes, from an exhibitor 
|viewpoint this represents a vivid 
two reels. Subject presents the cur- 
rent problem in the Orient and then 
|allows the audience to judge the out- 
come, 
| Employing the European conflict 
|as a background for the present-day 





| picture in the Far Eat, the film 


land and sea. Particularly effectual 
are the scenes of the French guard- 
ing the Alps, one of the borders not 
protected by the Maginot line. Views 
of the British fleet protectin’ or act- 
ing as convoy for merchantmen, 
fighting on the western front and in 
China build up to the main point— 
what part U. S. will play in the 
Asiatic arena, 

The problem of Japan’s military 
ambitions while Grcat Britain is too 
busy elsewhere to devote much at- 
tention to the Far East is illustrated 
with its numerous ramifications. How 
the aims of the Nipponese tc domi- 
nate the South Pacific eventually 
may drive the white man out of Asi- 
| atic trade is skillfully presented. 

This development is shown to call 
for protective measures by the U. S. 








were | “ | 
“| closing on still scene and poetry re- | 


runs | 


shop set, with line posing as wooden 
soldiers and assorted dolls, as old, 
grey-haired storekeeper wields dus- 
ter and offstage voice recites bur- 
lesque of ‘’Twas the Night Before 
| Christmas.’ As shopkeeper exits, 
| Valya Valentinoff and Jeanne Deve- 
|reaux, he in period full dress and 
| gal in long net skirt. flit on as cus- 
tomers to awaken the six wooden 


soldiers, six Mickey and Minnie mice 


jand four pairs of dolis for specialties. 
| Valentineff does spectacular conven- 
| tional ballet solo, and Miss Deve- 
| reaux scores with spin-filled toe solo. 
| Number ends as usual, with old 
|} shopkeeper returning and curtain 


| prise. 

_ Al Trahan, perennial favorite here, 
is appearing for first time with new 
partner, Rose Perfect. 
| Yukona Cameron, his divorced wife, 
who’s now on tour with ‘Kiss the 
| Boys Goodbye.” Act is precisely the 
same, with Trahan’s piano slapstick 
socking as always, both in solo be- 
ginning and when he messes up the 
blonde coloratura’s concert. 
in the Romeo and Juliet interlude. 
which is unnecessarily raw, sours 
most of house, but her solo of ‘I'll 
See You Again’ wins ’em back, and 


screwy opera duet winds pair up to | 


smash. 
‘Arctic Fantasy’ opens with snow- 
| flakes and two of line, 


Scrim rises on fullstage with bril- 
liant aurora borealis 
| Line hides behind 20 Christmas trees, 
|which gals put through effective 


| drill, and then comes downstage in | 
~ | White fur and black galoshes, cov- 


|ered with bells, for jingle hoofing as 
Lew Davies, pit guitarist, warbles 
Gertie’s Galoshes.” Femmes run be- 
hind trees again as Miss Devereaux 
|dances on for flash whirl climax. 


Single penguin waddles on and de- | 


posits huge white egg in center stage 
| for sock curtain. 
Pre-Christmas biz at show causht 


was brutal. Craig. 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 
| Jack Williams, Senor Wences, Gra- 


| cella Dancers (4), Martha Raye, La-| 


shows varied phases of the war on | 2@nders (4), Max Adkins House Orch | 


(16); ‘That’s Right, You’ F 
nko). g ou're Wrong 





Santa Claus has been good to the 


Usual practice of Holiywood names 
who assemble their own units has 
been to conserve on talent, thus poc- 
keting the extra change and at the 
same time focusing attention in one 
obvious direction. Martha Raye’s 
the exception to the rule. Gal's been 
around long enough, having been 
a vaude and nitery standard before 
going into pix, to know supporting 
talent can make or break both a 
| Show and a personality, and so she’s 
| 





surrounded herself wisely and well. 
Her ‘Hollywood Revue’ is a crack- 

;erjack unit all the way, so good, in 

fact, that any but genuine talent 


tough time success- 
| ¢ ar ot ole | such an array of 
|in policing the South Pacific. The}smash acts. But Miss fave, working 
| Philippine situation also is covered | at the close. not onlv lodges herself 


iunder Japanese control. Wear. 


URE Te SRSA ses ea Ne 


because of threat that it might come | 


into immediate favor but ties up the 
‘proceedings as well. On 


supplanting | 


Mauling | 


; dressed in | 
| penguins, doing a cute peckin’ bit. | 


backdrop. | 


Stanley—it’s a real holiday show.| 


screen, at! 


times, her zany zest has seemed 
forced; on the stage, it’s natural and 
opening-performance mob voted her 
easily the hottest, slap-happiest, 
slam-bangingest singer of songs to 
{drop anchor at a local port in a blue 
moon, 

Loses no time getting started, 
shooting right into ‘Want the Waiter’ 
with all the eye-rolling, hip-weaving 
and leg-swinging she’s familiarized 
on celluloid, and then _ breezes 
through a six-year-old’s version of 
‘3 Little Fishies.” There’s a bit of 
off-color biz in this, incidentally, that 
could profitably be eliminated. For 
a wind-up, Miss Raye gives ’em a 
socko ‘I Can’t Dance’ and gets off 
smartly when she comes back to in- 
vite the audience to join in some 
hand-clapping and hot-licks, the cur- 
tains closing on the finish. 

Max Adkins’ house band, after an 
overture in the pit that’s too slow to 
be anything but meaningless despite 
the Xmas-caroling background, moves 
to stage during newsreel and plays 
for show. Jack Williams does a mat- 
ter-of-fact, serviceable m.c. and unit 
starts gingerly with the Lazanders, 
three boys and a gal in a corking ses- 
sion of acrobatics. Foursome dip 
their spectacular falls and tumbles 
into a comedy pattern and needn't 
apologize to very many similar turns 
in the biz, 

Following them Senor Wences, one 
of most unusual and, at same time, 
most entertaining ventriloquial acts 
making the rounds. The $4.40 re- 
vues, if they haven't already, can 
use a fellow like the senor. Turn 
has a sleek continental polish and 
his dummies are one he forms atop 
a doll’'s body with his lipsticked 
thumb and forefinger and another 
that consists only of a head inside a 
wooden box. Three-way conversa- 
tion and song session are smart, witty 
and winning. He’s a cinch for high 
favor anywhere. 

Adkins breaks it up with a_ hot 
platter of ‘Darktown Strutters Ball.’ 
doing an okay sax solo himself, and 
then the Gracellas, three boys and 
a gal again, take over. Adagio turn 
is hampered by limitations of the 
Stanley stage, but they show enough 
to demonstrate they're first-rate when 
conditions warrant their taking 
chances. Preceding Miss Raye, Wil- 
liams drops his m.c.ing long enough 
to demonstrate his hoofing excel- 
lence. Lean, lanky, good-looking 
lad chalks up a series of rolling and 
stacatto taps with grace and an easy- 
going, engaging nonchalance. Wil- 
\liams is there, and should go places. 
| Miss Rave is on right after him. 
| hut by that time show’s in the bag. 
| She only makes it more solidly so. 
Biz was better than capacity at 





lcurprising for next-to-last-shonning 
day before Xmas. Cohen. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Dec. 25. 

Dead End Kids (Billy Halop and 
Bobby Jordan) with Jack Searl, 
Florence Halop, David Gorcey, Bob 
| McClung; the Huberts (2), Johnny 
|Down, Eleanor Knight, Ramona 
Orch (12) with Jack Fay, Sam Kap- 
|lan’s House Orch; ‘Money to Burn’ 
(Rep). 





A neat Xmas package. 
| Following an overture by the pit 
| band, Ramona’s all-male aggregation 
(12) themes out from behind a 
|scrim with ‘Ramona.’ With the split- 
|ting of the curtains, band goes from 
sweet to swing in this number, and 
| remainder of its turn remains in this 
|idiom. Ramona continually remains 
| seated at the ivories, from which she 
directs, vocals and m.c.’s effectively. 
She also carries another pianist. 

Ramona gets a nice reception of 
songs she claims to have _ introed 
| when with Paul Whiteman. 
the boys in the band, Jack Fay, does 
two acceptable numbers, but the 
brunt of the canarying is being borne 
»y the leader. 

First turn out is Eleanor Knight, 
who does nicely with two tap rou- 
tines. Her Mexican dance wins palm 
jpatter. The Huberts, mixed team, 
|are socko with their standard drunk 
act. 

Top applause-gatherer is Johnny 
Downs, of films, who sells himself 
easily with patter, songs and hoofing. 
Closes with soft-shoe taps and en- 
cores with a novelty terp number, 
| ‘Spook Town Blues.’ 

The Dead End Kids (2) (New 
Acts), assisted by Jackie Searl, Flor- 
{ence Halop, David Gorcey and Bob 
McClung, have the last inning. 
They're partially of the original Dead 
Enders, some others of whom are 
also presently touring in vaude. 
| Biz off Sunday night (Christmas 
Eve). Eck. 


| ——. 


3 Musicals Now in L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 


Three legit houses relighted for 
| Christmas, all of them housing mu- 
sical attractions. 

First to get under way was El Cap- 
itan in Hollywood, where Charlotte 
Greenwood opened a brief engage- 
ment (22) in ‘She Couldn’t Say No,’ 
comedy with music. Biltmore opened 
two weeks’ run of ‘I Married an An- 
gel’ Christmas night, and Hollywood 
Playhouse revived ‘The Vagabond 
King’ (Federal Music Project) on 
same day, 
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FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Rita Rio Orch, Catherine We 
Hilton & Dell, Toby Wing, Mari 
Wilson, Sylvia & Clemence. Faith 
Bacon, ‘Flight at Midnight’ (Rep), 


Stfield, 


This bill has ample b.o, draw, as 
witness the capacity-pius house for 
the last show Thursday night (21) 
but it’s an entertainment dud. pe 
all-girl lineup, the s.a. lure, is seem. 
ingly o.k. b.o., but it lets down once 
they're in. Overboard on length and 
only a couple of the acts get across, 
The others either barely get by or 
else do an outright brodie. As a 
rule, Flatbush audiences aren't too 
discriminating, but there was critical 
whistling and audibly adverse com. 
ments from those out front at the 
show caught. 

Rita Rio’s all-gal band (Band Re. 
views) is headlined and, with Miss 
Rio showing off her slick figger jn 
slinky gowns as she wiggles and 
waves the baton, there’s enough to 
look at, but little worth hearing, It's 
the kind of stuff that wows the im. 
pressionable boys out front. Noth- 
ing subtle about it, but it seems to 
work. 

Marie Wilson, who’s played not. 
quite-bright roles in films, flivvers 
on some of the most woebegone ma- 
terial that ever bludgeoned an audi- 
ence into insensibility. The actress 
is an okay looker, but even a Bea- 
trice Lillie couldn't enliven those 
dire gags. She finally resurrects 
that ancient routine of pretending to 
be about to play a fiddle, then giving 
herself away and scurrying offstage. 
Miss Rio, as m.c., keeps the applause 
going at least long enough for her 
to get into the wings. 

Toby Wing, still looking the 'teen- 
aged edition of sexy girlishness, is 
becomingly togged in brick-colored 
crepe jacket and black crepe skirt, 
Her two numbers are harmless ver- 
sions of specialized ditties and her 
high-power effort isn’t enough to 
hold the audience. 

Faith Bacon (New Acts) offers the 
‘Afternoon of a Faun’ reutine she did 
at the N. Y. World's Fair last sum- 
mer, but even with the unsophisti- 
cated Flatbush audience it arouses 
more giggles than heavy breathing. 
Nudie routine and the _ sensuous 





ias the 


| 
| 
| 


movements are more suggestive than 
alluring. Miss Bacon is 1n on a stunt 
for the finale, having herself offered 
prize in a lucky number 
drawing—‘holder of the winning 


i ticket can take home the Bacon.’ But 
c j |that fizzled at the show caught, ap- 
| first show, with standees in the aisle, | 





| headliners. 


| pets for passable results 


parently because the audience 
thought it a frame. 

Two best acts on the bill are Hil- 
ton and Dell, femme pair with com- 
edy crossfire, and Sylvia and Clem- 
ence. femme knockabout dancers. 
Maude Hilton, with a line of broad 
gags, has had numerous femme 
straights, but is now using Patsy 
Dell. a taller red (at the moment) 
head. Nothing remarkable about the 
turn. The material is familiar and 
the girls bang it over with proficient 
Sylvia and Clemence, also 
a standard turn, do nothing particu- 
larly startling, but their customary 
roughhouse hooferv is expertly put 
over. Possibly both acts get across 
better because of the analogy to the 
Catherine Westfield, the 
three pup- 
House was 


punch, 


remaining act, presents 


lanything but cordial during paid Pe 
|the show caught and there was wide- 


lout afterward. 





spread criticism among those_ filing 
Hobe. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Nias Dec. 24. 
Shep Fields Orch (14), with Claire 
Nunn, Jerry Stewart, Hal Derwin, 
Danny Jay, Caesar; Vallee & Dorine, 
Jerry White, Lucy Barnes, Bert Na- 
gel & Co. (3), Lillian Dean Trio. Joe 
Fecher house orch (11); ‘Thou Shalt 
Not Kill’ (Rep). 
Adams swings back te name bands 
this week, Shep Fields’ combo top- 
ping unspectacular but well-balanced 
holiday bill. Biz fair, hypoed slight- 
ly by appearance of Lillian Dean 
trio, winners of local amateur show. 
Maestro opens and closes with his 
‘Rippling Rhythm’ theme, does & 
mixture of swing, sweet and special- 
ties, and plays back of five acts 
which round out the bill. He sticks 
to stick-waving, with exception 0 
brief bit with sax section in finale, 
leaving vocals and novelties to come- 
ly songstress-pianist Claire Nunn, 
Jerry Stewart,’ Hal Derwin, Danny 
Jay and Caesar and his accordion. 
Miss Nunn is particularly effective 
with her renditions of ‘Oh, Johnny 
and ‘Jumpin’ Jive.’ ‘ 
Femmes Vallee and Dorine givé 
novel twist to standard acrobatic 
turn, and Jerry White’s pantomime 
builds up to hilarious climax with 
the familiar imitation of a young git 
preparing for a bath. , 
Lucy Barnes’ tapping is tops, while 
Bert Nagel and Co. present novelty 
that clicks with juves. Nagel, clad 
in black cat costume, and femme 
partner, disguised as demure white 
Persian feline, go through eccentric 
dance which highlights puss idiosyn° 
crasies, including back-fence mew~ 
ing, nose-rubbing, etc. ; x 
Lillian Dean trio comprises three 
moppets who do quite well warbling 
and tapping to ‘Alexander’s Ragtim¢ 
Band.’ 
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Critics Take Worst Beating of Season; 
Four Shows, No Hits, Plenty Errors 





— —_—_—_—_-_- vw 


The presentation low in legit this 
season was touched last week, when 
there were four new entrants listed, 
all getting an adverse press. The 


degrees of panning handed out 
ranged from mild to violent. Most 
notices were brief, but included 


squawks from the critics, general 
sense of their beefs being that there 
js a limit to what they can stand as 
reviewers. 

It appears that the critics were 
tricked into attendance, two of the 
shows having emateur casts and a 
third peopled with unknowns, or 
semi-professionals, Only regulation 
production was ‘Billy Draws & 
Horse,’ an English comedy which de- 
buted at the Playhouse. While re- 
garded as fairly diverting, the critics 
gave it thumbs down. It is figured 
that the import was panned because 
the ‘boys’ were still suffering from 
the beating they took from two flop- 
peroos earlier in the week. 

Two fragments from Yale, or its 
drama department, were given a se- 
vere brush-off, they being ‘Steel,’ 
reported off but claimed to be still at 
the Provincetown Playhouse, and 
‘Once Upon a Time,’ which stopped 
after a single showing, at Labor Stage 
(formerly the Princess). About that 
play, Brooks Atkinson (Times) fin- 
ished his brief mention with ‘Well, 
anyhow, Yale put a good football 
team on Soldiers’ Field last month.’ 
It was authored by Lawrence Joseph 
Dugan. 

The fourth stiff on the pre-Christ- 
mas card was something called ‘Al- 
ternate Current,’ Daly’s 63rd Street, 
written by one Syd Porcelain, who 
acted in it. He described the piece 
as conceived ‘in a formula which 
has not been previously used in 
playwrighting’. Cast was  non- 
Equity and co-operative, which was 
a tip-off. The critics took a swift 
look and walked out after the first 

(Continued on page 46) 


Shuberts Delay ‘Plume’ 
Preem in Wash. Due To 


Mediocre Advance Sale 


Washington, Dec. 26. 

‘The White Plume,’ Shubert’s mu- 
sical production of ‘Cyrano de Ber-| 
gerac,’ was due to open at National} 
last night (25), but light reservations | 
for Christmas night, plus desire for 
extra rehearsals, resulted in pre- 
miere being postponed until tonight. 
Cancellation of Monday show was 
announced in Friday’s papers and | 
what tickets had been sold for Mon- | 
day were exchanged for other nights. | 

Cap’s only legiter was dark last | 
week, first blank stanza of season, 
and faces another unoccupied week | 
Jan. 1. ‘Three After Three’ is due 
Jan. 8 and San Carlo Opera, which | 
hasn’t been here in at least seven 
years, is slated for week of Jan, 15. 











MPLS, BIG ROADSHOW 
SEASON JUST AINT: 


Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 

Legit roadshow season, which was 
expected to prove one of the most 
eventful and flourishing in years, 
has suddenly taken a nosedive here 
and apparently vanished into thin 
air. Although a long list of im- 
Portant attractions had been an- 
nounced as ‘coming,’ there’s not a 
single one definitely in prospect now. 

The fact that only three out of 
the six shows to play the town thus 
far this season did profitable busi- 
hess probably has something to do 
With the present situation. Attrac- 
tions that came through at the box- 
Office were Lunt and Fontanne, ‘To- 
bacco Road’ and Katherine Cornell. 
The brodies were ‘I Married An An- 
gel,’ ‘What a Life’ and ‘On Borrowed 
Time’ It’s expected that the two 
remaining attractions of the Legiti- 
mate Theatre Corp. series, ‘Golden 
Boy’ and Eva LeGallienne, will be 
Cancelled because of the fate of the 
first two. 





INTEREST ANEW IN 
HOT ‘TOBACCO ROAD’ 


Film interest in ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
record-holding legiter, is again hot, 
with several companies bidding for 
it. Twentieth Century-Fox is un- 
derstood most likely to buy the Jack 
Kirkland play. Sale is expected 
within a week. 

Because of its numerous censorous 
angles, ‘Road’ has been considered 
and dropped several times by various 
studios. Since it surpassed the rec- 
ord Broadway run of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ a few weeks ago, however, re- 
newed interest was shown when the 
property was again passed around by 
its agent, Miriam Howell of the Le- 
land Hayward office. 

Harry Cohn, Columbia production 
chief, was interested in the play, 
which has run continuously for six 
years, but wanted assurance of an 
okay from the Hays ou.ice before 
purchase. That would have required 
preparation of a new scenario and 
shooting script in advance of buying 
and the matter was dropped. 


TMAT MAY HAVE, 
TO PAY FLYNN 


Temporary injunction against the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union obtained by Jerome 
(Jerry) Flynn is regarded as im- 
portant, since the action is coupled 
with a claim of salary, lost when 
TMAT refused to permit him to 
work aS a company manager. In- 
dicated that the union is liable for 
two weeks’ salary or $300, although 
it may not be payable until the 
argument for a permanent stay is 
decided, 

Flynn claimed he lost three weeks’ 














work with ‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick 
Crowley’ (withdrawn after trying 





out) because TMAT advised the pro- 
ducer that he was not in good stand- | 
ing. Flynn is a treasurer and com- | 
pany manager. When the treasurers | 
group withdrew from TMAT and 


went over to the stagehands, Flynn | junction against the managerial body | won’t be done about the script, but/ from the Bellevue. He was 35. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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INDIE BROKERS 
VOTE VS, CODE 


—_—_—— 


Poll of ATTA Members, Re- 
vealing 14 to 1 Against 
Signing, Comes as Surprise 


—Claim That Rules Are 


Based on Force and Not 
Reason 


—_ 


ACME DROPS APPEAL 





Broadway's 


ticket situation was 


aD 


TUASH WIDE OPEN 





-_ 


Equity Membership Favors 
Boosting Minimum Wage to $59, 
But Council at Odds Over Issue 





SINCLAIR LEWIS STARS 
FOR N.0. AM GROUP 


| 








Bernard Szold, director of the Lit- | 


for his next play, ‘Shadow and Sub- 





torn wide open again at a meeting | Paint. 


yesterday (Tuesday) morning, when 


the Associated Theatre Ticket Agen- 
cies 
code as stiffly revised by the man- 
agers and Equity. ATTA is the in- 
dependent group of brokers who 
claim to distribute 40% of preferred 
theatre tickets. 


They voted 14 to 1 not to sign the 
code as now constituted, only one 
member being absent. Result was a 
surprise even to those close to the 
indies. Only six agencies are known 
to have signatured the code, includ- 
ing the big three—McBride’s, Tyson 
and Leblang. ATTA adjourned until 
last night, when ways and means 
to protect their interests were con- 
sidered. 


Feeling among the _ protesting 
brokers was that the code is based 
on force and not reason. Under the 


regulations they would have to pay | 
all the costs of administration and | 
enforcement, yet be placed in the é 
‘kicked around.’ | town ever again. 


position of being 
Previously it had been indicated that 
some brokers, who were accredited 
last season, would attempt to operate 
outside the code and, when the 
major agencies signed, it was ex- 
pected others would fellow. Virtual 
unanimous refusal] to the ‘field’ re- 
Sulted in a hurry call to managers 
for a huddle in the League of New 
York Theatres offices, 
Acme Drops Suit 

Appeal from a decision handed 
down last July, dismissing the com- 
plaint against the League of New 
York Theatres by the Acme ticket 
agency, was dropped in the supreme 
court, N. Y., last week. Understood 


man, who conduct the Acme, reserve | 


the right to appeal at some later 
date. They had applied for an in- 


(Continued on page 44) 


rebelled against signing the 


tlas and Walter Fried-| 


Father Murphy, of this city, had 
arranged with his old friend, Eddie 
Dowling, to use his play whenever 
he wished, so he and Szold got their 
heads together and the play will be 
istaged early in January. Szold had 
‘little trouble securing Lewis to play 
the lead in the show. 


LUNTS RESCIND 
MEMPHIS BAN 


Memphis, Dec. 26. 
The Lunts have changed their 
minds. They are going to play 
Memphis this season after all, re- 














of last year against revisiting the 


Following their spring dates at 
Ellis Auditorium, Col. Lloyd T. 
' Binford, chairman of the city censor 
‘board, issued a statement to the ef- 
|fect that Lunt and Fontanne could 
| never return to Memphis without 
|submitting in advance a copy of 
‘their script. Binford said he didn’t 
'see ‘Idiot’s Delight’ or ‘Amphitryon’ 
|himself, but had some complaints 
| that they were pretty hot stuff. He 
| wouldn’t take any chances in the fu- 
ture; he’d see the scripts or the 
Lunts couldn’t return. 
| Statement got widespread atten- | 
|tion and drew counter announce- 
ments that the stars would hence- | 
forth pass up this Dixie stop. But 
!now the Lunts have booked ‘Taming | 
of the Shrew’ for auditorium here | 
}matinee and night Jan. 6. 
Nobody is saying what 


| 


will or| 


l it’s Shakespeare. 
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New Orleans, Dec. 26. | 
tle Theatre, really got a leading man. 
stance.’ The actor is Sinclair Lewis, | 
who will drop his pen for grease- | 


| may come before the members at a 
| special meeting, although when the 


versing a much-publicized decision | 





There is evident difference of 
opinion in Equity’s council over 
raising minimum salaries for legit 
actors from the present $40 to $50 
weekly next season, but the general 
memberships favors the boost. This 
was indicated at a quarterly meeting 
Friday (22), when the idea was en- 
dorsed, but not, however, before 
lively discussion. 

The subject being controversial, it 


$40 level was established and when 
one grade of minimum pay was 
; adopted ($25 for juniors being 
| dropped) the council made the de- 
cision without putting it up to the 
membership. Pointed out, however, 
that when the minimum was first cr- 
dered it was a carry-over from that 
put into effect by the NRA. 

At last week’s session, FE. J. 
Blunkall argued in favor of the 
boost, he originally making the pro- 
posal that the minimum be estabe- 
lished at $75 weekly. Winifred Leni- 
han spcke against the proposal, say- 
ing the result might be that the new 
minimum might also become the 
maximum for too many members. 

According to those who fear rais- 
ing the minimum, there are plenty 
of players who formerly got between 
$50 and $100 now being offered the 
minimum, Proponents have a differ- 
ent slant and insist the idea is for 
the good of the average actor. They 
say the higher paid player should 
have no objection because it is not 
reasonable to suppose that a pro- 


(Continued on page 44) 


HAROLD JOHNSRUD DIES 
OF BURNS IN HOTEL! FIRE 


Harold Johnsrud, one of the leads 
in ‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore, N. Y., 
died Saturday (23) of burns received 
in his apartment in the Brevoort 
hotel on Friday during a fire be- 
lieved at first to have been caused 
by defective wiring. According to 
the police, the actor fell asleep with 
a lighted cigaret in his hand. le 














| ‘ . ‘ 
|}succumbed in the Miserecordia hos- 


pital following his removal there 

The blaze had been confined to his 
quarters. He could have escaped, 
but after awakening Mr. and Mrs, 
Charles Ellis, who have the aparte 
ment adjoining, Johnsrud returned to 
his quarters to retrieve belongings, 
then collapsed. 

Actor suffered first, second and 
third degree burns of the face, hands 
and body. He enacted the part of the 
blind father in ‘Largo,’ his perform- 
ance winning attention. Ellis, who 
is also in the cast, but appeared 
only in the prolog, replaced Johns- 
rud Friday night and will hold that 
role indefinitely. 

Johnsrud’s first excursion into legit 
was in 1927 when he was active with 
productions of the Provincetown 
Players, N. Y. He had one unpro- 
duced play to his credit and often 
acted as director for various pro- 
ducers. 

Victim’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. I. T. 
Johnsrud, of Spokane, survive. 


Maida Reade Iniured 


Maida Reade, formerly active 
member of Equity’s council, fell last 
week injuring her back. She will be 
abed about one week. Miss Reade 
was appointed executive secretary of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists when the new vaude union was 
formed last summer, following the 








_mix-up that led to the revocation of 


the union charter of the American 
Federation of Actors. 

She resigned the post before long, 
however, failing to agree on matters 
of policy. At the time she took the 
AGVA job, Mi teade resigned from 
the council. Mrs. Dorothy If 


v exec secretary of AGVA. 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





When We Are Married 


. ' 
Comedy in three acts presented at the 
. 3 Robert | 


Lyceum, N. Y¥ Dec. 25, °39. by 
Henderson; written by J. B. Priestley 
staged by Henderson; setting designed by 


Karle Amend; $2.70 top. 

Betthy Birtle. ...s6csssassss ; Sally O'Neil 
Gerald Forbes.....+. ecceee Winston O’ KReefe 
Mrs. Northrup...ecse-. seeded Alison Skipworth 
Nancy Holmes....cee eocececce Jane Sterling 
WHOG DV ROM. occ cecesceceoceses Lee Parry 
Henry Ormonroyd........-eee0+ J. C. Nugent 
Alderman Joseph Helliwell....Tom Powers 
Maria Helliwell.........eesee4 Alice Fleming 
Councillor Albert Parker.......- A. P. Kaye 
BMS PASO. «cccscccceceds Estelle Winwood 
Beeemees Dees Cc cacccccacivends Philip Tonge 
Clara Soppitt.....ccee. eovccced Ann Andrews 
Lottie GraGy...cccccceccesses Leona Powers 


The Rev, Clement Mercer..Henry Mowbray 


Latest J. B. Priestley play, which 


opened on the holiday night, is a| Bridegroom is 


Christmas present that will likely 
be cast aside before long. It is the 
second English import within five 


_starting the day with a cheeery , 
breakfast regardless of any untoward 
incidents. 

A newcomer, blond Hayley Bell, 


ila comely English actress, impresses 


as the most likeable person in the 
proceedings. She is Clare Fleming, 
'the mother of eight-year-old Billy, 
| who never appears. Story has noth- 
ling to do with racing or sweep- 
stakes. Kid had drawn a horse on 
the wall near his doctor-father’s con- 
isulting room, riling that individual 
because of the lad’s thoroughness in 
detail. 

Clare and her hubby tiff over the | 
way Billy is being reared and she 
offs to mother. There they are ready- 
'ing for her vounger sister’s wedding. 
| Br bored with accom- 
'panying the bride to the shops, so 
ihe and Clare are left alone to spend 
‘the day. They see an excursion boat 


davs. and not the best of the two/about to leave for Dieppe and go 


| 
i 


either. |aboard, getting spiffed in the re- 


Fact that the play is definitely 
dated is hardly in its favor. Author 
was given to 
dramatic works seen over here, the 
time element figuring in the last two 
tries from his pen. ‘When We Are | 


Married’ is a comedy which might | take offense but, instead, latter rates 
in. North | the sketch okay, with finale finding | 


have been made more diverting. 
Locale is a small town 
England, supposedly 30 years ago. 
Doubtless British people of the prov- 
inces 
there. 


At the opening there is to be a 
triple 25th wedding anniversary, 
three couples having been married 
on the same day and in the same 
chapel. The husbands are informed 
that the temporary parson who tied 
the knots had not been fully or- 
dained and the marriages are there- 
fore invalid. The men try to keep it 
from their mates, but a_ tippling 
charwoman has been listening at the 
door and then the fun should really 
begin, it doesn’t. 

The wives are upset no end and 
when a music hail barmaid from 
Blackpool, who is friendly with the 
men, turns up that complicates 
matters, especially 
bands contemplate righting the 
‘wrong. One wife, a bit flirtatious, 
doesn't think she wants to be mar- 
ried again to the same man because 
he’s stingy. It isn’t all on the distaff 
side that there are recriminations, 


for a ee hubby asserts him- 
self, whic 


by the old girls. 

The leading rector, a fussy fellow, 
is called in, but dismissed. It seems 
that the story will leak out to the 
community if no solution is agreed 
on. Situation, however, is suddenly 
cleared when the drunken photogra- 
pher from the town’s newspaper 
shows that the marriages were thor- 
oughly legal, since the registrar was 
present. 

Playing the more or less a.k. parts 
are several names and it seems the 
cast is better than the play. Alison 
Skipworth is fhe charwoman, a 
sloppy tippler, part being only so-so. 
Ann Andrews seems best among the 
wives, the other two roles being as- 
signed to Estelle Winwood and Alice 
Flaming. Tom Powers, A. P. Kaye 
and Philip Tonge are the husbands, 
all having an inning now and then, 
mostly in a mild way. Leona Pow- 
ers tries hard as the girl from the 
Halls. Same goes for J. C. Nugent, 
the cameraman. There is a dash of 
romance, lovers being played by at- 
tractive Jane Sterling and Winston 
O'Keefe, but it hardly figures in the 
going. 

Play offers too few amusing inter- 
ludes. Ibee. 





Billy Draws a Horse 


Comedy in three acts by Leslie Storm; 
presented by Lee Shubert and William A. 
Brady; stars Grace George; features Ar- 
thur Margetson, Hadley Bell, Lumsden 
Hare; staged by Harry Wagstaff Gribble: 
setting, Watson Barrat; at the Playhouse, 
N. Y., opening Dec. 21, ’39; $3.30 top. 





SL MURINE date adedateacawn Florence Edney 
MONOD . a:0s bess eadewen’ Douglas Walton 
Clare Fleming..................Hayley Bell 
Dr. Howard Fleming...../ Arthur Margetson 
RBTACE. . cocccccsevcccccoccces. MUNR Bennett 
RPGMROE. ..s000ckesesesecse Plimmet 
Elise Parsons....... ee+- Elizabeth Inglis 
NONE, sn db ieaeuwesscs Grace George 
Alfred Parsons....ceccecs. Lumsden Hare 
6 S64ckancees esee+-Carol Curtis Brown 
Pachenschymolf. .ccccccecscece Leo Bulgakov | 
Waiter y 


viiweeeey Ouse peceecesees-dules Epailly 
eccceene eoeese. William Chambers 
0560000400060% Marion Sittler 


A light comedy from London, 
where it was called ‘Tony Draws a 
Horse,’ ‘Billy’ seems somewhat more 
diverting than indicated by first- 
nighters. It’s essentially a stage 
trifle, however, too light for the av- 
erage playgoer over here. 

American showmen have. been 
fooled time after time with English 
oo which were popular over there, 
ut only in rare instances have 
shows of the ‘Billy’ type scored on 
Broadway. While the same is gen- 
erally true of the American hits 
when tried in London, the percent- 
age is probably in favor of this side. 

Grace George with several talented 
British players in support constitute 
a rather attractive cast, and they 
achieve about as much as possible 
from the comedy, which tends to 
more for giggles than laughs. Miss 
George, retaining her svelte figure, 
plays a grandmother, a rather domi- 
nant figure, one who insists upon 


introspection m_ his | 


when the hus- |} 


isn’t any more new than | 
the gowns and hair styles supported | 


|sort and missing the last trip back. 

That supplies more complications 
'for the third act. It turns out that 
|little Billy wins a newspaper prize 
|for ‘the most natural sketch,’ which 
is the scene at breakfast in grand- 
ma’s house. They fear that she will 


the family on good terms again. 
Arthur Margetson, as the doctor, 


seem more enjoyable over | has had better chances, but he helps 


supply the English atmosphere. 
| Lumsden Hare does as well, playing 
the grandfather who finaily rebels, 
gets himself all lit up and loses his 
pants at a radical meeting. That 
cues in the appearance of a soapbox 
lecturer, a bit capitally enacted by 
Leo Bulgakov. Douglas Walton, 
Florence Edney and Jules Epailly, 
also in smaller parts, help but the 
chances of the new play are a 
ee. 


FOLIES BERGERE 


Clifford C. Fischer revue in 16 scenes, one 
|} act, twice nightly at 7:30 and 9:15 p. m., 
| three matinees a week, $1.10 top ($1.65 on 
; Saturdays and holidays), opening Dec. 25, 
| +29, at Shubert Broadway, N. Y. Dances, 
George Moro; costumes, Irene Karinsky 
from sketches by Freddy Wittop and Erte, 
Paris; plastics, Fernand Buzon, Paris; 
scenery, Raymond Deshays, Bertin, Lavig- 
nac & Pellegry, Grosbois & Lambert, all 
Paris 

Cast: Andre, 
Karin Zoska, 





Roberton, Malo, Malcia, 
Leopold, Les Shyrettos (3), 
Juliette, Andree Lorrain, Barsley, Lime 
Trio, Betty Brite, Iris Wayne, Florence 
Spencer, Little Fred and Football Dogs, 
Harald and Lola, Lucienne and Ashour, 
Lalage, Nita Carol, Fahy, The Robenis (4), 
Tino Crisa, The Menciassis (2), Steve 
Geray, Fred Sanborn; 82 girls, 14 ballet, 
Vincent Travers orchestra, 





Rehabilitating the original B. S. 
Moss Colony, later the Broadway, 
later the Cine-Roma, and again re- 
named the Shubert Broadway (the 
Shuberts having just acquired the 
lease), Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies 
Bergere’ brings to Broadway legit 
a new idea—a twice-nighitly revue on 
a reserved-seat policy. Compressing 
a wealth of color, arty nudity (in the | 
Frenchy idiom) and, above all, sure- 
fire variety entertainment, this policy 
has an excellent chance at the box- 
| office. 

It has proved successful for Fischer 
at the El Capitan, Hollywood, and 
before that at Treasure Island 

(Frisco Fair). This show looks like- 
jly as a good expo entry at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair in 1940. 

As a stage entity it blends the best 
ingredients of the sundry ‘Folies 
Bergere’ revues that Fischer has un- 
veiled in recent years on Broadway, 
at the French and _ International 
Casinos, both cabaret-theatres. While 
now he’s housed in strictly a theatre, 
sO well identified with nitery produc- 
tion has Fischer become that in- 
quiries still come in anent table res- 
ervations. 

Essentially a variety entertainment 
Fischer has blended the many in- 
gredients with lavish decor and 
colorful scenic and costume investi- 
ture. It unreels in staccato fashion, 
compressing some 15 numbers into 
an hour and a half of well-sustained 
divertissement. 

Following Vincent Travers’ pit 
band overture, Illusion of Paris dis- 
closes the first unpeeled stuff, includ- 
ling a galaxy of lookers in sparse 
ibras and g-strings, but all done with 
ithat frank Gallic touch that does so 
much to offset any official frowning. 
| The Shyrettos (3), with their 
unique bike and unicycle stuff, next. 
Thence a fur fashion parade (cour- 
tesy I. J. Fox, 5th Ave.), blending in 
| Wayne, Barsley and Malo in their 
| boxing routine, the gals battling it 
iout for Malo, the gig. Per usual, 











|plenty of gig and gigolette stuff 
| throughout. 
Lime Trio with their standard 


contortive work next; thence the 
French Can-Can, including the usual 
challenge sequence with those ener- 
getic, high-pouncing splits. Betty 
| Brite, Iris Wayne and Florence Spen- 
bead are standouts here with special- 
ies. 

Another dumb act, Little Fred and 
His Football Dogs, a novelty pooch 
routine, breaks it up. The terriers 
and bulldogs use rubber balloons as 
the ball in this soccer sequence. 

Follows an unusual terp routine, 
Le Charmeur de Serpents, by the 
| ballet of 14, all tallish, lissome girls, 
| again in sparse accoutrements, going 








This segues into Harald and Lola's 
serpentine dance specialty. 


| Rue de Lappe background for the 
| Apache 


number—what would a 
French revue be without a maqreau 
and gigolette routine?—wherein Lu- 
cienne and Ashour highlight with 
their sock specialty. It's a switch on 
the ‘My Man,’ the worm finally turn- 
ing, as the gal throws her tough 
Apache partner abouta bit. | 

Lalage follows with her aerial spe- 
cialty on the flying rings and loose 
tape. She does some extraordinary 
Leitzel stuff, catapulting her body 
herself in full body swings 50 times 
head over hand. Mlle. Lalage makes | 
for a sock interlude. 

Algiers provides a colorful back- 
ground in the next flash, paced by 
Nita Carol and Leopold (again as a 
gigolo) who shows her about the 
place. Leopold incidentally is a tall, 
good-looking gent who promises 
much for the juve lead department. 
This sequence permits for the usual 
slave, Casbah, #irpet vendors, orange 
and lemon merchants atmosphere 
stuff. It introduces The Robenis, 
four bounding Arabs in a nifty spe- 
cialty, the girl eclipsing her three 
partners in the ground tumbling stuff. 
The Menciassis with their comedy 
camel routine, coming into the audi- 
ence for an afterpiece, are a fitting 
laugh interlude. 

More comedy by Steve Geray, 
originally from London, with his 
Italiano and Hitler drolleries. In the 
first he’s contrasted with the drawl- 
ing British fight announcer, where- 
as the fascistic spieler gets excited 
at the boxing match. The Hitler 
takeoff is well-blended with a sound- 
effect recording, which enables him 
to turn the populace’s cheers and 
heils on and off, with facility. This 
calls for some skillful offstage as- 
sistance, plus, of course, Geray’s 
basically good synchronization with 
the disks. 

More s.a. via Tino Crisa and Mal- 
cia, a pair of personable dancers in 
an exotic routine. He wears nothing 
but an aesthetic athletic supporter, 
and she is accoutred in but little 
more. Their impressionistic terp- 
sichore is a classy conception, black- 
out veils aiding the illusion of bird- 
in-the-night, which is the basic 
theme. 

Fred Sanborn, skillfully foiled by 
Charles Laurence, registers with his 
comedy xylo, but should be cut 
about three or four minutes. Runs a 
shade overboard; however, another 
good laugh contrast. Finale is Nobil- 
ity of France, spec sequence. Abel. 


ALTERNATE CURRENT 


Drama in three acts (six scenes) by Syd 
Porcelain; presented by C. P. S. Produce 
tions; staged by Paul Stewart; at Daly's, 








N. ¥.; opening Dec. 22, '39; $1.65 top. 

MOV testi cvesecnrebetecetsexesseke Pepe 
Pree eeccccccees eecocvesen James Raleigh 
Clare eoetecceccccecssccces. Helen Francis 
Harvey eceseccescocccccsees Voseph Mantel 
Tee 8cscceeves pnbbewennear Irving Barker 
ee Ocreesorcesereses Patricia Parker 
Mother...... Coe eoreccccceres Julia Leighton 
AURE TOTO cc occcccccucs Barbara Harkins 


‘Alternate Current’ is just an ex- 
cuse to occupy a theatre. It is as 
amateurishly written as it is pre- 
sented, with little suggestion or orig- 
inality in Freudian theory expostu- 
lated by author Syd Porcelain. 

According to Porcelain—and Freud 
—certain situations bring out a per- 
;son’s real thoughts and shroud the 
apparent guise. He 
group of people, sent them through 
the love wringer and the result is 
that one girl learns that she doesn’t 
care for her fiance, but actually loves 
another. And so on. 

It’s all something new in being 
terrible. 

(Closed Saturday after two nights.) 





Once Upon a Time 


Comedy in two acts (five scenes) by Law- 
rence Joseph Dugan; staged by Richard Z 
Segal; presented by Hal A. Salzman, at 
Labor Stage, N. ¥., Dec. 20, ’89; §2.20 top 
($3.30 opening). 

Olaf 


Perry Burton, Johnny Lynn, Walter Ward, 
John Foster. 

These semi-pro skirmishes on the 
fringe of Broadway are a trial to 
everyone concerned. 
thing inevitable about them, like the 
measles that every normal kid has to 
get sooner or later. Like the measles, 
too, ‘Once Upon a Time’ might be 


quarantined, though possibly that 
would be dignifying the inconse- 
quential. In this case publie indif- 


ference will accomplish the same 
thing. 

Grandiloquently billed a ‘satirical 
fantasy,’ the piece is a kind of fairy 
story about a group of youngsters 
looking for their ideal and who find 
it in their various ways. One lad 
sees a girl for the first time and so 
finds a wife and home. Another 
learns to kill and destroy, so becomes 
a dictator. A third wanders afield, 
goes to war and finally also discov- 
ers home and happiness with a girl. 
According to the author, the formula 
for happiness is love, while evil- 
doers can be thwarted with laughter. 

That may be a pleasant idea, but 
in this instance it’s a pretty embar- 
rassing show. The whole thing is 
childishly conceived and_ written. 
It’s as arch as a garden party, and 
about as dramatic. It must be ad- 
mitted that there are a few laughs. 
Probably it wasn’t the author’s in- 


oo 





| through one of those exotic, Ger- 
'man-school interpretive routines. 


tention, but when the two hero ‘sol- 
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KINDRED 


Princeton, N. J., Dec. 23. 


Drama itn two acts and prolog by Paul 
Vincent Carroll; presented = by Kdward 
Choate and Arthur Shields; features Aline 
MacMahon, Barry Fitzgerald, Wallace Ford, 
Arthur Shields; staged and designed by 
Robert Edmond Jones; at McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, N. J., opening Dec, 23, ‘39. 

Mary Griffin ‘ rer ae MacMahon 
ern ‘Reg n obscure painter.... 

Dermot O'Regan, @ my Mince Tord 
Primrose Carr.....ceeeeeesetes Wauna Paul 
Roderick O'Regan........Charles Kennedy 
Jerome O’ Regan....eeee+:+--Hale Norcross 


Robert Fenet...... eocccces Barry Fitzgerald 
J. K. Keefe...... soceseees Thomas Findlay 
Michaet Fene®..ccecececeeseess Harry Young 
Agnes Keefe..-+.ccccceesees Haila Stoddard 
TION: +6 0k030000508 eoeeees-Aldeen O'Connor 
Dermot O Regan...ccccecss+/ Arthur Shields 
Sergeant Hannigan...ee.eees- Byron Russell 


‘Kindred,’ his third play, once 
more offers Paul Vincent Carroll an 
opportunity to denounce a world 
which places the accumulation of 
wealth and worldly honor above in- 
tegrity and love of beauty. As in 
his ‘Shadow and Substance’ and 
again in ‘The White Steed,’ the for- 
mer Irish schoolmaster sounds the 
tocsin of revolt against the cockeyed 
standards which permit misery and 
filth in a universe ruled by the 
‘Black Saints... He lambasts_ the 
Church and its disciples as well as 
the politicians and money grabbers 
for ‘imprisoning’ God. 

This earth, says Carroll, should be 
allowed to develop under the guid- 
ance of its poets and artists. Its cre- 
ative genius, not its moneyed lords 
and cheap lawmakers, should mold 
it. 

It’s a theme that’s meat for Car- 
roll, and although he does not shroud 
it in the mysticism of its predeces- 
sors, he has ample opportunity to 
draw on the spiritual. In_ short, 
‘Kindred’ is down-to-earth stage lit- 
erature, 


‘Love,’ says the author, ‘is not 
ecstasy, but transfigured pain...Live 
life loyally, not royally.’ Of such is 
Carroll’s banner, yet it is so clearly 
defined that it is reduced to terms 





of simple, elementary theatre. 
‘Kindred’ offers no controversial 

subject matter, nor does it offer a so- 

|lution for worldly ills. In essence 


\it is a series of beautifully worded | 


and expertly turned idealisms mak- 
os for lofty theatre. While these 
{same idealisms, when hovering on 
the spiritual, continue to find Car- 
roll in his Ivory Tower they will 
not prevent ‘Kindred’ from finding a 
pred response on Broadway. For, 
like its predecessors, here is intel- 
lectual drama, tinged with the salty, 
Irish flavor that distinguishes Car- 
roll’s works. 


Chief fault of the play as unfolded 
Saturday night (23) lies in the over- 
long prolog and miscasting of Wal- 
lace Ford as one of the 
Neither his voice nor histrionics fits 
him for the part. However, his ap- 
pearance is restricted to the pro- 
log and for a brief moment in the 








has taken a} 


WrETTTTe C TTT Alan Fieming 
oo Seer bSROGe bie eeencs Robert Busch | 
Wilk ces4s CPRDADEENRCCOS ORES .8 Charles Powers | 
Rose...... CUSSORCl Cec cece ...Mildred Stone 
nt, MOR a vacbeeseceseeod A. Courtney White 
lS A eee eames coencee Sewell Hart 
Soldiers Leslie Gorall, Charles Brodsky, 


There's some- | 


final act . With this exception, the 
play has been endowed with a bril- 


beauty of Carroll’s craftsmanship. 
Biggest surprise is the beautifully re- 
strained performance of Aline Mac- 
Mahon, returning to the stage after 
a lengthy sojourn in Hollywood. 

As the connecting link between 
spiritual and earthly values, she por- 
trays a difficult role with a warmth 
and richness that highlight the pro- 
duction. Seldom, if ever, has the 
iscreen offered her the opportunity to 
|display such genuine dramatic talent. 
Barry Fitzgeraid, the crusty old 
canon of ‘The White Steed,’ and Ar- 
thur Shields, co-producer of ‘Kin- 
dred’ with Edward Choate, likewise 
turn in magnificent portrayals. Both 
hail from the Abbey Players, who, 
incidentally, produced ‘Kindred’ in 
Dublin last September. 

In the prolog an obscure painter 
in a small town on the Irish coast 
casts aside the woman he loves in 
order not to perpetuate his ‘rotten’ 
seed. But a visitation from his an- 
cestors convinces him that he must 
help keep alive the ‘silver thread’ 
until that day when the disciples of 
beauty shall inherit the earth. A 
woman, the ancestors argue, is only 
the vessel. Under threat of dire 
physical pain they force him to cast 
ris seed. The villagers call him daft. 

A generation later there appears 
on the streets in Altmoran a thread- 
bare and half-starved violinist play- 
ing the ancient folk tunes of the 
Irish people. Once more the father’s 
tainted strain is recalled and the art- 
ist’s son (Shields) is also shunned 
and jeered. Mary Griffin (Miss Mac- 
Mahon) has since married the grocer 
Fenet (Fitzgerald) and has a son 
perpetuating the grocer, but lacking 
in the more spiritual qualities of the 
mother. O’Regan, the painter’s son, 
and Mrs. Fenet instantly sense their 
spiritual kinship and there ensues a 
conflict between her maternal obliga- 
tions to her own son and the great 
feeling which draws her to her erst- 
while lover’s offspring. 

Capable performances are given 
in supporting roles by Haila Stod- 
dard, Harry Young, Thomas Findlay 
and Wauna Paul. Robert Edmond 








(Continued on page 44) 


Jones directed and designed the 
play’s two settings. Rosen. 


idealists. | 


liant cast which brings forth all the | 


THE UNCONQUERED 


Baltimore, Dec. 25. 


Drama in three acts by Ayn Land 
. 


adapied from the author's novel, ‘We the 
Living’; presented and staged by George 
Abbott; settings, Boris) Aronson: at the 
Maryland Theatre, Baltimore, Dec. 25, ‘39 
SSE Re a TS ..John Parish 
Leo Kovalensky......¢+..6. Onslow Steveng 
Upravdom........ rrr e ee TTT ar Cliff’ Dunstan 
Kira Argounova...esess Kugenie Leontovich 
Student.......c0. ete seeeeeee Paul Ballantine 
Pavel Sverov....... eeccecceed Arthur Pierson 
Older Examiner..++sseeee-J. Ascher Smith 
Andrei Taganov........ Oeeeeens Dean Jagger 
Attendant at Institute......Paul Ballantine 
Malashkin....cecsccccccecess Edwin Philips 
Comrade Sonia...eeeceees.- Georgiana Brand 


Comrade BitiukK..ccccceees- 


.. Dora Merande 
Girl Clerk.... 


eoeceeees Virginia Dunnin 


Boy Cherie. .csccscves seeceeeess Willlam Bleeg 
Comrade Voronov....ecsesesss Horace Cooper 
Stephan Timoshenko..... e+. George Cotton 
Ratlroad Guard........ eeeere Goorge Kossoft 
Karp Morozov...... eveeee, Howard Freeman 
Antonina DPavlovna........ .++..Mary Ceell 
NMetmnhas....ccesreceveces Ludmilla Toretzka 
&. FP. U. Chhebsesscvevess Marshall Bradford 
Assistant G,. P, U. Chief..Frank O'Connor 
Party Club Attendant.........¢ John Parrish 
Border Semtry.-.ccsccccces George W. Smith 


George Abbott has wandered again 
'from his accepted metier of comed 
and is attempting a serious play wit 
his presentation of ‘The Uncon- 
quered.’ Set against the fumbling, 
if altruistic, background of the 
Russia of 1924, play takes 13 scenes 
to unfold its rather familiar stor 
of the girl who loved a guy so hws 
she gave herself to another to supply 
necessary funds for No. 1, 

Kira (Eugenie Leontovich) is an 
ex-aristocrat in love with Leo (On- 
slow Stevens) who has become 
broken in health by an unfair im- 
prisonment. Leo is quite bitter about 
it all and Kira wants only to be 
left alone to pursue her studies in 
engineering. Her class status, how- 
ever, gets her into difficulties with 
party powers and she is forced to 
give up her dreams of creating sky- 
scrapers and bridges. But Andrel 
(Dean Jagger), a GPU agent and an 
idealistic communist, is intrigued by 
her courage and manages to get her 
placed so that earning a living is 
i}no longer a problem. 

The ailing Leo grows rapidly 
worse, and not having the proper 
social status, he can’t get into one 
of the state-controlled institutions 
located in sunnier climes. After 
vain and considerable effort by Kira 
to get him so placed she finally gives 
|herself to Endrei, who has been mak- 











| ing an heroic struggle with his ideals 
| to stave off his terrific yen for her. 
| Through funds provided by Andrei 
| via Kira, Leo makes a comeback and 
| the girl then finds herself torn be- 
| tween two overpowering emotions. 
Thievery, profiteering, graft and 
{beaurocratic stringpulling soon en- 
| mesh them all and the truth is out. 
| Leo, though, doesn’t come up to the 
heroic sacrifice made by Kira, and 
Andrei gets himself bumped off be- 
cause of it. A final and very brief 
scene reveals that Kira, too, gets 
|hers when she makes an effort to 
cross the border out of the USSR. 
Miss Leontovich is tensely drama- 
tic and tragically overawed by_her 
role, which reveals compelling 
snatches of good trouping. Most au- 
thentic reading is that of Jagger, 
|with his sustained, impassioned 
| oration late in play one of highlights. 
Stevens handles himself surely and 
compellingly throughout and Arthur 
| Pierson, as a grafting official; Geor- 
| gianna Brand, his proletarist sweet- 
| heart, and Dora Merande, a straight- 
| laced party worker all have their 
|moments. Action needs considerable 
| speeding, and scenic investiture by 
| Boris Aronson, although effective in 
| spots, proves most cumbersome. 
‘The Unconquered’ will need 
plenty of heroic effort to make it 
ready for the Broadway grade, al- 
though in justice to the cast, there 
were opening night difficulties hing- 
| ing on the injuries sustained in a fall 
| by one of the players, Howard Free- 
|man, that were beyond its control. 
Detailed story on Page 43. Burm. 








VANITIES 
(11TH EDITION) 
San Francisco, Dec. 25. 


Revue presented by Earl Carroll; dialog 
and lyrics, Dorcas Cochran; music, Charles 
Rosoff; settings, Jean le Seyeaux; at the 
Geary, San Francisco; $3.30 top. Opening 
Dec, 25, '39. 

New edition of Earl Carroll's 


‘Vanities,’ which preemed here to- 
night (Monday), was well received, 
but showed need for much revision 
and the addition of several names to 
assure a positive b.o. It’s much too 
long, requiring plenty of pruning to 
speed it up. It lacks smoothness and 
coherence, first and second act finales 
being particularly rough. Comedy 
material and chorus terping are also 
weak. 

Standout comedy is supplied by 
Jerry Lester and Prof. Lamberti. Top 
acts are dancers Ygor and Tanya, 
Three Nonchalants, Cass, Owen and 
Topsy and Nirska. 

Femmes in the line are lookers and 
plentiful on s.a., but thet doesn't 
shroud their need for considerable 
smoothing of routines. Music is In 
and out, with ‘Angel’ a possible hit. 
Costumes are colorful and attractive, 
and the sets are occasionally eye- 
filling. 
| This is an elaboration of the nitery 
|revues Carroll has done at his cab 
aret-theatre in Hollywood. Pat. 
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Children’ 91,6, ‘Springtime’ $9,000 In 
Chi; ‘Scandals, Dinner Advance Big 








Chicago, Dec. 26. 

Pre-Xmas week found two shows 
in the Loop, and both turned in fa- 
vorable accounts of themselves con- 
sidering they were bucking the worst 
week in show biz. ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren’ held on at the Selwyn, and 
‘Springtime for Henry’ continue at 
the Erlanger, with both shows slated 
to close their Chicago runs Jan. 6. 

Last night (Monday) two indicated 
winners arrived—'Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ at the Harris, and ‘Scandals,’ 
Erlanger. Advance on both was 
plenty, with the ‘Scandals’ now prac- 
tically sold out for the two New 
Year’s Eve performances at $4.40. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (32d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Did splendid 
$9.500 despite pre-Xmas. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Erlanger 
(6th week) (1,400; $2.75). Moved to 
next door Grand yesterday ‘(Mon- 
day) to make room for George 
White’s ‘Scandals.’ Had a fair enough 
session at $9,000. 


Freeman Badly Injured 


By Fall; Saw Daughter 
Fatally Hurt Last Week 


Baltimore, Dec. 26. 
Paralyzed by a 15-foot fall from 
his upper-tier dressing room jus 
before the curtain was about to go 
up, Howard Freeman was unable to 
go on at the opening of George Ab- 





bott’s ‘The Unconquered’ at the 
Maryland theatre here last night 
(Monday). Freeman early today 


was still unable to move from the 
waist down and doctors believed his 
condition serious. They said he 
might be suffering a fractured spine 
or pelvis. His role in the show was 
taken by John Parrish, doubling 
from another part. Parrish read 
some of the lines directly from 
script. 

Accident was the second misfor- 
tune for Freeman in a few days. 
Last Wednesday (20) he went to the 
station at Rockville Center, L. I, 
where he lived, to meet his 14-year- 
old daughter as she returned from 
school, only to see her run down by 
an automobile and fatally injured. 
He returned here yesterday just in 
time for the final rehearsal after at- 
tending his daughter's funeral in 
N. Y. 

Freeman appeared in numerous 
Broadway shows during the 1920s, 
but then left the stage to become a 
newspaperman. After a few years, 
however, he returned to the boards 
in 1937 in Maxwell Anderson's “The 
Star Wagon.’ As a youth he played 
with Dustin Farnum and left Yale to 
tour with a one-night stand com- 
pany of ‘Way Down East.’ He en- 
tered war service shortly after. 

Abbott Folds ‘Unconquered’ 

Dissatisfied with the way the show 

went at the tryout, Abbott yesterday 


(Tuesday) decided to close ‘The Un- | 
conquered’ after Saturday’s (30) per-| 


formance in Baltimore. It has been 
slated to open at the St. James, N. Y., 
next Wednesday (3). Cast will be 
dismissed and the production stored, 
but the show may be put on again 
after script revisions. 
was the most expensive straight play 


production Abbott has done in some! 


seasons, 

Meanwhile, Chick Hess, electrician 
with the show, was taken ill and re- 
moved to a Baltimore hospital for an 
Operation. His place was taken by a 
local electrician. Ralph 
left yesterday to attend last night's 
performance and probably replace 
Freeman for the balance of the en- 
agement. 


WEBB-‘DINNER’ NEAT 
$6,500 IN BUFFALO 


: Buffalo, Dec. 26. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb), playing three of the 
worst days on the theatrical calendar 
(Dec. 21-23), grossed fine $6,500 at the 
Erlanger at $2.75 top. 


Troupe then went on to Chicago. | 


where it opened a run, last night 
(Monday) to a big advance sale. 


Lunts’ 1-Niters Gross 
$10,000 in 3 Stands 


Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 26. 


, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, | 


In three performances last week, 
8rossed about $10,000 in ‘The Tam- 
Mg of the Shrew.’ 

ates were in El Paso and 
o Texas, and Friday night 
Onvention Hall here. 


Amaril- 
(22) at 


bs 


Maris Wrixon Draws Lead 
In Reinhardt’s ‘Husbands’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 


absence from Warners to headline 
Max Reinhardt’s legit show, ‘Too 
Many Husbands,’ opening in San 
Francisco Jan. 15. 

Currently she is working in ‘We 
Shall Meet Again.’ 


‘Scandals’ Weatiers 
Philiy Lull for 206, 
‘3 After 3’ Premieres 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

Philadelphia staggered through the 
pre-Christmas week with one legit 
show and that one, George White’s 
‘Scandals,’ managed to do fairly well 
without competition. While revue’s 
two weeks’ stay at the Forrest wasn’t 
up to the average of several recent 
booking at the house, biz was okay 
considering the time. 

Another musical, ‘Three After 
Three,’ opened at the Forrest last 
night. It has two weeks skedded, 
sans opposition. 

On January 8, ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
bows at the Locust and ‘The Vaga- 
bond Hero’ (erstwhile ‘White 
Plume’) is set for the Forrest. A 
recent booking is ‘The Fifth Column,’ 
Theatre Guild production of the Er- 
nest Hemingway opus, for the For- 
rest on January 22. It will be on 











Understood it! 


Morehouse } 


American Theatre Society subscrip- 
| tion. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Scandals’ Forrest (2d-final) (1,700; 
| $3). Without opposition, this revue 
| bucked the traditionally bad pre- 
| Xmas week for $20,000. 


‘ABE’ HEFTY $18,000 








Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ here at 
the English theatre for three nights 
and Saturday matinee starting Thurs- 
| day (21), played to sellouts at every 
performance but Saturday night (23), 
Then, populace stayed away to trim 
Christmas trees. Early part of the 
| week was played in Columbus. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ English 
(1,500; $3.30). Hefty $18,000 between 
| the Columbus and local stands. 





ee 


‘Mamba’ OK $7,500 In 


Detroit, Dec. 25. 

Despite late buying rush—store 
biz here is estimated at $28,000,000 
for Christmas shopping, 5% above 
|1938—Cass filled in nicely with a 
holdover of ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
during a week that otherwise might 
have been dark. 

Advance sale on ‘Kiss the 
Goodbye,’ which opened last night 
(Mcnday) at the Cass, presages some 
healthy biz during holidays, 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Cass 
final week). (1,500; $2.75). Neat $7,- 
500, with most show biz off, to follow 
a highly satisfactory $13,500 first 
week, 





3 Openings In Boston; 
‘Road’ $7,500 5th Wk. 


Boston, Dec. 26. 
perked up again here, 
Christmas. Night seeing ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters,’ ‘Tonight We Dance’ and 
|‘John Henry’ opening. 
| “Tobacco Road,’ with Slim Timb- 
{lin remains for sixth week and 
| promises to last at least two more 


Season 


stanzas. 


| Estimate for Last Week 

| “Tebacco Road,’ Plymouth (5th 
| week) (1,480; $1.65). Lost very little 
speed during Christmas week, whav- 
ing no opposish. Took around $7,500. 





} 


Mary Young (Mrs. Greaza) 
Undergoes Maj. Op in N.Y. 


{ 


|ally known as Mary Young, under- 
| went a major operation at the New 
'York hospital Wednesday (20). She 
was reported in favorable condition 
‘early this week. 

Greaza, formerly of the Broadway 


stage, is assistant executive secretary 


for Equity. Although devoting full 
time to Equity, he is filling out a 
once weekly evening radio broadcast 
contract. 


Maris Wrixon draws a leave of | 


IN COLUMBUS, INDPLS, 0% 2r0erancer, chicago 


Det. Despite Pre-Xmas' 


Boys | 


oa.| 


Wife of Walter Greaza, profession- | 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Male Animal’—Herman 
Shumlin. 

*‘Two for the Show’—Gertrude 
Macy, Stanley Gilkey. 


‘Couple Wanted’ — Jerome 
Mayer. 

‘Two on an _  Island’—Play- 
wrights, 

‘Easy Virtue’— Aldrich and 


Myers. 








Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 25) 








‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—American, St. Louis. 
Colbourne-Jones (repertory )—Roy- 
al Victoria, Victoria, B. C. (25-26); 
Empress, Vancouver (27-30). 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
—Playhouse, Wilmington (29-30). 
Eva LeGallienne (repertory )—Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 
‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King) 
—Biltmore, Los Angeles, 
‘John Henry’ (Paul 

Colonial, Boston. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Cass, De- 
troit. 
‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker)— 
Taft Auditorium, Cincinnati. 
‘Male Animal’—McCarter, Prince- 
ton (30). 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
ters)—Shubert, Boston. 
‘Man Whe Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb )—Harris, Chicago. 
‘Man Who Killed Lincoln’—Mason- 
ic Auditorium, Rochester, N. Y. (29- 
30). 
‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 


Robinson )— 


Robeson)— 


(Ethel Wa- 
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Okay; ‘Dinner’ $20 
DuBarry 306, Set 


Bway Generally Off Though Leaders 


000, ‘Father’ 196; 
Pace, New Crop NG 





Seasonal drop in Broadway attend- 
ance the week before Christmas 
saw the lowest gross levels for most 
shows. Only the leaders held to 
form, protected by the advance sales. 
It is doubtful that the usually big 
figures between Christmas and New 
Year’s will be registered because 
the latter comes next Monday and 
only a limited number of perform- 
ances will be given on the Sabbath 
night. 

There are several plays whose 
chances have not been clearly indi- 
cated, since they had to buck the 
slump prior to the holidays. Busi- 
ness generally from now on will be 
their barometer. Altogether Broad- 
way suffered during the late fall, 


(66th week) (R-1,519; $3.30). Laugh 
revue expected to play out second 
season with new material figuring; 
dropped to $21,000; Xmas matinee 
drew standees. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (4th week) 
Attendance went off last week, as 
expected before Xmas, but ended 
week okay; takings around $13,500. 

‘Kindred,’ Elliott (D-931; $3.30). 
Presented by Edward Choate and 
Arthur Shields; written by Paul Vin- 
oo Carroll; opened Tuesday night 
(26). 

‘Ladies and Gentiemen,’ Beck (10th 
week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Another two 
weeks to go before again going to 
road; business moderate after excel- 
lent start; rated around $12.000. 





starting with the confusion of the 
dual Thanksgiving. 

Five shows passed up Christmas 
(Monday) night performances and 
seven will not play next Monday (1). 
Attendance on the night of a holiday 
is invariably off and so this time the 
New Year’s night will be dropped 
by those shows (six) playing Sun- 
day night. 

Only three hits are credited with 
holding their boxoffice pace last 
week, ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’, ‘Life With Father’, and ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady’, the approximate 
takings being $20,000, $19,000 and 
$30,600, respectively. Outside of ‘Du 
Barry’, all other musicals were af- 
fected downward. 

Last week’s new crop was given 
unfavorable reception. The press for 
the English comedy, ‘Billy Draws a 
Horse’, at the Playhouse, was ad- 





more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘No Time for Cemedy’ (Katharine 

| Cornell) —Metropolitan, Seattle (25- 

27); Mayfair, Portland (28-30). 
‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, 





Florence Reed )—Hartman, Columbus 


| 
| (25-27 ); Erlanger, Buffalo (28-30). 
| ‘Roly Young’—His Majesty’s, Mont- 
| real. 
| (Willie and Eugene 

‘Springtime for Henry’ 
| Everett Horton) — Grand 
| House, Chicago. 
| ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 
| Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Auditorium, 
| Ft. Worth (25); Melba, Dallas (26-27); 
|Paramount, Austin (28); Texas, San 
|Antonio (29); Music Hall, Houston 
| (30-31). 

‘Thanks for My Wife’—Savoy, San 
Diego (25-26). 
| ‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
}mon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
| Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
English, Indianapolis. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Slim Timblin)— 
Plymouth, Boston, 

‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Vanities’—Geary, San Francisco. 


(Edward 
Opera 


ton. 





verse, while “Steel’, Provincetown 


| Playhouse; ‘Once Upon a Time’, La- | 


|bor Stage, and ‘Alternate Current’, 
| Daly’s, were panned as severely as 
lany offerings in years. i 
were rated amateur. 
Three new 


Latter trio | 
| 


shows are listed this 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (7th 

| week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Packing ’em 
| in at all shows with standees pienti- 
| ful; no letup last week, with gross 
| again over $19,000. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (10th 
| week) (C-1,012; $3.30). Companion 
piece with ‘Father’ as. standout 
comedy of season so far; well over 
$20,000. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (8th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). One of the 
better fall entrants; while not up 
with leaders, is drawing satisfac- 
torily; off with most others last 
week; $11,500. 

‘Mornings at Seven,’ Longacre (4th 
week) (C-1,016; $3.30). Business 
after this week wili indicate chances 
of another fairly recent laugh ar- 
rival; around $7,000. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi 
| week) (C-1,434; $1.10). 





(13th 
Can get by 
jat modest money; parties helping; 
| quoted around $5,000, which is okay 
|at scale. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco 


(10th week) 
| (C-939: $3.30). 


One of the season’s 


week, Only one, ‘The Unconquered,’ | comedy successes which should span 
slated for the St. James next week, |the season; star (Gertrude Lawrence) 


cancelled. 


|hearsal has dropped and 


| will see but comparatively few pre- | 


} mieres. 


Estimates for Last Week 


; Billy Draws a Horse,’ Playhouse 
(Alfred | (C-865; $3.30). Drew rather adverse | 
of holiday | 


press; cards a number 
|matinees and star (Grace George) 


'should be somewhat of a draw; 
| opened late last week. 
‘Christmas Eve,’ Miller (CD-940; 


| $3.30). Presented by Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic; written by Dr. Gustav Eck- 
stein; cast with several names; opens 
tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street 
(3d week) (M-1,347; $4.40). 
socko musical which went to list 
leadership at once; held up excel- 
lently last week with better than 
$30,000. 

‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Cort (4th 
week) (CD-1,064; $3.30)» Has not 
lyet struck real gait; moderate takings 
iso far, with last week estimated 





‘White Plume’—National, Washing- | around $6,000. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 








4 Plays, In an 


Deceased McLellan's 10 Musicals, 


Involved Litigation 





| Three-way action to obtain film 
rights to 10 musicals and four plays 
written by C. M. S. McLellan, Eng- 
lish writer who died about 10 years 
ago, has been filed in N. Y. supreme 
court. Suit brought by Mrs. Marie 
Adelaide McLellan, the _ writer’s 
widow, against William A. Brady, Al 
H. Woods and Hopwood Plays, Inc., 
has been followed by counter-claims 
from Brady and the Every Hopwood 
estate. 


One of the musicals involved, ‘The 
Little Cafe,” was bought by Para- | 
mount in 1930 for $7,500. 
| Mrs. McLellan claims 
| March, 1929, she entered into a con- 


that in| 


|tract with Woods by which he was | 


ito attempt to sell the film rights to 
!her dead husband’s works. Woods, 
‘for the rights, gave her $5,000 in a} 
{non-returnable advance and was to 
‘turn over to her 50% of any coin he 
received after the advance was} 
deducted, she alleges 

In March, 1931, according to her 
claim, Woods transferred his rights 
in the plays to Brady. Seven months 
later Woods went bankrupt, where- | 
upon the trustee in bankruptcy sold 
| the same rights, as part of Woods’ 
assets, to Hopwood Plays. 
| Mrs. McLellan maintains that her 
contract with Woods was personal 
and couldn’t be transferred, and that 
rights to the amount of more than 
$10,000 were sold and she is de- 


| 


manding that sum from the defend- 
ants without naming any particular 
one. She also claims $2,500 for 
radio rights and asks for return of 
the manuscripts. Defendant 
that film sales exceeded the sum due 
Mrs. McLellan and that there were 
any radio sales, 

Jacob J. Schwebel, prez an tto! 
ney for Hopwood, in his counter- 
claim, maintains his company owns 
the rights as they were purchased in 


deny 


+ 


+4 


d attor- 


good faith as assets of Woods’ bank- 
ruptcy. | 

Brady, in turn, claims he owns the | 
‘rights, maintaining that he paid 
Woods $15,006 advance on them. 
Schwebel replies that Woods paid 


back the $15,000 and rights again | 
became Woods’, but Brady denies 
he ever got the money back. Woods, | 
represented by Alfred Beekman, of 
House, Grossman, Vorhaus & Hem- | 
ley, makes no claim to the rights, 
but denies that Mrs. McLellan has | 
stated the whole contract. Next 
move in the matter is the €xamina- | 
tion of Brady, which has been set for | 


| Jan. 17. 
Musicals involved are ‘Glittering | 


Gloria,’ ‘Nellie Neal,’ ‘Oh, Oh, Del- | 


phine,’ ‘The Little Cafe,’ ‘The Pink 
Lady, ‘The Telephone Girl,’ ‘The| 
Lady Slavey,’ ‘The Whirl of the 
Town’ and ‘The Girl From Up There.’ 
Plays are ‘On the Love Path,’ ‘Leah 
Kleschna,’ ‘The Strong People’ and 
The Jury of Fate.’ | 


Number of shows in re- 
January | 


New | 


jis the principal draw; over $15,000 
last week, 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (27th 
, week) (R-1,142; $4.40). Nose-dived 
;last week, but should do well in 
holiday going; estimated around $12,- 
500. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Expected to 
tour, starting in February; around 
$10.000 last week, still profitable. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(C-1,402; $3.30). Resumed Tuesday 
(26) after week’s layoff; straight- 
|show leader last season topned only 
| by recent arrivals; paced at $18,000; 
now 39th week. 

‘The World We Make,’ Guild (5th 
| week) (D-956; $3.30). Some doubt 
|} about sticking; business did not de- 
velop as hoped for; takings dropped 
ito around $6,000. 
| ‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (9th 
week) (D-712; $3.30). Doing very 
| well for one-setter; comedy drama 
should be winter stayer; around $10,- 
|} 000 estimated. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ 
week) (C-1,195; $1.65. Gross usually 
jumps around holiday time; extra 
matinee this week; also plays New 
| Year’s Eve; average lately a bit over 
| $4,000. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Has drawn 
excellent business; only topped by 
‘Du Barry’; pace went off in past 
two weeks; around $25,000; still big. 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin (6th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Current 
week and next should be test of new 
musical’s chances; so far light; $11,- 
000 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(C-1,005; $2.75). Presented by Rob- 
ert Henderson; written by J. B. 
Priestley; opened Monday (25); using 
moderated ticket scale. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (24th week) 
(R-1,715; $3.30). Resumed Monday 
(25) after laying off most of last 
week; slipped to $11,000, but lively 
holiday attendance anticipated by 
advance sale. 


(45th 


Forrest (315th 


(9th 


ADDED 


‘Hamlet,’ 44th Street. Final two 
weeks of limited repeat engagement 
of full-length version; up to around 
$15,000; jumps to Coast after present 
stay; ‘John Henry’ follows week of 
Jan. 8 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (108th 
week) (R-873; $1.65). Averaging 
better than $7,000 since new version 
went on; labor unionists’ intimate re- 
vue making fine run. 

‘Once Upon a Time,’ Labor Stage 
(Princess). Lasted one nerformance; 
opened last Wednesday (20). 

‘Steel,”” Provincetown Playhouse. 
Reported closed, but boxoffice in- 
sisted play is still on; panned. 

Alternate Current. Daly’s (63d 
week). Got critic’ razz; also amae 
teur; opened Friday; stopped Satur- 
aay. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ Broadway. Vaude- 
ville revue presented by Clifford C. 
k er opened Monday (25) at $1.65 
top; mixed press. 
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Shubert-Gallo to Stage Outdoor 


Operettas in Miami; Town's Stock Co. 


——__—_—- + 





No Answer 


Miami is to have two stage at- 
tractions during the winter season, 
one to be in the open air. Latter 
will be operetta revivals to be pre- 
gented in the Orange Bowl by For- 
tune Gallo and J. J. Shubert, who 
were associated in similar ventures 
at Jones Beach and Randall’s Island, 


N. Y., also other spots. 
It was understood the duo had} 5 Diygse Bhh 
split last summer, when they ducked} the omission. 


When the selectmen of Miami 
okayed open air operettas, an 
item appeared in a New York 
daily to that efiect, mentioning 
Fortune Gallo as the impresario, 
but without including J, J. Shu- 
bert, his partner in such ven- 
tures. Latter burned and wanted 
to know who was to blame for 
Said Shubert to 








i 3 y the | Gallo: 
the open air shows around | < 
j . ‘What do you think I am, your 
, s, after going into the red | bs 
metropolis, a going | stooge?’ Gallo laughed. 


the previous wet summer. — =, 
The other presentation in the) 
Floridian resort will be stock, for 
which a new theatre has been built 
at Miami Beach. Gant Gaither _ 
Janey shman will be associate 
rg i coaige sane Former, who | Two very fast flops were recorded 
hails from Hopkinsville, Ky., op- | last _ week and a third, ‘Steel, 
erated summer rural ventures in| Provincetown Playhouse may lam 
New England. Miss Cushman has | anytime, none actually rating a place 
socialite connections and is said to|on New 


York’s show list. ‘Once 
have promoted the financing. 








Flop, Flop 


| Upon a Time’ opened Wednesday at 

There were 220 stock companies | the Labor Stage, then disappeared. 
throughout the country in 1929. Cur- 
rently there is but one, it showing 
in Salem, Mass., under the direc- 
tion of Guy Palmerton. Business 
the has been so-so and the man- 
ager is figuring on selecting another 
stand. Last summer there were ap- 
proximately 90 stocks in the sticks, 
but limited so much as to season that 
little revenue accrued to authors and 
managers who may have still re- 
tained stock rights. 

Stock was formerly important to 
authors, producers and play brokers. 





ONCE UPON A TIME 


Opened Dec. 20, ’39. Billed as 
‘satirical fantasy,’ Lawrence Jo- 
seph Dugan’s anti-war play, pre- 
viously produced at the Yale 
Dramatic School, was rejected 
by the critics who found it lack- 
ing even in virility. Lockridge 
(Sun) declared ‘it is precisely as 
silly as it sounds.’ Whipple 
(World-Telegram) insisted ‘Once 
Upon a Time’ would be a flop 





Plays on Broadway 


| CC oontinued from page 42 








Once Upon a Time 


diers’ begin crawling around the 
stage on their chubby knees, ponnins 


|} toy guns at each other and donning 
gas masks, and when the man in the 
painted-cardboard moon tells the 
little virls how to find babies in the 


eabbace patch, it causes the sort of 
snickers heard when someone's mak- 
ins a fool of himself. 

Nothing much to be said about the 
staging or performance. The voung 
hopefuls have that air of self-con- 
scious wrecociousness cf a children's 
charade. Only grownup in the cast 
is A. Courtney White, who, as the 
voice of Mr. Moon, is enough to give 
the Ghost of Hamlet's rather a se- 
vere case of the creens. Jewel Hart, 
as one of the giri-wives, is at least 
direct and as sincere as such a trans- 
narentiv artificial part allows, but 
the others may charitably be ienored. 

Hobe. 


Withdrawn after one performance; | 


printed for the record. 





Lesit Follow-Up 


Man Who Came to Dinner 


(SECOND COMPANY) 











Buffalo, Dec. 21. 

Sock reception given the premiere 
performance of this second company 
of one of the season's Broadway 
hits, which is headed for Chicago fol- 
lowing four performances at the 
Erlanger here, holds much promise 
for successful stancs in the Windy 
City and elsewhere on the road. 
Although it has less homey humor 
and is more brittle and caustic than 
some of the authors’ (George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart) recent 
dramatic output, it possesses enough 








While that income has dwindled before a Saturday morning audi- 
towards the zero mark in the past} emee at the Heckscher theatre. 
10 years, the value of amateur and | — 


i eatre rights has steadily 4 
— asia . | ‘Alternate Current’ began at Daly’s 


| 63rd Street Friday (22) and went 
Ticket Code 


| into eclipse the following evening, 
Continued from page 41 











amateurish cast sure there'd be no 
Santa Claus. 














from enforcing the code of fair prac- | Ps pce gt ge 
ices limiting tl remiums on| pene « Bh, So , 
= F Watts was the only first-stringer 


ickets to 75 cents. ol . 
” ef : stensibly were the who felt sufficiently insulated to 
ae ee ee endure Syd _ Porcelain’s play. 


principals in the action, but it “ed atin teehenes dadeeed Yee 
the moral and financial as | seaption of aeaubutine selecsabie, 
other brokers. Latter contributed te | sinateustds giave and pale thom 
the costs of the suit, but when ad- | ot ik Uaaheaiee te aleaiiens 
ditional coin was sought seer | etieline ak Gaiaaas acaminmadaiinns 
to the higher courts they declined to | ; ch ith? 
put up any further money. Court | should be stopped forthwith. 
vas openly opposed to hearing the | 

case and handed it over to a referee, 


= romsementes one pa hed so | Vivien Leigh-Oiivier’s 
oing, Judge Samue ofstadter | ae... ° 
Realistic ‘Romeo-Juliet’ 








stated that the code was designed for 
the good of the public. 

Equity was more than an inter- | rape a 
ested bystander, since it helped Lawrence Olivier and _ Vivien 
frame the code regulations and is a | Leigh, mentioned to team in ‘Romeo 
party to the ticket control system. | and Juliet’ next season, are reported 
During the period when the Acme | set for the dual starring appearance 
matter was pending, most agencies | in April on Broadway. According to 
held back the payment of 3%c per | show business rumor, the showing by 
ticket, levied by the League for en- | the English couple will have a ro- 
forcement costs, on the grounds that | mantic angle, they planning to wed 
if Acme won the decision the code | when obtaining their respective di- 
would have been invalidated. Levy | vorces. 
under the revised code is 3c, Olivier is married to Jill Esmond 

Bookers Get Concession Moore, while Miss Leigh’s husband 

Gustav A. Gerber, attorney for the }5 4 banker, 

Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, | 


° . ° | 
conferred with Milton Weinberger, | 





counsel for the League, they draw- out of business. 


ing up a regulation for the advisory 
commission, @ concession made by 
the managers. Advisory body, which 


Even if the pre- 
mium maximum is not exceeded, 
there are other provisions which the 
ticket men declare are virtually im- 


insulting wit, plus broad and rowdy 


|comedy, to make it a solid laugh 


click anywhere. Only partially de- 
pendent for humorous appeal upon 


{the tongue-in-cheek expose of the 


eccentricities of its reputed hero- 
prototype (Alexander Woollcott), its 
audacious’ dialog, pungent wise- 


| cracking and deft, swift action make 
it a standout comedy strictly on its | 


Own merits, 

Professional interest naturally 
|}centers around Clifton Webb in the 
|title role (Monty Wooley has the 
llead on Broadway). The former 
|hoofer displays a fine flair for the 
|}gentler implications of the charac- 


|ter, but his fragile demeanor and de- ! 


livery are hardly in key with the 
{more robust, Rabelaisian opportuni- 
|ties which the role frequently af- 
| fords. Moreover, playing from an 
armchair throughout the perform- 
| ance, as called for by the characteri- 
zation, might well handicap even a 
more seasoned dramatic actor. Webb’s 
|serious efforts are further compli- 
| cated by his reputation as a dancer, 
with the audience quite obviously 
j|holding out for a few trick steps 
| which, when they finally eventuate, 
| are hailed appreciatively as one of 


the high spots. 
| Doris Dalton’s Maggie {is rather 
wooden. Gerald Savory’s. Beverly 


Carlton is nifty mimicry, as is also, 
in a lesser degree, Joey Faye’s Banjo. 
Helen Flint, as Lorraine, gives an 
| indistinct portrayal of what is other- 
| wise a sharply characterized romp. 


'Remaining parts are well cast and | 
played, even down to the bits, and | 


| Kaufman's facile and incisive direc- 
tion is manifest throughout. 

| For a first performance, the com- 
pany was generally adept. Both 
Hart and Kaufman were on watch 
out front during the proceedings and 
| backstage mothering the brood dur- 
ing the entractes. Kaufman spent 
most of the evening clocking the 
patron responses from an unper box. 

Burton. 


Inside Stuff—Legit = 


Last Wednesday (20) was the 27th anniversary of the opening of the 
marble-fronted Cort theatre, West 48th street, N. Y. Completion of the 
building and its premiere with ‘Peg o’ My Heart,’ which made a corking 
run (Laurette Taylor), introduced John Cort to Broadway. That showman 
was highly successful in the northwest, headquartering in Seattle. When 
Cort came east, Barney Klawans, who managed the Cort for 209 years, 
accompanied him. 

At that time there was a sort of influx from Seattle. Those who came 
from there were Guthrie McClintic, who developed into a producer; Dixie 
French, now general manager for John Golden; Dick Maney, who took 
tickets out there and is now a press agent, and Oliver Bailey, whose chieg 
success was operating the theatres (Fulton and Republic) on Broadway in 
which ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ made its record run, 

Saturday (23) marked the 18th anniversary of McClintic’s start as a 
director-producer in New York. 





Authoritative sources in Pittsburgh last week, while ‘Tonight Wy Dance’ 
was current at Nixon theatre, said Ruth Chatterton had flown from Colum. 
bus to New York previous weekend to talk John Van Druten, English play. 
wright, into rewriting first act of comedy by Marcella Burke and Gladys 
Unger. Understood Van Druten agreed, despite fact that he’s wanted her 
all season for a play of his own, “True Story.” Opening stanza of ‘Dance’ 
has already been revised several times since piece started on road more 
| than two months ago and still needs plenty of fixing. Sm ky City crix 

didn’t think much of the vehicle and rated its Broadway chances exceed. 
ingly thin. 





Olsen and Johnson, the Winter Garden, N. Y., hellzapoppers of ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ did plenty of Christmas gagging off stage. They gave away ties 
(and good ones, too), woven label on the back reading ‘Stolen from Olsen 
and Johnson.’ They originally had a bunch made and sent 'em to J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

They also sent out aprons for holiday partying carrying name of show, 
their mugs, a lin® ‘the drinks are on us’ and ‘Merry Xmas and Happy 
Hangover’ 


Seventeen members of the chorus of George White’s ‘Scandals’ were 
taken ill Thursday (14) from drinking Philadelphia's notorious ‘chlorine 
cocktail’ water. They were treated by hotel physicians and went on at 
the Forrest feeling rocky. 

The occasion was seized upon by the show's press agent to garner plenty 
of free space in the dailies showing the chorines in various stages of dis- 
array in their beds. 

Because of the Monday (25) break there were any number of pre- 
Christmas parties along Broadway tossed by those in various amusement 
fields. One was staged in the offices of the Actors Fund. Half a dozen 
turkeys were carved and served and there was a crowded house. 

Number of oldtimers called at the Fund quarters and several vamped 
away because of the number of free loaders. They mildly squawked that 
they were too a.k. to push close to the table. 





|| Equity on Wages Atlanta Lined Up For 


Continued from page 41 














ducer would offer a $1,000 actor $990 gy 

weekly because he had to pay a Atlanta, Dec. 26. 
small-part person $10 more weekly.| What amounts to an imposing list 
| Any number of small-part players 
| double as stage managers and under- 





of legitimate stage attractions has 


studies, for which they get extra and been manager W. F. 
would hardly be affected. | Winecoff, of Erlanger theatre. Kick- 
If the boost is adopted, presump- | off will come New Year’s Day, when 
tion is that producers would prefer Harry Rogers’ 
seasoned players, if they accept $50 
pay, rather than embryo actors. 
‘That further indicates that the; ment at Erlanger. 
younger element on the stage would | Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne 
ata’ ees “ae ae pot }are booked for three performances 
carted increase na initiation fees of "Taming of Shrew,’ Jan. 9-10, to 
from $50 to $100 would make it more; be followed by musical 
| difficult for them to join Equity. 
As previously reported, the pro- 
| posed boost has not seriously con- 
| cerned the producers, although they 
| did complain when the plan was so| Katharine Cornell will appear in 
| abruptly announced after the signing \‘No Time for Comedy’ Feb. 13-14, 
|of the basic part, accompanying the; with ‘I Married An Angel,’ starring 
agreement over the revised ticket | Dennis King and Vivien Segal, due 
code. Stated that the minimum plan, | Feb. 27-28. Edward Everett Horton 
in discussions around theatrical clubs | will appear at Erlanger March 15-16 
and other meeting places, is favored,|in ‘Springtime for Henry,’ and last 
with comparatively few dissenters. |on list of bookings is Ruth Draper, 
Proponents of the raise discount | March 29-30, in one of her rare ap- 
the effect upon managerial reaction. | pearances in this sector. 
Showmen strongly objected to pay 
for rehearsals. It is true that the | 
actor who introduced the motion to 
that effect could not land a stage 


TMAT Suit 
job for 18 months afterwards, but | 


| Continued from page 41 
managers have accepted the rehear- | P 


booked by 


version of ‘Swing 
Mikado’ will open six-day engage- 


comedy, 
|‘Leave It to Me,’ starring Victor 
| Moore, Sophie Tucker and Billy 
Gaxton., 














will have broker representation, is | possible to follow to the letter. This 
supposed to huddle with the code | includes various reports of sales and 
enforcement board or ‘authority’| interchanges. It is certain they will 
when complaints are filed 


agencies for breaches of the rules. j transactions in any number of in- 

* . . ae "eS, Qc se > > - 

The advisory commission matter , St@nces : League uses expert ac 

was placed before ATTA Tuesday countants to check on _ theatre 
\ ay c ay | 


(26) by Gerber, but it had no in-| tickets, stamping of data on the re- 
Suenen upon them and they voted | verse side as mandatory by the fed- 
against signing | eral admissions tax law and the 
= aie a bt that - code, making it possible to trace 

There is no dou = a will “ol every ticket from the time it leaves 
. hp gayle: Fle angi stife | the boxoffice until taken up at the 
iable to 


ae ‘door. At least that is the League’s 
code revisions that could force them claim and expectation. 


As pointed out, there are no re- 
strictions on the sale of tickets other 
than legit, it being assumed that 
agencies charge more than 75c pre- 
mium for other attractions and 
sports in high demand. Instance cur- 

















rently is the film ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ showing at the Astor and 
Capitol. Exhibition at the Astor is 


two-a-day, with all seats reserved. 


getting $5.50. Tyson agency, how- 
ever, which is headquartered next to 
the theatre entrance, declared it is 
adhering to the 75c premium limit 
for ‘Wind.’ Capitol, where the pic- 
ture is shown three times daily, does 
not have reserved seats. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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against | be required to make explanations of | 


Top is $2.20, with agencies reported | 


sal pay requirement and no longer 
make objection. 





and men is dragged in to prove her 
point. 

Another sketch, ‘A Judicial Error,’ 
presents Drean charged with adul- 


Foreign Play 











La Revue Des Revues ar One Bnaees at 
a nia sio who believes he is cross- 
(REVUE OF REVUES’) examining a prisoner charged with 
Revue in <wo acts ae pn gy ea murcer. Obviously, there's quite a 
by Benoit-Leon Deutsch; written and stared dizzy mixup and terms are bandied 
by Dorin, Battaille-Henri, Pierre Varenne,|@rOund quite loosely to the audi- 
At the Nouveautes, Paris. ence’s great amusement. 

The individual numbers are better. 
Mile. Aubert, an old favorite, rings 
the bell with old and new songs. She 
'adds some caustic remarks about 
Hitler et Cie but is not at her best 





Seldom did a revue give more 
promise and fall more flatly than 
does ‘Revue of Revues.’ Everything 
was to be expected with a list of 
names that include Jeanne Aubert, 
Marguerite Moreno, Rene Dorin, 
Drean, Duvaleix and Mlle. Parysis. 

However, they cannot be blamed 
for the results attained since the ve- 
hicle is greatly at fault. Sketches 
are poor, dancing shy, puns quite or- 
dinary and much of the humor sacri- 
ficed to obtain a moral and even pa- 





/much on voice but great on mimicry, 
with his Eddie Cantor eyes to get re- 
sults. His best numbers are an imi- 


with exaggerated movements, and 
‘I'm the Victim of My Heart.’ Rene | 
ed Dorin packs plenty of irony and | 
triotic effect. The sets just ain't. subtlety in four numbers. His best is 
Two sketches are passable. Mlle. | about Sacha Guitry’s ‘confession’ to a 
|Moreno and Duvaleix put on a do-/ priest, latter supposedly showing 
mestic scene in ‘My Experience.’ | great disappointment when his con- 
Duvaleix refuses to be touched by his | fessor assures him that no one will 
wife (Moreno), but she bets hubby | ever learn what he confessed. 
she'll get her money anyhow—and{| Gerlys and Lydia put on two dance 
she does. The moral, of course, is|numbers but they rate no higher 
that no one ever profits by experi-| than the rest of the show. 
‘ence, and even the fate of nations! numbers rate no comment. 





Ravo. 


stuck to the boxoffice people. He 
was back in dues with TMAT, but 
after the ‘Mrs. Crowley’ job came 
along he offered to pay the union, 
which refused to accept. Stated by 


tery and Hemdey as the commis- | 7MAT people that even if the dues 


| were paid to date, the treasurers had 


| 





been ‘treasonable’ in walking out and 
were not eligible to managerial jobs. 
There is a possibility that other 
treasurers may file similar actions 
against TMAT with claims for sal- 
ary. 
Layoff Pay 
Contention of TMAT that press 


: ea ae , lagents be paid full salary for the 
eyed er Ges ot ee ee | pre-Christmas week layoff and com- 


pany managers half pay, was not 
settled. During a session with the 
managers, the union offered to con- 


tation of a singer of the 1900 epoch, | sider half pay for both jobs during 
ithe pre-Easter layoff if its Christ- 


mas claims were accepted. Man- 
agers decided the matter be further 
considered on the ground that it ap- 
peared the union was making its 
own rules, outside the provisions of 
the basic agreement. 


Managers individually may pay 
company men what they wish for 


The other | the layoff, but collectively they are 


opposed to setting a precedent. 


ut 


-- 
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a 
Nn. Y. Daily to Appear April 1 
projected afternoon paper for 
New York will begin publication on 
April 1, but will be without the 
services of Edward Stanley, one of 
the forces behind the undertaking. 
It won't be called P.M., as first sug- 
— McA. Ingersoll, prez of Pub- 
lications Research, Inc., sponsor of 
the forthcoming daily, declares this 
to be official. Most of the money re- 
quired for the paper has allegedly 








Rose-Scented Ad 


Chicago Tribune last week 
printed a rose-scented adver- 
tisement for the Allied Florists 
Assn. of Illinois. 

Tribune used 60 pounds of 
perfume in the regular red ink 
to obtain the aroma. 











nesota newspapermen and editor of 
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—=s 
the British Umbrella, in U. S. for! 
lecture tour, 
Roark Bradford’s play, ‘John | 


| Henry,’ to be published by Harper | 
| on Jan. 4, a week prior to its Broad- | 


| way opening. 
Annual 

| Writers Association of New York is 
}-. be held at the Hotel Commodore, 
N. Y., Feb. 4. 

| An original screenplay, ‘Debt of 
Honor,’ has been turned out by Vera 
Caspary. Being offered the studio by 


dinner of the Baseball | 


| holding out in quasi-monolog style in 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 12 














; other era are closely dovetailed with 
Ils Etaient Neuf the story’s primary element of inter- 
Celibataires marriage, and a fine supporting cast, 


notably Miriam Riselle, as the daugh- 
ter who weds the Christian, helps 
maintain the brisk pace. 


!a music-hall setting. 


subscribed, with the balance | "€Wspapers in St, Cloud, Minn., for 
so a few weeks. Stanley, | 47 een died Dee, 24 in that city. 
ho’s now handling the McNutt-for- He became editor of the St. Cloud 
president publicity campaign, js | Daily Journal Press in 1892, and 
definitely out for the present, but the frig the Journal Press was Soquired 
possibility still exists he will return | y the St. Cloud Daily Times in 1929, 
to active work on the publication. | W4S made editor of the combined pa- 
He remains a stockholder, pers, 
Just what the paper is to be called John E. Hipple, 74, vet publisher 
is not being disclosed just yet. Daily |of the Pierre (S. D.) Capital-Jour- 
will be less than standard size, and nal, died Dec. 23 in that 


| 
| 
' 





will go heavy on pictorial matter. | Prominent in the newspaper biz and | 
Many innovations are promised, in- | politics, he was instrumental in get- 


cluding a new and extensive radio ‘ting his state admitted into the union. 
coverage. t : 
or even interviewed, until February | and James, who were associated with 
at the very earliest. their father in the publishing biz. 
Wallace de Groot Cecil Rice, 80, 
N. Y. Guild Reelects Randau = (former newspaperman, mag-book 
Carl Randau, of the N. Y. World-| writer and playwright, died Dec. 15 
Telegram, was reelected prez of the) jn Chicago. 





ing Oliver R. Pilat, of the N. Y.) books and pamphlets. Besides writ- 
Post, by a vote of 776 to 327. Pilat,| ing a number of plays, he also con- 
first opposition candidate since the|tribbed to hundreds of mags and 
formation of the organization, cen- papers. 
tered his campaign on an alleged dis-| Gertrude Kay, 55, author and illus- 
appearance of $5,800 in Guild funds | trator of many books, died Dec, 18 
during the time of the Brooklyn in Youngstown, O. Her death re- 
(N. Y.) Eagle strike. sulted from injuries in a traffic acci- 

Other offices elected without OP- | gent the week previously. Author- 
position were Monroe Stern, Jour- 
nal-American; Tom Cassidy, News, | 
and James Whittaker, Mirror, v.p.s; 
Gladys Bentley, Eagle, treasurer, 
and Nat Einhorn, exec, sec, 

Nieman Fellowships 

Applications open from newspaper- 
men for Lucius W. Nieman fellow- 
ships at Harvard University next 
year, with March 1, 1940, as the clos- 
ing date. The fellowships, which 


lished since 1916, many of which she 
also illustrated, 

Julian O. Hall, 39, editor of the 
Dothan (Ala.) Eagle, was killed Fri- 
day (22) when his automobile over- 
turned near Round Lake, Fla., while 
en route home from fishing trip. He 
succeeded his father as ed of the 
Eagle in 1924 after latter’s death in 
car crash. 


| 
| 


| done a sequel to his ‘Only Yester- 


| Monica McCall. 
ten Evening 
elected the new prez of the Ameri- 
| can Press Society. 

; brated golden anniversary Xmas 
eve 
;mugg in Kansas City. 


city.| Forum Magazine as associate editor. 


Staff will not be hired, | Survivors include two sons, Robert| has delivered to Knopf the manu- 


He was the author, co- 
New York Newspaper Guild, defeat-| author, editor or compiler of 90 


! 


| 


ess had nearly a dozen books pub- | 


| 
| 


|that book about the Pacific Ocean 


Louis A. Holman, 73, writer and | 


poe N. Y. office building. 


Guitry’s theatrical background 
shows its guilty hand throughout. 
Pic depends almost entirely on the 
dialog for its action, his character 
groupings being far too stagey. Many 
of the backdrops are too obvious, 
with production as a whole, in fact, 
indicating a light budget. 

Siory itself is amusing. A new 
decree calls for the expulsion of a 
certain category of foreigners from 
France. Elvire Popesco, as a Polish 
resident of Paris, falls into this 
group. Guitry, a man about town, 
who abhors honest labor and lives 
on his wits, learns of her predica- 
ment. He decides to exploit the new 
law in order (1), to make some easy 
money (2), to enable him to meet 


Robert A. Erwin, of the Washing- 
Star editorial staff, 


Parents of John W. Quinn cele- 


in Omaha. Quinn is Variery 


Eleanor L. Van Alen has joined 
She was formerly literary editor of 


the North American Review. 
Allen Rivkin, the film  scenarist, 








script of his biog of Frederick | 
Weyerhauser, the lumber baron. 


The film has an enterprising score 
by Sholem Secunda and the camera’s 
exteriors, made on Long Island, help 
re-create assurably the Ukraine at- 

1osphere, 


OT ORA NEGYVEN 
(‘Five-Forty’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 

Budapest, Dec. 12. 


Hunnia release of Antal Takacs Pro- 
duction, Directed by Endre Toth; scenario, 
Joseph Babay and Eugene Szatmari; music, 
Szahboles 





| the blonde foreigner. 
| Guitry founds a hospice in Neuilly 
|for old men. Necessary requisites 
: |are they must be bachelors, over 60 
day,’ to be called ‘Since Yesterday.” j}and willing to give their name and 
Harold B. Berke and Anita Dia-| nationality in marriage to any wo- 
mant, who are associated in a N. ¥.! man he picks for them. They must 
literary agency, now have a marital| Promise not to exercise any of the 
association, too. The two were wed conjugal rights of a husband. Profits 
‘oat wash. are to be split. 
Publishing — Nine down-and-outers accept. An 
ublshing activities of Joe Bon-/ ad in the local press quickly brings 
omo, the former stage and screen| seven women—a Chinese dancer, an 
performer, expanding to the extent| Argentine widow, and American 
that he’s taken a whole floor in a|night-club singer and a_ wealthy 
Britisher—who want to marry in or- 
der to remain in the country—a 
French woman in order to cheat on 
her taxes—and the expected Popesco. 
They accept the husbands of 
Guitry’s choice and his price, with 
latter cutting himself in for a hand- 
some profit. Marriages take place 
Prog : s ‘ Ss 
| ber of the Philadelphia Ledger staff, AB gd ne ron 
has been appointed chief deputy | his hospice following the wedding, 
| clerk of the Philadelphia Quarter | after having received 25,000 francs 
Sessions court at a salary of $6,000| each, to visit their brides of a few 
a year. | hours. 


Frederick Lewis Allen, associate 
editor of Harper’s Magazine, has 


Russell Owen, the N. Y. Times’ 
expert on things oceanic, will finish 


|which Felix Riesenberg left uncom- 
| pleted upon his death recently. 
William F. Meade, former mem- 








The sequences which follow | 


Fenyes: camera, Istvan Eiben; 
editor, Victor Banky. At Roya! Apollo and 
Antrium, Budapest. Running time, 80 
MINS. 

Robert Petrovich ....cccccess Theodore Uray 
are ere Maria Tasnady 
De 2 a ar re ee: Ferenc Kiss 
Leonora Tacani..........+..-Margit Makay 


Louis Melotti Zoltan Greguss 


| eS ree Kopeczy-Boocz 


First crime thriller made in Hun- 
garian is among the best features 
|made locally so far. Story is well 
| knit, acting generally good, and pho- 
This does 
not mean that ‘Five-Forty’ is a smash 
hit; actually, it’s just an honest pro- 
duction good enough for the more 
discriminating in Hungary. 

A minor mystery is why it was 
thought necessary to locate the story 
in Paris. Apart from this, however, 
there is little objection to the story 
of Marion, who is anxious to get a 
divorce from her adventurer-hus- 
band and marry Judge Tessier, whom 
she loved as a girl. Tessier, mvesti- 
gating a murder case, has reason to 
believe that Marion’s husband, gigolo 
to an antiquated opera singer, had 
strangled the latter. At the last mo- 
ment. the murderer turns out to be 
the doctor who made Marion’s hus- 
band appear as the suspect, but the 
latter is also sufficiently compro- 
| mised to clear out and leave his wife 





|tography above average. 


| 
| 
| 





provide newspapermen of more than 
three years’ experience with a full 
academic year of study in any Har- 
vard department at the same salary 
they are receiving from their papers, 
are expected to result in the usual 


| 
| 
} 


illustrator, died Dec. 14 in Boston. 
He was a former art editor of the 
old New England Magazine, assist- 


ant editor of The Youth’s Compan- | 


ion, and had contributed to Scrib- 
ner’s and Century Magazine. 


| 
| Line, thought one up the other day. 


| Meeting Grover Whalen on the Sat-| and dignity; Andre Lefaur repre- 
urnia, he outfitted ship news photogs | sents 


in cardboard high hats and paper | straits; Saturnin-Fabre the failure | 


| gardenias. 
| 


George Peck, p.a. for the Italian | #*€,2musing. 


| free to marry the judge. 

Ferenc Kiss gives a fine charac- 
| terization of the amorous _ jurist. 
1 Theodore Uray, the husband, is also 
reduced | good. But Maria Tasnady-Fekete 
. . . S. s us ngari ic- 
with illusions of grandeur; Max} — ssiame 06 deve, tal en es 


| The bachelors were selected with 
;care. Victor Boucher shows charm 
the 


bonviveur in 


Dearly, Sinoel and Aimos are amus- | 9.67 acted. Jacobi. 


Overseas Press Club will give a|ing and draw many laughs. All, in| 


nner at the Park Lane hotel, N. Y., 


overwhelming number of entries. 


Jillist ish, 8 ye 
Fellowships were created by Mrs. Williston Fish 1, whose sketch di 
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$1,000 as the prize in addition to the 
usual royalties. Individuals or col- 
labing teams may enter, with June 
15, 1940, the ciosing date. 


Book for Dodd, Mead & Co., and also 
had been with the Literary Digest 
and Conde Nast publications. 

Dr. Leo Wiener, 77, widely known 


U. of North Carolina in January. 
Before going to Canada to report 

on activities there for the N. Y. 

Times, Frederick T. Birchall, who was 








| American, for one, represented as a 
|}normal, decent, moral being. Mar- 


| querite Moreno, 


Chinese Princess} higher 


: : ‘A Last Will,’ published in the old | : . nitser k fact, turn in good, workmanlike jobs. 
y < ] 4u" , a . . Cc Ja . 29, Ine e ] - ; ; a . as 
Agnes Wahl Nieman, w idow of Lu | Harper’s Weekly in 1898, is regarded | n an coin ident wan the pub | Guitry is his standard self, charm 
cius W. Nieman, founder of the)|. te dian 56 in Chicas | lication of ‘The Inside Story,’ chap-| ing and witty with his characteriza- Pace Setters 
Milwaukee Journal. Fa: tins tribis 4 age "ans or ters of which were contribbed by | tion, through his own writing, natur- | 
i -r y, e | : é : . . renevieve Guitry makes her pic 
ote nr . aes ythos gl old Life. John W. Harden, nSws editor of! debut as the American night-club Barbara Jo Allen’s ‘Vera Vague’ 
- c : et for & Dent on » OPE Robert R. Ross, 50, retired editor | the Salisbury (N. C.) Post and | warbler and shows a_ promising | (actually long familiar to the Pae 
only tg those connected with some and writer died Dec. 23 in White | VARIETY mugg, will conduct a news- | voice. French directors are usually |cige Coast) attracted trade atten- 
branch of the book trade, is to be | pjaing . ly in|room clinic at the annual North} rough on American characterizations, | ,; : 
held by the Greystone Press. with |P Jains. N. ¥Y. He was formerly in| : : Reser d it does the heart good to sce an|tion on the Chase & Sanborn frolic. 
© prize in addition to the Charge of the International Year | ran SeUplnes eee & Oe ee a : et | Established stars and combinations 


| went along on their regular or even 
planes of popularity; Bob 


| Chyio, Marguerite Deval, Marguerite | Hope quickened his pace; Fibber Mc- 





Judges are to be Mildred C.|. whe a aoe es | Bierry, poae: Mgeeocs yeodbe « Pauline |Gee and Moliy were gaining steadily; 
Smith, editor of Publishers’ Weekly: writer on history and philology, died - aly Pig ac eg boa a ae peli a gg | Burns and Allen were undimmed by 
Francis Ludlow, editor of the Retail Dec, 13 in Belmont, mene. =e wan lwith Viki barag | agp “th yp Pao Musical sere by’ Borchard rates | me bong od. and ack Benny main- 
Bookseller, and Adolph Kroch, the also translator and editor of the two pete dg ing a DOOK on e ioreign wail ae or iy photography is passable. | tained an incredible pace. Add to 
Chicago bookseller : complete works of Tolstoy in 20 vol- | Situash. , Ravo. | those established successes the 

I ; umes. er Se |steady-going Major Bowes, Kate 
I Pane | 'T. E. Amos, 74, president and gen- |Smith’s sharp spurt, Bing Crosby's 
{ NEW PERIODICALS eral manager of the Cambridge (O.) Bo ‘cott TEVYA a popularity, the staying 
: China Monthly, news and feature Jeffersonian, died Dec. 19 in Cam- | y (YIDDISH-MADE) | | qualities of Lombardo, Whiteman, 
t periodical off that country, which a_ bridge. Continued from page 1 | ,,Maymon release of Henry Ziskin produc- | Spitalny, Warnow, Easy Aces, the 
group headed by Right Rev. Msgr. —— | . ca be a ee tea Le a eon jeureenet Lun bape. The coturn af 
George Barry O'Toole is publishing CHATTER | considered sSSUING Posncs ; answer to Scre nplay — by xX hwartz, from play ee | one or two oldtimers, such as Wayne 
in New York. Msgr. O'Toole, for- Edgar Ansell Mowrer back from anced re. noe gl oad jo ny ion ‘hiss, anion. Laas We King. , . 
mer college professor in Peking, is Europe. | thought derter weil evo ype or liams; Engtish titles, Leon Crystal. At the| But on the whole it was a dis- 
editor-in-chief, Oscar Levant’s book, ‘Southward ae cies eae a pes sae Dec. <1, ‘Ss. couraging year for professionally 

American Theatre Magazine, some- Ho! skedded to appear Jan, 12. rer ner aa , ote 2 ps t 7 it Tevyn.................,.Maurice Schwarts | Pet#0rming talent of stellar magni« 
what along the lines of the former| Roland Barker has joined Carlyle — Biren y; = sg ci ink a CNAVE oe cece cee ee secre e ---Miriam Riselie tude. Rudy Vallee, after October, 
Stage mag, but with a departmental- | House in an editorial capacity. = mba’s Daughions’ aad ‘Kise the| Seen... see Paula Lubeiska | W2S in semi-recirement f i 
ized setup, bows with the February | Irving Stone is at Encino, Cal., h a ies a Reed orig edj- | redia..-.-- ..Leon Liebgolt time in 10 straight years of emp “iat 
issue, out Jan. 25. It will be pub- | readying a biog of the late Clarence , i a oan + igh Bd ages tg Re endif | ~~ -papegeh teeta ie ences sameeee | Some This was more than — 
lished monthly, priced at 25c. Edi- | Darrow. Rae Tringh iet.. magma eared wren ” | Pries .\.Julius Adler | ated event in many observers’ opin- 
tor-in-chief is Albert McCleery, for-| Henry J. Super, of the United Press | #0nable to decent-thinking people. Mibita.... -. David Makarenio | ions; it was symbolic of the prevail- 
merly of Stage. Understood there's | sports staff, has taken Cecilia Mooney Although films have bec n blasted vo gegua spied aay “Morris Strassbere {198 scamper away from eniertain- 
financing for 12 issues. as his bride. vigorously in the past by Catholic | st: Veiss ers, as such, to stunt programs using 

Intimate Detective Stories is the Future books of William McFee | church, this is the first time locally ee ee — cash or prizes as an insurence policy 
title of a new periodical mag which lare to appear under the Random t any rate, that such a blanket in- for circulation and starring the audi- 








(In Yiddish; with English Titles) 


M. L. Annenberg will add to his | House imprint. dictme¢ nt has been mad« against legit ence, as suc h. Air ab nte of the 
string of periodicals on Feb. 1. An-| Oliver La Farge collabing with |in general and one theatre in particu- Among the last of the old-time moment include A] Jolson, Eddie 
other new Annenberg pub, Living | Helen Post on a book about the |lar. ‘The movies are spotless,’ Father Yiddi h legiters to attempt th: talk- Cantor, Phil Baker, Jack Haley, Joe 
Romances, announced just recently, | American Indian Coakley went on, ‘compared to the | ing film, Maurice Schwartz has se- — Brown, Jack Pearl, Joe Cook, 
. S, « , Ss >ce J] . —" - ° te j € > 2ECCEc ° 
debuts Jan 5 ’ | Savington Carmpton has quit the | filth of the Nixon performances.’ jlected one of his greatest successes |4, name only the more conspicuous 
uts Jan. 5, | Savington ap as r Manis Aaa* te atiek & ied. dae 1h the Yiddish stage for the try. ones 
Libros, mag to be printed in Span- | editorial staff of Fortune to return to | years ago, he added, Was ac-' Adapting Sholem Aleichem’s ‘Tevya, oe 


ish, has been prompted by growing 
Latin-American interest in American 
books printed in English. To be pub- 
lished in N. Y., it will circulate be- 
low the border to acquaint Latin 


‘the advertising biz. 


It was Fulton Oursler who sug- 
gested to Rupert Hughes that he do a 
biog of Thomas E. Dewey. 

Emmet Crozier, of the N. Y. Her- 


'customed to hire the Nixon for char- 
ity benefit shows. One of the reasons 
we discontinued this practice was 

|our unwillingness to drag decent 

|people into an atmosphere that the 


the Dairyman,’ has proved a wise 
choice for the No. 1 Yiddish actor- 
manager, affording him a stout role 
;to which he responds with a mag- 
nificent characterization. 


Giveaway Trend 
The much-discussed ‘Pot O’ 
program for Tums sums un 


101d’ 
ihe 


| story of the present love affair be- 


jtween certain sponsors and certain 


: ; : ase ae na . _| ‘Tevya’ is one of the best Yiddish | o i icks. ‘Gold’ i ioy- 
Americans with U. S. books. First ald Tribune staff, married to Mildred ate gig hab lag ge se of the A get Sims made to date—certainly the most ee pe sy hg +e 
issue to appear in January and Jesslund. She does publicity. jyard. I beiieve in free speech and |. jensively produced—and it should |2% 2 Subs+ : a. 


Monthly thereafter. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Joseph A. Brady, 49, assistant city 
editor of the N. Y. World-Telegram, 
died Dec. 21 in his office at the pa- 
Per. He joined the World-Telegram 
aS a staff writer six years ago, and 
ad previously served on the old 


Vera Brittain coming to the U. S. 


next month for the publication of a | 


new book, and to start a lecture 
tour. 

Muriel Elwood has done a biog of 
the late Pauline Frederick, called 
‘Pauline Frederick, On and Off the 
Stage.’ 


Madelein Goss’ biog of Maurice | 


'free assemblage. Anyone who wants 
'to go to the Nixon may do so; but it 
is my duty to warn my people of 
what they are likely to see and hear 
if they go, and it is my privilege of 
free speech when I do so warn them.’ 

Opinion on the charge was divided 
‘locally, but in some quarters it was 
felt that 


ather Coakiley’s blast may | 


|garner its costs, and more, on the 
strength of the Aleichem-Schwartz 
name, particularly with the old-time 


'adherents of the Yiddish theatre who. 


recall the play as produced in New 
York years ago. 

Schwartz has graced this folk tale 
of the Ukraine with a shrewd com- 
edy flair that his stage roles of re- 
,cent years have not called for. In 


and while it does it will exercise an 
undoubted influence over the minds 
of many, if not all, admen. Time 
alone can prove whether predictions 
of an eventful blow-up of the money 
come-on stuff will follow and swell. 
Nobody can now foresee the saturae 


|tion point on audience participation, 


ithe results of which 


in some in- 


have been brilliant. 


World and Evening World, | Ravel, the composer, to appear Jan. | well mark the beginning of another | fact, on stage or screen—and he has | stances re ' ir 
N. Y. Herald ‘Tribune “Syracuse | 22 Volume will bear the title of. Legion of Decency. this one aimed at | played in the silents—the actor-man-| The year’s clickeroos in novelties 


az Y.) Journal and the Yonkers 
N: ¥.) Herald, on which he began 





‘Bolero.’ 
Martha Gellhorn will get back to 


the legit theatre. Others thought the 
blanket cal! upon his parish to ‘stay 


ager has seldom had a part so con-. 


siderably inclusive of diverse moods 
—the 


number Kay Kyser and ‘Informas 
tion, Please.” Two other new entries 


! Ap Sosa wittily philosuphical, though | o¢ enc oF cer TQ’ | h : 

iS ney : J the away from the Nixon’ was extremely 7, t , 6" of this character, ‘1.Q.’ in the mid- 
= newspaper career 30 years ago.|the U. S. early next month on he av * t eee eeecee et he a wiee. unschooled, dairyman one moment: vena? nid “Mine Sie OF antes Manan 

€ also wrote fiction and had com-|Clipper for the publication of her unfair, inasmuch as that house Plays uxt the tragic father who must | VES 2924 StoP ? : 
plete » and Ni ; : Poe ttractions to which the! 4.0.3 1. Tew ‘gh ae j This’ (Milton Berle-Harry Hersh- 
ected a novel shortly before he} new novel. countless attractions to which the stand by helplessly wh.le his young- | *!8 MurtOn : : 
ued. | Helen Kirkpatrick, British news-| Catholic church hasn't the slightest est daughter marries a Gentile. fie d-Jay C. Flipper in New York, 

Alvah Eastman, 81, dean of Min- | paperwoman and author of ‘Under | objectio: Old World racial prejudices of an-! are doing well. 
’ ’ + € : 
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Broadway | 


Jake Wilk to Miami for holidays 

Lewis E. Gensler lost mother re- 
cently. . 

May 11 is official reopening date ol 
the World's Fair. 

Brother of Charles 
Stewart died recently. 

Ann Clark, legit actress, ill in 
Woman's Hospital, N. Y. 

Sid Harris back with George Ab- 
bott’s ‘The Unconquered.’ 

Raymond and Selma Spector to 
Hollywood, Fla., on vacation. 

Dick Moon and Blutch Stone In 
Adelphia (‘See My Lawyer’) b.o.. | 

Victor Jory sails soon for England 
to play in two British International | 
films. 

Dr. Harry Martin here while his | 
wife, Louella Parsons, played Loew's 
State. | 

Herman Fuchs and Bob Howard in | 
Broadway (‘Folies Bergere’) box 
office. 

J. J. Murdock left for the Coast 
Friday (22) to spend the holidays 
there. on 

Claude Lee, Par theatres public | 
relations counsel, in town for the 
holidays. 

Herb Berg back at his desk at) 
Paramount after being bedded by in- | 
testinal flu. 


and Walier 


| 


| Williamson-Tait pli 


‘okayed plans to supply free pix to 
'trainees in 


| Yuletide attraction at the State, Syd- 
| ney. 


jin Melbourne by 


' 
Bandera.’ with Annabella, in for an 
extended run. io 
With ‘The Arcadians’ going into re- 
vival in Melbourne it looks as though 
ns to look into its 


storehouse for legit. 


| 

George Fermb is the best b.o 
comedian for New Zealand audi- 
ences. ‘Trouble Brewing’ (BEF) hit 
four weeks in Auckland to. sock 
trade. 

Stanlev McKay successful with 
yaude-revue at pop prices mn Mel- 
bourne. Roy Rene, Sadie Gale, | 
George Hurd and Stan Foley fea-| 
tured 


Motion Pictures Distrib Assn has 


military 
throughout 


camps once 
weekly the Common- 
wealth. ; 

Greater Union Theatre 
Deanna Durbin’s ‘First Love 


spotting 
(U) as 


‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) follows. 
Latter is first pic under new Colum- 
bia contract with Greater Union. 

Eric Solomon, politician-publisher 
of a Sydney film publication, is doing 
military duty. Joe Joel, Columbia's 
publicity director, has joined the 
Australian navy for the duration of 
the war. Jimmy Lear takes over the 
Columbia job. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ being 
presented by Dave Martin at_his| 
Minerva. Svdney; includes Ian Keith | 
and Marie Burke. This one was the | 
vear's biggest legit flon when plaved 
Williamson-Tait, | 





|} was due to tour ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 
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London 


Wathon in Egypt for the 








Newport, R. I, where he left the 
family for a few weeks. 

Cc. Cc. Kellenberg another Film 
Rower to hit the diet wagon. He's 


Stanley shelved 15 pounds in two months. 
' holidays | Charlie Gaynor gets in from New 
‘All Clear.’ Charles Cochran's new ; York next week to place his original 


revue, opened at Opera House, Man- 
chester, to over $20,000 advance sales. 
In for three and half weeks, it’s now 


lin Glasgow for four weeks over 
Christmas season, With advance sale 
; already exceedin# 1000, 


Robert Morley changed his mind 
about going to America, where he 
Stay- 
ing in England to star in Gabriel 
Paseal-Bernard Shaw’s filming of 
‘Major Barbara,’ which starts shoot- 
ing at Denham film studios Jan. 15. 

Associated British has completed 
filming ‘The Middle Watch,’ a com- 
edy successfully produced here nine 
vears ago, and shorily thereafter 
done on the screen. Stars are Jack 
Buchanan, Fred Emney, Jean Gillie, 
Kay Walsh, Romney Brent and Greta 
Gynt. 





Paris 
By Joe Ravotto 
George VI 
with ‘J’ai 17 
Old’). 
In new 


theatre unshuttered 
Ans’ Cl Am 17 Years 


ruling, Paris court sen- 


Friars Club getting a sudden in-| with Pauline Lord imported for the! tenced playwright Henri Jeanson to 


fusion of new blood with many new | 
membership annlicants, ; { 
New Yorker mag preparing &A 
‘profile’ on Frank Capra for publi- | 
cation in five or six weeks. | 
The Charles Sterns (Eastern sales | 
manager for UA) celebrate 25th an- | 
niversary today (Wednesday). | 
Elaine Shepard, model, inked to a 
term pact by RKO last week, planed | 
out immediately for the Coast. 
Bob Reinhart staged, booked and | 
did a magic act in a Christmas| 
kiddie circus at the harmony club. | 


major role. 


} 





Critics’ Beating | 


Continued from page 41 








act, frankly saying so in their) 
notices. 


‘Steel,’ by Harold Igo, was tried 
out at Pasadena two years ago. 
It is the first of a triology, the other | 





four months in prison and 100-franc 
fine for article published last Feb. 9 
censuring French colonial methods. 





Originally condemned to 18 months | 


prison and 5,000-france fine. 

French cabaret singer Lys Gauty 
indignantly denying Nazi radio an- 
nouncement she would speak from 
Stuttgart station praising Nazi regime 
and that she would conclude with 
some of her songs. Says she has two 
brothers at the front in the French 


larmy. 


Five new French picts that are be- 


Suzanne Reade, daughter of Walter) parts being ‘Low Hangs the Moon’ | jng released are ‘Cavalcade d'amour’ 


Reade, theatre circuit operator, en- | 
aged to Edwin Gage, not of show | 
1Z, | 
Sidney Singerman, Universal ex- | 

ecutive for many years, has joined | 

Maymon Pictures as business man- | 
er. | 
SHarold Clurman has gone to the 

Coast to confer with Jane Bryan 

about the lead in the new Clifford 

Odets piay, ‘Night Music.’ 

Ann Rutherford plans to do a} 
couple of months of strawhats next 
summer if she can arrange her va-| 
cation at Metro to allow it. | 

Plenty of calls coming into Par be- 
cause Frank Freeman sent his Xmas 
cards from N. Y., whereas he’s still, 
on the Coast; ditto Jimmy Durante. | 

Arthur Mayer on Friday (22) un-| 
veiled those horror murals in the| 
lobby of his Rialto, with Sir Cedric | 
Hardwicke engaging in the cere-| 
monies. | 

Charles Laughton leaves for the | 
Coast shortly after the new year.) 
With Elsa Lancaster (Mrs. Laugh- 


and ‘Add to Your Great Expecta-} 
tions.’ Players are said to be from | 
Antioch College. Whether the other | 
parts will be presented is uncertain, 
but it’s a cinch the critics will be 
absent. Same bunch had a show, 
down in the Greenwich Village spot| 
called ‘Cure for Matrimony,’ which} 
was left on base, too. 


last week. 
to have been a dull affair, only two, 
John Anderson and John Mason 
Brown, claiming to have had any 


fun. Had they been aware of the 
‘premieres’ to come, there might 


have been a protest issued. 
Amateurs More Active 


Amateur and semi-pro dramatic 
groups, always more or less active 
in N. Y., have been getting more than 


(Love Cavalcade’), ‘Le Danube 
Bleu’ (‘The Blue Danube’), ‘L’Homme 
du Niger’ (The Man from the 
Niger’), ‘Le Grand Elan’ (‘The Big 
Start’) and ‘Le Chemin de 1l'Hon- 
neur’ (‘The Road of Honor’). 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Critics Circle had a dinner early | 
Function was reported | 


| enantio 


| Brooklyn Club, 

nitery, shuttered. 
Frank Swann, Jr., a native, con- 
| tracted by 20th-Fox. 


East Side casino- 


} 


Ruth Nichols, local songstress, dis- | here readying operations at this end. 
charged from DePaul hospital after | He parleyed with Harry Maizlish, | 


battling pneumonia. 





| 


| 
| 
| 











revue in rehearsal at the Playhouse. 

Jean Moorhead plugs her show, 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ in her Xmas 
cards. They say: ‘Here’s hoping you 
‘Du Barry’ well during the New 


Year.’ 
Miami Beach 


——— 


Greatest Kmas holiday spending 
spree this area has ever known. Even 
the merchants admit it—which is 
something for the merchants here. 


Postoffice rush, garbage collections 
and water output indicate season is 
off to a bigger getaway than ever 
before. Most night clubs, eateries, 
racetracks and other spots continu- 
ally crowded. 

Franchot Tone, Ted Husing and 
Harry Richman among the notables 
here. Richman gave the U. of Miami 
a big telescope for an Xmas present. 

‘Mother’ Kelly’s beach bistro is one 
of the fave spots for the nitery mob. 

Chester Hale’s French Cancan 
troupe opened at the Royal Palm 
Club, Miami, where his larger troupe 
of girls has been held over. 

A new troupe of Chester Hale girls 
open Jan. 18 at Ben Marden’s Gran 
Casino Nacional, Havana, 


New Web Due 


Continued from page 23 

















in the money talks are Kuhn, Loeb 
& Co. and Merrill, Lynch & Co. 


Phone Lines 


Workmen from the American Tel- 
ephone & Telegraph Co. were yes- 
terday (Tuesday) engaged in mak- 
ing the preliminary installations at 
WMCA, N. Y., in Transcontinental’s 
behalf. Intimations from the tele- 
phone company were that although 
the final hookup order had not been 
passed through it was taking pre- 
cautions not to be caught unawares 
if the network was all set to start 
operating Jan. 1. 





Holmes in Hollywood 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Transcontinental traffic manager, 
Roy Holmes, passed a couple of days 


KFWB; Howard Lane, of the Mc- 


" } ° 
Advance for the Ballet Russe, to|Clatchy chain, and Lawrence Mc- 


be presented at Municipal Auditori- 
}um Jan, 5-7, heaviest on record here. 

Troupers, Washington U vaude ag- 
| gregation, presented ‘The Hot Mika- 


| usual attention this season. Besides’ do’s Holiday.’ a combo of ‘The Hot 


ton) he’s spending the holidays in | the quality of such non-commercial | Mikado’ and ‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ 


New York. | 
Jack MclInerney’s 7-year-old son 
made his professional debut in a 


Christmas play at Iona’s school, New} sought and in some cases received | micipal 
Rochelle, and reported to have been | first-string critical 


plenty temperamental. 
Dorothy Parker, Quentin 

nolds, Art Young and Peggy Bacon 

are some of the authors sponsoring 


Cynthia White’s Greenwich Village | 


Ball on New Year's Eve. 
Fred Kohler, Jr., RKO featured 


role, may go into ‘Steel,’ at Province- 
town Playhouse, replacing Don de 
Fore, who goes into ‘The Male Ani- 
mal.’ 

Arthur M. Loew, Metro’s foreign 
chief, returned from a combined 
business and pleasure visit to the 
West Indies last week in time to at- 
tend the premiere of ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ 

Two war fronts currently are be- 
ing covered by March of Time cam- 
eramen, one being the distant Arctic 
front of Finland recently so much in 
the headlines and the other the more 
peaceful area of Canada. 


David Gould, Metro’s manager in| 
Puerto Rico, started back there over 


the weekend. He had been recup- 
erating in New York after several 
abdominal operations, though he 
originally came here for home-office 
huddles. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Department stores spotting short | 


pantos with juves. 

i's understood Hoyts will look for 
some more nabe houses early in the 
new year. 

‘It Happened One Night’ (Col) is 
being revived again in Melbourne by 
Williamson-Tait. 

‘Mikado’ (U), while not successfui 
in nabes and stix, has pulled top biz 
in the city spots. 

Musicians union has decided not to 
allow inembers to play at charity 
concerts without pay. 

Pressure is still being applied for 
government financial aid to New 
South Wales pic producers. 

Greater Union Theatres opened 
new house in Adelaide with ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (G-B) as the opener. 

Leon Snider, Snider-Dean, 
gotten h'mself a financial interest in 
a resort hotel. It’s just a sideline 

Continental pix are catching on in 
Melbourne for Savoy Theatres. 


| 


Rey- | 


has | 


presentations as ‘Once Upon a Time,’ | 


‘Steel,’ ‘Alternate Current,’ other 
amateur or semi-pro ventures which 


aitention were | 
‘Court Street,’ presented by a lawyer 
group at the Heckscher theatre; 


‘Cure for Matrimony,’ at the Prov- 
incetown, and a couple of assorted 
efforts at the Bayes. There were a 


d| number of amateur flops last season, | 
player, in New York seeking a legit | 


too. 


| Within the next couple of weeks 
several more off-Broadway presen- 
tations are slated to preem and, from 
advance indications, may be covered 
by some of the first-stringers. They 
include ‘Youth in a Democracy,’ pre- 
sented by the English-speaking di- 
vision of the Workmen's Circle, at 
| Stuyvesant high school; ‘Two for To- 
| night,’ to be given by the Promen- 
| aders, at the Cherry Lane theatre, 
| and ‘Boom-Boom Clopper,’ by the 
| East Side Dramatic Group at the 
Neighborhood playhouse. 


Spots which have come to be as- 





Bayes, Hechscher, Daly’s, Labor 
Stage, Provincetown, Cherry Lane, 
Neighborhood playhouse and the 
Union Methodist church. One of the 
angles of the recent prominence of 
the semi-pro presentations has been 
their success in having their ads in- 
cluded among the Broadway shows 
in the dailies. As an instance, ads 
for ‘Alternate Current’ and the forth- 
coming ‘Two for Tonight’ were listed 
among the regular Broadway shows 
in the theatrical section of last Sun- 
day’s (24) Times. There was noth- 
ing in either ad to indicate the of- 
fering was non-professional. 

During recent seasons only one 
{amateur show has proved to have 
|commercial merit. That was ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ presented by members 
of the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ union at the Labor Stage 
(it’s now at the Windsor) and cur- 
rently in its 108th week. After the 
revue’s click the cast joined Equity 








professional standards. 
| the show have been 
bish the Labor Stage and to acquire 
the Windsor. It is the longest-run- 


‘La | ning revue in Broadway history. 
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sociated with amateur efforts are the| 


and have otherwise conformed to! 
Profits from | 
used to refur- | 


Acts from niteries and hotels par- 


| ticipated in ‘Our Town Follies,’ pre- 


|sented by city administration in Mu- 
Auditorium to raise money 
for clothing going to underprivileged 
kiddies. 

|__Board of directors of Fox-St. Louis 
| Theatre Co. voted 50c dividend on 
{preferred stock. 
|29 to stockholders of record Dec. 19. 
|A similar dividend was paid in De- 
|cember, 1938. 

Employes of Loew's State earning 
less than $40 per week received two 
weeks’ salary as Xmas present if 
they worked in the house for more 
than a year. Those there more than 
six months received a week's extra 
pay. 

Barney Rosenthal, co-manager of 
Republic Pictures here, has inked 
pact with Bill Feldstein, booker for 
the Frisina Circuit, which operates a 
large number of houses in Iowa, IIli- 


nois and Missouri, for 1939-40 
product. 








Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Dance team of Sydney and Ames 
home for couple of weeks. 

Harold Lund home from a Miami 
vacation with his boss, Harry Ross, 

Hope Day has gone to Palm Beach 
with her family to spend the winter. 

Ira Cohn, 20th exchange manager, 
and the missus off for Florida shortly. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., has hit the road 
again in ‘Wake Up and Cheer’ unit. 

Mrs. Archie Tarshis, wife of Jimmy 
Peyton's saxman, has just cradled a 
son. 

Betty Benson back from New York 
for flock of nitery dates in this dis- 
trict. 

Bill Lewis, drama editor of Sun- 
Telegraph, on his annual mid-winter 
vacation. 

Viola Mitchell. local violinist, to 
guest-star with Pittsburgh Symphony 
n_ February. 

Film Row hospitalees include Milt 
Broudy, Jack Kohler, Carl Miller and 
Hilda Alvin. 

Swede Nielsen plenty worried 
these days, what with most of his 
family in Finland. 

Mary West has quit line at Casino 
to captain chorus of ‘Red Lamp’ 
show on Hirst wheel. 

RKO district sales manager Nat 
| Levy in town for a few days on biz 

with Herb Greenbiatt. 
John Walsh back from a visit to 





| 


| 


It is payable BC. | : 
is payable Dec | continental 


and Wisconsin terminus for the net- | 


Dowell, KFOX, Long Beach. 

KFWB’s first contribution to the 
Elliott Roosevelt web will be the 
Rose Bowl game in Pasadena. Hour 
salute show will follow, in which 
stars from the Warners picture stu- 
dio will participate. 





Milwaukee Joins Hook-Up 
Milwaukee, Dec. 26. 
WEMP, until now strictly local, 
will become part of the new Trans- 
Broadcasting System, 


work. WHBL, Sheboygan; WHBY, 
Appleton, and KFIZ, Fond du Lac, 
will run lines to WEMP to pick up 
the chain programs for the central 
and northern parts of the state. 

WEMP’s transition from local to 
chain commitments is, of course, 
necessitating various commercial ad- 
justments, but it is hoped any losses 
in local revenue sustained by reason 
of the change will be more than off- 
set by the gains resulting from net- 
work affiliation. 

C. J. (Chuck) Lanphier, manager 
of WEMP, has been advised that El- 
liott Roosevelt, 
and James Baldwin, public relations 
manager, will be here shortly after 
the first of the year. 





B. O. Idea 


Continued from page 3 














be comparatively minor to a nickel 
or dime rise, 

Catch in the entire scheme, of 
course, is that it would have to be 
applied on a wide scale to be effec- 
tive and really meaningful in total 
grosses. It’s the old theory of a small 
— multiplied by a large num- 

er. 

Admish changes in houses of some 
of the larger circuits, incidentally, 
are no longer being made on a cir- 
cuit-wide basis. Instead of a general 
decree that every house up its tap 
Sc or lower it a dime, each opera- 
tion is now studied in itself. If the 
downstairs is filling and balcony 
isn’t, balcony prices are dropped; or 
if walcony is filled and back of the 





| 


| 


main floor empty, latter seats are | 


reduced in price or balcony increased. 
There’s a continual shifting of ad- 
missions in various parts of the 
house to keep it as evenly occupied 
as possible, 


president of TBS, | 


—<—$—$<—=3 


Hollywood 


Zorina laid up with flu. 

Clark Gable to hospital wit} 
gitis. 

Claire Trevor bedded with bron. 
chitis. 

Norma Shearer on vacation at Sun 
Valley. 

Ruth Hussey to Providence, R. J] 
for rest. ie ¢ 

George Bagnall 
Canada. 

The Henry Fondas back from Mex. 
ico City. 

Allan Jones back in town, windin 
up to hop off on another tour after 
New Year's. 

Willard Patterson seriously jl at 
Palm Springs. 

Ray Sebastian recovering from 
major surgery. 

Rouben Mamoulian back from 
Manhattan holiday, 

James Grainger in from Manhat- 
tan for studio huddles. 

John Shelton Price changed his 
nome to John Shelton. 

Edward Alperson back from Mil. 
waukee for the holidays. 

The Leo Morrisons at Sun Valley 
Idaho, for indefinite stay. ' 

Darryl Zanuck spending holiday 
week at Sun Valley, Idaho, 

Clara Bow to Mayo clinic at Roch. 
ester, Minn., for observation. 

Chartes J. Hunt leaving for two. 
week vacation on Broadway. 

David Lewis new general sales 
manager for Metro in Brazil. 

Fred Astaire resting his insteps for 
three weeks at Palm Springs. 

Andy Devine opens at Indianapolis 
Jan. 12 on an eight-week tour. 

John Flinn, Jr.. and Jaik Rosen- 
stein joined Warners’ publicity staff, 

Mal St. Clair wound up his direc. 
tor contract at 20th-Fox and checked 
out. 

Myrna Lov and husband, Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., to Mexico City on 
vacash. 

° W.S. Van Dyke named chairman 
of Southern California Jefferson Day 
dinner Jan. 8. 

Maurice Hanline checked in at Re- 
public as assistant story editor to re- 
place Henri Verstappen. 

Clay Adams took charge of the 
story idea department for the Sol 
Wurtzel division at 20th-Fox. 

Frank and Mrs. Morgan slightly in- 
jured in auto accident in New Mexi- 
co. Chauffeur died of injuries. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope defeat- 
ed Jimmie Fidler and Ed Sullivan in 
charity golf match at Lakeside. 

William Pine planed to Ottawa 
Canada, for official approval of 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ script. 

Guinn Williams taking over tem- 
porary management of his father’s 
Texas ranch during latter’s {!ness. 

Jeanette MacDonald has okayed 
Los Angeles date to wind up her 


! 
| spring concert tour, starting Feb, 1. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


1 laryns 


vacationing in 








Sylvan Leff, Universal 
off to Montreal to wed. 

Helen Morgan into the Minnesota 
theatre New Year's week. 

John Cliplef, Montevideo, Minn., 
manager and the family here for the 
holidays. 

Wife of A. F. Stern, RKO office 


salesman, 


manager, escaped injury when her 
| auto cracked up. 
Joe Prill, Paramount assistant 


booker, to wed Corinne Jaren, for- 
mer Paramount employee. 

Welworth circuit office was host to 
Eddie Ruben, the boss, and the 
missus at a Christmas dinner. 

Ben Blotcky, Paramount branch 
manager, wife and daughter in Flori- 
da and Cuba for the holidays. 

Fellow employees presented C. K. 
Olson, Warner branch manager, with 
wrist watch as Christmas gift. 

Gordon Greene, Minnesota thea- 
tre’s managing director, spending 
Christmas in Omaha with John Boles. 

Randy Merriman, Minnesota house 
| manager, pinch-hit for Glyde Snyder 

aS m.c. when the latter’s father died 
last week. 

When Harry Hirsch’s Gayety re- 
opens this week (29) it will house 
stock burlesque instead of roadshows, 
which held forth first half of season. 


Detroit 


Romany Trio on way to Florida 
nitery. 

Eddie Peabody out after three 
weeks of nice biz at Club Royale. 

Mimic Dean Murphy back in Club 
Royale, where he clicked earlier. 

Xavier Cugat says ‘so long’ to the 
Statler on Jan. 8 when Clyde Lucas 
comes in. 

Joe Busch, Peter Kent's former 
trumpeter, joined Jack Myers at 
Hotel Book-Cadillac. 

Al Cox and Tony Patti, guitar and 











accordion, to open in Cleveland's 
Hollander Hotel Jan. 1. 
Giovanni, pickpocket turn, left 


Powatan Club after long stand to 
+ ae Jan. 1 at the Waldorf-Astoria, 


Joe Sudy, after six weeks in Hotel 
Book-Cadillac, left for four 10 
Adolphus Hotel, Dallas, and then 
"Bene Bath Club. 





Sonja Henie is following her 
screen self into town. ‘Everything 
Happens at Nicht’ current on Fox 
screen. She comes to Olympia Jan. 


2 with her ice troupe. 
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| | the particular situation the play- 
HA i i HE ’ j HINK has created for them. The 
j | result is thin and empty plays. T 4 “. 
. Particularly is this true in the Q B | : U A R I kK “ 
f ymedy j . 
| Actors Meet 50 Years Later cast on one side along with the) moo pee ‘their “aa eee 
Los Angeles. -— ' 7 | playgoer feels the heavy weight of | ; : 
; Editor, VARIETY: ; x. ‘sain ~~ so a —- boredom at the would-be smart lines | ALBERT W. CROSS cee _ cater nes eae soe 
Driving west on the Lincoln , ure consideration e ollow- | and comic dialog. Playwrights need Albert W. Cross, vet legit ad- | W@s on the road - ith such shows 
| Highway, nearing & wwe coned| 4 remake of Alfred Hitchcock’s | to create real character together with | vance man, producer and film ex- 2° —— ns Bros.- nals sad Ba ley, 
Lodge Pole, I saw a large sign over ‘Rich an Str en x cand mencoc® Sa situation that will allow one to| change operator, died in Long 5? arks, Al G. Barnes _and Sells 
@ gate which stated ‘Oberfelder | nan hos . = pimec some years | have some natural sympathy about Branch, N. J.. Monday (25) follow- rerepang os all es Cee 
aoe I don’t know why I stopped, ® o 4 3 — i ie la ing an operation for a tumor on Dec. Four children are said to survive, 
put memory of over 70 years ~~ |e, rs ‘ean my ct , asco Sidney Noren. | 42. He was 70 years old the day but their whereabouts are unknown 
came back to me when I saw that gia segeng ty gp ; ol - | fotlewine the emeration. Aa 
| nemee, for in 1888, @ Bay Shout 00) 1, ison Are Enemics encore Dave Bacal’s Billing Cross for years worked for the | MARY JANE STARR 
years of axe, and myself danced in) **”” ete rs a a something | a | Shuberts and other producers, then Mary Jone Starr. 38 in private 
a play th it my uncle was one of the | bi b dished si ao te See Editor, VanieTy: “’ |turned to producing shows himself, | life the wife of Gene Page ‘" ader 
managers, Mr. Palmer, of Jarrett "4 e se ““g aa” M:; Wl In your review of the Dari-Rich| including ‘We Are King’ and ‘Colo- of ‘Circle GP Cowboys with whom 
and Palmer. The name of the play heels’ te Stree all wis | program from Albany you had my |rado Waif. Latter starred his wife.| ne cang as featured femining vo- 
was ‘The Black Crook. I did not "eek ae * vt eo “7 - Ains- | name spelled incorrectly; it should | Belle Gold, who survives him. calist. died of pneumonia last week 
think that he would be still alive, as) t} aah ld 3 7s ni i saiiie “ be Dave Baca! instead of McCall, From 1915 to 191y, Cross operated | j, Memphis 
) J was sure he would be at least 84 hogy WHEE MERE CETnFRTINg Sim although they may sound alike over | the Hudson Feature Film Co., Pitts- | Had slats toured with George 
years old, as his birthday was just a "Wai ee ee the radio. Thank you for the nice es cannon ee aye Adams’ Rodeo Troupe, more recenily 
| = as a Or tice of Lodge Sumworth’s ‘Old St. Paul's’ under | notice of the program. — and Unmago. € Wa> on WMC and WMPS, Memphis. 


Pole and at a drug shop asked if Mr. another screen title and Capt. Mam- 
Oberfelder lived on the ranch. They pit s The ! hantom Ship.’ would give 
agit? ~ned me that he was living at 'yrone Power two excellent parts. 
ony gti 8 miles west of this town | /£ Mr. Disney would produce ‘Peter 
Sydney, | soe ” H wre we The jy Pan’ and ‘Alice in Wonderland’ the 
on the Lincoin ns cthagnhe = world would be in his lap. [Disney 





Pres : , Plans to do Peter Pan.—Ed.] 
formed me that he was past 80 and a iia: eel ae aaa Danie, Sbiiiiii 
sry active man—drives his own car te ae cae y Daan ae 
ie active : isiunen a lot of tarme what we in England would like from 
» and owns and ma ages & ‘ them This is not only mv personal 
anches. Then I was not sure oe as : 71 , 
end ranches. os opinion but of many 
é . a y old friend and I ‘Shi 
that it was mM) Bobby Oberfelder And now for the New York stage. 
dancing partner, Bob y  ongg one If any producer has spunk enough to 
who danced with ae ae B Bi present any of the following he 
3. mare ave {i § rar- » 
only 10 years of — - should be well rewarded and I offer 
den in New Yor : id when we at- them for what they are worth. I 
The first thing I dic : yoo ow sa have no way of knowing if any or 
. : a. > m°< » see > 
rived in ayeney we “oe stone all of them are available for Ameri- 
out. There was a pid oon can presentation: 
building with the i eae | ‘Traitors Gate,’ by Morna Stuart: 
felder Block. At his of — When | Bridge Head,’ by Rutherford Mayne; 
him working ona agatha ye . t | |‘Virgin Queen's Daughter, by Will 
1 walked in I saw a — = nok | |W. Whalen: ‘The Rumour,’ by C. K. 
think was a day over 60 and as ed Munro: ‘Public Saviour No. 1’ 
him if Bobby Oberfelder beeos oon (author not known to me); ‘The Vir- 
came over and said, “My name was. gin Goddess,” by Rudolph Besier 
y ayfe or ‘ " ars ago, | > : : 
Bobby Oberfelder many years ago, \(Author of ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
and 1 said that many years ago Ti st) 
danced with a boy in ‘The Black | Finally if any manager is desir- 
Crook’ at Niblo’s Garden in New ous of giving his patrons a real treat 
York. Before I could say one word : Stern : 3 ; 
more he jumped in my arms - inal week Mane ta Ghia tn Weer Waate 
‘ ‘Ge “ce d« oy ? i 1e se « i 4 \ Ls 
said, George Palmer,’ and then | may I sumsest: ‘Goodness. How Sad’ 
don’t think either of us said a word by “Robert Morley; ‘The Astonished 
for five minutes. Sitti? te Bente te vidi 
A es . é Cnie i *NZIeS, 
I invited him to visit my ranch in| ~ “pepe, ay a s Enclist 
California next winter and the — pe Re yr 7 hg Br wee 
ee ager se ‘ king ar 
strange part of it is that he visits ne pete ul “~ 2 rack ee : 
. ’ > I I *\ mK Ss } 
California every year for the past Steas em errs gpa o - ‘ 1; ced 
50 years and has passed my ranch | PFoacway what a real Engisn play 


asked how old he was and they in- 


if was me its mind about our theatre, although 


He took me to his apartment in 
the same building, which is a real 
art gallery. I could only remain part 





) and he is the owner of many thou- | Self with a return passage to Eng- 
sand acres of rich farm land land in case I underestimate you 
His office is hung with photos of drama 
‘big shots’ from presidents of rail- John Edmund (Jack) Jarratt, 
roads to U. S. senators and Gov- | Beach Theatre Productions. 
seni | 
ernors. ices 
| 


Eaton Not Probated 
Boston. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


which appeared in Varirty Dec. 6 
actor has been called to our attention by 


Walter Prichard Eaton, author of 


of a day but that part gave me more Your article, ‘World System Will 
pleasure than any day on my trip. Again Deadhead Christmas Disc.’ 
The last time I danced with him 


was at a bene fit for some poor 
who got hurt, which was held at 
| Kelly & Leon’s theatre on 


near Astor Place Broadway | ‘The Man Who Found Chi arersesanee He 

| George W. Palmer. Jr re ents the fact that he is referred %e 

i : ter, . as an ‘estate’... and we quite agree 

: sei with him... as he is very much | 
One Englishman’s Views alive. 

Shoreham, Sussex, England. Mr. Eaton is head ef the Drama 


Department at Yale University, New 
Haven He is also well-known as a 
lecturer and dramatic critic. 

Alfred A. Wilde. 


Not Blondined 


‘ Editor, Variety 

As a regular reader of your paper 
(what showman name isn’t) for some 
years, I recently, whilst disposing of 
copies of the last five years, glanced 


through them and a predominant New York 
note appeared to me as follows Editor. VARIETY 
Hollywoc i's shor tage of male In vour reviewing La Ruban Bleu 





‘ , 
names. the other dav I was grieved—of 
Hollywood's shortage of stories. 


" 


course—over the fact that your critic 

Broadway's } lack of stage hits so definitely felt that I do not fit with 

The latte r, in spite of tremendous a smart public but my place would 
tums being poured into productions. | til] be on 52nd St 

Now I am well aware that the aver- I have kept out of New York foi 

age American looks upon an English- g number of vears trying to over- 

man, either play or film producer, come this opinion, hoping that in the 


somewhat, slightingly. I, therefore, dignity and appearance I now pos- 


hesitate to offer any comments on, sess ] would have been eligible fo 
how the American scene appears to) something else along with, let us say 
me. However, knowing your policy |52nd St., but apparently I have 


is to kee ‘p an open mind, here goes. missed my point and so must accept 
Firstly, Hollywood’s problem of) your eriticism as constructive. 

Male ‘ names.’ There are at present ~ But in one thing you were very 

%iX men in Hollywood who, properly | wrong—my hair has not been blon- 

fast and exploited, would prove aj dined as you stated; my hair is grey, 

Veritable gold mine to the companies | silver grey, and I am hoping you 
® whom they were under contract. I| will, in all fairness to me and to 





by presenting two excellent plays | 


j s. The avbe U.S.4 *hange | 
nearly every year but never thought | '*- Then maybe | A. will change | 


The world has been good to him!" self-defense I shall provide my- | 


Dave Bacal, |severely burned and permanently | 
WBBM-CBS. deafened by the explosion in 1919 Sn 
which killed 12 people and wrecked | JOSEPH MILLET 
the Sauer Building, Pittsburgh, in | Joseph Millet, who with his wife, 
‘ * y e which his exchange was locted Avis, formed the dance team of Per- 
Bad Scheduling | He had recently been publishing | mika and Millet. stricken at the 
The Broadcaster, a weekly paper in) close of an engagement in Youngs- 
| Leonardo, N. J., where he had made | town, O., died Dec. 15 in Cleveland 
abouts. Result, under theory, is that his home from bronchial pneumonia. Widow, 
the customer doesn’t go at all, and | —— mother and several brothers 
the exhibitor who thinks he is smart MRS. PHOEBE DIAMOND j ters survive, 
in trying to get business on the good Mrs 
hours with the poor film, relying on | 
the No. 1 teature to get ‘em at dinner 
time or very late, is ending up by not 
j}getting half the fans that would 
otherwise come. 





Continued from page 5 


and sis- 


Phoebe Diamond, 46, who was cane 
forced by ill health to leave the com- FRANK MESSINGER 
edy knockabout act known as the Frank Messinger, 48, unit mana- 
Four Diamonds about 16 years ago, | ger at Metro, died Dec. 19 in He}]v- 
,; committed suicide by inhaling gas! wood from a= self-inflicted bullet 
| at her home in Malverne, L. 1. Dee.| wound. He had been despondent 
Stage Show Angle | 21. A gas company employe, calling | over ill health. His last picture Bs- 
In New York there are a lot of |}at the residence to read the! signment was ‘Northwest P assage 
complaints not only where theatres | meter, smelled gas and summoned! Surviving are his widow and 
play stage shows, but also in the | Police who forced the door and dis- daughter. 
neighborhoods, which are almost uni- | covered the body on the kitchen fioor | peat 
versally dual. Houses like the Music = all jets on the stove turned on. JOSEPH SINGER 
ari p Since her retirement, the turn has : 7 
Hall, Roxy, Paramount, Strand and in ' | Joseph Singer, United Artists 
State usually do not go on with the | been composed of her  husband,! . le i hi 
ull; ; ; : ; nig Salesman in Philadelphia for more 
last showing of their pictures until | Hughie, and his brothers, Harold and ha 
ing Siceiee” Gama a teak Maes | ee four years, and a vet film man, 
around 10:30, sometimes later. The omas. Separated from her hus- | qioq suddenly of a heart attack Dec 
theught there is to get customers for | band some time ago, Mrs. Diamond | “i ’ re Ais ’ 
{ : g : at _|18 on his way to the office. 
the stage bills at the better hours, but | is said to have made two previous | 
believed in various trade circles that | attempts at suicide oe 
| a™ SI 
plenty of people want to dodge pre- | — HAROLD JOHNSRUD 
sentation, and since the pictures ed LEWIS F. NATHAN Harold Johnsrud, 35, legit actor, 
in at bad time: he e :ing—also Et ‘ succur Sun ‘ 
< , oS . ae ne ve este Lewis F. Nathan, in charge of the — wr ge megere 4 (24) = injuries 
0 h nating he sta aw: < re ; — 
it aaa | photographic department of Para- N Y = Pach ae ve droog 2 fire in his 
allog 1 e . iN. ° a 4 
— mount at the home office and with F the " oa 4 ; ‘ 
ir 44 < s , SEC 
Par 19 years, died Christmas day ; _ wheats in Jegit section, 


Even the smallest of the double- 
bill neighborhood houses receive a : : . a= 
1. Bie | (25) following an internal hemor-! 
plenty of complaints over the sched- | — ; ; = iy . : 
: : . ; rhage. After having dinner at his David Thompson, vet film man. one 
uling of top pictures, many a fan 2 oe P 2 
: home in Yonkers, N. Y., he took a/of oldest of RKO homeoffice em- 
going away from a theatre after in- | na suffering the hemorrhage He loves died i Jack H ht 
: ap, : ) age. res, acks s 
quiring as to when such-and-such a P E : g oon = ackson ater 


. ; was 46. N. Y., Dee. 22 of a heart ailment 
film goes on, learning it is now on| ; ‘ : . ; ; aps : 
aad bashes a a Pisani 8 until 10:30 or Not in the best of health lately, | He had been a cashier with RKO at 
1 p.n _ —* Nathan had a stroke last summer! the time of his death 


and was laid up for a couple months. 
| Mrs. Nathan, the widow, and three 
|children survive. Funeral services 
lwill be held today (Wed.) at the 


Mrs. G. B. J. Frawley, wife of the 
chief of Paramount exchange opera- 


MARRIAGES 


| mec ie "rs rlev wi D 
Rita Williams to Ernest Leiberman, | Nathan home tions, died at the Frawley wv mee 
: Fa ; home in New York on Friday (22). 
in Pittsburgh, Dec. 24 He's man- | rica She was 56 and had been ili for me 
} « as « a ) ; £0 
ager of WB Squirrel Hill theatre | ; ' 


. GRIKOR M. SUNI time. 
j and ' broth r-in-law of Hal gd Kal- | Grikor M. Suni, 63, Armenian eee 
mine, Warner zone manager in mt. |composer, died in Philadelphia Dec. ! 
Betty Johnson to John Lazaro, mn 113 after an operation. Born in Rus- ganized and directed bands in Hud- 
Alexandria, Va., Dec. 20 Bride's | sia, he was a student at the Imperial |son River Valley town: fo more than 
nite club dance he owns Old Shay | conse rvatory of St. Petersburg and 6@ years. died in St. Peter's hosr ital, 
f | received much of his instruction from Albany Dec. 16 


Charles Van Wie, 82, who had or- 


Gardens cafe, Pittsburgh 


Helen DeWitt Johnston to William | Rimsky-Korsakoff. 


Shiffrin. in Tecate. Mexico, Dec. 17. One of his first compositions, pre- Mrs. John Cleghorn, 30, wife of 

He's a Hollywood agent. sented in 1902, received the rheatre WMC, Memphis, program and pub- 
Evelvn Dresden Piltz to David H.| A't Of St. Petersburg Seward. [wo | jicity a rector, died by suicide Jast 

Wick, in Youngstown. O., Dee. 18. phere i plgne kaa lgicteagin and week in leap from apartment in 

Bride is vocalist on WFMJ, Youngs- | ‘Areknazan,’ a symphony and several Memphis. 

town. treatises on Persian and Armenian ; 

Dolly Mathias to Paul Brown, in oie’ were among his accomplish- Law rence Weaver, 32, theatre op- 
Toledo, skedded for Jan. 1 He's | erator in Tuscon, Ariz., died there 
brother of Joe E. Brown, film star. } Dec. 19 Surviving are his widow 

Paula Tech to Jack Spatz, in New ROBERT BREWSTER and two children. 


York, Dec. 24. He’: New York pro-| _ Robert Brewster, 64, president of = 


‘ i the Metropolitan Opera and Real Mother, 80, of Elliott Foreman of 
fessional manage for Bregman, ; nce é 
: . eae Estate Cx which owns the structure Metro, died Dec. 23 at her home in 
Vocco & Ce ' music put sners . A Vv t t < 
F nd site of the Metropolitan Oper: vew York, a victim of pneumonia 
Frances Burgess to Lee Bennett House, died at his home n New complicated by a heart conaitior 
 % OO} istmas Day He . : 
In Chattanooga, Cnr is I York Dec. 24 after : ee-n 
ua A ¢ 4 + . ‘ Pe 
ati os ih ne Father of Nate and Abe Platt. re- 
Mary Jane Bier to Noel Ger- A director of the opera ; Ci spective Balaban & Katz booking 
S¢ l & é He I City | f ce 1933, he had bee tru- | mManaver and northside trict Mman- 
department at WGN, Ch.cago. mental on several occ: ! wit aver, died in Chicago Dec. 24 
ing he Met by raising fun fi it . 
perpetuatior Daughter of Howare Freeman 
BIRTHS Surviving ‘ } do three actor in “The Unconquered.’ Dec. 21 
children. ; ster and brother n New York. She was 14 


Mh ana vir Fdwar Wilhiz 
daughter ! Hollywood De 21 
Rath s cutter at RKO : 
; a vb ; : | Ben Browarsky, 51. vet Pittsburgh 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Wilder, twin | exyhibiter. who had been in film biz 
son and daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. | fo, more than 20 years, died in that 
21. Father is writer at Paramount. | oejty fast week from cancer With 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, daugh-| pic two brothers, Ike and Harry, and when it moved to the Winter 


ter, in Los Angeles. Dec. 20. Fathet Browarsky operated houses in the Garden late in November, 1938, had 








BEN BROWARSKY 
‘Hellz’ 2 Million 


Continued from pzge ! 








, , > ene Wk ) . . : ¢ 
refer aleinisini Fb racio actor, mother was Phillipa North Side district and in Bellevue, topped the $30,000 mark for 10 per- 
Sch; sn Robert Wilcox, Joseph | yourself, correct this stateme 14 Hilber, 20th-Fox actress He had been in comparatively good ,formances the previous week It 
} - . ve co < would not ‘ : . : : . +3 . ; } . 
dolph tet — hap Ran- | have no age complex and think foy | Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hollister, son, health until a short time before his continued to draw standees almost 
ileo Cott, Van Heflin and Henry have any of Ae geo re blondine | '? Pittsburgh, Dec. 21 Father's a) death He leaves another brother,}/every performance and grossing not 
. at 1) if 11 ‘ oA yi44 ' ’ oy 4 » #D « 1 +h 
f These _, ini etna ey { a pA vou are} Sports commentato! for KDKA, Pitts- Mark Browar, also a Pittsburgh ex-. less than $33,000 a week, passed the 
ings vad gly have targa follow~ | my hals aaeig ciel t} nll burgh hibitor, owner of Roosevelt theatre, $1,000,000 mark in iis 33d week, the 
coxon “i here, especially Mr. Wil- color blind A wae 5 ‘Blak seis Mr. and Mrs. Edward Williams,! Browarsky was unmarried. a sister, | first show ever to gross that much 
in which all of | to the trashy stories — : daughter, in Hollywood, Dee. 22.' jn addition to the three brothers. in a single season on Broadway 
all of them are placed many ice , oe . rat RK enryi } Hlete c rs } 
are jin danger of disap sare ood What's Wrong With Legit Father is cutter at RKO urviving neigesent 4 bei Al o Ric 
bY Screens, which si 7 Ss . | Chicago Mr. and Mrs. James Graham, } year jlast september, the total gross 
. vere "Os . . “© . } y monnte « set ate SEN . 
ability js i. ich to players o =— Baor. Vanier: ldauehter, in Hollywood, Dee. 22. | FRED LESLIE ~—_—sj hae i mounted to an estimated $1 560 
couraging "ies tae are oige ao : O vid ly ; ‘ back in the legit of the !Father is in RKO cutting depart- | Frederick Leslie Price, 68. profes- 600. The show has eased off siightly 
. e lesson to be gained ne dra i 1 th 21 i ionallv Fre ; }} died Dec, 23 this fall, but has never dropped a 
fro ‘ne : i er ss 1h ‘ole por- | ment ional ed wes] ie died |! 23 this fall, but I pr as 
a ay this happening is surely that | day is the fact that pA ce, salle le | aM Paul Ashley. son, in’ at the Elks Nationa] Home, Bedford, | far as the $20,000 mark. New mate- 
» ‘. sala . 3 ‘ . av ar 1wnoo a | Mr. ana irs « “ASTI 7 Ht, t : 7 ; ‘ . . : : 
Satin oo” Should make full investi- | trayed in peed a a y waged e agro meee | ‘ “4 Father is personnel Va., where he had lived 10 years. rial was added several weeks age 
li on of the Players at hand before | and often silly people They are not) Dalla ? ot 1 c De was due te a he é ent 1s Of last Saturday Hell 
“scarding those in favor of some) written about in such & Way &S 60 | manag — F e be n his é can 3 t ed 556 performances 
a ho, after a brief spell, is make one fee! deeply \ ith them in! Orctk 7 : 
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Here’s one guy who's happy and grateful to be in the music 
business. I’m not picking up my marbles, because it’s always 
been fun and still is. I'm not taking sides in any argu- 
ment ... you know me, I never argue about anything! Of 
course, if I had an offer I might tell the Satevpost that music 
publishers (so they have a bad song once in a while), theatre 
owners, agents and managers .. . in fact the whole music 
business is okay. It just shortens your life 20 or 30 years but 
what the hell, look at all the fun you have. 


y 








Anyway this is to send Season’s Greetings to all my friends, 
business and personal, and to thank the fellows who've booked 





me on both record breaking and nonrecord breaking 























engagements. 


ABE LYMA 


JQ AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 


P\— HAPPY NEW YEAR 


NOW AT THE STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK, 
UNTIL JAN. 11. A low bow to Harry Mayer, 
Zeb Epstin and Irving Windisch. And thanks 
to Harry Gourfain for a swell production~ 


























Waltz Time, Fri. 9 P.M. EST. 


NBC Coast-to-Coast 






j Personal Management: HARRY WEINSTEIN 
i 247 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 
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137. NO. 4 NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1940 


LUX RADIO THEATRE 


HOLLYWOOD SOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


DIRECTED BY CECIL B. veMILLE 


LOUIS SILVERS, Musical Director 


MONDAYS, 9 P.M. NEW YORK TIME, WABC 
AND COAST-TO-COAST COLUMBIA NETWORK 


GREATEST AUDIENCE RADIO 
DRAMA HAS EVER KNOWN 


LUX RADIO THEATRE starts its 
6th record-breaking year... and 
again says, “’Thank you, Hollywood.” 





LEADING CRITICS SAY... 


“The pace Radio Theatre has set has been a hard 
one to keep. But each year, we radio editors have 
assured you that your pace has not slackened.’’ 

ALTON COOK, Radio Editor, New York World-Telegram 


‘Lux Radio Theatre is consistently tops in the 
radio drama field and is worth the price of any- 


body’s radio set.’’ NORMAN SIEGEL 
Radio Editor, Cleveland Press 


"Since its inception the Lux Radio Theatre has 
provided listeners with the best in radio drama.’’ 


DOROTHY DORAN, Radio Editor, Akron Beacon Journal 


‘The Lux Radio Theatre brings the cream of 
moviedom’s crop into millions of homes.’’ 


ELIZABETH L. SULLIVAN, Radio Editor, Boston Globe 


“Radio Theatre’s splendid plays and casts have 
been courageous pioneers in radio drama of high 
standard.’’ 

ROBERT S. STEPHAN, Radio Editor, Cleveland Plain Dealer 


“Judged on the basis of entertainment value, Lux 
Radio Theatre is radio’s outstanding dramatic show.’’ 
DON FOSTER, Radio Editor, Chicago Times 


[e« ANOTHER BOW, HOLLYWOOD! Throughout 1939, 
as in all the past five years, you have made it 
possible for the Lux Radio Theatre to score hit after hit. Awards 
for the best dramatic program, the best Hollywood program, 
add ‘“‘official’’ recognition to the acclaim of radio listeners the 
country over. Yes, the Lux Radio Theatre has the greatest 
weekly audience radio drama has ever known, and fo its lis- 
teners, its participants and to the critics, it says, “Thank you.”’ 


And a special ‘‘Thank you” to those who have actually 
appeared before the microphone of the Lux Radio Theatre— 
our heartfelt gratitude to them and to the many others who 
have helped, behind the scenes, to make the Lux Radio 
Theatre the outstanding dramatic success in recio’s history. 
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